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Humanitarian Updates: KENYA1 
 
1.0  THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION  
 

1.1 General Overview: 
 
During the month of May, there has been a further escalation of violence in many parts of the country, 
the most alarming being the gruesome killings of Matatu bus operators and other private citizens 
allegedly being carried out by the Mungiki sect. Cattle raids and ethnic-related violence have also 
been noted with 30 lives being lost due to cattle raiding and a further 5 deaths and numerous injuries 
coming as a result of separate incidents of ethnic violence in Bura Division (Tana River District) and 
Kuresoi in Molo District. 
 
Heavy rains caused flash flooding in coastal and western regions. Four children died while 3,000 
people were displaced in Coast Province  and over 3,600 people were displaced in Western Province 
following flash floods in Budalangi. Apart from usual displacements, the rains disrupted normal 
activities and destroyed property of unknown value i.e. crops, housing facilities and infrastructure. The 
Kenya food Security Meeting (KFSM) reports that the delayed rains have been erratic in most parts of 
the country and rainfall has been poor in most of the northern pastoral districts. There are concerns 
for poor pasture regeneration in Turkana, Mandera and Wajir Districts as this, coupled with 
inadequate rainfall, would strain pastoral livelihoods and household coping strategies in areas that 
have experienced repeated calamities over the past 12-15 months. 
 
Furthermore, several cases of cholera outbreaks have been reported in 10 districts in Kenya. Affected 
areas include: Kisumu, Mandera, West Pokot, Turkana, Siaya, Wajir and Dadaab camps with over 
227 cases during the past month. Poor hygiene and sanitation practices have been cited as causal 
factors in the upsurge where some cases are thought to go unrecorded because of poor access to 
health services. A measles outbreak in Wajir and Garissa districts has also caused some concern and 
there has been an outbreak of Aflatoxin poisoning in Meru District. 
 
Despite the closure of Kenya-Somalia border, UNHCR has recorded close to 5,000 refugees who 
have managed to trickle in since January 2007. Although the Kenyan Government has accepted that 
the screening and registration process take place, they have requested that the refugees be shipped 
off to Kakuma camp. The move could address some of the Kenyan authorities’ security concerns 
about the asylum seekers but would be very costly and would require heave logistics arrangements.  
  

1.2  Conflict and Insecurity  
 
In an ongoing battle between the outlawed Mungiki gang which has shadowy religious leanings and 
the police, the violence has taken a macabre twist. A total of 8 persons were beheaded during the 
month of May allegedly by the Mungiki whose extortionist protection racket along transport routes had 
been meeting increasing resistance from Matatu bus operators. Twenty-one persons including 6 
policemen and 2 loca l chiefs have died in the past three months since the Mungiki violence began. 
While special police units have been constituted to penetrate and dismantle the Mungiki network,  

                                                                 
1 This report is based on information received from the UN agencies in Kenya, international NGOs, Kenya Red Cross 
Society and other Humanitarian agencies in the country. 
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residents of affected villages live in fear of being attacked and many have fled to more secure 
townships or other areas.  
 
The Mungiki sect became prominent in the nineties at the dawn of multi-partyism in Kenya where 
ethnic clashes dominated relations between the Kalenjin and Kikuyu ethnic groups. In the past 15 
years, many felt that certain politicians used the Mungiki as a violent wing to further their political 
ambitions. However, it is evident that since the 2002 elections and the subsequent outlawing of 
Mungiki in 2003, the gang has continued to operate protection rackets in certain communities, 
confounding police efforts to curb them. Despite the recent wave of violence and subsequent 
crackdowns from security and judicial officials, the Mungiki continue to operate with apparent 
impunity. The recent arrest of several dozen suspected Mungiki came to naught as the courts were 
forced to release purported gang leaders due to lack of evidence. Nevertheless, the government is 
strengthening its efforts to arrest and try the perpetrators of the violence with condemnation coming 
from the head of state and from the Minister of Internal Security. Armed police have been assigned to 
main bus terminals in an effort to protect citizens. 
 

In a second incident within a 
month, 4 women and 2 children 
were injured following a clash 
between two clans in Bura 
division, Tana River District on 
23rd May 2007, subsequent to 
violence over the past two months 
that led to 6 deaths during the 
month of April. One of the injured 
women was pregnant while the 
children were aged 7 and 14 
years. Despite restoration of 
peace in Kuresoi area following 
repeated inter-ethnic conflict last 
year, 5 people were killed 
following an attack on May 10 th in 
Sondu River area of Kuresoi, 
Molo district. Two children were 
among those killed. In the incident 

15 houses including two small business enterprises (a shop and hotel) were burned down leading to 
the displacement of about 162 people. Related to these tensions, the Assistant Minister for Lands has 
announced government’s plans to re-settle 32,000 families from Molo, Londiani and Burnt Forest 
areas in Rift Valley Province during the ensuing fiscal year. This resettlement scheme which has been 
a long-standing request from the IDPs should go a long way to reducing the tensions which flare up in 
the form of inter-ethnic violence. 
 
More than 30 people lost their lives in separate cattle raid inciden ts in May. In Laikipia  district, people 
believed to be of Samburu origin attacked Ol Moron division on 19th May 2007 causing unconfirmed 
numbers of casualties.  Security officers repulsed the raiders and restored 160 of 200 animals that 
had been stolen and killing 9 cattle rustlers in the process. In Isiolo district, 21 people were killed, 6 
injured and 460 displaced in a cattle raid incidence at Lapulshiki village of Ol Donyiro division on the 
night of 20th May 2007. Elsewhere, 11 people including one raider were killed in Eboli village of 
Loiyangalani division in Marsabit district on May 7th following a raid. 1,180 shoats were stolen in the 
morning attack while 27 families were displaced in the incidence.  
 

Sondu River, Kuresoi clashes (11t h May 2007) -Photo by Keffa 
Magenyi, Coordinator of the  National IDP Network  
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The situation in Mt. Elgon is calmer following the Government’s intervention in which all Government 
officials from the District Commissioner to Division Officers were changed. The new DC having had 
experience with conflict resolution in North Eastern province has played a crucial role in brokering 
peace among the warring communities. Humanitarian response continues and life is slowly resuming 
a more normal tenor. Some IDPs have been seen returning to their homes and efforts are underway 
to capitalize on the delayed rains and plant crops before it is too late. Most schools re-opened but 
there were still some schools that remained closed; hundreds of students had transferred to other 
schools with the consequence of continued overcrowding and overstretched facilities in the opened 
and functioning schools.  
 

1.3 Torrential Rains and Flash Floods  
 
As the long rain season continued across the country, floods intensified in several parts of the country 
with the coastal region being the most affected. Areas which were affected by flash floods included 
Kilifi, Lamu, Mombasa, Garsen and Tana River districts. In coast province, four children lost their lives 
while over 3,000 people were displaced. In addition, more than 3,600 people were displaced in 
western at the beginning of May in Budalangi, Busia district when a dyke was breached.  
 
On May 12 th, a tropical storm left a trail of destruction and flooding in Mombasa; two children died 
when a house collapsed on them in Bamburi area. In a similar incident, two more children died on 14 th 
May when their house was swept away in Kisauni area. In Likoni, 130 families were displaced when 
heavy storm blew the roofs off 34 houses. A further 12 houses were destroyed in Jamvi la Wageni 
while 22 houses were destro yed in Mbomani. In Kilifi district, heavy rain cut off the road from Kaloleni 
to Kilifi at Kajembe area. 45 houses were submerged, damaged or totally destroyed displacing 500 
families. In Magharini, the Parliamentary and Civic voting exercise was marred by heavy rains. Trucks 
carrying ballot boxes had difficulties accessing polling stations due to intense flooding which made 
roads impassable.  

On 16th May, a District Steering Committee meeting was held in Mombasa where it was agreed that 
engineers from the Ministry of Public Roads, should play a major role in draining flooded water. The 
Ministry of Health plans to carry out an anti-malaria spraying campaign in the district in an effort to 
curb spread of malaria in the wake of the floods.  

              
1.4 Disease Outbreaks  
 
Cholera cases have continued to be reported in different parts of the country. Ten districts in four 
provinces have been affected including Kisumu, Mandera, Wajir, Siaya, West Pokot, Turkana and 
Siaya districts. Also hugely affected are the Dadaab camps in Garissa district. According to a report 
from the Ministry of Health, there are 1,234 cases recorded and 54 deaths. This includes the nine 
deaths and 160 cases reported on May 30th by the Provincial Medical Officer in Nyanza Province 
during the past one month. There is concern at the rate at which the disease is spreading especially 
through contaminated water or poor hygiene practices. This is especially the case in the Hagadera 
Camp in Dadaab where 5 deaths and 220 cases have been recorded in recent months. The MoH in 
partnership with other stakeholders are closely monitoring the situation as they continue with case 
management. Meanwhile, local medical authorities are increasing their efforts at informing and 
instructing communities on health and hygiene. 
 
Measles has been reported in Wajir (105 cases) and Garissa (110 cases) districts over the past one 
month. Of great concern is the fact that most of those affected are above 15 years old and not 
normally targeted under the normal immunization programme. This indicates shortcomings in past 
Measles vaccination campaigns where coverage rates in Northeastern Province have been  
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notoriously low (sometimes less than 30% coverage). The importance of stepped -up and integrated 
EPI (Emergency Progra mme of Immunization) is highlighted in this situation. The Ministry of health 
and its partners have beefed up their surveillance activities and are assisting in case management.  
 
In Meru North, 20 deaths have occurred mainly in children and 38 cases of Aflatoxicosis reported. 
Other areas affected include Kibwezi in Makueni district and Kitui district though on a lower scale. 
 
1.5 Food Security 
 
There was a poor start of the long rains season in the eastern pastoral areas as well as in the coastal 
and southeastern cropping lowlands. There was a general two -week delay in the rains which had a 
beneficial effect in Rift Valley Province and in the western and central highland areas. The delay 
facilitated harvesting, land preparation and planting which were also late since the short rains had 
uncharacteristically extended into February. On the other hand, delayed rains were moderated by the 

exceptionally heavy short rains which have ensured 
that pasture, browse and water conditions have 
remained favourable in several districts including 
Garissa, Mandera, Ijara, Tana River, Isiolo, 
Marsabit and Turkana Districts. Nevertheless in 
several of these areas, the severity of last year’s 
drought has caused poor pasture regeneration 
especially in Turkana, Mandera and Wajir Districts 
and this will also impact on pastoral livelihood and 
food security. By May 31 st, FEWSNET was 
reporting the failure of the long rains in interior 
portions of eastern Kenya. This has resulted in the 
development of severe drought across inland 
portions of eastern Kenya with crop failure, water 
shortages and rangeland degradation as probable 
impacts. This contrasts to the locally heavy rains 
along the Kenya coast and further possibility of 
flash floods 
.  
Livestock body condition is considered to be 
favourable and the ban on the sale, slaughter and 
movement of livestock during the acute phase of 
the Rift Valley Fever epidemic permitted livestock to 
grow and fatten. The subsequent lifting of the ban 
has resulted in the strengthening of livestock prices 
which are consistently higher than respective 
means by 20-30%. 
 

Recovery from the repeated shocks of the past year is still slow especially in the pastoral and some of 
the marginal agricultural livelihood zones. Vulnerability levels remain high and if the current rains fail 
to properly consolidate in these areas, significant production and food security gains could easily be 
eroded more intensely. Livelihood -support interventions that not only mitigate the impacts of shocks 
and hazards but also enhance resilience are crucial during this period. 
 
1.6 Somalia Border 
The situation at the border with Somalia remains of concern as the border remains closed to all but 
humanitarian traffic. Nevertheless, UNHCR has reported the arrival of close to 5,000 asylum seekers  

 

 

The USAID FEWS-NET Weather 
Hazards Impacts Assessment for Africa 
May 31 – June 6, 2007 
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since the beginning of the year primarily through unofficial routes. These people await a screening 
process for status determination. Humanitarian actors are uneasy about the increase in cholera cases 
originating from Somalia and reported in Wajir especially since the outbreak in south east Wajir, close 
to the Somalia border is approximately 20kms from Dobley, known transit site. To date Oxfam and 
others have made efforts to contain this, absorbing the costs from existing public health grants.  
However, case admission continues to occur, with indications that this is originating from Somalia. 
There are anxieties therefore that without the requisite controls on the Somalia side, this has the 
potential to persist and possibly spread further in Kenya. 
 
1.7 Humanitarian Response  
 
• The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) has spearheaded the relief effort in all the reported 

incidences, distributing  food, medical supplies and other non -food items to most of the families 
affected by clashes and violence. The KRCS has also distributed  food on behalf of the Kenyan 
Government in Kuresoi, Bura and other conflict affected areas. 

• The KRCS Mombasa branch distributed NFIs to all 130 families affected by tropical storms and 
flooding . These include: tarpaulins, jerricans, blankets, soap, kitchen sets and mosquito nets. In 
Kilifi, KRC distributed some NFIs and food to those affected. The National Society has also been 
conducting assessments in all affected areas to identify damages caused and number of persons 
affected who require further assistance. 

• A joint UNICEF and OCHA assessment mission was conducted on 16th and 17 th May 2007 in 
Kuresoi, Molo District to assess the humanitarian situation following the inter-ethnic conflict that 
caused 5 deaths. The key recommendation from the mission is for increased support to ongoing 
efforts at peace  building and for a lasting solution to be found to the problems of conflict-induced 
displacement in the area. The GoK’s resettlement scheme for 32,000 families is a positive step. 
Meanwhile, humanitarian agencies are encouraged to work with district authorities and local 
actors such as the National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) to assist with basic medical 
services, digging of boreholes, education kits etc.  

• In Mt. Elgon, the government has changed all its administrative officials in the district. The new 
District Commissioner played a crucial role in peace negotiation in northern districts and this 
experience is expected to be positive for the affected population in Mt. Elgon. 

• MSF Belgium has set up three mobile hospitals in Mt Elgon district at Chepkitale, jointly with MoH 
at Kopsiro health centre and at Kapsokwony. MSF is also supporting the MoH in nutrition 
response at Kapsokwony hospital and are assisting in Monitoring and Evaluation at the district 
level. 

• UNICEF  provided 2,000 family kits which were distributed to 1500 families in Cheptais and 500 in 
Kapsokwony. An additional 1500 family kits were to be distributed in Chepkitale in early May. In 
nutrition sectors, UNICEF is assisting in delivery of essential emergency nutrition supplies 
(therapeutic foods and anthropometric) and support MoH and partners to establish weekly 
surveillance systems to track changes in key nutrition indicators. Support MoH in provision of 
adequate training to health workers in offering education on appropriate infant and young child 
feeding practices. 

• The meeting of the Emergency Education Working Group noted the need for assistance in 
recovery for those schools which were affected by floods earlier in the year. In particular, in the 
coastal areas, toilets and boreholes which were washed away by the flooding have not been 
replaced. Additionally, many schools which served as temporary shelters for IDPs during the 
floods are now faced with missing desks and chairs (used for firewood by the IDPs) and no toilet 
facilities. Temporary sanitation facilities have either been removed or are inadequate to serve the 
acute needs in many schools.  

•  
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• Save the Children, CARE, OXFAM-GB, Merlin, Action Against Hunger and Islamic Relief are 

working together with OCHA to organize and conduct a Household Economy Assessment in 
Northeastern Province from August to October this year. This survey is meant to establish a 
baseline of information and data for improved planning and against which to measure progress of 
ongoing programmes.  

• A planning meeting to review the contextual analysis of the UN Refugee Response Plan was held 
at the OCHA Regional Office on 22nd May 2007. Planning figures for response interventions were 
revised to reflect more current realities. With low expectations for the early re -opening of the 
border and given the limited numbers that have presented themselves for asylum consideration, 
the new planning figure for a refugee influx from Somalia into Kenya is 30,000 persons between 
now and the end of the year.  

• The INGO Solidarites proposes to establish a logistic base in Liboi for cross-border assistance to 
be given in Dobley and along the main transport axis of Dobley and Bilis Cogany in Somalia. Such 
a programme will give humanitarian assistance inside Somalia, as has been requested by the 
Kenya Government since January but would need confirmed permissions for regular cross border 
movement. 

• The office of the Resident Coordinator is planning to hold a multi-hazard preparedness workshop 
for members of the humanitarian community during the month of June. The workshop will focus 
on violence and insecurity especially in light of upcoming elections and on natural hazards such 
as drought, floods and disease epidemics. 

 

 

DEPHA PROFILE 
The Data Exchange Platform for the Horn of Africa (DEPHA), (http://www.depha.org/) is an inter-agency initiative of the UN and 
other humanitarian organizations operating in the Horn of Africa. It was launched in May 2002 to meet mission-critical data and 
service s and to increase the information base for humanitarian, emergency and development communities in the seven countries of 
the Horn of Africa: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda. 

DEPHA has enabled the following 

� Technical support to partner agencies providing technical backstopping in the area of geographic data management and 
GIS. 

� Promoting common standards and protocols in data collection to enable agencies carry out analysis over the region 
facilitating cross-boundary operations. 

� Data exchange: mainly GIS – geographic information systems and other geo -spatial information, such as Remote Sensing. 

� Responding to ad-hoc requests for products and services to support humanitarian, emergency and development community 
in the Horn of Africa. 

� Training and capacity building of agencies: Provide generalized or specialized technical training to partner agencies and 
other NGOs in the field of GIS, Geographic Data Management, Digital Mapping and GPS data capture. 

� Development and dissemination of high quality map products in printable or documentation formats or as interactive GIS 
projects on CD-ROMs. 

Contact; 

Data Exchange Platform for the Horn of Africa (DEPHA) 

c/o United Nations Environment Programme(UNEP) 

P.O Box 30552 -00100, Nairobi-Kenya 

Tel +254-20-7624195/86 

Fax +254-20-7624315 

Email: info.depha@unep.org,, or  alex.lugadiru@unep.org 

Website: http://www.depha.org/ 
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