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• A strong aftershock of 5.1 on the Richter scale was registered on April 23 in the regions of Maule, Bio 

Bio, La Araucanía and Los Rios. This aftershock is one of the strongest registered in recent weeks. 
 

• The Ministry of Health has launched a special winter plan called "Health in the Field". The plan includes 
the deployment of teams of health professionals who will work on permanent rounds in the field attending 
people who lost their home.  

 
• UNETT team is meeting once a week to review progress made in the implementation of the projects 

funded by the UN Central Emergency Response Found (CERF). 
 

 
• According to the U.S. Seismological Service, the intense aftershock of 5.1 on the Richter scale occurred 

at 06.03am on April 23 and its epicenter was located 65 km south of Concepción (Bio Bio region). Due to 
the tremor, the cell phone signal collapsed. In addition, another aftershock was recorded on April 25 at 
3.15am in Maule and Bio Bio regions. It had a magnitude of 4.7 on the Richter scale and its epicenter 
was located 32 kilometers from Cobquecura (Bio Bio region). The same day, another earthquake 
measuring 4.9 on the Richter scale was recorded in the region of Bio Bio and La Araucanía. Its epicenter 
was located 40 kilometers west of the city of Los Angeles (Bio Bio region). 

 
• The Government has launched the plan "Ganémosle juntos al frío y la lluvia”, which provides affected 

people with access to medical checks, mobile vaccinations services and provision of medicines to 
address winter diseases. At the same time, the plan offers 26 shelters with free food and warm clothes to 
the 10,000 people who still live in tents in the affected areas. 

 
• According to UNICEF, the situation for those people who live in camps and shelters is critical. The delay 

in providing temporary housing solutions or the quality of solutions provided has caused more than one 
protest in the affected communities. The lack of access to basic services (electricity, water and sewer 
systems) in temporary housing is generating unsustainable or unsafe situations in the camps. 

 
• The draft Law on Donations, the first initiative of the reconstruction plan launched last week by President 

Piñera, has been approved by the Chamber of Deputies. This initiative includes tax benefits for donors 
who provide financial resources for infrastructure reconstruction in the areas affected by the earthquake.  

 

 
Shelters/Temporary Housing 
 

• According to latest data released by the Government, so far 61 shelters have been installed for a total of 
3,025 families: one in the Valparaiso region, 11 in the O'Higgins region, 17 in the Maule region, 29 in the 
Bio Bio region, one in the La Araucanía region and two in the metropolitan area. The Government is 
planning to build other 25 shelters for a total of 1,948 families. 
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• The governor of Santiago has reported that of the 6,000 temporary housings needed in the Metropolitan 
Region, 2,000 have been built by the Government and the municipalities themselves, resulting in a cost 
of nearly 1 billion pesos (approx. USD 1.9 million). 

 
Response 
 

• IOM has identified priority areas for the CERF project implementation. In coordination with the 
municipalities, IOM is planning to build 250 temporary homes in Parral and 250 in Cauquenes. IOM is 
assessing the profile of beneficiaries for the allocation of repair kits, hygiene and kitchen kits. 

 
• UNDP has progressed by 25% in the implementation of the project funded by the CERF. The progress 

includes the recruitment of the NGO El Canelo Dos for technical assistance and the procurement of 
materials (wood stoves, kits for water heating and thermal pots). UNDP will begin the identification of the 
beneficiaries in partnership with IOM, FAO and FOSIS (Solidarity and Social Investment Fund of the 
Ministry of Social Planning). 

 
• The Ministry of Education, the Chilean Army and the NGO Un Techo para Chile have signed an 

agreement to build emergency housings in the region of O 'Higgins. The Minister of Education invited 
students of the region to participate in the Week of Solidarity. The call’s aim is to gather together 5,000 
volunteers to build 1,200 temporary housings. 

 
• The Minister of Housing and Urban Development has reported that 80 construction companies from 12 

countries have presented models of housings to be located in the areas devastated by the earthquake 
and tsunami. The models include houses measuring between 48 and 57 square meters expandable. 
They are made of wood, techno panel, iron cement and metal. The homes will be given to affected 
families with zero cost. 

 
• On April 22, the NGO Un Techo para Chile has established the emergency housing number 10,000, 

progressing by 50% in the work committed for the end of May. To meet its objective, the NGO received a 
donation of 15,000 million pesos (approx. USD 28.8 million) by the program "Chile helps Chile."  

 
• The NGO CARE Germany / Luxembourg has distributed hygiene kits and food aid for 210 families in 

Sauzal (Maule Region) and 45 tents. To date, CARE is planning to distribute housing emergency kits, 
family kits (with cooking items), hygiene kits and blankets in: Pumanque (O'Higgins Region), Cumpeo, 
Coronel and Cauquenes (Region Maule). 

 
Early Recovery 
 

• According to the Bio Bio Region governor in the Concepción area, the unemployment rate is expected to 
rise up to 19% in the next six months, mainly because small and medium enterprises have suffered 
extensive damages.  

 
Response 
 

• President Piñera has announced a USD 2,500 million plan aimed at boosting the activities of micro, small 
and medium enterprises for the next four years. The plan includes measures to improve access to credit 
for small and medium enterprises and the creation of a reconstruction grant of USD 180 million to support 
20,000 companies affected by the earthquake. 

 
• The Senate has approved a draft law that extends unemployment benefits. The project reduces the 

requirements necessary to access the benefits for workers who terminate their job contracts during 
February 1 and August 31 and whose place of employment is located in the region of Valparaíso, 
O’Higgins, Maule, Bio Bio, La Araucanía and the metropolitan area. The project also gives access to 
unemployment benefits to workers of companies unable to operate or whose task present serious risks to 
the health and safety of workers. 

 
• The Ministry of Public Work will spend 119 billion pesos (approx. USD 225 million) in the Bio Bio region for 

emergency and reconstruction works which include: the repair of bridges Llacolén, Juan Pablo II, the 
construction of the new bridge Chacabuco and the installation of a mechanical bridge over the river Bío 
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Bío. The Ministry will also invest a total of 44.8 billion pesos (approx. USD USD 86 million) in the Region of 
O'Higgins during 2010. Out of this amount, 18.5 billion pesos (approx. USD 35.5 million) belongs to the 
governmental reconstruction plan.  

 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
 

• According to the National Agriculture Society (SNA), approximately 90% of the sector is operating 
normally. It is forecasted that the sector’s GDP will diminish between 0.5 and 0.8 percentage points in 
2010. 

 
• The forest industry considers that exports will diminish by 15% this year. However, the rise in the 

cellulose prices and an increased demand for lumber, among others factors, will boost the sector 
activities. 

 
• According to the producers of "Vino de Chile", the wine industry lost 125 million liters of wine due to the 

earthquake, which amount to 12.5% of the 2009 harvest. However, 100% of the industry is now 
operational which means that the production will increase by 8% in 2010. 

 
Response 
 

• To date, FAO has advanced by 50% in the technical implementation of the project funded by CERF, 
which means that, in collaboration with the Undersecretary of Fisheries, the 15 priority ports and the 
equipments for each one of them have been identified. In addition, technical specifications of both boats 
and other equipments have been established. Once requirements are formalized, FAO will purchase the 
equipments. 

 
• The government has launched the program "Back to the Sea" which will provide or repair 1,100 small 

fishing boats up to 12 meters in length in the tsunami-affected ports between the regions of Valparaiso 
and La Araucanía. With this, the Government is expecting to benefit nearly 5,000 small scale fishing 
families. The program depends on the donations of two mining companies that will donate half of the 
boats, engines or gear that must be provided or repaired. The Artisanal Fisheries Fund (PAF) will 
contribute 25% of the cost of each boat, up to 2.1 million pesos (approx. USD 4,000) per boat. To cover 
the remaining 25%, each fisherman will apply for a bank loan facilitated by a fund of USD 10 million that 
CORFO (Chilean Economic Development Agency) has already approved for such purposes. 

 
• The Ministry of Agriculture, through the National Institution of Agricultural Development (INDAP), is 

supporting small farmers in the region of Bio Bio to minimize the damage caused by the earthquake and 
tsunami. As of April 20, 400 million pesos (approx. USD 770,000) has already been distributed in the 
form of a bonus for agricultural emergency, emergency irrigation and reconstruction of production 
projects. This money has benefited 2,521 farm families throughout the region. In addition, the Ministry of 
Agriculture through INDAP has given 13 million pesos (approx. USD 25,000) to farmers in the 
municipality of Sagrada Familia in the province of Curico. In the Maule region, the Government has 
invested over 320 million pesos (approx. USD 615,000) benefiting nearly two thousand farmers with 
funds for the reconstruction of their production systems.  

 
Education 
 

• The Ministry of Education set April 25 as the deadline for all children being in school. As of a day before 
the deadline, 45 schools are not yet operational and 25,000 students have not begun attending classes 
yet.  

 
Response 
 

• In the framework of the CERF project implementation, UNESCO is coordinating the construction of 14 
emergency rooms along with the municipality of Pelluhue. UNESCO plans to complete the construction 
of five classrooms within next week. The CERF project includes also the distribution of: 

o 20 water tanks, whose distribution in Talcahuano and Arauco is being coordinated with the 
SEREMI (Regional Ministerial Secretary) of Bio Bio region; 

o 100 portable toilets, of which 8 will be installed in Pelluhue school; 
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o Furniture for classrooms; 
o 5,000 basic kits for students, containing school supplies, which are being produced and will 

be distributed in coordination with municipalities and the Ministry of Education. 
o Training courses in psychosocial support education; 
o The construction of 14 classrooms in Pelluhue, 5 in Molina, 6 in Coronel, 30 in Arauco. 

 
• UNESCO is coordinating with the SEREMI of education of Bio Bio and Maule region educational support 

activities for the communities of Cauquenes, Molina, San Rafael, Colonel, Arauco and Tomé. 
 

• UNESCO made available an emergency fund of USD 50,0000 to the Chilean National Commission for 
UNESCO for the purchase of educational materials for 7,900 students. 

 
• UNESCO also made available USD 50,000 to the Consejo Nacional de Monumentos as a contribution to 

repairs needed at the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Valparaiso. 
 

• UNESCO, UNICEF and the Ministry of Education are preparing a communication campaign for schools 
focusing on what to do in case of an earthquake and a tsunami. The campaign will also be transmitted by 
radio. 

 
• During this week the Ministry of Education has inaugurated the modular school of Caleta Tumbes, 

allowing 210 students start their school year. In addition, the president has inaugurated the modular 
school of Juan Fernandez Island which will be attended by 108 students and 55 pre-scholars. On April 
25, the Minister of Education inaugurated the school of Tubul (Bio Bio Region), while on April 26 
Constitución municipal school, which is attended by 800 students, will be inaugurated.  

 
Protection 
 
Response 
 

• In the framework of the CERF project implementation, UNICEF: 
o Has distributed 2,000 kits for shelters (food items and non-food items) and 500,000 leaflets 

with general recommendations for families and communities on hygiene issue. 
o In collaboration with FOSIS, UNICEF has distributed 1,178 school backpacks (out of 40,000 

available) in the camps of Maule region. FOSIS and UNICEF are planning to distribute a total 
of 11,268 backpacks in the Bio Bio region, 5.466 in the Maule region, 3.875 in O'Higgins 
region, to children of families from the poorest quintile of the population. 

o UNICEF has started distributing 50,000 small notebooks for children between 4 and 8 years, 
30,000 guides for families and 10,000 guides for psycho-educational support for 
professionals working with children adolescents and families. The latter are being distributed 
in the framework of the workshop on "Psychosocial intervention in disaster situations." 

o Starting from April 26, UNICEF will distribute 14 recreational kits for adolescents detained in 
centers identified by SENAME and 150 recreational and educational kits for children of 0-12 
years of age in shelters and health centers in collaboration with FOSIS. 

 
• UNICEF carried out 10 psycho-emotional support workshops in the affected cities for a total of 196 

professionals who work with children, adolescents and their families. There were 57 participants in the 
cities of the Maule region and 139 in the Bio Bio region. The issues discussed during the workshop were: 
stress caused by overwork, self-care and tools to work with children. 

 
• It was established that Sesame Street TV PSAs related to post-disaster issues and the psycho-emotional 

health of children will be shown on 60% of the country’s public television networks.  
 

• A total of twelve psychologists were trained by UNICEF’s Expert Psychologist to be able to carry out 
psycho-emotional support workshops in the region of La Araucanía. The 12 psychologist will work with 
municipal workers and social program specialists. Workshops will be held in Angol (3), Renaico (1), 
Carahue (2), and Puerto Saavedra (3).  

 
 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
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• The Department of Sanitary Services (SISS) reports that as of April 22, in the Bio Bio region, the 

percentage of people supplied by the general water service rose to 99.9%. Problems remain in Arauco 
where only 90% of the population is supplied by the general in-house water service and 1,732 people are 
still supplied by water trucks or portables tanks.  

 
• According to UNICEF, in the rural area, the Department of Sanitary Works of the MOP has reported that 

422 rural water systems (APR - Rural Drinking Water) were damaged by the earthquake and the 
Emergency Committee has prioritized the repair of 133, under a criteria which gives preference to: i) 
those that have the highest number of connections, ii) those whose tanks have been damaged and pose 
a risk to the community; iii) Systems which present water quality problems. According to the MOP, in the 
Bio Bio region a 68% of the rural drinking water systems have been damaged, in Maule region 34% have 
been damaged, in O'Higgins 40%, in the Metropolitan area 38%, in La Araucanía 32% and in Valparaíso 
17%. 

 
Response 
 

• In the framework of the implementation of the CERF funded project, UNICEF:  
o Is in the process of defining the technical support for the FOSIS program which focuses on 

WASH. The program is contingent on a water network (urban or rural) accessible to the 61 
shelters where sanitary units will be installed. 

o Has signed a cooperation agreement with OXFAM GB for the implementation of the WASH 
activities. The priority areas identified include 12 communities in the Maule Region and 8 
communities in the Bio Bio Region. To date, approximately 4,500 people have participated in the 
hygiene promotion activities; more than 1.5 million liters of water have been distributed in the 
regions of Maule and Bio Bio, 6,210 buckets have been distributed in villages, health centers and 
towns and nine water quality kits are in the process of purchase. 

o UNICEF has developed promotional materials for hygiene and environmental health in 
coordination with the Ministry of Health and PAHO / WHO. The material is for children and 
families living in camps and shelters and for professional staff working in health centers, schools 
and shelters. The content of these materials focuses on personal hygiene, safe water usage and 
excreta disposal.  

 
• The Office of Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) has planned a mission to Chile between May 2 and 8 in order to 

monitor their projects funded in the first response phase, and to determine the need for a second 
financial donation for urgent matters. 

 
• During an official visit to the Maule region, the Under Secretary for Public Works has announced that 4, 

885 million pesos (approx. USD 9.3 million) will be allocated to repair 76 rural water systems that were 
damaged by the earthquake in the region. 

 
Health 
 
Needs 
 

• During the first 14 weeks of 2010, 30 cases of hanta virus have been registered. According to a report 
released by the Ministry of Health the majority of the hanta virus cases were recorded during February 
and March and corresponded to patients who live in areas affected by the earthquake.  

 
Response 
 

• PAHO / WHO is working with the Ministry of Health for the CERF project implementation. PAHO / WHO 
has made progress in the acquisition of 10 equipments and diagnostic imaging items, as well as 10 sets 
of basic equipment for emergency rooms and equipment and supplies for vector control. The Agency is in 
the process of purchasing 10 sets of surgical instruments and supplies, 10 equipments and laboratory 
supplies and 5 electrical generators for hospitals. It is also coordinating with the Ministry of Health the 
purchase of 10 water purification units for hospitals, five VHF equipments, five batches of hospital 
supplies and emergency medicines and the import of vaccines. 
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• With funds provided by the Humanitarian Aid Office of the European Commission (ECHO), PAHO / WHO 
has purchased medical equipments and medicines for hospitals and it is in the process of purchasing 
generators and water supply equipments for hospitals. Through the funds provided by the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA), PAHO / WHO is in the process of purchasing equipments for 
the recovery and strengthening of health services. 

 
• The Ministry of Health has elaborated a special winter plan called "Health in the Field". The plan includes 

the deployment of teams of health professionals who will work on permanent rounds in the field attending 
people who lost their home. The Undersecretary of Public Health explained that this strategy will be 
maintained throughout the winter, starting May 3 and finishing September 30 in the O'Higgins, Maule and 
Biobío regions. The plan’s main objective is to prevent respiratory, digestive and infectious diseases in 
the population most affected by the earthquake. 

 
• UNFPA y ONUSIDA continuous with the CERF project implementation. The progress made includes the 

identification of suppliers and price for the purchase of 5,000 hygiene kits with brochures and the 
purchase of 30 clean delivery kits. The project also includes the distribution of 30 delivery kits for 
midwifes, 10 delivery kits for hospitals, five kits for treatment in case of sexual violence, five HIV post-
exposure kits, ten N1H1 kits. 

 
Logistics 
 

• According to latest figures provided by national media, the electricity supply has been completely restored 
and the phone networks function normally. The Department of Electricity and Fuels (SEC) has reported 
that all distribution networks have been restored in the country and 99.6% at the domestic level. The 
remaining 0.4% corresponds to the areas where homes have to be rebuilt and temporary shelters 
restored. 

 
• In the framework of the CERF funded project, ITU is in the process of acquiring 30 satellite phones and 60 

prepaid cards. 
 

 
• The Resident Coordinator and Heads of UN agencies involved in CERF projects met with the Minister of 

Social Planning in order to share information on progress made in the implementation of the CERF 
funded projects. 

 
• UNICEF is responsible for Protection and WASH activities. 

 
• The PAHO / WHO continues to provide support and technical assistance to the Ministry of Health. 

 
• UNDP / BCPR have conducted a series of workshops for municipal staff during the week of April 19. The 

teams involved came from the municipalities that were visited during the UNETT team's mission on 
March 23-26 and from the municipalities involved in CERF projects. The objectives of the workshops 
were: 

o Develop skills for the coordination of humanitarian aid, 
o Develop an early recovery plan with municipalities focusing on risk management, 
o Create a work plan with the municipalities for the reconstruction and final recovery. 

 

 
• New Zealand has contributed USD 500,000 through the Red Cross towards international relief efforts in 

Chile. 
 

• The appeal launched by the IFRC (International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies) 
amounts to 13,086,822 Swiss francs (USD 12,898,800). The current appeal coverage, which does not 
include pledges not yet registered, stands at 78% of the total. 

 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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Please contact: 
Michael Granadillo 
UN Coordination Associate 
Tel: 56 2 654-1042 
Email: Michael.granadillo@undp.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.redhum.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

VI. Contact 


