
  

                    

1

 
1 

 
 

Monthly update, 30 June 2006 
REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Food security prospects in southern Africa continue to 
brighten amid indications that most countries in the 
region have secured a good harvest this year. As a 
result, the Southern Africa region can be described as 
moving out from the acute phase of the chronic crisis 
as identified in June 2005. 
 
This is according to the preliminary findings from the 
vulnerability and food security assessments conducted 
by the National Vulnerability Assessment Committees 
(NVAC) in nine southern African countries between 
April and May 2006. The NVAC results enable 
government and humanitarian agencies develop 
interventions and plan programmes to address chronic 
and acute vulnerability to food insecurity. The findings 
were presented at a meeting organized by the South African Development 
Community (SADC) and the Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office 
(RIACSO) in Johannesburg on 27 June 2006. Approximately 60 representatives 
attended the meeting from the SADC, national governments, donor missions, UN 
Agencies and NGOs.  
 
Preliminary assessment results confirmed previous forecasts of improved cereal 
harvests in most Southern African countries, due to improved rainfall and 
availability of inputs. Countries whose production is expected to exceed past 
production levels are Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia. Estimates indicate that 
production levels will be higher than last year’s and the last five-year average. 
Consequently, these are the only countries in the region where maize surpluses 
are expected. 
 
In Lesotho and Namibia, overall food security levels are expected to improve as a 
result of better harvests. In Zimbabwe, the cereal harvest is higher than last year’s, 
although the country’s economic decline coupled with shortages in fertilizer and 
problems related to land preparation will mean the country will not produce enough 
to feed itself.  
 
In Swaziland, cereal production is estimated to reach the same levels as last 
year’s. Angola expects cereal production to be above the past five year average 
but below last year’s record harvest. This is primarily due to inadequate rainfall in 
the maize growing areas in the south-western parts of the country.   
 
                                                     
1 RIACSO is a partnership comprising of regional offices of UN Agencies and key NGOs that are part of 
the Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC). RIACSO supports the UN Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, Mr. James Morris, in his mandate to raise awareness 
of the situation in the region and provide recommendations regarding the response.   

HIGHLIGHTS 

 
● Angola: The cholera 
outbreak that began in 
February is showing signs of an 
overall decline. Since February, 
an estimated 48,817 people 
were infected and the disease 
claimed the lives of 2,003 
people as of early July. Under 
five year old children have 
made up 35% of the cholera 
victims. The WHO has sent a 
consignment of drugs, re-
hydration salts and disinfectant 
to help fight the outbreak.  

● Zimbabwe: Food security in 
Zimbabwe is expected to 
improve this season. Maize 
production estimates vary from 
1 to 1.2 million tonnes, while 
the Zimbabwean Government 
forecasts 1.8 million tonnes of 
maize for the 2005/06 season - 
exactly enough maize required 
to feed the country. 

● Namibia: A major polio 
outbreak occurred on 6 June 
2006 affecting 12 regions. As 
at 28 June, 147 polio cases 
have been reported with 17 
fatalities. Government, UN 
Agencies, NPOs and other 
organisations held a 3-day 
Polio Vaccination Campaign 
that achieved a 100% success 
rate. Adults were mostly 
affected. 

● Mozambique: Food security 
is improving. Preliminary 
results from the Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee 
meetings indicate that 
agricultural production has 
improved substantially. The 
need for food aid could drop 
by as much as 30%. 
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In spite of the above, a regional cereal deficit is expected of approximately 4 million 
metric tonnes. This shortfall is 11% higher than last year’s, and is primarily related 
to a significant drop in production in South Africa, as a result of low producer price 
expectations. Due to reduced cereal availability in South Africa, neighbouring 
countries may have to import grains from outside the region, which may be more 
expensive. In contrast, cassava production in the region increased substantially 
and the total production could offset the cereal deficit almost twice. 
 
While the improved harvest will significantly alleviate acute food insecurity, it is 
unlikely to address chronic food insecurity. Underlying factors, such as the high 
HIV/AIDS prevalence, poor water and sanitation conditions, inadequate 
infrastructure and weakened states’ capacity to provide services still remain and 
thus compromise food security in the region 
 
In most countries, further analysis of the assessment data is required to ascertain 
the number and location of acutely and chronically food insecure populations. In 
the interim, WFP estimates that as many as three million people will continue to 
require food assistance alone, up until December 2006.  
 
The occurrence of epidemics continued to expose the fragility of the health 
situation in the region, particularly in Angola and Namibia, where outbreaks of 
cholera and poliomyelitis occurred during June. Although the cholera outbreak in 
Angola showed signs of a decline, 125 new cases were still reported daily during 
the month. In Namibia, poliomyelitis broke out with 178 cases and 17 fatalities. 
Following this outbreak, there were two reported cases of acute flaccid paralysis in 
Botswana. Many southern African countries have gone on a polio alert.  
 
The threat of Avian and Human Influenza stalks the region with government and 
UN Agencies taking the threat seriously. Although no outbreaks have yet been 
reported in southern Africa, most consider this a matter of time. A number of 
structural problems, related to the ‘triple threat’ of food insecurity, HIV/AIDS and 
weakened state governance, make it very hard for the region to adequately 
prepare itself for an outbreak. With simply not enough doctors, nurses, veterinaries, 
hospitals and laboratories, the response is going to be challenging. FAO and WHO 
are assisting national governments to put measures in place to mitigate this threat. 
OCHA-ROSA, under the aegis of the Regional Directors Team (RDT), has taken 
the initiative to lead planning at the regional level and is supporting national 
preparedness efforts.  
 
COUNTRY SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Angola: The cholera outbreak, which began in February 2006, has shown 
signs of a decline in most provinces, although 125 cases were still being reported 
each day during June. Reports from Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) suggested 
a worsening of the epidemic in Luanda and Namibe Provinces. Since February, an 
estimated 48,817 people were infected and the disease claimed the lives of 2,003 
people as of early July. Under five year old children have made up 35% of the 
cholera victims.  
 

The government, with support from UN agencies and NGOs, is in the process of 
implementing a plan of action to address emergency and longer-term needs related 
to the epidemic. The UN and NGO partners remain concerned that the spread of 
the disease is closely associated to the inadequate water delivery systems and 
poor sanitation conditions in most urban and peri-urban suburbs. If nothing is done 
to improve these conditions, further cholera outbreaks are likely to repeat each 
year.   

HIGHLIGHTS  

●Malawi: With the exception 
of isolated pockets of 
vulnerability, the food security 
situation shows improvement 
throughout the country. 
Preliminary results of the 
VAC indicate that an 
estimated surplus of 250,000 
tonnes of cereals out of a 
total harvest of 2.35 million 
tonnes. 

● Lesotho: Crop production 
is at 133,000 tonnes of 
cereals, which together with 
carryover stocks, amounts to 
about 155,000 tonnes of 
available cereal compared 
with a domestic consumption 
need of 383,000. It is 
estimated that up to 121,000 
people will be acutely food 
insecure until the next 
harvest in May 2007. The 
NVAC has recommended for 
cash transfers to address 
this. 

●Swaziland:  Cereal 
production declined this year 
compared with 2005, 
primarily due to poor and 
unevenly distributed rainfall 
particularly in the Lubombo 
Plateau and the impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the country's 
most vulnerable population. 
Production together with 
carryover stock totaled about 
81,000 tonnes of cereal 
compared with a 
consumption requirement of 
195,000 tonnes.  

● Zambia: Fears of Avian 
Influenza gripped the country 
earlier this month, following 
the death of wild birds 
(starlings) in Livingston. 
Preliminary test results are 
negative. The Zambian 
Government has developed a 
contingency plan and budget, 
but are short of funds and 
technical capacity to 
implement the $4.8million 
plan. 
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Coupled with this, a total of 70,000 malaria cases have been registered over the 
past year in Huambo province, nearly the same rate of Luanda Province with 75, 
000 cases reported. The situation has distressed the Health Ministry given that 
Luanda has a larger population of four million compared to Huambe’s two million 
inhabitants. The Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF are working hard to devise 
a programme to combat the disease. 
 
Results from a FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) 
carried out during May 2006 indicate that the total cereal production of the 
2005/2006 agricultural season will be 15% lower than last years’, but up seven 
percent higher than the last five-year average. The main determinant for the 
reduced harvest is due to much of the country experiencing excessive rains and/or 
longer dry spells than usual.  
 
The mission also noted that many war-affected populations, including returning or 
resettling Internally Displaced People (IDPs) and refugees are food insecure. 
Inadequate road and transportation infrastructure continue to impair proper 
functioning of markets. As a result, it is estimated that approximately 800,000 
persons will require food and non-food assistance until the next harvest in May 
2007. This represents an increase of 71% of those requiring assistance in 2004 as 
compared to 42% in 2003. The CFSAM report is available on the FAO website at 
the following URL address: http://www.fao.org/giews/   
 
Meanwhile, a lack of resources and a consequent pipeline shortfall hampered the 
WFP’s food assistance distribution efforts. Consequently, only half rations of 
cereals and pulses were distributed to former refugees and IDPs that recently 
resettled. School feeding activities have also been restricted to approximately one-
third of the 2006 plan.  
 
The repatriation of Angolan refugees living in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and Zambia re-commenced on International Refugee Day, 20 June 2006. 
More than 50,000 Angolans are expected to be repatriated from the DRC by 
December 2006 and 14 000 Angolan Refugees from Zambia.  
 
Due to the deteriorating conditions of roads, truck drivers are reluctant to transport 
food for Angolan refugees to locations of difficult access in Moxico and Uíge, 
leaving airlifting the only option. Following WFP’s appeals for support, Angolan 
authorities are supporting the airlift of commodities to the concerned municipalities. 
The food, sufficient for one month, will be distributed to returning Angolan refugees. 
It is estimated that at least US$2.5 million will be needed for this airlift operation. 
 

 Zimbabwe: Compared to last year, food security in Zimbabwe is expected to 
improve this season. Maize production estimates from the European Space 
Agency’s Global Monitoring for Food Security Project, and FAO’s Global 
Information and Early Warning Unit vary from 1 to 1.2 million tonnes, while the 
Zimbabwean Government forecasts 1.8 million tonnes of maize for the 2005/06 
season - exactly enough maize required to feed the country.  

 
According to Government regulations, the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) remains 
the exclusive purchaser of maize, yet some farmers are reluctant to sell their grain 
to the GMB at its offering price of Zim$31 million per tonne, which is considerably 
lower than the rate offered on the parallel market Zim$400, 000. (The current UN 
exchange rate is US$1 = Zim$200, 000).  
 
Despite increased food availability, the price and therefore access of maize grain 
poses another challenge. While prices on the open market have remained 
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relatively stable, some areas in the country are short of grain as in Marondera, 
Mount Darwin, Chinhoyi and Murehwa. Speculations are that the shortage is due to 
farmers withholding grain in anticipation of improved selling prices.  
 
Farm workers in commercial farming areas remain food insecure due to a lack of 
access to land and dependence on seasonal employment with monthly salaries 
ranging between Zim$1.3 million and Zim$1.5 million as indicated by WFPs latest 
2006 Emergency Report. The breadbasket for a family of six, as at 25 June, is 
pegged at over Zim$52 million a month, according to AllAfrica.com. 
 
In urban areas, food access is even more difficult. Despite market availability of 
basic foodstuffs, many households are unable to afford these items. Zimbabwe’s 
inflation rate is verging on 1,200 percent, the highest in the world followed by Iraq. 
More than 70 percent of Zimbabwe’s 4.2 million workers are jobless.  
 
On 28 June, Zimbabwe signed a US$45 million deal between the central bank and 
the Harare-based Merchant Bank of Africa (MBCA) to finance maize, wheat and 
fertilizer imports. The funds will be used to buy 40,000 tonnes of maize, 40,000 
tonnes of wheat and 50,000 tonnes of fertilizer. It is hoped that this will alleviate the 
food insecurity in the country. 
 

 Namibia: In a country that is normally vulnerable to drought, this year's 
heavy rains improved overall food security - although recent flooding in Caprivi 
and Mariental caused water-logging and leaching of some crops. Inadequate 
farming inputs, such as seeds and fertilizers, high cost of supplies, and limited 
availability of arable land also affected crop production and disrupted livelihoods 
this season. Despite this, Namibia produced 108,000 tonnes of food, which 
together with carryover stocks brings cereal availability up to 184,000 tonnes. With 
a consumption need of 313,000 tonnes, Namibia will import the balance as in 
previous years. 

 
A major polio outbreak occurred on 6 June 2006 that affected 12 regions, with the 
exception of the Omaheke Region. Latest reports indicate 178 polio cases with 17 
fatalities. In response to the epidemic, the Government held a three-day National 
Polio Vaccination Campaign, which aimed to immunize its population of two million 
through a combined house-to-house and fixed posts campaign strategy. The 
campaign achieved a 100% success rate. Community radio and civil society 
organisations (CSOs) played a major role in the outreach. The commitment of the 
private sector was also commendable with sponsoring the printing and distribution 
of educational brochures and pamphlets, including air-drops in high density areas. 
The Farmworkers Union and Mining Companies were instrumental by ensuring that 
their employees received immunisation. The Army also provided helicopters to 
reach the most inaccessible areas. It is estimated that 1,400 people involving about 
700 health workers and volunteers took part. 
 
A second round will take place from 18-20 July and a third from 20-24 August for 
those under the age of five years. The campaign is estimated to cost Nam$40 
million or US$5.5 million. UNICEF has supported it by providing vaccines and 
conducting social mobilisation activities and the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
dispatched experts. 
 

 Mozambique: Preliminary results from the vulnerability assessment carried 
out during May 2006 confirm that agricultural production has increased 
substantially. The country produced 2.3 million tonnes of cereals including carry-
over stock, slightly less than the national requirement of 2.6 million tonnes. The 
assessment also indicates that water availability has improved. It was also noted 
that the diet and health situation of a significant number of households had 
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improved as a result. In this context, the need for food assistance could drop by as 
much as 30 percent. A more detailed analysis of vulnerability at household level 
will be conducted during August 2006.  

 
 Malawi: With the exception of localised areas, the food security situation 

shows improvement throughout the country with most households relying on their 
own harvest. ADMARC continues to purchase maize from local farmers at the 
government’s recommended price; however trading has not yet begun at 
designated market sites.  

 
The country is now forecasting its economic growth to surpass the 8% mark this 
year on the back of better crop harvests. The Malawian economy heavily depends 
on agriculture. According to the Ministry of Finance, Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) is expected to grow by 8.4 percent on account of the anticipated bumper 
harvest due to good rains and the successful fertilizer and maize subsidy 
interventions introduced last year. 
 
Preliminary results of the VAC estimated a surplus of 250,000 tonnes of cereals out 
of a total harvest of 2.35 million tonnes. However, some limited areas, particularly 
in the central and southern parts of the country, suffered production shortages, 
primarily due to excessive rains or longer than usual dry spells. Cash crop 
producer prices were also found generally low – meaning that many small farmers 
will not generate enough income to purchase supplementary food.  
 
Another factor affecting vulnerable populations is the fact that last year's poor 
harvest eroded household assets, as families were reduced to selling what they 
owned to buy food. In this context, it is estimated that approximately 830,000 
people may be food insecure until the next harvest in May 2007, while the food 
security situation of an additional 150,000 people needs to be closely monitored. 
 

 Lesotho: Cereal production stands at 133,000 tonnes of cereals, which 
together with carryover stocks, amounts to about 155,000 tonnes of available 
cereal. Lesotho’s domestic consumption requirement is 383,000 tonnes. Despite 
this shortfall, this year's grain harvest is estimated to be 24% higher than last year.  
As food production is lower than the demand, market prices could rise 
substantially in the coming months affecting accessibility of poorer households.  

 
Consequently, while the majority of people will be able to meet their food needs, 
the very poor are likely to face an expenditure deficit and may not be able to afford 
essential social services and inputs. The VAC recommends that the situation be 
addressed with cash transfer and food interventions. Should staple price increase, 
the proportion of food insecure populations will increase further. To help address 
this, the LVAC will closely monitor market prices. 
 

 Swaziland: Cereal production in Swaziland declined this year compared with 
2005, primarily due to poor and unevenly distributed rainfall particularly in the 
Lubombo Plateau and the impact of HIV/AIDS on the country's most vulnerable 
population. Production together with carryover stock totalled about 81,000 tonnes 
of cereal compared with a consumption requirement of 195,000 tonnes. It is 
estimated that up to 121,000 people will be acutely food insecure until the next 
harvest in May 2007. To address these challenges, the NVAC recommended for 
several interventions such as food aid for households without productive adults, 
food for work when no food is available to be purchased, and cash for work. 
Assistance activities would need to consider approximately 28,000 people for the 
period July – September 2006, 111,000 for the period October - December 2006 
and 121,000 for the first quarter of 2007.   
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 Zambia: The agricultural season has generally been good with cereal 
production and carryover stock breaking even with consumption needs of about 
1.6 million tonnes. In a number of areas, however, excessive rainfall caused 
flooding, resulting in soil erosion and degradation and damage to bridges and 
roads.  

 
Fears of Avian Influenza gripped the country earlier this month, following the death 
of wild birds (starlings) in Livingston. Samples were collected and sent for 
laboratory testing in Zambia and South Africa. Preliminary test results are negative 
for the H5 component of the Avian Influenza. The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives indicate that the cases so far have yielded no evidence to confirm AI 
in Zambia. 
 
The possible threat of AI in Zambia however lingers on. Migratory birds are 
believed to be the main vector in infecting domestic and commercial poultry with 
the H5N1 virus. As Zambia lies in the path of a major migratory bird flyway the 
country is at high risk. The Zambian Government is taking the threat seriously and 
has developed a contingency plan and budget. The Government has recognized 
that it lacks the capital and technical capacity to implement the plan. Earlier this 
year, the cabinet approved a US$4.8 million budget to tackle avian influenza, with 
the emphasis on prevention. 
 
In response to this, the European Union contributed US$200, 000, while the UN 
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) donated US$89, 000 worth of test kits 
and other equipment to counter the deadly virus. In recent months, eight African 
countries have confirmed the presence of the H5N1 virus in poultry. So far only 
Egypt and Djibouti have recorded human cases. 
 
Meanwhile, the repatriation process of Angolan refugees from Zambia has come 
under threat due to a shortage of funding. Of the US$4.5 million required only 
US$500,000 has been received according to the UN High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR). UNHCR and the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) has budgeted US$4.8 million.  IOM has supported the voluntary repatriation 
of almost 100,000 Angolan refugees from neighbouring countries. As part of its 
efforts to help rebuild or revitalize return communities, focus will be given to the 
improvement of sanitation for returnees through the installation of latrines. 
 
 
COORDINATION 
 
Best Practices in Humanitarian Information Management and Exchange in 
Africa, 29-31 May 2006 

 
Interested practitioners in the field of information management, including 
government representatives and institutions, UN agencies, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), and academics, met 29-31 May 2006, to take stock of 
achievements in the field of humanitarian information management in Africa for the 
purpose of identifying current and future challenges and to agree on next steps 
 
The workshop recognized that in Africa considerable progress has been made to 
date in developing information systems, tools and websites and in establishing 
standards for their use. In particular, participants acknowledged the Southern 
Africa Humanitarian Information Management Network (SAHIMS), the Food 
Security Analysis Unit (FSAU), Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN) and 
the Humanitarian Information Center (HIC) models as ‘best practice’ examples of 
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international and field-level activities and services and a solid basis for future 
development.  
 
While, much progress has been made, there is still much to be done to build upon 
these approaches and to reinforce an African information management capacity. 
Specifically, there is a need to build African capacity to effectively manage 
humanitarian information to support advocacy, early warning, prevention, 
preparedness, mitigation and response to African crises. 
 
An over arching recommendation from the workshop was to establish a Pan-Africa 
Humanitarian Information Network (PAHIN) from continental initiatives and 
partnerships already in place in Africa, such as OCHA-SAHIMS and SADC 
countries vulnerability information network as catalysts. The major aim of PAHIN is, 
in partnership with the international community, to strengthen African capacity to 
manage humanitarian information effectively in support of preparedness and 
response to African crises (continental, sub-regional and national). 
 
A full report on the workshop including the detailed best practise and 
recommendations arising from it are available on www.reliefweb.int/hin   
 
Overview of Department for International Development’s Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) Policy Paper 
In March 2006, DFID publicly launched its Disaster Risk Reduction Policy. It has 
since then been presented at the June RIACSO meeting to provide other partners. 
 
The policy provides a framework for DFID to integrate disaster risk reduction 
measures more effectively into its own work, as well as strengthen the international 
system’s capacity to manage disaster risks, helping to reduce the threat that 
disasters pose to sustainable development and the Millennium Development 
Goals.  
 
DFIFD’s DRR policy is underpinned by the Hyogo Framework of Action and 
developed in consultation with UNDP, OCHA, IFRC and various NGO’s. Particular 
focus is given to climate change and its impact on food insecurity and thus the 
developing countries ability to improve their economic position. A number of cost 
benefit examples are used to highlight the need for increased financial resources to 
DRR.  
 
Its goal is to contribute to sustainable development through reducing the burden of 
disasters on the poor and most vulnerable. Giving impetus to the policy, DFID 
committed £40 million to DRR, of which £10 million will go to the southern African 
region. Over the next three years (2006-2009) priority will be given to ten focal 
areas including capacity building training to DFID and strengthening government 
capacity to address DRR and implement Hyogo Framework of Action in disaster 
prone countries as well work with the World Bank, other donors and partner 
governments to improve the integration of DRR into developing country planning 
processes, including poverty reduction strategies and help developing countries 
adapt to climate change through effective incorporation of DRR approaches.  
 
For further information, please visit: http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/ disaster-
risk-reduction-implementation.pdf  
 
UN & Partners Strategic Alliance for OVC, Livelihoods & Social Protection  
A UN Partners’ Strategic Alliance was established in May 2005 following The 
Global Task Team on HIV/AIDS recommendations to improve coordination 
amongst institutions and donors. The Alliance comprising of UN Agencies, NGOs 
and government from Southern and Eastern Africa aims to strengthen and scale-up 
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support for livelihoods opportunities of OVC. The Alliance will focus on addressing 
the urgent livelihood needs of OVC and their mid-and-longer term development 
through supporting the implementation of the National Plans of Action (NPAs).  
 
The Alliance is at present conducting research into innovative agricultural and 
livelihood programmes related to the social protection of children. The aim is to 
formulate a catalogue and matrix of livelihood, orientated social protection 
programmes to devise an overall strategy. The Alliance has forged a close 
partnership with RENEWAL and linkages have been made between RHVP and 
IDS for more comprehensive approach to the development of this strategy. Should 
you wish to input into the research, make comments or for further information, 
please contact Margaret.McEwan@fao.org or Josee.Koch@fao.org  
 
Calendar of Events 
 
Event    Regional Training of Trainers on the IASC Guidelines on 
   HIV/AIDS in emergency settings (Based on invitation only) 
Date/s:    9 - 20 July 2006 
Venue:    Birchwood Hotel and Conference Centre in Boksburg 
Contact person:  Gabriella Waaijman – waaijman@un.org 
 
Event:   Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office  
   (RIACSO) Meeting – (Invitation open to Southern African, 
   Humanitarian actors) 
Date:   13 July 2006 
Time:   10am 
Venue:   11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill. Earth Room 
Contact Person:  Michelle Thulkanam – thulkanam@un.org 
 
 


