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This report highlights UNICEF’s actions in 

the Central African Republic in July 2007.  

It covers programmes throughout the 

country.  It should be noted that this 

report does not attempt to report on 

every activity undertaken but instead 

provides a sample of UNICEF’s 

programming across CAR. 
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1. Summary 
 

• UN Security Council agrees to send 3,000 peacekeepers to Eastern 
Chad and North-eastern Central Republic 

 
• Human Rights Watch releases report criticising government’s role in 

perpetrating human rights violations across northern CAR 
 

• Security deteriorates further across north-western prefectures 
 

• Heavy rains continue to wreak havoc across the country 
 

• Current appeal funded at just 43% 
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AU African Union 
BONUCA Bureau des Nations Unies pour la Centrafrique 
CAR Central African Republic 
DPT3 Diphtheria Polio Tuberculosis Vaccine 
EPI Expanded Program of Immunization 
GBV Gender Based Violence 
GoCAR Government of CAR 
IDPs Internally Displaced Persons 
LL/ITNs Long Lasting/Insecticide Treated Net 
MOU Memorandum Of Understanding 
NRC Norwegian Refugee Council 
OPV3 Polio Vaccination 
SAM Severe Acute Malnutrition 
PEP Post Exposure Prevention 
UFDR Union of Democratic Forces for Unity 
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2. Humanitarian Overview 
 
Country Summary  
 
The Central African Republic is suffering 
from a multi-faceted crisis. Located right 
at the heart of the African continent, this 
forgotten country has endured more than 
a decade of armed conflict.  The worst 
affected regions are located in the 
northeast and northwest, where rebel 
forces and government troops frequently 
clash. The continuing waves of violence 
have created mass displacement and the 
complete decimation of public 
infrastructure. This is having a significant 
impact on the lives of women and children 
across CAR. 

 

 
 
Current figures estimate that 291,000 
people have already been forcibly 
displaced; 212,000 of these have 
remained in the country and a further 
79,000 have been displaced into 
neighbouring Chad, Cameroon and the 
Sudan. In return CAR has received 
thousands of refugees from the conflicts in 
the Sudan and Chad.  
 
With an average Infant Mortality Rate of 
106 and Under-5 mortality rate of 176, the 
country has some of the continent’s worst 
child survival indicators. Malnutrition 
continues to be a significant problem, the 
recent MICS has estimated that 38% of 
children under the age of 5 suffer from 
Global Chronic Malnutrition, a further 10% 
suffer from the acute variety (SAM).  The 
situation amongst CAR’s displaced 
populations is significantly worse. For 

example, a recent IMC survey in the Sam 
Ouandja Sudanese refugee camp has 
shown that 32% of children suffer from 
SAM.  In addition, HIV rate prevalence 
(6.2%) is amongst the highest in the 
region and with a third of the population 
completely lacking access to clean water 
and sanitation facilities, preventable 
diseases are easily spread.  
 
Only 51% of children get the opportunity 
to attend primary school, the figure is 
much lower in CAR’s conflict affected 
prefectures with the majority of schools 
being closed due to the ongoing instability.  
 
In addition, lack of protection is a major 
issue for many women and children.  
Children continue to be used in the armed 
conflict, particularly in the northwest, in 
addition rape and GBV remains prevalent.  
Although constrained by funding, UNICEF 
working is continuing to work closely with 
its specialized partner agencies in order to 
improve these indicators in an effort to 
enhance human welfare and development 
across this forgotten country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Country Data 
 

Population 4,216,666 

People affected by violence 1,000,000 

Refugees in Chad, Cameroon, Sudan 79,000 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 212,000 

GDP per capita $352 

Infant Mortality Rate  

(per 1,000) 

106 

Child <5 Mortality Rate  

(per 1,000) 

176 

Maternal Mortality Rate  

(per 100,000) 

1,355 

Population without Access to Safe 

Water 

1,400,000 

HIV overall prevalence 6.2% 

Primary School Enrolment (net) 51.4% 

Global Acute Malnutrition 10% 

Global Chronic Malnutrition 38% 
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Political Summary 
 
The Security Council has unanimously 
decided to adopt Resolution 1778, which 
will establish a multi-dimensional presence 
of 3,000 (mainly French) troops in Eastern 
Chad and north-eastern Central African 
Republic. The new United Nations Mission 
is to be known as MINURCAT, European 
Union troops will also be deployed in an 
effort to provide protection and support.   
Both groups have been mandated to 
operate for an initial one year period.  
MINURCAT will also help monitor the 
human rights situation in the region, 
working with Governments and civil 
society to promote human rights and end 
the recruitment and use of child soldiers.  
It will also assist both countries in 
promoting the rule of law in coordination 
with other United Nations organisations. 
 
A report by the Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) group has this month criticised  the 
human rights abuses committed by rebel 
groups and in particular, government 
forces.  Executions and unlawful killings, 
burning of civilian homes, and the forced 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of 
civilians was found to be prevalent 
throughout the country’s north. The 
Human Rights Watch report called on the 
government to take immediate steps to 
end impunity and put in place effective 
protection mechanisms for civilians. The 
government of CAR has refuted the 
allegations made in the report. 
 

Amnesty International has this month 
reported on the human rights abuses 
perpetrated by the “coupeur de routes” 
currently operating around north-western 
CAR.  The report has sited that they are 
continuing to target mostly civilians, 
people who are already severely affected 
by the ongoing conflict between 
government and rebel troops.  The bandits 
have been blamed for much of the terror, 
kidnappings, rape and pillaging in the 
region.  They also cited the government’s 
current inability to offer its civilians 
protection from the bandits, predicting 

that without appropriate intervention, 
instability and violence is set to worsen.  
Because of the lack of governmental 
capacity, Amnesty called on Governments, 
the UN and NGOs to “work together to 
protect the people of CAR.” 

 
 
Heavy rains are continuing to induce 
flooding across the country, with the 
capital Bangui and Bossangoa (north-
western CAR) being among the worst-
affected.  Meteorological forecasts indicate 
that the rains are likely to continue well 
into October.  Twelve government troops 
reportedly drowned on the 25 September 
as they crossed a swollen river in Ouham 
Pendé, north-western CAR.  A civilian, who 
tried to rescue them, also died in the 
incident.  This years record floods, said to 
be the worst in three decades, have 
affected more than 1.5 million people 
across Central and West Africa over the 
past few months. 
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Insecurity 
 
The security situation remains volatile 
throughout northern CAR, particularly in 
the north-western prefectures bordering 
Chad where government troops, rebel 
groups and coupeur de routes continue to 
clash.   
 
The town of Bocaranga was attacked by 
APRD rebels on 12 September.  The 
resulting retaliation by government troops 
led to widespread destruction of the town, 
located in the country’s extreme 
northwest. 
 
Up to 12,000 people have now reportedly 
fled from their homes in the area between 
the towns of Markounda and Silambi, in 
northwest CAR on the border with 
neighbouring Chad. 
 
During the last week of September, dozens 
of Mbororo (Poele) people reportedly 
arrived in Bossangoa town, north-western 
CAR. The exact figures are still to be 
confirmed by the local authorities. UNICEF 
has visited the two main IDP locations in 
the town on the 26 September and found 
that all the families interviewed had come 
from the village of Tatali, 45kms from 
Bocaranga on the Bozoum-Bocaranga axis. 
There were various reports of abuse, 
including two of the children who had 
previously been held hostage by (allegedly 
Chadian) coupeur de routes. The girls, 
aged 10 and 13, were treated well in 
captivity and were released after six 
weeks, but only after their father sold all 
his livestock to raise the seven million CFA 
demanded for their release. It was also 
reported that any adults kidnapped were 
tied up with bicycle chains. The families 
interviewed reported that more Mbororo 
people were on their way to Bossangoa. 
They requested humanitarian assistance 
since their livelihoods had been destroyed 
by the bandits and had lost all their assets 
due to the large ransoms charged.  All 
were afraid to return to their original 
localities. 
 

 
 
Chad has registered its protest with CAR 
following the robbery, close to Kabo, that 
killed 4 Chadian soldiers. The perpetrator, 
who was reportedly a government soldier, 
stole 65 million CFA francs and injured 
four, including two women. The 
Government of CAR has stated it will begin 
an investigation into the incident. 
 
On 16 September, the APRD rebel group 
confirmed that they had attacked and 
taken the city of Ouandago, north-western 
CAR, displacing the FDPC rebels.  They 
claimed to have killed the FDPC head, 
Abakar, an APRD dissident and taken many 
prisoners.  The axis remains highly 
unstable following the recent shooting of a 
CARITAS worker.  According to an IRC 
report, released this month, many IDPs are 
choosing to return to their villages, 
controlled by these non-state actors for 
protection.  Many are fearful of coupeur de 
route attacks.  The situation for the area’s 
IDPs remains difficult and unpredictable, as 
they are frequently forced to shift between 
the bush and their villages.  This is 
something which is making food cultivation 
in particular, a real issue.   
 

General Funding 
 

The UN Peace Building Fund (PBF) will 
provide over $800,000 to forge a more 
inclusive political dialogue within the 
country. The project, called the Inclusive 
Political Dialogue, will make CAR the 
second country to be awarded PBF funding 
under “Emergency Provisions” and the 
fourth to receive funding overall.  The 
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Inclusive Political Dialogue aims to bring 
together government, opposition parties 
and armed groups for internationally-
mediated negotiations before the end of 
the year.  The dialogue will build on the 
two existing accords signed between the 
government and rebel groups in February 
and April 2007.   

From 10 to 12 September all humanitarian 
and development partners active in the 
Central African Republic will work on their 
Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) for 
2008.  More than 15 humanitarian 
organisations, as well as donors (European 
Commission, France, Germany, Spain, UK, 
US) and researchers from King’s College 
(London) are set to participate in the 
workshop.  The meetings aim to plan the 
necessary programmes and projects 
needed to meet the needs of those 
individuals who have been affected by the 
violence.  These meetings will build on 
previous contingency plans and 
discussions.   The final Coordinated Aid 
Programme (Consolidated Appeal) for 
2008 will be launched in December by the 
Secretary General of the United Nations.  
The 2007 CAP appeal requested 86 million 
USD.  The appeal is currently funded at 
just 50%.   

 

The Central African government, with the 
technical support of the European 
Commission, the UNDP and the World 
Bank, has been holding a series of 
meetings and consultations to outline its 
reconstruction programme for the next 
three years. The next found table meeting 
will take place on 26 October 2007 where 
the dialogue with current and new 
development partners will continue. The 
event aims to allow donors to examine 
CAR’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 
(PRSP), the programmes proposed to 
implement that strategy, and the financing 
plan of the PRSP. 

 
Needs Assessment 

The United Nations CAR Country Team will 
send its first one-week assessment 

mission to the troubled Ngaoundaye 
region.  The area, which lies on the 
Chadian border of north-western CAR, has 
suffered from intense instability since the 
beginning of 2006.  The Ngaoundaye, 
Bocaranga and Paoua triangle has become 
a strong-hold for the country’s APRD 
rebels, fighting between CAR’s presidential 
guard and the rebels have displaced more 
than 50,000 in this area alone. At least 
1,700 houses have been burnt over the 
past few months and an estimated 8,500 
people have been made homeless. Many of 
the displaced have fled to bordering 
Cameroon.  A team of twelve, including 
staff from UNICEF, UNDP, OCHA, UNICEF, 
UNHCR and a photographer, will assess 
and document the humanitarian situation 
in the region. 

 

 
 
 
3. Programme Updates 
 
Child Survival and Development (CSD) 
 
i) Health 
 
Vaccination 
 
The Ministry of Health has this month, 
submitted a proposal to the Global Alliance 
for Vaccination and Immunization (GAVI) 
for $3,100,000.  UNICEF has supplied an 
international consultant to assist with the 
preparation of the submission which 
requests funding to help strengthen the 
national health system over the next four 
years. 
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GAVI has also accepted UNICEF’s request 
to include Hepatitis B and Hemophilus 
Influenzae (type B) vaccines into their 
routine immunization programmes from 
January 2008. 
 
The EPI specialist has taken part in the 
first regional vaccinology course in Africa, 
which was attended by representatives 
from 22 African states.  The event 
emphasised the need for clinical trials and 
the introduction of new vaccines into 
routine immunisation programmes, 
something which is especially relevant to 
the above mentioned agreement with 
GAVI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii) Nutrition 
 
Therapeutic Feeding 
 
During the last week of September, 
UNICEF’s NGO partner, Action Contre la 
Faim visited Bossangoa in order to provide 
nutritional training to the 10 staff who 
have been recruited to work at the town’s 
new therapeutic feeding centre.  The 
centre opened during the last week of 
September at Bossangoa Hospital after 
several months delay due to staffing 
issues.  The new centre will provide 
assistance to severely malnourished 
infants in the area.  UNICEF has also 
donated ten cartons of F100 milk to the 
TFC, along with mosquito nets and other 
materials which will be provided to 
children both during and after their stay at 
the centre.   
 

UNICEF is continuing its monitoring and 
support of Sam Ouandja’s TFC.  The area 
is currently home to more than 3,000 
refugees, who recently arrived in the 
village from the Sudan.  Global Acute 
Malnutrition amongst the displaced 
population (at 32%) is disturbingly high.  
UNICEF has provided its implementing 
partner, the IMC, with 100 cartons of 
plumpy nut and 100 cartons of F75 (lipid 
and protein enriched milk) this month in 
an effort to reduce the area’s high level of 
severe acute malnutrition.   
 
Water and Sanitation 
 
Providing Water and Sanitation to Conflict 
Affected Populations 
 
UNICEF has supported IPHD in its 
construction of new latrines for 789 
families across the prefectures of Bamingui 
Bangoran and Ouaka, north-eastern CAR.  
Supervision and mobilization missions 
have been carried out this month for ten 
schools across Nana Gribizi, central CAR.  
The missions are part of a joint UNICEF-
CREPA initiative which aims to improve 
school sanitation across the region.  
 
Extending hygiene practices across the 
country 
 
UNICEF has carried out community 
sensitization sessions across the Ouham 
region this month, a total of 22 villages 
out of the targeted 25 have been reached 
so far. 
 
After the widespread flooding that hit 
Bossangoa in August, UNICEF Bossangoa 
has supported the local Red Cross to train 
52 volunteers from four quarters of 
Bossangoa town on hygiene promotion and  
well disinfection, using bleach for 
rendering water potable 
 
Assessment 
 
UNICEF partner, CARITAS has carried out 
an evaluation of water pumps and related 
committee functionality for the prefectures 
of Nana Gribizi and Kemo (Dekoa). 
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Capacity building and Coordination 
 
The first WASH cluster coordination 
meeting took place this month in Bangui.  
The meeting was followed by two 
additional ad hoc meetings in preparation 
for the important 2008 CAP appeal. 
 
UNICEF continues to implement most of 
their programmes under the European 
Union Water Facility Project, although they 
have also recently received a sizeable 
chunk of money from OCHA via the CERF. 
 
 

 
 
 
HIV/AIDS 
 
Capacity Building 
 
UNICEF has supported six participative 
training courses at health centres across 
Bossangoa and the rest of the Ouham 
region.  The sessions were based on the 
Development of Integrated Communication 
Planning (PEAK) for the prevention of 
parent-child HIV/AIDS transmission (PTPE) 
and brought together 180 support-group 
members (people living with the HIV).  
More than 120 of these were women.   As 
a result of the workshops, UNICEF has 
been able to gain a better understanding 
of issues surrounding parent-child 
transmission in the area, most notably; 
 
o Not all women are currently attending 

the maternal and child health centres 
o Pregnant women are not currently 

participating in the voluntary tracking 
service 

o Not all affected women are attending 
the health centres 

 
UNICEF is planning to hold further 
sensitization and education sessions in 
order to address these concerns, 
something which will hopefully induce 
long-term behavioural change in the 
future.   
 
Education 
 
Distribution of School Supplies 
 
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
and Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
have been responsible for distributing 
UNICEF supplied school kits to; 
  
o 8000 living in the Botangafo-Sido-

Ouandago triangle (Nana-Gribizi)  
o 2150 children and youths residing on 

the Kaga Bandoro - Ouandago  Axis 
(Ouham)  

 
Both prefectures lie close to the Chadian 
border (northern CAR) and represent two 
of the country’s most conflict affected 
prefectures.   
 
In the same region, UNICEF has also 
supplied the "Nakotanga" (meaning "with 
a lot of happiness" in Sango) school in 
Markounda with hygiene education 
materials.  The distribution has benefited 
approximately 450 pupils.   
 
Assessment 
 
The UNICEF Education Specialist has 
begun her assessment along the Kaga 
Bandoro - Ndenga and Kaga Bandoro - 
Ouandago axes in north-central CAR.  She 
has also taken part in an interagency 
security (OCHA, UNHCR, UNICEF, and 
WFP) and needs assessment in Ndim, 
Paoua and Ngaoundaye.   
 
Protection 
 
UNICEF is continuing to support the Tri-
party Action Plan which was signed by the 
UFDR rebel group, Government of CAR and 
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UNICEF for the “Reduction and Elimination 
of Under-age Recruitment and Utilisation, 
their Demobilisation and Reintegration." A 
joint UNICEF-GoCAR mission (Comité de 
Suivi de la Sortie des Enfants) will arrive in 
Gordil to verify the release of children 
following the June agreement.  The 
deadline for full demobilization is 30 
September.  The region is currently only 
reachable by plane, due to the rains.   
 
UNICEF is continuing to press the APRD 
group, operating in the country’s 
northwest to adhere to the same process. 
It is estimated that approximately 400-500 
children are currently operating within the 
APRD and rival FDPC rebel ranks, including 
girls.  Both groups are also reportedly 
beginning to resort to forced recruitment 
of children in their areas of control 
(including Ouandago and Kabo, north-
western CAR). 
 
Informal negotiations have already begun 
at the field level, with more formal 
meetings expected to begin soon.  Such 
negotiations have stalled due to the 
heightened insecurity across the 
northwest, in recent months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Government has actively encouraged 
UNICEF to open a humanitarian dialogue 
with the APRD in order to prevent child 
recruitment, promote child demobilization 
and reintegration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shelter/NFIs 
 
UNICEF has provided MSF-France with 942 
blankets as part of the organisation’s 
Family Relief Kit, which is now being 
distributed to families attended the MSF 
Hospital in Paoua.  
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4. UNICEF Funding  

                                                        
           Funding Received in July 2007 

 

Sector Donor 
Contribution 

(US$) 

Child Survival and 
Development 

Government of the 
United Kingdom (DfID) 

 
323,188 

 

Total  323,188 

 
Total Funding Received in 2007 
 
 
 
 

                                              
 
 
 
 
 
CAP Funding 2007 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appeal 
Sector 

Requirements 
by Sector  

Funds 
Received 

(US$) 

Unmet 
requirements 

(US$) 

% 
Unfunded 

Education 1,452,739 1,370,948 81,791 6% 

Health 6,648,848 2,223,780 4,425,068 67% 

Water & 
Sanitation 

2,318,690 582,960 1,735,730 75% 

Protection/ 
Human 
Rights/ 

Rule of Law 

1,278,200 458,907 819,293 64% 

NFI/Shelter 1,572,310 411,712 1,160,598 74% 

Cross 
sectoral 

 659,015     

  13,270,787 5,707,322 7,563,465 57% 

Government of UK 

Government of Germany 

Government of Ireland 

Government of Sweden 

Government of Spain 

Government of Canada 

OCHA CERF 

French UNICEF Natcom 

British UNICEF Natcom 

German UNICEF Natcom 

Government of Switzerland 


