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This report was issued by OCHA Kenya with information received from the various humanitarian partners, Kenya 
Red Cross Society (KRCS), the Government of Kenya (GoK) and media reports. The gives a comprehensive 
picture of floods, response, needs and gaps between October 2009 and 12 January 2010.   
 
 

 

 
El Nino influenced heavy rainfall in the October- December short rains season has left Kenya with 
30 000 people in need of immediate humanitarian assistance. As at 8 January, twenty-one (21) 
people were confirmed dead, but more are missing or feared dead. Heavy rains on 9/10 January 
2010 caused more flooding in Nairobi where hundreds of people were affected by flood waters, a 
building under construction collapsed in Kiambu and reportedly caused the death of three people. In 
Kawangwere slum in Nairobi, media reports estimate that 900 families have been affected by floods 
on 9/10 January 2010. Flood waters are reported to be receding, but villagers in some locations in 
northern Kenya (Turkana) are reported to have moved to higher grounds in fear of more heavy 
rains.  

The GoK announced on 11 January that it has approved spending of KES 4.5 billion (US $ 53 
million) for flood response. The treasury will be sourcing funds as only KES1.5 billion (US13 million) 
has been redirected from other budgets.  
 

At the Kenya Humanitarian Forum (KHF) held 8 January, humanitarian actors updated on the level 
of response and gaps in the responding to flood victims. The government’s National Disaster 
Operations Centre (NDOC) briefed that since the onset of rains in October 2009 to date an 
estimated 58,000 people have been temporarily displaced across Kenya. The Kenya Red Cross 
conducted assessments in various affected locations and estimates that 30 000 people need 
humanitarian assistance.  

In Turkana, the worst affected district in northern Kenya, five divisions have not yet been accessed 
as at 12 January since flood damage closed off access on 2nd January 2010. The areas are Katilia, 
Barkati, Naokotolem, Riet, Kidewa and Loyoimenkwa with an estimated 5000 people. Turkana East 
District Commissioner has informed that the government’s attempt to distribute food to the areas 
was futile and ended up in three days of towing the National Youth Service trucks out of mud. The 

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS 

 30 000 people need humanitarian assistance  following ravaging floods across Kenya 
 Turkana East in northern Kenya  is the hardest hit with five (5) divisions not yet accessed 
 Twenty-four (24) people confirmed dead from flooding in eight districts since December 

2009 
 Roads, bridges and other infrastructure suffer massive damage; refugee camps so far 

unaffected by flooding 
 Commendably swift and comprehensive flood response by local authorities and 

humanitarian partners highlights the level of flood preparedness. 
 The Kenya Meteorological Department forecasts continued rains but with lower intensity 

until mid-January 2010 
 Government approves spending KES 4.5 billion (US $ 53 million) for flood response 

 

II. Situation Overview 
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Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) informed that it is making efforts to access the affected 
population. In Lokori, The KRCS reports that floods washed away the crops on the farms. A bridge 
connecting Lokori and Lomelo division was also washed away. Irrigation schemes in the western 
part of the country and in Turkana were submerged causing massive damage to communal rice 
farms. 

In Taveta district, heavy rainfall across the border in Tanzania caused flash floods in nine (9) sub- 
location areas and affected 556 households whose houses where submerged and household 
property was damaged. World Vision confirms that 100 households have been displaced. Abori 
Primary was flooded and had toilet facilities under water posing a significant health risk to residents. 
The Ministry of Health officials on the ground have reported diarrhea cases though exact numbers 
are yet to be confirmed.  
 
In Naivasha, an OCHA mission to the area on 6 January 2010 verified that 240 households in Self-
Help IDP relocation sites are need new tents because their existing ones are worn out; this is not 
directly due to flooding though the heavy rainfall impacted on shelter conditions. Previous estimates 
referred to in Situation Report No. 2 placed the number much higher at 1000 affected households.  
Seventy-five (75) other houses were submerged by flood waters in Kikopey center and families are 
being hosted in the community hall. Another 40 houses belonging to a resettled group of IDPs in 
Mwidabe were damaged. These families have been allocated land elsewhere but have refused to 
move.  
  

UNHCR informed the KHF that refugee camps have not been affected by flooding. The Agency had 
received contingency funding from its headquarters which was allocated for flood response in 
refugee camps.  

The Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) El Nino predictions released on 28 August 2009 had 
forecasted enhanced rainfall in the October-December rains in the western and northeastern belts 
of Kenya. As predicated, heavy rains were received in October and led to flooding in coastal and 
northeastern Kenya and left a near 5 000 households displaced to schools, community halls and 
host communities. These families have returned to their homes.  A lull (long dry spell) meanwhile 
intercepted the rain season in November 2009 which the KMD attributes to changing sea surface 
anomalies (change in sea atmospheric pressures). In late December into early January, a deluge of 
rainfall around the country caused massive flooding in the western belt of Kenya with important 
humanitarian consequences in displacement, loss of life, damage to infrastructure and livelihoods. 
The KMD has forecasted that rainfall will continue and will in coming days spread to south-eastern, 
lower coastal, western and central (Nairobi) parts of Kenya until mid- January but with less intensity.  

The rains have had beneficial impact on vegetation although it is too early to determine the extent 
of this. Recharge of water pans and dams has already been noted and the hydro-electric dams 
along the Tana River, previously at precariously low levels are filled nearly to capacity. A release of 
the waters from the dams would flood the Tana Delta area although the KENGEN Authority will give 
advance notice in order to allow for the timely evacuation of communities to higher grounds. 
Environmental groups have raised concern that degradation of forests and farming lands have 
contributed to intensity of floods. There is speculation too on how much of top soil has been washed 
into hydro dams.  

 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

3



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

4

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

  

Food 

Needs 

General food distribution is required for the thousands of people affected. Food assistance is 
required especially for Turkana, the worst affected area where five divisions have not been 
accessed. Food security is also dire in Turkana East which has hard-hit by drought last year. Food 
assistance is required to victims in Taveta.  The floods have exacerbated the humanitarian needs in 
the district especially previously affected by drought (e.g Turkana, Taveta).   

Response 

Generally, the KRCS has collaborated with the Provincial Administration to distribute food to 
affected populations. The KRCS has provided some fifty-five 90kg bags of maize and 85 Kitchen 
sets to affected populations in Homa Bay; 2 bags of rice, 3 bags of beans and 100 litres of 
vegetable oil have been distributed to affected populations in Nyando district. World Vision has 
provided food assistance to flood victims in Lopedru and Kapedo. The GoK through the Ministry of 
State for Special Programmes (MoSSP) provided 1500 bags of maize (the local staple) to KRCS to 
distribute. In Naivasha, families in Self –Help relocation sites have received food assistance from 
the KRCS with support from MoSSP.  

 

Key gaps 

There is loss of livestock and farmlands washed away which highlight the need for assistance to 
recovery efforts. World Vision is taking a long-term view to rehabilitate irrigation schemes and other 
infrastructure destroyed. There is a gap on defined recovery efforts and coordination in actors to be 
involved. Impact of rains /flooding on general food security is yet to be assessed.   

 

Emergency Shelter and NFIs  
Needs 

In Turkana, 10 000 people need shelter. The KRCS says that tents are required for 4,000 
households. Affected populations need household utensils.  

Response 

World Vision is targeting 800 households for shelter assistance in Lokori in Turkana South. The 
KRCS has provided mosquito nets, blankets, water containers and Kitchen sets to affected families 
in Homa Bay. In Turkana, KRCS has released 4000 family kits to Lokori and Lochichar locations.  
KRCS confirmed distribution of NFIs and food items to the affected populations in West Pokot. 
UNHCR has also provided 1000 plastic sheeting of tarpaulins to MoSSP to support emergency 
shelter needs.  

Key gaps 

KRCS informed that it has called for an internal appeal (within the Red Crescent Society) to fill in 
the gap on shelter response.  

 

Water, Health and Sanitation  

Needs 
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There is need for pit latrines in Turkana to avert disease outbreaks from sub-merged latrines. Water 
sources need chlorination. Two cholera cases have been reported in Morulem and Elelea. There is 
need for cholera treatment drugs and trained health staff in health centres.  

Response 

The District Public Health Office in Nyakach (Nyando district in western Kenya) has distributed 10 
water containers, 52 sachets of water purifiers, 500 tablets of Aqua tabs, 12 bars of soap and 15 
sachets of ORS. In health promotion, the KRCS response team together with the district public 
health officers has started hygiene promotion campaigns to sensitize displaced communities on 
safe sanitation practices. UNICEF dispatched an inter-agency health kit for 30,000 people for one 
month. Additionally upon the request of the Ministry of Health, UNICEF dispatched to Turkana: 50 
drums of chlorine powder, 20 pool testers with chemicals, 500 PUR (water purification) boxes, 
1,500 Jericans, 200,000 chlorine tablets. In Taveta, World Vision in collaboration with the MoH is 
working to get essential drugs and water purification commodities on the ground.  
 

Key gaps 

Toilets collapsed or are submerged and therefore contaminating water sources. Reconstruction 
cannot be started due to weather conditions. In Elelea primary school 413 pupils (247 boys and 163 
girls) are using only two toilets and expose children to health risks.   
 
Livestock 
Needs 
The KRCS has reported that an estimated 6 000 livestock (shoats, cattle, donkeys and camels) 
have died from flooding. FAO informed that there is a need to re-stock and urged partners to 
consider restocking poultry as this is less costly.  
 
Response  
Rift Valley Fever (RVF) vaccinations to 15 000 cattle and shoats on-going in Naivasha and other 
hotspots in the country through the Ministry of Livestock with support from FAO.   
 
Key Gaps 
Livestock in some areas may have limited grazing fields as shrubs have been washed away my 
floods.  
 
Education 
Needs 
Need to rehabilitate toilets damaged by flood waters.  Four schools are affected by floods in 
Turkana South where toilets are submerged. Four (4) schools in Narok are affected with water 
sources contaminated by refuse. Roof tops and desks are damaged. In Rongai, three (3) schools 
are affected by floods.  
 
Response 
UNICEF has Temporary Learning Spaces available and will be providing assistance in collaboration 
with Ministry of Education.  
 
Key Gaps 
Some schools are housing displaced communities; classes are disrupted since the resumption of 
school in early January. 
 

OTHER OUTSTANDING NEEDS/ CONSTRAINTS 
 Access to affected villages has been challenging. Katilia, Barkati, Naokotolem, Riet, Kidewa 

and Loyoimenkwa areas in Turkana have not been accessed as at 12 January 2010. Main 
bridge connecting Lokori and Morelem (in Turkana) requires urgent reconstruction.  
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 Logistics support is required for the government and other actors on the ground. 

 In the long run, rehabilitation of damaged irrigation canals, bridges and schools in Turkana. 

 River bank protection is required in Turkana to avoid further bank overflows 

 Continued monitoring of hydro-electricity dams whose water levels are reported to be at high 
capacity. KRCS is in regular contact with KenGen (Kenya’s Hydro-Electric Power Station) 
for prior information on opening of slice gates on Tana River which may cause flooding.  

 
Assessments 
The Kenya Red Cross in Turkana, Nyando and Homa Bay conducted assessments on 3rd and 4th 
January and 29th December respectively. UNICEF and OCHA, together with World Vision and 
Ministry of Education conducted an assessment on 6-12 January in Turkana’s Molurem, Elelea, 
Lokubae, Lowii and Kagtit divisions. UNDP and OCHA are planning a Post-Disaster Needs 
Assessment to determine recovery needs. 

 

 
The Government of Kenya (GoK), through the Provincial Administration is leading coordination of 
response, supported by the Kenya Red Cross society, UNICEF, World Vision and other NGOs on 
the ground.  OCHA is working with all the partners in response activities and has taken part in two 
assessments (Turkana and Naivasha) to determine the level of needs and gaps; information is 
consolidated and disseminated at Nairobi level. The KRCS has set up a logistics hub in Lodwar in 
Turkana Central District and has highlighted the need for coordination support to Lokori, the 
headquarters of newly established Turkana East District. Lokori is the epicenter of humanitarian 
need due to the floods and it is expected that it will be the focus of relief assistance in the next few 
weeks.  OCHA is working on strengthening support to the district. OCHA conducted a mission to 
Naivasha on 6 January 2010 to assess the conditions of families in Self-Help Relocation sites and 
other flood affected areas.   
  
 

  
Emergency Response Funds (ERF) funding released to the Kenya Red Cross Society and World 
Vision for cholera response in Turkana in December 2009 has been instrumental in responding to 
some flood’ needs.  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

 
Nairobi, Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office – OCHA Kenya, cooper1@un.org, +254-20-762-5155, 
 
Nairobi: Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office-OCHA Kenya, lavandhomme@un.org, +254-762-20-762-5148 
 
Nairobi:  Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting & Analysis OCHA Kenya, mwapet@un.org,  
+254-20-762-5316 
 
New York: Alfred Nabeta, Desk Officer, nabeta@un.org, +1917-367-2649 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email sophia.ndunge@undp.org 

iii. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


