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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 HAITI: 20,000 cases of cholera treated in Haiti.  According to WHO, the epidemic will spread to the Dominican Republic. 
 COLOMBIA: Government declared a State of Public Calamity for 28 departments affected by rains -1.3 million people affected 
 GUATEMALA: More than 1500 people affected by cold weather are in emergency shelters. 
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EPIDEMIC 
CHOLERA - HAITI: According to the World 

Health Organization (WHO) the cholera epidemic 

will spread to the Dominican Republic but is not 

expected to have as strong an impact. Many 

Haitians work in the Dominican Republic and 

facilitate the spread of the disease – the first 

case of cholera was reported in the country last 

week. The Government of the Dominican 

Republic is workings on sanitary measures to 

contain a cholera outbreak in the country.  

More than 1,200 people have died in Haiti from 

the recent cholera outbreak and more than 

20,000 people have caught the disease. The 

United Nations regrets that the recent violence 

against peace keeping forces, especially in the 

Cap Haitien, have forced cancellation of flights to 

the region and thus suspended some 

humanitarian assistance operations. Of the 

USD$164 million requested to combat the 

cholera epidemic in Haiti, only 10 per cent of the 

funds have been received. 
Source: United Nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOODS – STRONG RAINS 
COLOMBIA: The Government of Colombia 

declared a state of public calamity for 28 of the 

country’s 32 departments due to strong rains.  

Approximately 140 people have died, 220 were 

injured and due to flooding, mudslides, electrical 

storms and overflowing of rivers.  Some 1,750 

houses have been destroyed and another 215 

were damaged.  The declaration provides 

departmental and municipal governments with 

authority to mobilize aid quickly. The strong 

rains have affected 1.3 million people in the 

The toll from heavy rains in Colombia is 140 dead and 1.3 million 
people affected.  28 departments are under a state of emergency. 
EFE©. 
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country.  The above average rainy season is a 

product of La Niña, which is linked to the cooling 

of the Tropical Pacific Ocean, and one of the 

worst seasons for the country in the last three 

decades. The most affected departments are in 

the Caribbean region: Bolívar with 265,000 

people affected, followed by Magdalena with 

161,000, Córdoba with 151,000 and Sucre with 

107,000. 
Source: Government of Colombia. 

 

VENEZUELA: Strong rains since last week has 

affected Venezuela’s central coastal zone: 

 
State Affectation 

Zulia 4,000 hectares of crops damaged; 

2,000 people affected; 

100 communities affected; 

300 houses flooded 

Vargas Declared under a state of emergency due to 

mudslides and collapsed houses  

Sucre 210 houses damaged 

Falcon 2,400 families affected 

 

Venezuelan Civil Protection has sent 6 tons of 

food, water, clothing and medicine to affected 

areas.  
Source: Government of Venezuela.  

 

COSTA RICA: Rains associated with Tropical 

Storm Nicole and Hurricane Tomas caused 

severe damages to agriculture, with estimated 

losses at more than USD$38.6 million. This 

figure represents 1 percent of the country’s 

2009 agriculture production.  According to Costa 

Rica’s authorities, this rainy season has been the 

most intense that they have experienced in the 

last 60 years.  
Source: Government of Costa Rica. 

 

 

COLD WAVE 
GUATEMALA: Due to the cool temperatures 

throughout Guatemala, the National Coordinator 

for Disaster Reduction (CONRED, for its acronym 

in Spanish) has prepared 18 shelters in the 

country, which are hosting 1,560 people. The 

cold wave began on 5 November and is expected 

to end in February 2011.  The shelter with the 

most people is in Antigua Guatemala, 

Department of Sacatepéquez, where authorities 

are attending 892 people.  People arriving to the 

shelters receive blankets, ponchos, personal 

hygiene kits and food rations as part of the 

humanitarian assistance provided.  
Source: Government of Guatemala. 

 


