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Summary and implications 
 
The increase in rainfall since the third dekad of August has helped make up certain rainfall deficits in 
crop and agropastoral production zones.  While rainfall totals are lagging behind figures for last year, 
thus far, on the whole, the pattern of rainfall has been normal, in line with the interannual average 
(1991-2000) and the norm (1971-2000).  Rain fed (diéri) crops are in all different stages of 
development depending on the start-of-season, the regularity of ensuing rainfall and household 
access to seeds.  Short-cycle sorghum crops planted in depression areas in southern Hodh El Gharbi 
and southern Assaba are in the heading stage while, elsewhere, the most advanced stages of 
development are the height growth to the tillering stage.  As of September 21st, the area planted in 

irrigated crops under SONADER [National Rural Development Agency] supervision was much less then last year and well below the 
five-year average.  There are large variations in the water levels of dams from one region to another (+80 percent in Hodh Ec Chargui, 
between 60 and 70 percent in Hodh El Gharbi and less than 60 percent in all other regions).  No walo (flood-recession) crops will be 
grown anywhere between central Gorgol and Trarza.  The only area completely flooded by runoff from Wadi Gorfa and its tributaries 
is the Maghama plain area served by the “Maghama-décrue” improved flood recession farming project.  Farmers continue to lament 
the shortage of seeds for flood-recession crops.  The condition of pasturelands has visibly improved since the third dekad of August.  
The locust situation remains stable, but there is still heavy pressure from grain-eating birds.  In contrast to market trends in previous 
years, markets have ample supplies and, on the whole, prices for staple foodstuffs and small animals are holding steady and, in some 
cases, have come down since August.  This is most likely a result of the combined effects of seasonal phenomena, village-level food 
security reserves (SAVS) and distributions of free food aid to poor households in all regions of the country by the Food Security 
Commission (CSA). 
 
Hazard summary 

 
• Even more so than the cutback in the size of areas planted in diéri (rainfed) and irrigated crops, the failure of farmers to plant 

walo (flood-recession) crops will seriously affect the food access of residents of the Senegal River Valley and southern 
Aftout.  Let’s not forget that many communities in southwestern Aftout have not grown any walo crops for the past three 
years, which used to be their main source of grain. 

• Reported rainfall deficits in the southeast (Bassikounou and Amourj departments) and Trarza (Rosso, Keur Macen and 
Mederdra departments) will affect rainfed crops as well as pasturelands in these areas. 

• Seed access problems for flood-recession crops could cause large areas to be left to lie idle.   
• Further slides in prices for small animals are going to hurt poor and middle-income households in rural areas. 
• Many communities are still having problems restocking their village-level food security reserves (SAVS), which have been 

their main source of grain access, helping to stabilize prices on local markets.   
 
Status of crops 
 
The balanced rainfall in the third dekad of August served as strong motivation for farmers growing rainfed crops.  While the size of 
areas planted in crops is up from the beginning of August, it is still too soon to make comparisons with previous years, pending the 
completion of the second pre-harvest assessment mission and the release of preliminary forecasts by the Agricultural Statistics 
Department.  However, seed access problems, repeated planting failures and shortages of manpower are bound to have a negative 
effect on rain fed (diéri) crop production.  The short-cycle sorghum crops planted back in late June and July in Assaba, Hodh Ec 
Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi that were able to survive trampling by straying animals and ensuing dry spells are in the heading stage of 
the growth cycle.  Crops planted beginning in mid-August are in the height growth or tillering stage.  They are making relatively good 
progress but, in order for them to fully mature, the rains need to last through mid-October.  Farmers growing rainfed crops in lowland 
areas have chosen to plant long-cycle sorghum crops. 
 
According to forecasts released by the Ministry of Rural Development, harvests should be better than last year and should exceed the 
five-year average.   
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However, as of September 21st, the size of the area planted in irrigated crops overseen by SONADER (preliminary figures) was 
running 54 percent below the five-year average, the crops of which would customarily serve to offset shortfalls in rainfed crop 
production in Brakna and Gorgol, pending the harvesting of walo crops.   
 
The water levels of operational dams vary from 60 to 80 percent, depending on the region in question, and farmers are lamenting 
shortages of seeds for flood-recession crops.  Instead, they are counting on purchasing sorghum crops sold on the local market at 
between 370 and 400 UM/kg, which is a jump of 7 to 10 percent from August.  Current limited market supplies are expected to drive 
up prices just as the flood recession planting season (end of October – beginning of November) is about to get underway.  Farming 
areas from western Kaédi to Rosso departments, which are normally planted in walo crops and traditionally account for over 30 
percent of coarse grain production, are still dry.  Only low-lying areas of the Fori Plain (in northeastern Kaédi) and the Maghama Plain 
have been flooded by runoff from the Gorgol and Wadi Gorfa.  The locust situation is stable, but there is heavy pressure from grain-
eating birds on millet and rice seedlings.   
 
Conditions in livestock-raising areas 
 
There has been a vast improvement in conditions since the end of the third dekad of August (see Figure 1, Image B), which are 
relatively near-average in all areas with the exception of southwestern Trarza (Rosso, Mederdra and Keur Macene departments) and 
southeastern Hodh Ec Chargui (Figure 1, Image C).  Right now, pasturelands along the length of the country’s border with Mali 
between southern Guidimakha (in southern Sélibaby department) and southwestern Hodh Ec Chargui (in Djiguenni department) are in 
comparatively good condition.  However, pasture deficits in seasonal migration areas (Trarza and western Brakna) and agropastoral 
areas (central and northern Brakna, northern Guidimakha and southeastern Hodh Ec Chargui) could trigger off-season migratory 
movements by livestock (see Map I).  Animal health conditions are good. 
 
Figure 1: Condition of developing vegetation based on analyses of NDVI imagery for the second dekad 
of September 2006 

A) September 10-20, 2006 B) Comparison with September 1-
10, 2006 

C) Comparison with the long-
term average for September 10-

20th 

   

  

Graphic by FEWS NET Mauritania; Data: NASA, USGS 
 
Food security conditions 
 
The current food situation is visibly improving for large herders who are benefiting from milk production and from improving 
purchasing power, bolstered by rising prices for large animals.  The need for supplies of staple foodstuffs (grains and other items) has 
driven poor and middle-income farming and agropastoralist households to step-up sales.  As a result, prices for small animals have 
plunged (by 8 to 12 percent), but the effects of this drop in prices are negligible in the face of the stable and, in some cases, falling 
prices for other products (rice, wheat and sugar).  The Food Security Commission (CSA) has already distributed 8,039 MT of wheat, 
370 MT of rice, 134 MT of pulses, 238.5 MT of oil, 275 MT of sugar, 68.5 MT of dates and 142 MT of milk, free of charge, to 76,735 
poor households and is preparing to assist 33,900 households in fringe areas of Nouakchott through the distribution of 3,390 MT of 
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wheat and 67.8 MT of dates in the form of free food aid.  
The effects of these short-term measures (providing 
assistance to poor households during the month of 
Ramadan) are extremely limited at best.  Despite these 
efforts, food access continues to present a problem, 
particularly for farmers in the western and central 
reaches of the Senegal River Valley (between Rosso 
department in the west and Kaédi department in the east) 
and in the southeast (in Bassikounou and Amourj 
departments).  Many village-level food security reserves 
(SAVS) are depleted in these areas, making the 
deterioration in food security conditions that much more 
perceptible.  The late start-of-season and, in particular, 
the deterioration in farming conditions in the southeast 
(due to erratic, inadequate rainfall) and the Senegal River 
Valley (due a lack of flooding) are expected to prolong 
the lean period. 
 
Recent donations to the World Food Program (WFP) 
from Saudi Arabia, Great Britain and the WFP Special 
Emergency Fund should enable it to complete its 
Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 
scheduled to wrap up in December of this year. 
 
Market supplies are ample, but prices are on the rise on markets outside of Nouakchott.  This is a normal seasonal phenomenon 
attributable to the heavy demand for sugar, milk and sorghum during the month-long celebration of Ramadan.  In the face of these 
trends, falling prices for small animals are accelerating the deterioration in household purchasing power in agropastoral and rainfed 
farming areas (see Figure 2).   
 
Recommendations 

 
1. Make seeds for vegetable and flood-recession sorghum crops available before October. 
2. Arrange for Mali, Senegal and Mauritania to mount a concerted bird control effort. 
3. Expand nutrition programs for children up to five years of age in Aftout, the southeast, the central and eastern reaches of the 

Senegal River Valley and the northern part of the country (Aoujeft, Akjoujt). 
4. Pursue ongoing assistance programs while, at the same time, improving targeting efforts and synchronizing field operations 

by all interested stakeholders (the CSA, WFP, UNICEF, FAO, Ministry of Rural Development and certain NGOs active in 
the field) by focusing on at-risk areas (in the central and western River Valley, southern Aftout and southeastern Hodh Ec 
Chargui). 

 
 

Figure 2: Trends in terms of trade on the Boghé market in the 
Senegal River Valley (July to September 2006) 
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Source: FEWS NET Mauritania 


