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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Food security deteriorates in areas affected by January 
earthquake and official figures point at 3 million of malnourished 
people 

 Since January, prices of locally produced rice continue to 
decline  

Planting of the 2010 main cropping season is 
underway 
The main cropping season has started in March with the onset of the 
first seasonal rains in northern and southern departments. Meanwhile, 
central highlands are still experiencing localized pockets of dryness. 
 
As a support to the agricultural sector the government is planning to 
expand and repair the existing irrigation systems, which are currently 
serving approximately 150 000 hectares of food crops. Additionally, 
FAO has distributed seeds and farming tools to 68 000 beneficiary 
families in the earthquake zones and more food crop and vegetable 
seeds together with banana plants and yam cuttings, is expected to be 
distributed to farmers in June. 

After the earthquake rising levels of food 
insecurity are reported 
A recent survey coordinated by the Coordination Nationale de la 
Securité Alimentaire (CNSA) reported that one month after the 
earthquake food security deteriorated and it estimates that almost 1.3 
million people, about 52 percent of household in the areas affected by 
the earthquake, do not have adequate access to food. The most 
vulnerable groups are mainly farming or displaced people, in particular 
women, who took refuge in remote areas and do not rely on income 
generating sources rather than social assistance. Currently, food 
availability does not raise major concerns in most areas of the country 
as local food and vegetables supply is adequate in major markets. 
 
At national level, food insecurity affects a total estimated number of 
approximately 3 million people, 32 percent of national population, 
while before the quake this percentage did not exceed 25 percent. 

Since January, price of local rice continue to 
decline  
In March 2010, in the major market of Port-au-Prince and Jacmel, the 
price of locally produced rice was between 12 and 20 percent lower 
than the pre-quake level mainly due to the good production obtained 
in 2009. 
 
Compared to pre-quake levels (December 2009), the price of imported 
rice reported a 20 percent increase in Port-au-Prince and in the 
southern market of Jacmel. This increase was mainly due to higher 
transportation costs following heavy rains, which occurred at the 
beginning of February that affected southern departments. Similar 

 
 

 
 



increase in prices is reported for flour, sugar and cooking oil. 

 

 
 

 

 


