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Issue No. 65, covering the period 1- 31 October 2010  Kathmandu, 11 November 2010

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
• Nepal Humanitarian Cluster Work Plan 2011 under way 
• International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) Day marked within the country 
• Five dengue fever related deaths confirmed by EDCD  
• Donor briefing held on NRRC-Flagship Programme 

I. HUMANITARIAN UPDATE

Nepal HCT Work plan 2011  
The Nepal Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has started to prepare the Nepal Humanitarian 
Work Plan (NHWP) 2011. A draft outline as well as a timeframe to develop the NHWP has been 
prepared and shared at the HCT Operational and Principals meeting in October. A consultation 
meeting to agree on the strategic objectives, priorities and outcomes for 2011 is scheduled for 
19 November 2010. OCHA HSU is supporting the Humanitarian Coordinator and the HCT to 
coordinate the process. The NHWP is expected to be completed by the end of December. 

ISDR Day Celebration 
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) Day was marked in Nepal on 12 October 
both at central and district level. The slogan of ISDR Day 2010 was “Making Cities Resilient: 
My city is getting ready”. DPNet-Nepal coordinated the activities in the country while other 
humanitarian partners such as UN Agencies, I/NGOs and government agencies participated in 
the programme. The objective of the ISDR-Day 2010 was to build disaster resilient communities 
with safer cities, safer hospitals and safer schools by increasing awareness on disaster risk 
reduction and making it an integral component of sustainable development. 

In Kailali District, a rally was conducted to commemorate the day. The rally was organized 
jointly by the Disaster Preparedness Network (DPNet), the District Coordination Committee and 
the District Disaster Relief Committee Kailali and was supported by various stakeholders 
working in the field of DRR and ER in the district. During the mass gathering, a representative of 
the District Administration Office highlighted the decrease in loss of lives in flood disaster that 
has occurred in Kailali for the last few years and re-iterated that it is preparedness activities 
which have helped in getting this positive change. 

Cluster Updates 
Food Security and Agriculture 
The Food Security Cluster meeting held on 7 October discussed upcoming key cluster activities 
for 2011. Currently, food security assessment lists are being updated and the 3Ws (Who, What, 
Where) tool is being modified to allow for a gap analysis in relation to food security interventions 
in highly vulnerable districts. At the same time, the Cluster is reaching out to all development 
organizations at the district level to collect information in relation to preparedness and response. 
In addition, activities and associated budgets have been submitted to be incorporated into 
Flagship 2 (Emergency preparedness and response capacity) of the Nepal Risk Reduction 
(NRRC) Flagship programme.  Discussions are under way with the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and other partners to integrate food security into 
Flagship 4 (Integrated community-based DRR/management). The Cluster ToR is in its final 
stages of drafting.   
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WFP’s Food Security Monitoring and Analysis Unit is partnering with Helen Keller International 
(HKI) to produce the first nationwide child nutrition monitoring system that collects regular 
nutritional indicators as part of the Nepal Food Security Monitoring System (NeKSAP). The new 
quarterly Child Nutrition Bulletin series will capture seasonal variability in feeding practices and 
child nutritional status. The joint initiative will contribute to understanding the relationship 
between child nutrition and food security, and how feeding and care practices, and the 
prevalence of malnutrition change over time in Nepal. The analysis will also assist with efficient 
targeting and allocation of resources for nutrition-related development and emergency activities. 
The first bulletin issue has been published and distributed to the food security related 
community. 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has signed an agreement with the Nepal 
Red Cross Society (NRCS) to begin a new collaborative relationship to enhance Nepal’s 
disaster and emergency response capacity. WFP will use its food security and logistics 
expertise to build a food security component into NRCS’ existing disaster response framework 
and trainings, and to also provide knowledge and training in warehousing and warehouse 
management, food storage handling and general on-the-ground food aid mobilization. 

WFP in collaboration with the Nepal 
Press Institute (NPI) conducted a two-day 
media training workshop in Nepalgunj on 
25-26 October on food security reporting. 
The purpose of the workshop was to 
bring radio, print and television journalists 
from various districts in Nepal together to 
provide them with the latest update on 
Nepal’s food security situation and WFP’s 
programme activities, as well as to 
increase their capacity in reporting on 
food security-related issues. 

Since September 2010, FAO has 
distributed more than 5,200 goats to 
Shinduli and Udayapur district to support 
1,250 landless farming families to 
improve livelihood security. Each farmer 
family received four she goats and each 
farmers group consisting of 20 farmers received one he goat. The distribution of the he goat 
aims to improve the quality of goat breeding in the region. Considering the condition of landless 
farmers as being the poorest in the community, FAO complements the package with roofing 
material for animal sheds, veterinary health kits and services. FAO also provides training on 
better management practices.  

Meanwhile, the rice seeds distributed in ten districts in the summer cropping season have been 
being harvested. An increase of yield was recorded in many areas thanks to favourable climate 
conditions and quality seeds, especially in low land areas like Shinduli, Udayapur and Kailali. At 
the same time, a harvest failure of rice in some pocket areas in the western districts has also 
been reported. FAO continues its support for the forthcoming winter cropping season by 
distributing wheat, lentil seed and vegetables seed kit to 103,111 farmer families. 

Health 
Dengue Updates  

An increased number of dengue fever cases were reported in Chitwan district since mid-August.  
Other cases of acute febrile illnesses have also been reported from four other districts, namely 
Rupandehi, Kailali, Parsa and Bara. According to the Epidemiology and Disease Control 
Division (EDCD), there are a total of 710 cases reported from five districts, of which Chitwan 

Veterinary officer is giving antiparasitic medicines before handing over 
the goats to beneficiaries (Photo: FAO) 
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Photo WFP: Participants’ visit to a warehouse during 
training

records 494 cases. The confirmed number of deaths due to dengue fever is five as of 5 
November 2010. 

Logistics Cluster 
The Logistics Cluster (LC) meeting was held on 29 October. Issues discussed in the meeting 
were key LC activities for 2011, the outcomes of Get Airport Ready for Disasters (GARD) 
training and the involvement of the LC in supporting the logistic readiness as well as the 
finalization of Logistics Cluster Gap Analysis Format. LC has requested humanitarian agencies 
to send information on the Logistics Cluster Gap Analysis format to review/update the Logistics 
Cluster Contingency Plan. In addition, activities and associated budgets have been submitted to 
be incorporated into Flagship 2 (Emergency preparedness and response capacity) of the NRRC.   

WFP has initiated an agreement with the 
Federation of Truck Tanker and Transport 
Entrepreneurs to begin a transportation 
collaborative relationship to enhance 
Nepal’s disaster and emergency response 
capacity for food and non food items.  

The Logistic cluster, together with a WFP 
expert from Ethiopia, conducted a three 
days training on warehouse management 
and quality control. The training was 
attended by over 100 participants from WFP 
and partners from NGO/INGOs and the 
Government. The training focused on good 
storage practices and was supported by 
lectures, group discussions, pictures, films, 
exercises and warehouse visits.  

Disaster Preparedness and Response 
Nepal Risk Reduction (NRRC) 

OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit (HSU) collected inputs from potential humanitarian partners 
of Flagship 2 (Emergency preparedness and response capacity) during a half-day consultation 
workshop among the relevant partners and stakeholders on 6 October. The workshop was 
useful in terms of clarifying the difference between flagship 4 (integrated community based 
disaster risk reduction/management) and flagship 2 (emergency preparedness and response 
capacity). Flagship 2 focuses on capacity building of partners at central, regional and district 
level, whereas flagship 4 focuses on capacity building at the community level. The discussions 
also helped to establish a common understanding of proposed activities and actions to be taken, 
by various entities covered by Flagship 2 in order to be able to develop a coherent and 
coordinated approach of risk reduction. On 13 October, IFRC also organized a wider meeting 
among the potential partners including Government officials to discuss Flagship 4.    

Flagship programme lead agencies had organized separate discussions among potential 
partners and presented the latest status at the donor’s briefing meeting held on 13 October 
2010. The meeting was organized with the objective to share the latest progress and further 
planning of all five Flagships Programme. Representatives from donors, UN agencies, Red 
Cross Movements, and other actors including the Consortium members of the programme 
participated in the meeting.  

The latest updated version of the Flagship Programme is posted in the website – 
http://un.org.np/nrrc/documents/2010-10-19-revised-Flagship.pdf

Participants’ visit to a warehouse during training (Photo: WFP) 
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II. OPERATIONAL SPACE

According to the Village Development Committee (VDC) secretary welfare protection forum of 
Dhankuta and Taplejung district, Samyukta Jatiya Mukti Morcha (SJMM) warned all VDC 
secretaries of both districts through a letter to resign or face dire consequences on 2 October. 
Similarly, on 5 October, SJMM threatened VDC Secretaries in Panchthar district to immediately 
resign from their posts. In a letter sent to the VDC secretaries, SJMM threatened that unless the 
VDC secretaries resigned immediately, the group could take physical action along with seizure 
of their property.  On 7 October, all VDC secretaries of Tehrathum district resigned in mass 
citing threats from SJMM. Before resigning, 16 secretaries had been looking after the 32 VDCs 
of the district. 

During a bandh on 07 October in Nepalgunj, Banke, irate protesters accused human rights 
defenders of not having helped to rescue two abducted students who were later killed. Verbal 
threats against human rights organizations were promulgated and one vehicle vandalized. 

III. COORDINATION

Two operational levels and one Principal’s HCT meeting were organized during the month of 
October. Several Cluster level and working groups meeting were organized to discuss the 
cluster work plan for 2011 in Kathmandu in September. Field level coordination meetings were 
organized in Biratnagar and Nepalgunj through the UN Field Coordination Offices. A Contact 
Group Meeting (CGM) for ER was held on 26 October. UNFCO provided a half-day orientation 
on basic concepts of the ILO convention 169 for staff members of USAID Nepal Flood Recovery 
Programme, Eastern region in Sunsari on 29 October.

The International Labour Organization (ILO) in coordination with UNFCO MWR organized a 
one-day orientation workshop on ILO Convention 169 in Nepalgunj on 6 October. Participants 
from UN organizations, international and national NGOs participated in the workshop. 
Facilitators from ILO presented the background and major themes of ILO Convention 169, caste 
ethnicity and their status in Nepal as well as challenges in the implementation of the convention 
in Nepal. 

Likewise, a half-day orientation on “Do No Harm” training was provided on 11 October, 2010 for 
UN staff in Nepalgunj. Resource persons from UNFCO, UNICEF and UNDP facilitated the 
sessions. The participants learnt about connectors and dividers, actors mapping, implicit and 
explicit messages and considerations to be taken onto account while designing and 
implementing programmes. 

IV. UPCOMING EVENTS/ MEETINGS

• 02  November, 2010:  Shelter Cluster Meeting, 1:00pm  – 2:30pm, NRCS Office 

• 10  November, 2010:  Contact Group Meeting, 2:30pm – 4:00pm, UN Conference Room 

• 10 November, 2010: Food Security Cluster Workshop, Hotel Summit, Sanepa 

• 16 November, 2010: Health Cluster Action Planning workshop, Hotel Sumit, Sanepa 

• 17  November, 2010: Koshi Flood Response General Coordination Meeting, 1:00pm – 2:30pm, Inaruwa  

• 19 November, 2010: Consultation meeting with HCT members on Nepal Humanitarian Work Plan 2011, 
8:30am-1:00pm, UN conference Room 

• 26  November, 2010: HCT Operational Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00pm, OCHA Conference Room 

• 30 November, 2010: Eastern Region Contact Group Meeting, 11:00am – 12:30pm, Biratnagar 

For more details, please visit Meeting schedules at UN Nepal Information Platform (NIP). 
http://www.un.org.np/WebCalendar/month.php
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V. RECENT MAPS AVAILABLE: 

UN RCHCO IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below and 
also available on the Nepal Information Platform (NIP -  http://www.un.org.np/). 
Nepal: Report of Security Incidents, 1-30 September, 2010  
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=725  

Nepal: Reports of Bandhs/Strikes, 1 -30 September, 2010 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=726  

VI. RECENT REPORTS AVAILABLE: 

Some of the recent reports available on UN Nepal Information Platform (NIP) are listed below. 
Cost-Benefit Analysis for Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction in Kailali, Nepal 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=588  

Investigating Allegations of Extra-Judicial Killings in the Terai (Summary of Concern)    
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=585  

Report on Blanket Tube Well Testing  
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=586  

Study on Seismic Vulnerability of Drinking Water Supply System in Kathmandu Valley  
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=587  

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO, and other partners, subject to 
availability of data. Although HSU RCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, occasional factual inaccuracies can 
occur. 

For inputs, questions or comments please contact: Rita Dhakal Jayasawal, National Coordination 
Officer, OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit (HSU), RCHCO, on ph. 9851072938, dhakal@un.org

Office of the Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator� UN House, Nepal  
Tel. +977 (1) 5523200 Ext. 1544 

Visit the Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np


