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Water collection in the morning in Touloum, eastern Chad. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux 
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Barge carrying non-food items departing from Juba to Bor. Photo: UNHCR/M. Bisau 
 
Security 
The general security situation in Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria States is stable but tense due to 
alleged Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) movements and activities in the Maridi areas in Western Equatoria 
State as well as along the Juba-Torit road in Central and Eastern Equatoria States. The Juba-Rokon road is 
now safe as the Dinka herdsmen, who were considered a security risk on that road, have now moved away 
from the Mundri area in Western Equatoria on their way back to Bor. 
 
First tripartite agreement for repatriation of Sudanese refugees is signed 
On 12 January, UNHCR signed a tripartite agreement with Sudan and Kenya that sets out the roles and 
obligations of each side in helping Sudanese refugees go home from Kenya. In the agreement, all sides 
agreed that any returns should be voluntary. Sudan pledged to ensure that refugees can return in safety and 
dignity and Kenya pledged to continue to safeguard the rights of refugees who decide to stay in Kenya for 
now. This agreement is the first of several tripartite agreements that UNHCR expects to sign with other 
countries of asylum neighboring Sudan that will enable up to 70,000 refugees to return to South Sudan in the 
first half of the year. The agreements with the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and with the Central 
African Republic (CAR) are expected to be signed on 30 January and 1 February respectively and 
agreements with Uganda and Ethiopia are being negotiated. 
 
Juba celebrates anniversaries of Sudan’s independence and peace agreement  
On 9 January, an estimated 10,000 citizens of Juba turned out at Juba Buluk Peace Ground to take part in 
celebrations as the Government of South Sudan commemorated Sudan’s 50th anniversary since 
independence and the one year anniversary of the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). 
Foreign dignitaries who participated in the celebrations included Kenya’s former President, Daniel Arap Moi, 
Uganda’s First Vice President and the Chief mediator of Sudan’s peace talks General Lazarus Sumbeyo of 
Kenya. The advisor to President el Bashir, Mansour Khalid, who is an SPLM/A member, participated as the 
official representative of the Government of National Unity. The First Vice President and President of South 
Sudan, Salva Kiir Mayardit, delivered a keynote address in which he spelt out the priorities of the 
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Government of South Sudan and the plans for the next two years. The Secretary General of the SPLM/A, 
Pagan Amoun, also addressed the gathering and spoke about development in South Sudan, mentioning the 
lack of basic services in Juba in addition to the lack of funds from the well-publicized oil revenues that were 
expected to come from Khartoum as stipulated in the CPA. No salaries have been paid. At the same time, 
insecurity reigns in most parts of Equatoria due to armed banditry largely blamed on the LRA who are 
allegedly terrorizing citizens as they roam the forests of Eastern and Western Equatoria.  
 
Juba-Yei road 
Movement continues to be heavy on the Juba-Yei road. Although the road remains in disrepair, there is some 
natural improvement due to the dry season and trucks are now able to cover the 100 mile-distance between 
the two towns in five hours. This has increased tremendously the volume of traffic on the road making it one 
of the most heavily used roads in South Sudan. UN vehicles and personnel can now use the road with 
military escort although it has not yet been officially declared safe by the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS). 
 
Return movements 
 
Refugees 
UNHCR Nasir met with the Monitoring and Evaluation Chief Coordinator of the Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) office in Nairobi, James Queth, who has also visited the UNHCR office 
on 18 December 2005 prior to his mission to Dingkar village. Mr. Queth explained that there is a significant 
number of returnees from Ethiopia to Dingkar and Kaickuon (Upper Nile). The SRRC started to register the 
returnees and came up with the figure of 527 households, although this figure is still incomplete. In order to 
have comprehensive information, Mr. Queth agreed to use the UNHCR monitoring and tracking form. No 
registration system of returnees has been established in Nasir itself and the actual figure of returnees routing 
through Nasir is still unknown. UNHCR’s movement remains restricted to a two-kilometre range of the town of 
Nasir due to mined surroundings. 
 
Last week in Malakal, eight families (72 individuals) returning from Dimma and Fugnido refugee camps in 
Ethiopia were registered. The majority of the returnees are going to Akobo, Waat, Nasir, Baliet and Maiwut 
localities. 
 
IDPs 
The Commissioner of Awerial reported the arrival of up to 17,000 returnees in Kaltok and Minkanan (close to 
Bunagok, south-east of Yirol, opposite Bor) from Khartoum, Juba and Terekeka. The SRRC and agencies in 
Bahr el Ghazal are trying to obtain more information to confirm these numbers. 
 
In Malakal, 36 families (201 individuals) returning from northern Sudan and northern Upper Nile were 
registered during last week. The majority of the returnees are going to Malakal, Baliet, Nasir, Atar and other 
Payams in greater Upper Nile region.  
 
Returnee assessment in Lakes 
During the Lakes coordination meeting on 4 January, the SRRC informed agencies and NGOs that returnees 
from Uganda (87), Yambio (191) and Maridi (173) have been arriving in Rumbek Central County. UNHCR 
participated in an assessment mission on 5-6 January. Returnees from Yambio and Maridi will be assisted 
through community support and a one-off food distribution by WFP.  
 
Mine Action 
The Mine Risk Education Advisor (MREA) completed her mission to Juba and found that the Dinka who are 
returning to Bor after more than 16 years of displacement and transiting through Juba are in great need of 
Mine Risk Education (MRE). The MREA conducted an MRE session for approximately 100 people, primarily 
women and children in Lologo way station in Juba. UNMAS and UNHCR are coordinating mine surveying of 
the way station in Bor as well as of the Bor Dinka’s final points of return.  
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Anuak refugees in Pibor 
Following several assessment missions to the area of Pibor, UNHCR delivered non-food items, including 
blankets, mosquito nets, plastic sheets, kitchen sets, soap and jerry cans to the vulnerable amongst the 
Anuak refugees living there. There are approximately 700 Anuak refugees living in Pibor, who arrived as part 
of the mass influx of nearly 10,000 who fled the violence around Gambella (Ethiopia) in December 2003. 
These refugees have received very little assistance since their arrival and UNHCR assessment missions 
carried out in 2005 revealed that they are in desperate need of basic services. The lack of these services, 
shelter and domestic items, could lead to serious health problems and protection concerns and further strain 
relations between the refugees and the indigenous Murle people.  
 
Displaced Sudanese in the Democratic Republic of Congo  
About 2,000 Sudanese who fled the inter-ethnic conflict (between Dinkas and Zandes) in Yambio and Ezo 
(Western Equatoria) in November 2005 and settled spontaneously near Bangalu in the DRC (nine kilometres 
from the border with Sudan), have now formally requested asylum in the DRC because of continuing 
insecurity in their areas of origin. At the beginning of the crisis, these Sudanese had clearly stated that they 
were not seeking asylum in the DRC and had only requested assistance in terms of food and medicines. 
They will now be registered and accommodated in Mandofi site. 
 
Update on Sudanese in Egypt 
In Cairo, UNHCR teams continued to work day and night to assess the status of the Sudanese ex-
demonstrators still remaining in detention and threatened with deportation. On 11 January, 164 Sudanese 
asylum seekers and refugees, including 41 women and 31 children, and holders of UNHCR registration cards 
as asylum seekers or refugees, were released by the Egyptian authorities upon UNHCR's recommendation 
and following photo and identity verification. The Sudanese had lost their cards while being removed from the 
square. UNHCR issued all 164 with new cards and provided each with a one-time financial grant of 300 
Egyptian pounds (approximately US$ 60). Food, blankets and basic clothing were also distributed. 
 
The Egyptian authorities allowed UNHCR until 15 January to assess the status of the remaining 462 
Sudanese being held in two prisons and one military camp. Following expiry of the deadline, on 16 January, 
UNHCR met with the Egyptian authorities and requested additional time for a proper, in-depth legal analysis 
of the status of the remaining Sudanese in prison. UNHCR teams worked around the clock over the past 
week to assess their status, but given the number of Sudanese in detention, they were able to conduct 
interviews averaging only 30-40 minutes, which is not enough to do thorough status determination. UNHCR 
received positive indications that additional time would be granted. 
 
UNHCR asked that no one be deported at this stage, citing humanitarian grounds, and obtained adequate 
assurances that those in need of international protection will not be deported. UNHCR also reiterated the 
immediate need to release all women and children from prison (more than 190 remain in detention) as well 
as all Darfurians due to the current situation in Darfur. Meanwhile, UNHCR has provided all detainees with 
additional medical care, counselling as well as material support such as clothing, shoes and toiletries. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 44,723,237 
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Young refugees in Um Gargour. Photo: UNHCR 

 
Security 
The security situation in east Sudan can be described as calm but tense. On 11 January, Sudanese troops 
entered Hamesh Koreb town, threatening to expel the former SPLM/A and set up positions just 200 metres 
from SPLM/A positions. They later withdrew when a UN investigation team arrived. During the conflict in 
South Sudan, the SPLM/A fought alongside rebel groups in the province of Hamesh Koreb, which borders 
Eritrea. Under the CPA, the SPLM/A was supposed to redeploy its forces back to South Sudan within a year 
but has been delayed allegedly for logistical reasons.  
 
Meanwhile, the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) monitoring the border between the two 
countries continued to report movements of troops on both sides of the border, despite an earlier order from 
the Security Council to pull back or face sanctions. The ban imposed by the Eritrean Government on UN 
helicopters is still in place as are restrictions on the movement of peacekeeper patrols in certain sectors of 
the Temporary Security Zone (a buffer zone of 25 kilometres created between the two countries along the 
1,100 kilometre-long border).  
 
On the other hand, Sudan and Ethiopia are negotiating an amicable demarcation of their disputed border in 
Galabat locality/Gedaref State, which will reduce tensions during the dry season when animals need grazing 
land.  
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Emergency planning  
Contingency planning for an emergency in the event of a war between Ethiopia and Eritrea is progressing. 
With increased involvement by the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) and the Walis of the three States of 
Gedaref, Kassala and Red Sea, UNHCR secured the Government’s support to access border sites. Access 
to Karore holding camp in Red Sea State has exceptionally been granted to UNHCR. Preparatory measures 
in Kassala and Gedaref States are ongoing, including site cleaning, repairs and improvement of existing 
infrastructure as well as the addition of water points. Initial funds have been allocated to COR and other 
partners to cover these activities. Non-food Items have been delivered thanks to the UN Joint Logistics 
Centre (UNJLC) and WFP. UNJLC is an inter-agency facility reporting to the Humanitarian Coordinator and 
to the Inter-Agency Standing Committee. Its mandate is to coordinate and optimize the logistical capabilities 
of organizations in large-scale emergency operations. UNJLC operates under the custodianship of WFP, 
which is responsible for administration and management of the centre. UNJLC is funded from voluntary 
contributions channelled through WFP. 
 
Political developments 
In accordance with the CPA, two out of three State Governments in east Sudan, Kassala and Gedaref 
States, have constituted their cabinet upon ratification by the Government of National Unity in Khartoum. Red 
Sea State has yet to install a cabinet. Regional governments are now multi-party and their cabinets have 
been expanded to eight ministers.  
 
New arrivals 
The trend of new asylum seekers continues to be same as in the last two years, i.e. mostly young Eritrean 
men (draft evaders and deserters). However, the numbers in 2005 are slightly higher than in 2004 due to 
deterioration of the security situation in Eritrea. Additional resources are required to meet increased needs. 
On 5 January, there were 67 new arrivals waiting to be interviewed.  
 
Agricultural activities 
A mission was carried out in Central State camps by an agricultural specialist to facilitate the repayment 
process of the funds given to refugees during the last cultivation season as well as the opening of bank 
accounts. Three meetings were held in Fathirihman, Awad Elseed and Fau 5 with the participation of camp 
managers and elders’ committees. In Fathelrahman and Awad Elseed, the refugees will pay the money back 
in the first week of February. In Fau 5, the refugees complained about the low crop yield they obtained but 
assured that they will pay the money in installments during the months of February and March. Another 
meeting was held with the Government’s agricultural officers in the Fau area to find out the best way in which 
the agriculture department can help the refugees in income generation activities related to agriculture in Fau 
camp. The agriculture department is ready to assist refugee farmers by providing them with improved seeds, 
available in the department, and more training on improved agricultural practices. In addition, the agricultural 
department is ready to distribute 2,000 fedans of land belonging to the department and situated in the vicinity 
of Fau camp among refugee farmers during the next cultivation season for a small amount of money.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,311,357 
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Security 
The security situation in El Geneina remained quiet, especially during the religious holiday period (Eid). 
Occasional security incidents were reported in the town, although no UN agencies or NGOs were involved. 
There are continuing reports of a build up of troops and militias along both sides of the Chad/Sudan border. 
In Zalengei, information was received that troops from the area are redeploying to the border.  
 
Due to the recent upgrading of the security situation to Phase IV in some parts of West Darfur, significant 
staff reductions have taken place. With a ceiling of 16 international and relocatable national staff, a number of 
UNHCR staff will be relocated to Zalengei, Mukjar, Nyala and South Sudan. This relocation is understood to 
be temporary and will be reviewed after two months. 
 
The security situation in South Darfur remained calm during the reporting period. Some fighting between the 
two Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) groups was reported in early January about 200 kilometres north of Nyala.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Chadian arrivals 
Reports of an influx of Chadian civilians to Tendelti and Gellu could not be confirmed due to lack of access to 
border areas. The influx is reported to be about 280 families who fled from their villages in Chad following 
attacks by militias on their villages in late December. Most are either staying with relatives or have set up 
tents. Many came with livestock. UNHCR is in contact with traditional leaders from those villages to monitor 
the situation. 
 
Influx in Zalengei 
The influx of Hotiya and Fur IDPs into Zalengei continues but in smaller numbers. The Hotiya refugees 
continue to enter the Taiba site which was established for them. Fur IDPs are entering the previously existing 
IDP settlements. NGOs are responding to the needs of these IDPs in a well-organized manner. However, the 
authorities have proposed to move the IDPs in the Taiba site to another location. This proposal may affect 
resources which have already been invested into the site. The Taiba site, which houses nomadic Arab IDPs, 
is close to the pre-existing Hamidiya site, which hosts primarily Fur IDPs, and the proximity could cause 
tensions. Discussions on this subject between humanitarian agencies and the authorities are ongoing. 
 
The security situation in Abata, the area of origin of these new arrivals, remains volatile and the prospects for 
return at the moment are very limited. The area remains inaccessible to humanitarian agencies. There is 
unconfirmed information that as many as 12,000 IDPs are in this inaccessible area and waiting for the 
opportunity to go to Zalengei. 
 
Camp coordination 
UNHCR staff undertook evening and early morning visits to Riyad camp in El Geneina to verify the presence 
of new arrivals from the Gellu area. 
 
IDPs have been moving from Krinding 1 camp to Krinding 2 camp in El Geneina, apparently after local 
landowners wanted IDPs to vacate land which they were using in Krinding 1. UNHCR and other agencies 
have monitored this development closely and have had discussion with the Humanitarian Aid Commission 
(HAC) and the Ministry of Planning. A camp profile for Krinding 1 and 2 was initiated and is expected to be 
completed by the end of the week. 
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In Zalengei, there has been some concern at the curtailing of AU patrolling activities in IDP camps. The 24-
hour presence in the camps was suspended due to a broken generator and firewood and other daily patrols 
were reduced or suspended during Eid. This has been raised with the AU and is being rectified. 
 
IDPs from Masteri request relocation 
The security situation in Masteri, which has been precarious for some time, is deteriorating further. As a 
result, a committee representing about 20,000 IDPs in Masteri visited El Geneina to request the assistance of 
the Government and traditional authorities to move from Masteri to El Geneina. The committee reportedly 
presented an ultimatum – that they would either move to El Geneina or they would go to Chad. They 
presented their petition to the Wali and the Sultan and are awaiting a response. 
 
Protection 
The protection strategy document for 2006 was updated but cannot be distributed until the implications of the 
upgrade to Phase IV become clearer. The Protection Working Group did not formally convene due to the 
absence of participants but informal contact by members did occur. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Population movements  
There was an influx of about 15,000 IDPs in a village of Rokero north of Nertiti. They fled attacks by militias. 
An assessment mission to the area is planned by OCHA and WFP.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 16,684,051 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 9/10 

CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
The overall situation in eastern Chad remained calm, but was marked by a significant deployment of troops 
and military equipment in the border area, starting with Tine and soon to be extended to Goz Beida, and with 
repeated incursions blamed on janjaweed. During the reporting period, three incursions were reported. In 
total, 27 villages have reportedly been looted and burnt in the last few weeks.  
 
An extraordinary conference was held on 4 January in N’Djamena by the Heads of States of the Central 
African Economic and Monetary Community. The conference discussed the security situation in eastern 
Chad. The conference adopted a final statement and a final communiqué in which the State Members 
expressed solidarity with Chad by condemning the attacks on eastern Chad. Furthermore, throughout last 
week, the Chadian Government campaigned against the holding of the forthcoming AU summit in Khartoum 
and against Sudan’s upcoming tenure of the AU chairmanship. 
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Population movements 
Following repeated incursions blamed on janjaweed, ICRC reported an IDP movement, estimated at about 
10,000, in the border area of the southern axis. The IDPs converged in three areas: Koloy, Mour Gondigi and 
Leiouha.  
 
UNHCR liaised with IOM in Sudan over alleged returns from Chad to the Boba/Misky area in Sudan. IOM 
was unable to confirm or refute the allegations made by the SLA but established that there are small-scale 
returns to Zaghawa land predominantly involving cattle breeders.  
 
Situation at Oure Cassoni 
In Oure Cassoni refugee camp, the situation remained unresolved. Refugees continued to forbid 
humanitarian actors from working in the camp. Despite the deployment of a new team of gendarmes (14 
additional elements) to improve camp security, the refugees in the camp of Oure Cassoni are still refusing 
assistance activities (except for water supply) and are adamant that it is not the number of gendarmes that 
matters but tangible results in terms of security. Discussions at the ground level and with higher 
administration are expected to resolve the crisis before the next food distribution.  
 
Food security 
The food pipeline is sufficient up to June, but there could be a problem as of July, in which case rations will 
have to be reduced as of April in order to compensate for the gap in the rainy season. On a positive note, 
WFP’s latest nutritional bulletin confirms an encouraging forecast of 20,963,400 tons of harvest, i.e. 56 
percent more than in the last five years.  
 
Community services trainings  
UNHCR Abeche embarked on a series of trainings on community services issues in Guereda, Iriba, Bahai 
and Koukou. The training targets UNHCR and partner staff, Government counterparts and selected refugees. 
The training will be in French and will run till the end of January.  
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SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
New arrivals from the CAR 
Following the discussions between the UNHCR Representative and the Minister of Territorial Administration, 
two joint UNHCR/Government missions were conducted to monitor the border and find out if there were new 
arrivals. The first mission was to the axis Yamodo, Betel, Bekandian and Matiti, where an estimated 100 
refugees were found. The second mission was to the axis Gore-Bekoninga, where 18 families (75 people) 
had been identified in a previous monitoring mission. They were taken to the new refugee site at Gondjé.  
 
Nineteen families (100 people), mainly from the Peul Bororo ethnic group, have been registered by the 
Chadian Red Cross at Bekoninga between 3 and 6 January. They reported that they fled attacks on Bémal 
and Paoua localities. More refugees may have arrived at Bekoninga on 7 and 8 January, but have mingled 
with the local population. An estimated 60 people, mainly women and children, are in standby at Bekoninga 
site.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 51,116,400  


