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Weekly Situation Update 

UNHCR Kenya Operation 
Week Ending: Friday, 30 April, 2010 

Political, Social and Economic Developments within the last week 

Negotiations between church leaders and the Government on the contentious issues in the draft 

constitution collapsed after the government delegation was bound by a cabinet decision ruling out any 

amendments prior to the referendum. The contentious issues concern abortion, land policies and 

entrenchment of Islamic Courts in the constitution. 

  

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) projects Kenya’s economy to grow at slightly more than four 

per cent this year and improve to nearly six per cent in 2011. One major risk to this projected growth, 

however, is political instability. Such instability may largely hinge upon the outcome of the 

referendum on the constitution later this year. 

Refugee Influx 

Registration Statistics 26 to 30 April 2010 

Location Total BDI COD ERT ETH LBR RWA SOM SUD UGA 

Total 
Registered 
in 2010 

Nairobi 250 1 32 6 52 1 16 142     4,462 

Dadaab 725       53     667 5   17,919 

Kakuma 414 20 18   14     151 210 1 2,509 

Total 1,389 21 50 6 119 1 16 960 215 1 24,890 

Security concerns and security incidents over the last week 

NSTR 

Protection and protection related issues  

In Nairobi this week, 662 individuals arrived for registration. Of these, 327 were registered, of whom 

77 were issued movement passes to Kakuma. The remaining 335 persons were given an appointment 

to be registered at a later date. Of those registered, 44% of the individuals are from Somalia, 30% from 

DRC, 13% from Ethiopia, 6% from Eritrea, 5% from Rwanda, 2% from others. Of those issued an 

appointment for registration at a later time, 91% are from Somalia. There are now 7,769 individuals 

are pending registration, with the waiting period now extending to 27 June 2011. 

  

The issuance of movement passes from Nairobi is still problematic, as most of the letters are not 

issued by the Government on the same day as per agreed procedure. The applicants for movement 

passes are mainly Congolese. Many families are sleeping on the streets near the office as a result of the 

delays encountered to obtain the movement passes from the Government. 

  

In Nairobi this week, there were 82 new cases given a first instance Refugee Status Determination 

(RSD) appointment. That is, 64 cases of 74 individuals were interviewed this week. The waiting 

period for an RSD interview is now up to 23 August 2010. The number of cases pending an RSD 

interview is1130 cases/1338 individuals. 
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A PRM Officer from Washington, USA, visited the Urban Program, in particular the Registration 

Unit, with a specific interest in Somali and Ethiopian asylum seekers/refugees and protection problems 

they face in Nairobi. She also visited Eastleigh, the area in Nairobi where most of the Somali and 

Ethiopian refugees reside, and met with Kituo cha Sheria.  

 

IDP issues 
NSTR 

Emergency and other technical support  

NSTR 

Sub-Offices 

Kakuma 

 

Heavy rains fell in Kakuma and the rest of Turkana West District, resulting in the flooding of seasonal 

rivers and thereby affecting traffic flow on 23 and 24 April.   A Burundian male refugee narrowly 

escaped drowning when he was swept away by the swollen seasonal river near UNHCR offices. A 

Somali refugee drowned in the Tarach River and his body discovered by members of the host 

community 19 kms from Kakuma town.  

 

Donor mission visited Kakuma on 22 April which included Netherlands and France. (They met with 

local authorities, host community leaders, refugee leaders, visited hospital and school.)  A separate 

mission by the German Deputy Head of Mission also visited Kakuma on the same day, focussing on 

the host community and security issues.   

 

Incidence of Malaria increased during the week with 453 patients aged over 5 years testing positive 

compared to 234 in the previous week.  The high incidence rate can be attributed to the rains that have 

occurred since early April 2010.  Malaria diagnosis in children aged below 5 years is still being done 

clinically.  No deaths due to malaria have yet been reported. Measures being undertaken to reduce 

incidences include: 1) Refresher training for medical assistants on proper case management to reduce 

transmission; 2) Health education to community to use mosquito nets provided to them and to 

promptly seek treatment; 3) Procurement of additional anti-malaria drugs (CoArtem) and Rapid 

Diagnostic Test kits (RDTs); and 4) Daily collation of data on morbidity and mortality to observe 

trends in order to determine additional resources required. 

 

A total of 5,500 temporary shelters, 4,264 semi-permanent shelters and 935 vulnerable shelters have 

been constructed in the new settlement area for the Dadaab relocatees and spontaneous new arrivals.  

 

In total, 67,610 refugees (23,983 households) had their old ration cards exchanged in a week long 

exercise from 16 to 23 April 2010.  It entailed the use of bar code scanners to facilitate the 

replacement of old ration cards with new ones.  The Card Exchange will resume during the first food 

distribution cycle of May 2010 that begins on  03 May, after which  all those who will not have 

exchange their cards will be deactivated from the database.  The coverage for card exchange was 

estimated at 97.5%.  

 

Dadaab 

The new Deputy High Commissioner, Mr T Alex Aleinikoff, visited Dadaab on Tuesday 27 April as 

part of his first field mission after joining UNHCR.  Accompanied by the Representative and the 

Deputy Director of the Africa Bureau, Mr Aleinikoff visited a range of activities in camps and 
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discussed the operation with refugees and staff of both UNHCR and partner agencies.  He commented 

on the scale and complexity of the situation and the energy of the operation. 

 

The Provincial Commissioner, North Eastern Province, Mr James Ole Seriani, visited the border area 

near Liboi on Thursday 29 April in order to review the options for the re-opening of a refugee 

reception centre as part of the Security Partnership Project (SPP).  He was accompanied by the HSO 

and other staff of SO Dadaab.  The Sub Office provided accommodation for Mr Seriani and his senior 

staff on the evening before, and hosted a nyama choma dinner at which a variety of issues were 

discussed in a less formal atmosphere.  The Provincial Commissioner has promised to pay another 

visit soon so that he can visit the refugee camps and better appreciate the complexities of the 

operation. 

 

The Refugee Affairs Committee (an inter-ministerial body set up under the Kenyan Refugees Act) has 

given its endorsement to the Verification Exercise in Dagahaley and has expressed a wish for it to 

resume as soon as possible.  Plans are complete for the exercise to start on 5 May, but will initially 

been done at a reduced processing rate.  There are still tensions over the selection of the verification 

clerks; political leaders of both Fafi District and Lagdera District are each insisting that 100% of these 

positions are given to their own constituents, with none being given to the other district - conflicting 

demands which are clearly mathematically impossible to satisfy - and the usual implied threats of 

unspecified adverse consequences for humanitarian agencies are being issued.  The selection has been 

based on a fair, transparent and totally objective test simulating the actual competencies required.  The 

Head of Sub Office (HSO) will meet with host community leaders in the presence of the District 

Commissioner and other Government of Kenya officials on 3 May to explain the arrangements.  The 

success of the process, and the safety of the staff involved, is heavily dependant on the Government of 

Kenya providing adequate security support, and being prepared to acknowledge publicly that 

verification is a process which the government itself requires UNHCR to implement, and is not simply 

a unilateral initiative by UNHCR.  

 

 


