
  

As the rainy season approaches,  
humanitarian partners are assisting  
several countries in the region with  
disaster preparedness and response 
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW  
October marks the beginning of the 
hunger season (October – March 20 08) 
with most countries showing a continued 
decline in food security conditions, as 
households deplete food reserves. 
According to FEWS Net’s latest Food 
Security Outlook report, countries most 

at risk of extremely high levels of food 
insecurity are Zimbabwe and central and 
southern Mozambique. Already these 
countries are facing moderately to 
extremely food insecure.  
To view the report visit: 
www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/131107_FEWS_Exec_overview_food_
security.pdf 
 
In Lesotho and Swaziland, the situation is likely to be mitigated through ongoing 
emergency interventions targeted at vulnerable households. However adequate 
assistance will depend on improvements in the responses to appeals for resources  
by governments and humanitarian agencies. Currently the UN appeals for emergency 
assistance are 54.7 percent funded in Swaziland, and 58.3 percent in Lesotho.  
To view both appeals visit: http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-
emergencies&section=CE&year=2007 
 
In countries in which the food security conditions is expected to decline, humanitarian 
partners warn that many households will likely engage in negative coping mechanisms. 
These include eating fewer meals, migrating in search of work, pulling kids out of 
school. Girls and women may exchange sex for food, increasing their vulnerability to 
contract HIV.  
 
A recent study published in the October edition of the Public Library of Science 
Medicine journal by Dr Sheri Weiser of the University of California, San Francisco 
investigated the association between food insecurity and risky sexual behaviour as 
people seek to exchange sex for food. The study involved 1,255 adults in Botswana 
and 796 adults in Swaziland. The study showed a high correlation between food 
insecurity and risky sexual behaviour. The study recommended improving food security 
through targeted food assistance and supporting women's subsistence farming as 
ways to break the cycle of sex for food. The report also calls for programmes that 
enhance women's legal and social rights so that they have more control over food 
supplies as well as their sexual lives.  
Full report available at http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get- 
document&doi=10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.0040260 
 
This quarter also marks the beginning of the rainy season. A weak La Nina is 
developing over the Indian Ocean, which is normally associated with above-normal 
rainfall resulting in floods and cyclones. According to the OCHA Disaster Risk Trends 
Quarter four report, countries most at risk are Comoros, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Full report available at: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/2007/nov/131107_OCHA_Dis
aster_risks_trends_Q4.pdf 
 
In preparation of the upcoming rainy season, eight countries in the region are revising 
their contingency plans with support from Regional Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs for Southern Africa (OCHA ROSA) and the Bureau for Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery (BCPR).

HIGHLIGHTS 

Regional: In preparation of the 
upcoming rainy season, eight 
countries in the region are revising 
their contingency plans with  
support from Regional Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs for Southern Africa 
(OCHA ROSA) and the Bureau for 
Crisis Prevention and Recovery 
(BCPR). Given the propensity for 
increased levels of food insecurity, 
coupled with heavy rains and 
flooding during this time of year, 
this issue of the RIACSO bulletin 
focuses on humanitarian  
interventions aimed at disaster 
preparedness and response  
activities. 

Mozambique: In preparation for 
the upcoming agricultural season, 
a total of 25,238 families will  
benefit from Input Trade Fairs 
implemented by FAO and the 
government, funded by South 
Africa and by Flanders, Belgium. 
Ahead of the country’s cyclone 
season which lasts from  
November to April, and peaks  
in January to February, the  
government and humanitarian 
partners are each revising their 
Contingency Plans (CP). 

Comoros: The tropical cyclone 
season will begin this quarter and 
predictions of above–average 
temperatures in the Indian Ocean 
may result in an increase in the 
frequency and intensity of cyclone 
development this season. OCHA 
ROSA and SAHIMS assisted the 
government and UN Country 
team in developing an emergency 
preparedness and response plan 
for cyclones, floods, and the  
possible eruption of the Kathala 
volcano and epidemiological  
outbreaks  
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Given the propensity for increased levels of food insecurity, coupled with heavy rains 
and flooding during this time of year, this issue of the RIACSO bulletin focuses on  
humanitarian interventions aimed at disaster preparedness and response activities. 

COUNTRY COVERAGE 
MOZAMBIQUE: In preparation for the upcoming agricultural season, a total of  
25,238 families will benefit from Input Trade Fairs implemented by FAO and the 
government, funded by South Africa and by Flanders, Belgium.  Each household will 
receive vouchers to the value of US$15 to purchase their own choice of farm inputs.  
Additionally, the Ministry of Agriculture has provided key technical recommendations  
to farmers about which crops to plants and when. Full report available at: 
www.fews.net/centers/innerSections.aspx?pageID=monthliesDoc&m=1002606&f=mz 
However, compared to the numbers of farmers requiring assistance with farm inputs, 
this is a small fraction of the amounts needed, especially in the provinces of Gaza, 
Maputo and parts of Inhambane, which were badly affected by drought in 2006/07 
season.  Farmers in these areas will face great difficulties in getting seed supplies and 
other necessary inputs due to the failure of the last harvest,  which resulted in a loss of 
seeds for planting. Additional support is required for agricultural inputs such as 
fertiliser and seeds. 
 
Ahead of the country’s cyclone season which lasts from November to April, and peaks 
in January to February, the government and humanitarian partners are each revising 
their Contingency Plans (CP). The international humanitarian community’s CP 
incorporates lessons learned from this year’s flood and cyclone season. The plan 
identifies possible disaster scenarios and responses using the humanitarian reform 
cluster approach. This approach is a coordination system that supports an integrated 
thematic response, and aims to strengthen their accountability for meeting beneficiary 
needs. This plan will be synchronised with the Government’s contingency plan to be 
finalized by the National Institute for Disaster Management, in coordination with the 
relevant line ministries by mid-November. 
 
As a part of the country’s preparedness measures the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) Cluster, led by UNICEF, is supporting the National Directorate of Water and 
other partners to conduct an inventory of all WASH emergency supplies throughout the 
country, including those pre-positioned and in use in areas affected by previous floods. 
On the basis of the findings, UNICEF and the WASH partners will procure additional 
supplies.  
Training of provincial focal points on Child Protection and Gender-Based Violence in 
Emergencies will begin shortly in a collaborative initiative between UNICEF, UNFPA and 
Save the Children. The training of trainers’ will take place in Maputo in mid-November 
and then will be rolled-out to representatives from the Ministry of Women and Social 
Action at provincial level in seven provinces over the coming months. 
 
COMOROS:  The tropical cyclone season will begin this quarter and predictions of 
above–average temperatures in the Indian Ocean may result in an increase in the  
frequency and intensity of cyclone development this season. There is a probability of 
cyclones, windstorms and flooding, according to the Office for the Coordination of  
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Disaster Risk Trend: Quarter four report.  
Full report available at: 
www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/2007/nov/131107_OCHA_Disas 
ter_risks_trends_Q4.pdf 
 
In preparation of the upcoming season, the Regional Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs for Southern Africa (OCHA ROSA) and the Southern Africa 
Humanitarian-development Information Management System (SAHIMS) assisted  
the government and UN Country team in developing an emergency preparedness  
and response plan for cyclones, floods, the possible eruption of the Kathala volcano 
and epidemiological outbreaks.  
 
 
From 17 to 19 October, sectoral meetings were held by focal points to draft response 
plans for seven clusters namely, food security; health and nutrition; water, sanitation 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Madagascar: Above average  
temperatures in the Indian Ocean 
is likely to result in increased  
rainfall, windstorms and flooding 
as well as cyclone development.  
In preparing for this season, 
OCHA supported the  
government, UN country team 
(UNCT) and partners’ to assess 
their disaster preparedness and  
response capacity for this year’s 
cyclone season.  The plan is  
currently being finalised and as 
part of this process a simulation 
exercise will be held to test the 
practical implementation of the 
plan from 19 to 24 November. 
 
Swaziland: The US$15.6 million 
Swaziland drought appeal is  
54.7 percent funded. According to 
the latest information available on 
the Financial Tracking Service, the 
water and sanitation, early  
recovery and protection  
components of the appeal have 
received no funding.  
A Community and Household 
Surveillance (CHS) survey was 
completed this month in all four 
regions of the country by the 
World Food Programme (WFP). 
The results will be released 
shortly. 
 
Lesotho:  The US$18.9 million 
drought flash appeal is  
58.3 percent funded. To date, no 
funds have been committed for 
the child protection and early  
recovery components of the  
appeal. A Community and 
Household Surveillance (CHS) 
survey will be conducted in  
Lesotho in all ten districts in  
November. 
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and hygiene (WASH); shelter and non-food items (NFIs); protection and education; 
information and early warning; logistics as well as communication and security. The 
sectoral response plans are expected to be finalized in November. 
 
At present, the Karthala Volcano remains on orange alert, indicating that an eruption or 
ash shower may occur at any time. The eruption of the volcano could also trigger a  
tsunami that could affect coastal areas. Full report at: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/2007/nov/131107_OCHA_Dis
as ter_risks_trends_Q4.pdf 
 
MADAGASCAR: According to OCHA’s Disaster Risk Trends predicts above average 
temperatures in the Indian Ocean that is likely to result in increased rainfall,  
windstorms and flooding as well as cyclone development. Following the flooding and 
cyclone disaster earlier this year, the country undertook a lessons learned exercise to 
strengthen its disaster preparedness and response plans.  
 
Findings from this exercise identified the need for strengthened coordination mecha-
nisms, better advocacy and improved information management. Additionally,  
the findings signalled a clear need for stronger early recovery planning, as well as 
closer cooperation between early recovery and humanitarian actors.    
 
Taking these findings forward, the government and its partners’ with support from the 
Regional Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for Southern Africa (OCHA 
ROSA) set out to revise its national Contingency Plan in October. The plan focuses on 
natural hazards, epidemics and human displacement as a result of natural disasters.  
 
As an initial step, OCHA supported the government, UN country team (UNCT) and  
partners’ to assess their disaster preparedness and response capacity for this year’s 
cyclone season.  The plan is currently being finalised and as part of this process a 
simulation exercise will be held to test the practical implementation of the plan from  
19 to 24 November. 
 
SWAZILAND: The US$15.6 million Swaziland drought appeal is 54.7 percent funded. 
According to the latest information available on the Financial Tracking Service, the  
water and sanitation, early recovery and protection components of the appeal have 
received no funding.   
For more information visit:  http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-
mergencyDetails&appealID=772 
 
A Community and Household Surveillance (CHS) survey was completed this month in all 
four regions of the country by the World Food Programme (WFP). The results will be 
released shortly. The CHS survey included collection of anthropometric data on women 
and children in all four regions. For a comparative analysis, the May 2007 VAC results 
for the Hhohho and Manzini regions will be used. The data will enable humanitarian 
partners to determine the level of food security in these areas following humanitarian 
aid interventions to the drought. The findings will also enable WFP to identify trends, 
which will be used to improve its operations. 
 
LESOTHO: The US$18.9 million drought flash appeal is 58.3 percent funded. To date, 
no funds have been committed for the child protection and early recovery components 
of the appeal.  To view report visit: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-
emergencyDetails&appealID=773 
 
A Community and Household Surveillance (CHS) survey will be conducted in Lesotho in 
all ten districts in November. In parallel to the CHS survey, Action Against Hunger with 
support from WFP will conduct a separate nutrition survey that includes aspects of 
household food security in all 10 districts. The aim of these assessments will be to  
determine the level of food security and nutrition following food aid interventions in 
response to the country’s drought emergency.  This data will be compared to the  
findings of an earlier CHS survey conducted in March 2007.  
 

Angola: Pockets of food insecurity 
exist in the northern, central parts 
and southern parts of the county, 
following a poor harvest due to 
rainfall deficits. An unspecified 
number of moderately food  
insecure households exist in  
Ambuila, Bungo, Negage, Puri, 
Sanza Pombo and Songo (Uige) 
due to the impact of cassava  
mosaic virus on cassava  
production.  An urgent assessment 
is needed to assess the impact of 
the virus on cassava production. 
The government and its partners 
have completed developing a  
Contingency Plan (CP) for five 
scenarios, namely floods, drought, 
epidemics, fire and landslides. 
 
Zimbabwe: Preparations for the 
current agricultural season are 
underway. The Ministry of  
Agriculture is placing a greater 
emphasis on agriculture extension 
and intensification efforts to raise 
the yield level and area planted to 
three million MT from two million 
hectares last year. The water and 
sanitation situation in Bulawayo 
city remains critical. Humanitarian 
partners are working to address 
the situation through the  
rehabilitation and or drilling of 
boreholes. Findings of an  
assessment conducted by  
Refugees International (RI) on the 
humanitarian situation of  
Zimbabweans leaving the country 
to Zambia, Botswana and South 
Africa states the most pressing 
needs for the majority of  
Zimbabweans are food, shelter, 
healthcare and employment. 
 
Zambia: In preparation of rainy 
season and the lessons learned 
from flood disaster earlier this 
year, the government and its  
partners, with support from  
Regional Office for the  
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs for Southern Africa 
(OCHA ROSA) and UNDP's  
Bureau for Crisis Response and 
Recovery (BCPR), are in the  
process of developing a  
Contingency Plan (CP) for three 
scenarios, namely floods, drought 
and cholera. Coupled with this 
exercise, training of District  
Disaster Management Committees 
in disaster preparedness planning 
was carried out in eight of the 45 
districts that were affected by 
floods. 
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ANGOLA: The majority of households in northern and central Angola are generally food 
secure. However, pockets of food insecurity exist in the northern and central parts of 
Angola. Approximately, 2,000 households are highly food insecure in Alto Cauele. There 
are an unspecified number of moderately food insecure households in Ambuila, Bungo, 
Negage, Puri, Sanza Pombo and Songo (Uige) due to the impact of cassava mosaic  
virus (CMV) on cassava production. In southern Angola, 15,000 households are food 
insecure following a poor harvest caused by rainfall deficits. An urgent assessment of 
the impact of the cassava virus attack on cassava production in northern Angola is  
currently needed.  

According to FEWS Net, the food security situation is expected to deteriorate,  
particularly in southern Angola between November 2007 and March 2008. The major 
factors behind the likely deterioration in food security are the limitations on nacas 
cropping activities and the unimodal nature of the area’s agriculture.  
To view full report visit: 
www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/131107_FEWS_Exec_overview_food_
security.pdf 

The SADC Drought Monitoring Centre (http://www.dmc.co.zw/) rainfall forecast  
suggests an increased chance of normal to below-normal rainfalls for the majority of 
provinces, excluding Benguela, Namibe, Huila and Cunene, between October and  
December 2007 and then for the northern provinces between January and March 
2008. This forecast will not have a strong negative impact on the food security in 
northern provinces, where cassava, a drought-resistant crop, is the main staple food. 
However, a lack of rainfall would further aggravate the food security of households in 
those districts affected by CMV, especially in Alto Cauale, where households do not 
produce significant amounts of alternative staple food crops.  

The CP is currently under review by all provinces and UN / NGO participants for  
comments. The final document will be sent to the Council of Ministers for approval 
around mid-November. 
 
ZIMBABWE: Preparations for the current agricultural season are underway.  
Government and NGOs are implementing new strategies and approaches to support 
the sector. In so doing, the Ministry of Agriculture is placing a greater emphasis on  
agriculture extension and intensification efforts for this season to raise the yield level 
and area planted. The Government, through the Ministry of Agriculture, has announced 
crop production targets for 2007/08 as well as an update on the agricultural resource 
situation. The target for maize production is three million MT from two million hectares 
(1.5 MT/ha). The projected yield if realized would be a significant increase from the  
1.6 million hectare (ha) planted in 2006/07 and would be the largest ever recorded. 
The full report is available at: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2007.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/LRON-
78RKAE-Full_Report.pdf/$File/Full_Report.pdf 

However, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), shortages of  
fertilizer, fuel and ox-draught have affected land preparation.  Large numbers of  
ox-ploughs have been procured by the reserve bank and distributed to farmers.  
It is estimated that there are 40 000 tonnes of hybrid seed and 10 000 tonnes of  
open-pollinated seed maize varieties, sufficient to plant two million hectares (ha) at 
25kg per ha.   Sorghum and millet seeds are normally sold or borrowed from farmer to 
farmer.  Seed of pulse crops are generally in short supply.  Some fertilizer is reported  
to be coming from China but whether it can be distributed in good time for planting 
remains to be seen.  Oxen are in poor condition in the drier parts of the country  
following the long dry period.   

The water and sanitation situation in Bulawayo city remains critical. In some residential 
areas, piped water is available only two days a week and for a few hours due to poor 
infrastructure. UNICEF and Delta Corporation will rehabilitate 70 out of the  
79 boreholes at the Nyamandlovu aquifer, in order to pump water to the city.  
World Vision has sunk 160 boreholes within the city and a further 60 are planned.  
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Namibia: Drought conditions in 
the Kunene Region are worsening 
with numerous farmers losing 
large numbers of livestock. In  
response to this, the Government 
is subsidising communal farmers 
with transportation for their cattle 
to official quarantine facilities and 
registered abattoirs, so that  
farmers could benefit from the sale 
of the meat before the animals die. 
Further assistance is needed in the 
form of fodder, lick and enough 
boreholes for livestock. As a result 
of this year’s flooding in the  
Caprivi region, the government 
and UN Country Team are  
developing a contingency plan 
which will specifically focus on 
flooding in the Caprivi area. 
 
Botswana: The UN in Botswana is 
in the process of finalizing the 
Common Country Assessment 
(CCA) in order to begin work in 
2008 on the UN Development  
Assistance Framework (UNDAF), 
which is expected to be completed 
by 2010 and synchronized with 
the new National Development 
Plan.   
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The hand pumps will significantly contribute to the daily water supply. Despite the lack 
of adequate water and sanitation, the diarrhoea situation in the city remained stable in 
October.  
The full report is available at 
www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2007.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/LRON-78RKAE-
Full_Report.pdf/$File/Full_Report.pdf 

Findings of a recent assessment conducted by Refugees International (RI) on the  
humanitarian situation of Zimbabweans leaving the country to Zambia, Botswana and 
South Africa were released this month. The report titled, “Zimbabwe Exodus: Too Little, 
but Not Too Late” states that the greatest need for the vast majority of Zimbabweans is 
to be able to send food and money to their families back home. Furthermore, it states 
that the provision of humanitarian assistance is severely hampered by the  
undocumented status of a majority of Zimbabweans. The most pressing needs for the 
majority of Zimbabweans are food, shelter, healthcare and employment. The report 
also includes a number of recommendations to improve the humanitarian response.  
To view the full report visit: www.refintl.org/content/article/detail/10280 

ZAMBIA:  According to government’s meteorological department, normal to above 
rainfall is expected and likely to increase in intensity during January and February 
2008, particularly in the low-lying north western, western and Luapula provinces. 

In preparation of rainy season and the lessons learned from flood disaster earlier this 
year, the government and its partners, with support from Regional Office for the  
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for Southern Africa (OCHA ROSA) and UNDP's  
Bureau for Crisis Response and Recovery (BCPR), are in the process of developing a 
Contingency Plan (CP) for three scenarios, namely floods, drought and cholera. Coupled 
with this exercise, training of District Disaster Management Committees in disaster 
preparedness planning was carried out in eight of the 45 districts that were affected by 
floods 
 
According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the Government of Zambia is 
planning to provide subsidized inputs of four bags each of Urea and ‘D’ Compound  
fertilizer and 10kgs of hybrid maize seed to 80 000 families.  This figure is under  
review and more information is expected soon.   The planting season is now in full 
swing and any delays in provision of subsidised inputs will result in late planting and 
will reduce yield potential. 

SOUTH AFRICA: The Crop Estimates Committee’s, third forecast estimates the 2007 
winter wheat harvest at 1,714, 950 tonnes, from 632,000 hectares (ha) compared to 
2,105, 000 tonnes from 764.800 ha recorded last year. This is 390,050 tonnes less 
as a result of the reduced area planted (132,800 ha).   
 
White Maize prices was finished at R1,773 (US$272.77, approximately) for the week  
beginning 26th October , a 40 percent increase from last year and a 117 percent 
above the levels at the same time in 2005, respectively.  These higher prices provide a 
good incentive for farmers to plant maize this year.  High cereal prices have had a 
knock-on effect on the prices of animal feed, making it considerably more expensive 
than in previous years.   
 
Rainfall has been generally favourable in the main maize growing provinces and  
commercial farmers have ample access to seasonal credit from financial institutions.  
Meanwhile, many emerging farmers in communal areas do not have the necessary  
collateral for the purchase of farm inputs and make do with inferior seed and less than 
optimal fertilizer.  This results in much lower yields, usually between a quarter and one 
sixth of those obtained on commercial farms, where the correct inputs are procured 
and used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATEST REPORTS AND 
RESEARCH 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
EFFORTS IMPROVING  
PREPAREDNESS 
Launch of Information Portal on 
Disaster Risk Reduction:  
Proventionweb 
 
In support of the Hyogo  
Framework for Action, the  
International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR) secretariat is 
developing an information portal 
on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
called Proventionweb.  
 
The primary purpose of the portal 
is to facilitate the work of  
professionals involved in disaster 
risk reduction and promote an 
understanding of the subject by 
non-specialists. The portal will go 
live on 15 November 2007 at 12h00 
GMT. To visit the new site: 
www.preventionweb.net  
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NAMIBIA: Drought conditions in the Kunene Region are worsening with numerous 
farmers losing large numbers of livestock. Farmers are moving livestock to areas where 
some grazing land is still available such as the Omusati and Omakange areas. The  
region compiled a report earlier this year alerting the Government about the situation, 
which needed urgent attention. The Government came up with assistance to subsidise 
the communal farmers with transporting their cattle to official quarantine facilities and 
registered abattoirs, so that farmers could benefit from the sale of the meat before the 
animals died. However, further assistance is needed in the form of fodder, lick and 
enough boreholes from which their livestock can drink.   
 
The Government of Namibia is promoting the use of fertilizer and improved seed during 
the coming season.  A sum of NAD$5 million (US$747,230.87) has been allocated by 
the Cabinet for the implementation of the seed and fertilizers subsidy scheme to be 
implemented in six crop growing regions of Kavango, Caprivi, Omusati, Ohangwena, 
Oshikoto and Oshana during the 2007/2008 season. Of this amount NAD$2 million 
(US$ 298,981.24) is set aside for purchase of seeds of millet, sorghum, maize and 
sunflower. The remaining NAD$3 million (US$ 448,535.314) will go towards a  
government revolving fund for transport and printing of vouchers.  
 
Also, the Government of Japan through its Grant assistance for underprivileged farmers 
programme donated a total of 690 tons of fertilizer (13,800 bags) for six regions.  Each 
of the six regions will have an allocation of 2,300 bags or 115 tonnes. Farmers will pay  
NAD$50 (approximately US$7.5) per 50kg bag of fertilizer. 
 
As a result of this years flooding in the Caprivi region, the government and UN Country 
Team are developing a contingency plan. The country has requested support from  
Regional Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for Southern Africa  
(OCHA ROSA) to develop the plan, which will focus on flooding in the Caprivi area. 
 
From 27 October to 2 November 2007, representatives from the Namibian  
Vulnerability Assessment Committee (NVAC) undertook a technical liaison mission to 
Malawi to learn from the Malawian VAC, with support from the Namibian Government 
and the Regional VAC, Regional Hunger and Vulnerability Programme (RHVP) and 
MVAC. The overall objective of the technical liaison was to share information on the 
technical tools for data collection, processing and dissemination to inform best practice 
as well as strengthen the country’s technical capacity in food security monitoring and 
vulnerability analysis. From this mission, both VACs hope to strengthen linkages to  
enhance their technical and analytical skills for gathering and analysing  
multi – disciplinary food security and vulnerability information to inform decision  
making policy. In so doing, the mission recommended the institutionalisation of the 
NVAC within government structures supported by a fully functional secretariat. 
 
ZAMBIA: The overall food security situation in Zambia is stable, despite flooding in 
some areas and dry spells in others resulting in localised yield losses. Targeted  
assistance to the approximately 295,000 people who have been directly affected by 
the floods has been required. Approximately 7,000 MTs of maize had been distributed 
by the Government to flood-affected areas and this is expected to cover the emergency 
food needs created by the January and February floods. However, delivery of  
assistance remains an obstacle due to logistical constraints and damaged roads and 
infrastructure. Agencies are mobilising resources for inputs into winter cropping in 
North Western, Western and Eastern Provinces, as well as for longer-term agricultural 
recovery projects.  
 
Even though the waters have receded in most flood-affected areas, concerns remain 
about an increase in malaria and waterborne diseases, especially in areas where water 
is contaminated from flooded wells and pit latrines. UNICEF has expressed concern 
regarding the nutritional status of children and increased vulnerability to malaria and 
diarrhea.  
 
The Ministry of Health has dispatched water purification supplies to address this issue. 
Approximately 640 "School-in-a-Box" kits were given to the Ministry of Education by 
UNICEF. This will ensure that 60,000 children in flood-affected provinces will be able to 
continue their education. Discussions regarding post-flood, early recovery needs have 
begun with partners and national authorities. The Disaster Management Consultative 
Forum will meet in June to discuss the best options for moving forward with a coordi-

  
LATEST REPORTS AND 
RESEARCH 
Integrating Disaster Risk  
Reduction into the Millennium 
Development Goals 
ActionAid and UN International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
(ISDR) commissioned a review  
to promote the integration of  
disaster risk reduction with the  
Millennium Development Goals.  
 
A matrix identifies the eight 
MDGs and their related Targets 
and correlates each of these with 
the five Priorities for Action of the 
Hyogo Framework for Action 
(HFA) and their subsidiary Key 
Activities. The matrix will have for 
practitioners and policy makers 
alike to comment on and to  
contribute examples of best (and 
worse) practice. 
  
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 
VISIT: WWW.ACTIONAID.ORG 

The World Development Report 
calls for stronger financial invest-
ment in Agriculture 
This month, the World Bank  
released its first analysis of  
agriculture since 1982 entitled, 
“World Development Report 2008: 
Agriculture for Development”. 
The report calls for greater  
support to help small scale far-
mers cope with and adapt to risks 
such as natural disasters, extreme 
weather events and price  
fluctuations.  
 
The report argued for greater  
investment in agriculture for  
halving poverty, and pointed out 
that Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) growth originating in  
agriculture is about four times 
more effective in reducing poverty 
than growth originating outside 
the sector. It provides  
recommendations and case studies 
on how to support smallholder 
agriculture. 
 
FULL REPORT CAN BE ACCESSED AT: 
WWW.SAHIMS.NET/DOCLIBRARY/SA
HIMS_DOCUMENTS/2007/NOV/WD
R_REPORT.PDF 
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nated, multi-sectoral early recovery plan. The post-flood VAC is planned for June and 
will be supported logistically and financially by international NGOs and UN  
agencies. 
 
Humanitarian partners (national authorities, UN Agencies, donors and international 
organizations) conducted a Lessons Learned exercise to evaluate the response to the 
floods in the country and offer recommendations regarding early warning and  
preparedness, rapid assessments and operational response. The recommendations 
focus on clarifying roles and responsibilities of different actors, harmonizing early  
warning and data collection systems, capacity-building of district disaster management 
structures and ensuring timely and coordinated information gathering and sharing to 
trigger appropriate action in humanitarian situations. A plan of action based on the 
recommendations is expected to be endorsed by partners the coming month. As of the 
end of May, the Zambia Appeal for US$ 8.9 million was funded at only  
4.5 percent. 
 

Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) 
hosts Crisis Prevention and Recovery Workshop 
In the last decade, Eastern and Southern Africa have seen an  
increasing number of both natural and complex disasters that 
have compromised development goals and continue to  
undermine the continent’s ability to achieve the Millennium  
Development Goals (MDGs). In so doing, the UNDP, Bureau for 
Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) held a training workshop 
on Crisis Prevention and Recovery from 5 to 9 November in  
Johannesburg, South Africa. Participants from 21 countries across 
Southern and Eastern Africa attended the conference. The overall 
aim of the workshop was to strengthen the technical and 
programmatic capacity of UNDP’s country offices on crises 
namely conflict and natural disasters.  
 
More specifically, the conference aimed to address three  
objectives, namely; 
• To strengthen programmatic and technical capacity of UNDP’s  

county offices (COs) staff on crisis (conflict & disasters)  
prevention and recovery; 

• To enhance knowledge on gender in CPR, and 
• To come up with CPR country priorities, and based on these 

discuss and agree on key areas of programmatic and technical 
support by BCPR to COs in (East and) Southern Africa. 

 
The overall outcome of the workshop was the agreement on  
priorities for crisis (disasters and conflict) prevention and  
recovery activity in all 21 UNDP country offices from eastern  
and southern Africa, and the expected technical and  
programmatic support required from BCPR. From the workshop 
evaluation, participants indicated that the workshop was  
valuable in terms of enhancing their understanding on disaster 
risk reduction (DRR), conflict prevention, gender, crisis  
prevention and recovery interventions. The full workshop report 
will be released shortly. 
 

AfricaSan+ 5 Conference Planned to Strengthen 
MDGs for Water and Sanitation 
The year 2008 has been declared the International Year of  
Sanitation (IYS) by the United Nations. AfricaSan +5 will host its 
second conference on sanitation and hygiene in Durban, South 
Africa from 18 – 20 February 2008. The conference follows-up 
five years after the First AfricaSan Conference in 2002 that helped 
to establish a Millennium Development Goal (MDG) specifically 
for sanitation at the landmark World Summit on Sustainable  

Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa.  
Participants will include ministers in charge of sanitation and 
other relevant ministries from African countries; managerial-
level sector professionals from the public and private sectors;  
and sanitation sector practitioners in civil society, external  
support agencies and research/training institutions; and the  
media. Delegates from global organizations and other regions 
will also share lessons and experiences relevant to sub-Saharan 
Africa. For further information on the conference and on how to  
participate in the conference agenda, contact the Conference or  
Secretariat: conference@wisa.org.za  or visit the Africasan  
website:  www.africasan2008.net 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Training on 
HIV and GBV in Emergency Settings in Zimbabwe 
Given, the country’s protracted emergency situation, scaling up 
access to HIV and AIDS services, especially for populations of 
humanitarian concern is a challenge. UNAIDS in collaboration 
with OCHA and the UNAIDS Regional Support Team held an 
IASC training on HIV and Gender Based Violence (GBV) from 
22-24 October 2007 in Harare, Zimbabwe. The aim workshop was 
to provide a framework for a more systematic integration of HIV 
and GBV concerns in humanitarian action. In so doing, the  
training practically provided guidance on how to strengthen not 
only the ongoing response but also emerging needs in the current 
humanitarian context. For more information please contact: 
Mumtaz Osman, UNAIDS RST osmanmu@unaids.org or James 
Mafusire - UNAIDS Zimbabwe james.mafusire@undp.org 
 

International Consultation on Islam and HIV/AIDS in 
Johannesburg from 26 - 30 November 2007 
Islamic Relief Worldwide will host an event which aims to 
 generate practical responses to the HIV and AIDS pandemic 
from an Islamic perspective. An international consultation  
entitled "Islam and HIV/AIDS" will take place in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, from 26 to 30 November 2007. This conference aims 
to contribute to halting the spread of the disease and to ensuring 
appropriate care for the people who have been affected by it.  
Further information can be obtained from 
www.islamandhivaids.org or via e-mail: media@islamic-
relief.co.za 
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Event: Regional Vulnerability Assessment Stakeholder Meeting 
Date: 28 November - 4 December 2007 
Time: All day 
Venue: Birchwood Hotel, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact: Isaac Tarakidzwa - itarakidzwa@sadc.int 
 
Event: Regional Contingency Planning Workshop 
Date: 5 – 7 December 2007 
Time: All day 
Venue: Birchwood Hotel, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact: Tessa Naidoo - secretariat@sahims.net  
 
Event: Macroeconomics and HIV & AIDS 
Date: 16 November 2007 
Time: 10am 
Venue: 7 Merafe House, UNDP RSC Video Conference Room 
Contact: Lemma Merid - lemma.merid@undp.org 
 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


