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Key Overall Developments    
 
WFP Suspension  
WFP has suspended its work in much of Southern Somalia due to escalating threats and 
attacks against its staff, and unacceptable demands by armed groups controlling the area. In a 
statement issued on 5 January, WFP stated that it “is deeply concerned about rising hunger 
and suffering among the most vulnerable due to these unprecedented and inhumane attacks on 
purely humanitarian operations.”  

WFP is repositioning stocks from southern areas in case people begin to move away from 
areas where food distributions have been suspended. Its offices in Waajid, Bu’aale, 
Garbahaarey, Jilib, and Belet Weyne in the south are temporarily closed, and staff were moved 
to safer places.  

Before it was forced to temporarily suspend its operations in parts of the south, WFP planned 
not to undertake general food distributions for January and February because of the expected 
harvest. WFP continues to provide life-saving food distributions to the rest of the country, 
including Mogadishu, for 1.8 million people or over two-thirds of the people in need.  
 
Dhuusamarreeb – Situation & Response  
On 2 January, heavy fighting broke out in Dhuusamarreeb town, Galgaduud region, between 
Ahlu Sunna Wal Jaama (a religious Sufi group) and Al Shabaab.  WHO and health partners on 
the ground estimate that 150 people were killed, and more than 80 wounded.  
 

According to UNHCR’s preliminary data, the one-day fighting provoked the displacement of an 
estimated 6,600 people. The majority of the displaced are scattered to the surrounding villages 
and are not expected to return soon as new clashes are expected.  

The newly displaced are in urgent need of safe drinking water, shelter material, medical 
supplies and food. Of major concern is increasing Acute Respiratory infections (ARI) and Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) and the risk of outbreaks of disease due to a lack of safe water supply 
and sanitation facilities.  
 
Humanitarian assistance reaching the newly displaced is limited due to access constraints. With 
funding from the Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF), the INGO CISP together with its local 
partner IIDA supports the hospital in Dhuusamarreeb. Drugs purchased under the HRF project 
will be transported to Dhuusamarreeb in the coming days, and will be used to respond to urgent 
health and nutrition needs among recently displaced people and others affected by the fighting.  
 
In neighbouring Ceel Buur district, INGO Merlin, also provides emergency healthcare with HRF 
support at six mother-and-child health centres and health posts. Merlin has medical supplies 
pre-positioned in Ceel Buur that will be sent to the affected areas.  
 
Mogadishu  
In Mogadishu, clashes between government forces and insurgents continued. According to 
media reports, on 7 January, 11 people were killed and around 34 others were wounded as a 
result of shelling on civilian neighborhoods in Yaaqshiid district.  According to media reports, 
insurgents fired mortars towards Mogadishu Port, prompting response from government forces 
who shelled northern areas of the city. Similar clashes were reported throughout the week.  

Issue # 1  1-8 January 2010 



 

UNOCHA Somalia, Ngecha Rd. (off Lower Kabete Rd). P.O Box 28832, 00200, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Tel: +254 20 4002400, Website: http://ochaonline.un.org/Somalia 

 

 
UNHCR estimates that 7,000 people were forced to flee the fighting in Mogadishu since 1 
January 2010.  
 
CERF 
The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated US$33.2 million to 
Somalia.  The CERF grant of $25 million to WFP will cover a critical funding gap in emergency 
food and nutrition programmes. FAO will use $2.5 million to support districts in Gedo region 
recovering from recent drought. Around $4 million will go to UNICEF and WHO to cover the 
most critical inputs for the Child Health Days campaign. The remaining amount will cover child 
protection activities and non-food item support to nearly 200,000 IDPs throughout Somalia.  
 
Response  
 
WFP started the construction of four new Wiikhalls (storage facilities) in Gaalkacyo, Mudug 
region that will bring the total storage capacity to 8,500 MT in Gaalkacyo. This will allow for a 
much more robust preparation and response from the northern ports (Berbera and Bossaso) 
should access from the south remain curtailed. 
 
In late December, WFP and partners in Somaliland distributed 94 metric tons of food 
commodities to 10,923 beneficiaries under a supplementary feeding programme, an institutional 
feeding programme and a maternal-child health programme in Awdal and West Galbeed 
regions. In Puntland a total 535 metric tons of food commodities was distributed to 72,764 
beneficiaries under General Food Distribution (GFD) and Targeted Supplementary Feeding 
programme (TSFP). 

 
In Middle/Lower Juba and Gedo regions, WFP and partners distributed 499 metric tons of 
assorted food commodities to 10,846 beneficiaries including pregnant and/or lactating mothers 
and children under five through TSFP and GFD  

 
WFP and partners distributed 2,516 metric tons of food commodities to 309,750 beneficiaries 
under GFD in Mudug and Galgaduud regions. Around 398 metric tons of food commodities 
were distributed to 84,317 beneficiaries under TSFP, institutional feeding and GFD in Hiraan, 
Bay and Bakool regions. In addition, some 470 metric tones of assorted food commodities were 
to 111,915 beneficiaries through wet feeding, GFD, TSFP and institutional feeding in 
Mogadishu and Banadir Region. 
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