
Rapid Peace And Conflict Assessment (RPCA), CHA Oct 04, 2006  
  
 

1

RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ASSESSMENT (RPCA) 
 
Following reports are exclusively the views of the residents living in the conflict districts 
in the North-East.  They include interpretation of the situation, dynamics strategies and 
options. CHA will make them available at the Friday morning meeting of the 
Operational Agencies with the objective of initiating immediate response to the ongoing 
escalating conflict.  
 
The format of the report is briefly explained below:  
 
STRUCTURES 
 
They give an assessment of the possibility of an out break or an increase in conflict by 
examining the factors behind violent conflict. This involves identifying the key sources of 
tension that have led to, or are likely to lead to, open conflict. In terms of relative importance, 
they map out and weigh the sources of tension that leads to conflict. 
 
Identify the linkages and connections between sources of tension in different sectors and 
levels. 
 
ACTORS 
 
Attempt here is to identify crucial actors who could influence conflict or those who are 
affected by conflict. Mapped out are the known local actors of conflict: lists of relevant actors 
who can significantly influence conflict or those who are mostly affected by conflict. 
 
DYNAMICS 
 
Close examination of the prevailing trends in the situation: i.e. are tensions increasing or 
decreasing?  Assess the most likely shorter term causes which may lead to the outbreak of 
conflict or rise of conflict. 
 
Assessing which factors are likely to accelerate or slow conflict dynamics: this includes 
identifying institutions or processes that can lessen or manage the tensions and conflicts 
identified so far. 
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS 
 
Here are identified strategies and options for conflict reduction. Strategies and options are 
based on an understanding of the structural sources and current phase of the conflict and the 
interests and capacities of various actors. It also considers the impact of 
humanitarian/development interventions on the dynamics of conflict and peace. 
Here possible strategies in terms of developing approaches to foster confidence building 
measures, crisis prevention, conflict mitigation and peace building are identified. 
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RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES 
 
Security situation of the Ampara district dramatically changed with the recent developments 
that took place in Irathakadu in Pottuvil in the after math of the massacre of ten who were 
attached to a construction site by unidentified groups. With the perpetrators being 
unidentified, there is continuous pointing of fingers at each other by the LTTE and the STF. 
People of the area and the Cobs and trade unions hold contradicting views. The government 
reiterated that the killings were the doing of LTTE, although there are equally compelling 
reasons to believe otherwise.  The disinterest in providing the lone survivor best medical 
attention, the many STF camps in the vicinity, the alleged tampering with the scene of crime, 
long term animosity building up towards the STF, the LTTE- style-massacre and its alleged 
and seeming ‘ethnic cleansing’ attempts in the past, and its growing bitterness towards the 
Muslims community are coalescing reasons for this confusion. 
 
Different sentiments are also expressed in reaction to SLMC leader’s remarks pointing fingers 
at an alleged involvement of STF over the massacre. This has further heightened the tension 
in the area, with people too divided on whether such statement was going to help or 
compound the tension between the government troops and the people. However, a 
combination of events that took place immediately after the incident makes one baffled. 
 
The Pottuvil Mosque Federation called for the Harthal to protest over the killings crippling 
the Pottuvil, Samanthurei and some other areas in Ampara district.  In some instances the 
protestors attacked the STF. When the STF retaliated, few people were injured and admitted 
to the hospital. They demanded the officer in command of the Shastraveli STF camp to be 
transferred and requested the government to assist the families of the dead people. 
 
In addition to this major incident, abductions, isolated killings are rife, have almost become 
regular phenomena in the district. The public in the area do not report to the authorities 
although they are aware of the groups who are the responsible for these incidents.   
 
ACTORS  
 
Currently, the main actors in the area are the government security forces (police and STF), 
and the Karuna faction in the Tamil areas.  However, there are other actors in existence and 
are aware of each other such as the LTTE, EPDP, EPRLF, and the probable existence of the 
Muslim Jihad group.   
 
DYNAMICS 
 
Tensed situation further increased due to the recent incidents in the district. The responsible 
group/or people for this incidents have not been identified. However, this situation has 
influenced negatively and has promoted deep division among the three communities in the 
district. The Muslims have reportedly, threatened Sinhalese and the Tamils to evacuate from 
some villages. 
 
 

District: Ampara District 
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 30,  2006 
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Due to the killings by unidentified persons in Rajagama lower division, a Sinhalese village 
which has culminated from a return of an abducted person. As a result of this the Sinhalese 
people living in Suhadagama, Siyabalawewa, Rajagama and Weheragama villages are in fear. 
If the current trend continues, there will be more tension in this multi ethnic district.   
 
Meanwhile around 500 IDPs arrived in Ampara from Trincomalee during the month, due to 
the ongoing confrontations between the LTTE and Sri Lanka Army in Trincomalee.  
 
It is very difficult to make a distinction since unidentified gunmen and the complexities of all 
these armed groups are prevalent in the district. Hence, it is extremely challenging to find out 
who is being attacked by whom. 
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS  
 
The intervention of the humanitarian and development agencies is vital in this situation to 
achieve the normalcy in the district. They have to take all the possible measures to mitigate 
conflict and minimize the tension among the communities. Assisting the families who lost 
their member/bread winners could be considered as an important action in this context.  
 
Under current circumstances, the police, and specially the STF should be on alert and take 
immediate and adequate measures to ensure safety of the civilians.  Meanwhile, it is vital that 
they strategically win the trust of the multi-ethnic population in the district specially the 
Muslims.  Furthermore, the support of grassroots groups is vital for the success of the 
government forces in ensuring safety of the district.  
 
The religious leadership and other influential civil groups too, should actively play a role in 
promoting an environment conducive to reducing conflicts between ethnic/religious groups.  
This should be further followed by continuous activities and programmes to encourage 
positive connections between civilian groups. 
 
 
 
 
District: Batticaloa 
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 30,  2006 

 
 
RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES 

It is reported that Military operations are underway in the district between the armed forces 
and the LTTE using artillery, kfir and mortars. Residents living closer to the area had fled 
from their houses when the fighting erupted. This has resulted in hundreds of villagers being 
displaced and seeking refuge in Kaluwanthankerni and Thumpankerny villages.  

At the same time, many residents from the town feel that the day to day life of the people in 
the town is normal. Although in most parts of the district, the threat to life remains unchanged 
due to the shelling that is taking place. The significant aspect in the current context in 
Batticaloa is the use of shells by the GoSL and the LTTE, which has major impact on the 
civilian life causing injury and damaging properties.  
 
It is said by the civilians from the district that shelling has no specific time or day. 
Accordingly, the reaction towards this uncertainty by the people is to accept the dilemma as 
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part of their life as this is a daily occurrence. It was also mentioned that the victims of shelling 
in certain parts of the district do not get any attention due to inaccessibility of medical 
attention or humanitarian support.  Reportedly, after 5.00 pm most families leave their homes 
and move to the jungles for safety. There are concerns raised about the contingency plan of 
the government and the humanitarian agencies, in terms of taking measures in a volatile 
situation. As understood and predicted many times before, Batticaloa has been the hot bed of 
violence since many actors were active in the region, given the situation the plans to evacuate 
the poor civilians would have been an ideal preventive action. Although the humanitarian 
community at present is attempting to access the vulnerable, proactive action was curtailed 
due to new regulations and related aspects. 
 
Individual killings and kidnappings have reduced during the month, although 15 – 20 shells 
fall each day.  
 
IDP situation in the district has different dimensions, although the majority of the IDPs are 
Tamils they are located in different places.  Aid and relief items for those who are in town is 
regular, but it has been difficult to deliver to those who are in the LTTE controlled areas as 
the government has not yet issued permission for NGOs and INGOs to enter these areas.  
Many Community Protection Network (CPN) members have opted to travel to places of 
Kiran, Vavunativu, Eravur Pattru division and Karadiyanaru to assist the disadvantaged, 
although the attempts have failed owing to the security situations.  
 
ACTORS 
 
The presence of STF and the increased spot checks are a hindrance to normal life. The alleged 
claim that TMVP (also known as Karuna faction) is working with the GoSL is supposedly 
being proved owing to the fact that the military is providing security for TMVP office by 
closing several roads; this also has ultimately affected the general public creating traffic 
blocks and difficulties in accessing stores etc. 
 
DYNAMICS 
 
The important factor to be noted with the use of shells is that some shells lying dormant in the 
fields probably blast off when the farmers get in to the field for cultivation and harvesting; 
therefore, the GA and other agencies concerned should play a role to support clearing of the 
cultivation lands from explosives. 
 
With the recent unhealthy incidents, not only the inter community relationships but also intra 
community relations have decreased. This has resulted in physical violence and mental 
disharmony. The changing situation in Batticaloa demands immediate proactive preventive 
measures that could reduce tensions based on religion or ethnicity.  
 
Peace promoting Activities: despite the human sufferings and threats, the civil society 
orgnisations along with the religious leaders have conducted many activities that still hold the 
hope for peace. On September 21, to mark the International Peace Day, about 3000 people of 
Batticaloa walked for a peaceful rally. We hope this would bring in the like-minded people to 
work together in bringing a sustainable solution to the problems in Sri Lanka. 
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS 
 
Development programs in the district had a major downfall due to the recent incidents, which 
has caused the employees in the construction sector including in the neighboring districts to 
leave, as most of them are Sinhalese. The situation not only threatens lives but also hinders 
any development. Therefore, it is necessary to maintain a safe environment for all civilians to 
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lead a normal life. This reaffirms the need for the peace process and the interim benefits it 
could bring to the people. 
 
As per the economy and the market situation, the supply of goods is regular and the prices are 
normal. Analyzing the situation, what can be predicted is the life in town could be normal, but 
those who are away from communication and other facilities will further suffer if military 
operations in the north and eastern parts of the country increases. The threat of war in the east 
will definitely affect Batticaloa and the people will have to prepare to face it. The agencies 
working in the district must take precautionary action in terms of safe places to go if 
evacuation is needed, making food supply regular and transferring monies from the banks to 
other branches or to Colombo. This will at least save us from a humanitarian crisis. 
 
 
 
 

Current Location Current No. of IDPs 
 

 

Place of Origin District  
Batticaloa 

D.S. Division Families Persons 

District  
 

DS Divisions 

9015 34523 Trincomalee Echchalampattu Koralai Pattu 
North/Vaharai 
 

2031  8357 Baticaloa Koralai Pattu 
North/Vaharai 
 

Manmunai South&Eruvil 
Pattu 

354 1181 Trincomalee 
 

Mostly from Mutur 

Trincomalee Mutur Porativu Pattu 
 

38 123 
Jaffna Chavakachcheri 

Eravur Pattu 204 847   
     

 

Eravur Pattu 579 2037 Trincomalee,Batticaloa  
 Manmunai Pattu 

(Araipattai) 
183 553 Trincomalee  

 449 1438 Trincomalee  
 

Koralai Pattu 
1436 4879 Batticaloa Koralai Pattu   

North and South 
 Manmunai North 1098 3486 Trincomalee  
 Koralai pattu (Centre) 20 86 Trincomalee  
 Eravur Town 7 21 Trincomalee Mutur 
 Kattankudi 21 76 Trincomalee Thopur 
 Manmunai South 

West 
25 101 Trincomalee Mutur 

 Koralai Pattu West 
(Oddamavadi) 

22 62 Trincomalee Mutur 

 Manmunai West 533 2045 Batticaloa Manmunai West 
 Koralai Pattu South 131 457 Manna/Batticaloa  
 Total 16146 60272   

Trend 
 
 

Source: UNHCR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rapid Peace And Conflict Assessment (RPCA), CHA Oct 04, 2006  
  
 

6

 
 
District: Jaffna  
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 27  2006 

 
 
RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES 

The on-going fighting between Government Forces and LTTE along with closing of A9 main 
supply route crippled day-to-day life of the people. The district undergoes curfew from 6 pm 
to 6 am. Although the curfew is lifted in the morning people avoid coming out unless 
required. Especially the youth do not come to public places as frequent abductions take place 
in the district.   

Day to day life is almost completely shattered in Jaffna, with escalating violence from 
last July. Abductions, killings, robberies and illegal arrests take place daily; therefore, 
people do not come to streets after dark. It is reported that each day at least few bodies 
are found either for allegedly acting against the LTTE or due to para military 
operations or still for other unknown reasons.  

Confrontation between the GoSL and LTTE on supply route (A9) has become a burden to the 
civilians in the district. As a result of this there is a shortage of essential items and cost of 
living has soared. Some businesspersons sell their products ten times more than the average 
price.  Long queues could be seen in front of the bakeries and groceries. The above economic 
drawback have created many social hazards including the challenges to pursue education, 
obtain health facilities, nutrition and also increase in traumatic feeling.  

Most affected groups in this situation are the fishermen. As fishing is banned by the 
authorities they have lost their livelihood and are deprived of the basic needs. They have 
begun selling firewood as alternative income source and at times, they are compelled to cut 
trees by force from lands belonging to others and sell.    
 
The Ministry of Disaster Management had sent food items in ships to the Northern peninsular. 
However, supplement only through the sea route has not been adequate.  
 
The public transport service conducts a limited service due to shortage of fuel; this has 
resulted in bringing the city to a standstill. The SL navy arranged to ferry the people who 
were struck in Jaffna to Colombo, although this initiative helped to build the people’s trust 
over the armed forces and the humanitarian community, this does not result in bringing life to 
normalcy for those residents of the district. 

ACTORS 

The main actors continue to be the Government Security Forces (the SL Army), the LTTE, 
probable existence of the Paramilitary group and the civilians living in the peninsula.  

DYNAMICS 

External actors, such as the international community have taken into consideration the 
prevailing situation in the district and have requested the GoSL and LTTE to come back to 
discussion. However even up to date, both parties have equally laid preconditions for 
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initiation of talks. The President has said that he would consider "any initiative incorporating 
a clear commitment to a comprehensive and verifiable cessation of hostilities by the LTTE 
leader, while LTTE has asked to withdraw the security forces from their territory before 
coming to any negotiation. In these circumstances, it is difficult to expect normalcy in the 
district in the near future. The need for a political solution is viable only through a genuine 
commitment by both parties and if not for that, the people and their peacebuilding work will 
never reach the track 1 level.  

A significant point in concern is the human rights violations that are taking place in the 
district, allegedly the judiciary and the relevant stakeholders have been ignorant of the fact, 
and there is more complication about the ‘facts’ and ‘myths’ of the number of violations that 
are taking place. It is appreciated that some humanitarian agencies including CHA taking 
advocacy measures in protecting the victims in a limited number of cases. Nevertheless, there 
is room for the human rights activists to ‘act’ rather than documenting or condemning the 
incidents. We hope the relevant agencies will not only raise their voices but will also defend 
the victims in obtaining justice.     

STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS 

There is a need for immediate relief items in the district. Food and medicine are essential. The 
dry food rations provided by the government are not sufficient for all the population. Sources 
said that some people are selling their valuables to meet their daily needs. Aid agencies are 
also providing assistance to ensure minimum living standards for these families to sustain.   
   
The authorities should take immediate actions to ensure human security in the area. The 
perpetrators should be brought to justice; the police need to be on alert and take immediate 
and adequate measures to ensure safety of the civilians.  Furthermore, it is vital to ensure the 
day-to-day life for people with economic stability. The opening of the A9 will largely help the 
above need, as any other transportation is not a feasible idea in the given context. The trauma 
of being trapped inside a war zone should be erased from the minds of the people; this could 
be resulted through reducing the presence of the military forces. However, the army feels that 
the military cannot be withdrawn from certain parts of the country unless peace talks begin, 
which is the need of the hour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
District: Mannar  
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 30,  2006 

 
 
RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES  
 
The overall situation was relatively dormant compared to previous periods. No major incident 
was reported during the past month. However, isolated attacks on the security forces and 
police check points have been reported  
   
Illegal migration to India continues with the support of the boat operators. Number of people 
have been arrested by the police and the Sri Lanka Navy in connection with illegal migrations 
and have been produced to the magistrate during the past month.  
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At present, compared to the neighboring districts, people of Mannar could engage in their 
day-to-day activities as the situation has turned to somewhat normalcy. The transport and the 
other services are functioning as usual in the district. However, due to the closing of 
Uliyankulam transit point the people who wish to cross over the government areas to the 
LTTE controlled area have to face difficulties. This has badly affected the patients and the 
students.   
 
The authorities have not lifted the night fishing ban that was imposed due the prevailing 
security situation. This has however made a negative impact not only to the fishermen but 
also to the economy of the whole district.   
 
ACTORS 
 
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim civilians, the government forces, (including the army and the navy), 
the LTTE and the home guards are the main actors in the district. Unidentified perpetrators 
are the actors of the day. In addition, Karuna fraction has opened their political office in 
Mannar this month.   
 
DYNAMICS  
 
There are many implications in the dynamics of the district’s issues. In most instances, the 
situation in Mannar depends on factors beyond the control of the district. However, for the 
period of September the district situation is relatively calm compared to other war-affected 
districts.  
 
Nevertheless, this situation may change as a result of escalating violence in Trincomalee, 
Jaffna and Batticaloa  districts. Main reason for the growing tensions in the district is the fact 
that most of the conflict affected IDPs utilizes Thaleimannar as a gateway to India.  
 
Recent involvement of the Karuna group in the district may lead to further increase of the 
vulnerability of the people as it will divide the population as supporters and opponents of 
Karuna group. 
 
Availability of large number of internal displaced people will impact on the ethnic and 
religious balance of the district. This will probably fuel the existing demarcation within the 
community, unless and otherwise proper action taken by relevant stakeholders to promote 
trust between communities.  
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS   
 
A meeting and a Peace rally were held on September 20,2006 to commemorate the 
International peace day on which fell on September 21st. Several Humanitarian agencies and 
thousand of people participated at this occasion. The symbolic event replaced the fear of 
uncertainty and eruption of war. 
 
There are nearly 20,000 displaced persons in the district located in different places. There is 
immediate need for constant supply for their basic needs until they return home. This is a 
concern for the Ministry of Nation building and development as the mandate to provide the 
IDPs fall under them to a certain extent, which requires immediate action as ‘emergency’ 
cannot be compromised by any regulation. 
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The issue of compensation to fishermen still remains a question as it has not been issued yet 
to the Pesalai Fishermen who lost their properties. This includes in total 97 Fishing Vaadi 
(temporary camps), 104 Boats and other valuable equipments that were burnt in an incident 
occurred in June 2006. The total loss is estimated to be approximately Rs. 54 Million. 
 
In the mean time, humanitarian and development agencies have started several development 
project for the benefit of the people in the area some of these are Livelihood assistance, Loan 
Schemes Water and Sanitation and environmental projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District: Trincomalee  
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 30,  2006 

 
 
RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES 
 
While the town remains deserted and quiet, focus shifts to the other towns of the district i.e. 
Mutur, Kinniya and Sampoor. One thousand families who got displaced during the first week 
of August from Mutur and Sampoor areas had barely returned to settle down when 50% of 
those returnees were driven out of Mutur again owing to threatening leaflets asking them to 
flee for their safety. 
 
The Muslims seeking refuge in Kinniya over last weekend were forced out of schools and 
gates were locked for many displaced people. Some were forced into buses to be driven back 
to Mutur while others stayed by the roadside. 
 
The busloads of ‘forced’ return of many displaced people back to Mutur from Kantale 
happened too soon that made one wonder why there was so much haste in such operations. 
Some operational agencies had even predicted that they may stay on till even the end of the 
year, with no security assured. Nevertheless, it was heartening to see them return home. 
However, this return was quite short-lived. It is believed that the fast return of the Muslims 
was facilitated by the government owing to growing displeasure of many groups in Kantale 
who did not want to allow the Muslims to stay on and upset the demographic balance in the 
long run. Also, the security forces allegedly fear being openly exposed to direct attacks by the 
LTTE, should the towns remain deserted without civilian movement. 
 
Being hit twice, the plight of the Muslims is quite astounding especially following the 
distribution of leaflets warning of imminent LTTE attacks. Although, the LTTE denies being 
responsible for the distribution of leaflets, sources widely believe that an avenging LTTE 
awaits a return to recapture Sampoor and in it surroundings.  
 
Those displaced from Sampoor have not returned owing to fear of LTTE’s attacks and 
Government air strikes. There is absolutely no security guaranteed for the Tamil people.  
 
Residents of these areas strongly sense more mayhem unfolding in the immediate future.  
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ACTORS 
 
The government armed forces, including the Police, the Army, the navy and the home-guards 
provide security in Trinco town, almost every hundred yard. The fighting goes on between the 
LTTE and the Government forces regularly in the outskirts, uppuveli etc. All three 
communities and the displaced people are the key actors of the day. The business community 
is playing an important role too. They seem to be leaving the area slowly. Many have closed 
shop owing to extortions by armed groups. Sometimes unidentified groups too engage in 
extortions. 
 
DYNAMICS 
 
It is only very likely that the Muslims will be forcibly made to return/stay in Mutur that is 
also very evident in a Policeman’s angry sentiment expressed to the IDPs thrown out of a 
school in Kinniya? “Who do you have to fear? The Tamils fear the forces, the Sinhalese fear 
the LTTE, who do you have to fear, so go back…”   
 
Closely monitoring the happenings of the district, there are signs of more tension. Fear 
doesn’t seem to decline and continues to irk the Tamil and Muslim populations mostly. 
Uncertainty about livelihoods of day workers and business groups are also affected. Days to 
come predict no sign of improvement. Tendency among people to leave vulnerable areas is 
more prevalent.    
 
Many from Trinco (town) between the ages 18-35 have been leaving as they have no 
guarantee of security with increasing night visits and checking and the shooting incidents.  
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS 
 
Agencies doing humanitarian work are urged to mobilise their strength in calling for the 
curbing of rising level of conflict that this district is facing. The Muslims communities that 
put up in make shift tents and who sought refuge outside Trincomalee in Negombo, 
Kurunegala etc are being looked after by the host communities without any help of the 
humanitarian groups.  
 
People in the district continue to feel the absence of agencies or any other alternative means 
of help that they could seek when they get harassed allegedly by the government troops. 
There are also abductions and killings happening daily that don’t get reported or attended to. 
The Tamils and the Muslims do not know to whom to report to in times of peril.  
 
The INGOs and relief agencies must make themselves present and attentive in places of need.  
 

Current Location Current No. of IDPs 
 

 

Place of Origin District  
 

 D.S. Division Families Persons 

District  
 

DS 
Divisions 

Trinco town 
and gravets 
 

908 2827 Trincomalee 
 

Mostly 
from  
Mutur 

Kinniya 187 583 
Muttur 
 

90 440 

Trincomalee 
as of 
10 September 
 

 

Total  1185 3850 

  

Trend 
 
 

Source: UNHCR 
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District: Vavuniya 
Reporting Period: Sep 01- 30,  2006 

 
 
RAPID PEACE AND CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
 
STRUCTURES 
 
The key source of tension in the Vavuniya district is the increasing number of people from 
Jaffna stranded for almost tow months yearning to get home from Vavuniya. They have 
become IDPs roughing out in IDP camps and with relatives. There are about one thousand 
persons in IDP camps needing mainly food items.  
 
This was due to the closure of the A9 highway by the LTTE. These people await return via 
sea routes through Trincomalee with the help of the navy.  
 
Another source of tension prevalent of late is two types of grenade attacks by different 
groups. 
 
The first type of grenade attacks is carried out as a threat on the non-compliance to extortions 
(verbal threats). Most people end up responding to extortions by complying to pay after being 
attacked by grenades and losing a family member, out of fear.  These grenade attacks are 
highly feared as they always immediately follow a verbal demand for money when one 
refuses.   
 
These are openly practiced extortions carried out allegedly by ‘armed groups’ similar to 
LTTE’s extortion style, apart from the armed robberies breaking into homes and shops.  
The other type of grenade attacks are aimed at the security forces by unidentified armed 
groups.  
 
Residents say that when the security forces retaliate to such grenade throwing incidents, the 
Tamil civilians are often harassed and sometimes killed. Claiming the remains of the dead 
relatives caught in the cross fire becomes a nightmare for the civilians. This gives a deep 
sense of fear for the civilians.    
 
ACTORS 
 
The visible perpetrators in the district are the armed groups. The Government security forces 
(SL Navy, SL Army, the LTTE and the civilians along with the INGOs and NGOs are the 
other prominent actors.  
 
DYNAMICS 
 
There is a prevalent, progressive tendency of increase in uncertainty and violence. Killings, 
extortions and abductions continue to happen and do not seem to cease at any given point and 
is likely to continue steadily. It is also evident that all incidents lead to victimization of 
innocent people at all times. 
 
The district faces unrest between residents and the displaced people owing to the attention 
and privileges some IDPs get over the residents. There is a crying need to initiate a clear and 
practical method of supplies for the IDP’s through strong Government mechanisms. This 
would out burden the villagers or other NGOs facing emergency situations. 
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There are only six INGOs operating in the Vavuniya North- i.e. Puliyankulam and 
Kanakarayanaru. Many agencies have limited/wound up operation in certain parts of 
Vavuniya owing to the closure of the A9.  
 
STRATEGIES AND OPTIONS 
 
There is a plea from the districts for assistance for the stranded people who are in need of 
relief. A speedy retreat home and peoples’ anxieties, physical and emotional hardships need 
to be supported and helped out.    
 
Government and NGOs/INGOs working in the area must continuously concentrate on 
addressing security related issues and IDPs return and well-being.   
 
Confidence Building Measures must be carried out between civilians and the security forces.  
 
 

Current Location Current No. of IDPs 
 

 

Place of Origin District  
 

D.S. Division Families Persons 

District  
 

DS 
Divisions 

Govt. Controlled 
 

237 948 Jaffna, 
Mullaitivu, 
Trincomalee, 
Kilinochichi 

 

Vavuniya North 
(LTTE Controlled) 

457 1828 Vavuniya Vavuniya 
North 

Vavuniya North 
(LTTE Controlled) 

1380 5667 Vavuniya Vavuniya 

Vavuniya as of 
21 September 
 

Total  2074 8443   

Trend 
 
 

Source: UNHCR 
 
Peace and Research Team- CHA 

 
 


