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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS  
 

- Senegal: 2.1 million people vulnerable to food insecurity 
- Mali: the Government hardens the line on rebellion in the north 
- Guinea: Over 10 deaths in clashes between police and military 
- Burkina Faso: Some 1,000 Tuareg refugees from northern Mali 
- Meningitis: End of epidemic declared in Burkina Faso 
- West Africa: CILSS fears floods  
- 2008 CAP funded at 43% 
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1- HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
1.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
USD 1.4 billion allocated to save the Niger River 
On 24 June in Niamey (Niger’s capital), donors pledged over US$1.4 billion to fund an ambitious 
programme aimed at rehabilitat ing the Niger River in jeopardy. Following a meeting between donors 
and representatives of the Niger Basin Authority (ABN) States –  Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Mali, Nigeria, Chad and Niger - the World Bank pledged US$500 million, 
France US$389 million and the Islamic Bank for Development (IBD)  US$99 million. The West 
African Bank for Development (WABD), the European Union (EU), UNESCO, Germany, Canada and 
the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) also announced important contrib utions. 
    
The contributions will fund a 5-year programme (2008-2012) for a total of over  US$2.1 billion to 
build dams over the river and protect resources and the ecosystem.  The programme is one of the four 
5-year plans adopted at the end of April at an ABN summit for a global total of US$8.660 billion. It 
aims at undertaking large scale actions over the next 20 years to save the Niger River also threatened 
by a decrease of rainfalls, sandbanks and floating plants. 
Africa’s third river, the Niger is 4,20 0-kilometre long and covers a basin of 2.1 million sq kilometres . 
It is a lifeline for over 110 million people. The population of the basin will double by 2025 due to the 
high population growth of 3% per year, according to ABN. 
 
Senegal: 2.1 million people vulnerable to food insecurity according to Government sources 
The final report of the food security assessment in Senegal was released on 25 June during a meeting 
held at the National Council for Food Security (CNSA). Generally speaking, shocks that seem to be 
closely linked to food security are drought and parasitism. The survey was conducted throughout 
March on 4,850 households. It showed that 52.1% of these households are in severe food insecurity 
situation whereas 41.3% are moderately food insecure. The less affected households represent 7.5% of 
the population interviewed. The vulnerable population is estimated at 2.1 million inhabitants. 
 

A majority of village chiefs and local authorities interviewed (63.1%) 
said they were confronted to a calamity ins ide their village that 
affected farming and cattle-breeding. The first calamity listed is 
drought which affected the whole country and which is listed as the 
main cause by more than half of the chiefs interviewed, notably in the 
regions of Ziguinchor (Bign ona and Oussouye), Kolda and Fatick. 
The most affected regions are Saint Louis (68%), Thiès (56,3%) and 
Louga (41.9%). Finally, floods were listed as a problem for 48% of 
the interviewed households in Matam, 23.3% in Kolda and 20% in 
Dakar, as well as in Louga, Thies and Tambacounda, in a smaller 
proportion. 
 

Normally, the percentage of households in extreme vulnerability to food insecurity is higher among 
people who get their main income from pasture forage,  firewood and charcoal sales, or from aid, 
donations, charity, Zakat and money transfer from migrants. Moreover, it is higher among households 
who sell cattle or cattle-breeding products (65.4%) against 49.1% for those who indulge in sales of 
agricultural products. Even compared to the current situation, it has not significantly changed with 
53.4% for households drawing their main income from cattle-breeding against 45.3% for those who 
sell farming products. Food security mainly affects rural areas of Sédhiou, Bignona, Oussouye in the 
south (where nine households out of 10 are in severe food insecurity situation), Tivaouane in the west 
(eight out of 10), Rufisque 32 kilometres from Dakar, Tambacounda in the east and Linguère at the 
centre (seven households out of 10).  
 

The village chief of Kolongdingto 
Niako, southern Senegal  
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In terms of recommendations, emergency operations and protracted 
support interventions to the most vulnerable groups should be 
maintained for food security The nutrition situation could further 
deteriorate in the coming months if the trend of generalized price 
increase in markets and if access to food commodities remains the 
same. Anticipating a deterioration of the food security situation on 
the basis of results provided by the survey, measures should be taken 
according with the village chiefs’opinions in order to mitigate the 
effect of the shock while maintaining availability and access to food 
for the most vulnerable households and cattle. The CNSA report also 
recommends that the Early Warning System be strengthened and an 
Emergency survey on food security be conducted in order to better 
target the vulnerable and the needs. WFP will launch such a survey 
shortly. 
 
FCPN is worried aboutthe rise in food commodiy prices even with a good rainy season 
In its 21st note published in June, the Food Crises Prevention Network (FCPN) discusses whether a 
good forecasted rainy season will ease pressure on food commodity prices for the upcoming 2008 lean 
period in West Africa and in the Sahel particular. Encouraging climate agro-meteorological conditions 
were forecasted by ACMAD1 for the beginning of the 2008-09 farming cycle in the Sahel and in West 
Africa. If these climate forecasts hold forth, 2008 should get normal to above-normal rainfalls in the 
CILSS zone. Productivity simulations as of 31 May 2008 based on PRESAO (Prévision Saisonnières 
en Afrique de l’Ouest) indicate provisional crop yields above the normal compared based on the 1971-
2000 benchmark period in CILSS countries. Rainfalls should be similar to that of 1999 which was 
considered a year with satisfactory rainfalls. However, there is a potential risk of flooding simialr to 
what was experienced in 2007-08. The locust situation is not worrying throughout the region, although 
some measures have been taken in the north-west of Mauritania to fight minor infestations. The 
situation in northern Mali and Niger has not been addressed due to ongoing armed conflicts. Increased 
surveillance using remote detection tools is needed during the farming season.  
 
Even though it is yet too early to speculate on the overall start of the 2008-09 agricultural cycle, a late 
or difficult start of the rainy season will severely aggravate food tensions as well as prices. Similarly, 
expected flooding could make accessibility to food more complex and difficult for vulnerable 
populations and will require targeted and appropriate emergency actions.  
 
According to FCPN, political leaders and the other actors should step up their vigilance during the 
2008-09 wintering season.  Thus, joint actions should be undertaken as follow:  
 a. Create conditions for a successful 2008-09 agricultural cycle. Satisfactory forecasted 
rainfalls are not enough to stimulate agricultural production. It needs to be accompanied by 
appropriate support measures. Several States have already announced support measures such as:  
 (i) strengthening access by farmers to farming supplies;  

(ii) facilitating access for farmers to agricultural advice, credits, etc.   
 b. Strengthening mitigating measures already implemented through various tools including 
social safety nets, management of short-term supply, as well as measures to mitigate price increases, 
etc.  
 c. Enhancing monitoring of evolving prices and the nutritional situation. This monitoring 
should be strengthened in most of the countries to facilitate quick decision making.  
 d. Preparing the management of potential floods. Lessons should be learned from flooding 
experienced in the region during the 2007-08 cycle with regard to the evaluation of impacts and to 
respond in the current cycle.  
 
There should be increased vigilance at the beginning of the agricultural cycle. Difficulties could lead 
to an increase in food tensions during the lean period. Flooding during this 2008 rainy season should 
also be taken into account in the response to crises and to support the most vulnerable populations. 

A Kolongdingto Niako resident 
presenting the Djoé, a meal made of 

Kapokier flowers 
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Meanwhile, management of the 2008 lean period requires strengthened mitigating actions and 
measures to be implemented by countries.  
 
Mauritania: Special Plan of Intervention is being implemented 
The implementation of the Government’s Emergency Plan known as the Special Plan of Intervention 
is underway. As of 2 June 2008, over 22,000 metric tonnes of cereals have been distributed through as 
parts of the programme (direct distribution, subsidized sales, setting up of village food stocks, food for 
work) out of a total 58,000 metric tonnes which totals nearly  38% since the beginning of the 
implementation of the programme in April 2008. Analysts say that the programme allowed for 
stabiliz ation of the food situation but it did not trigger the decrease of staple food prices. They also 
suggest that monitoring of the programme to be increased. In addition, in the framework of the 
Government’s Emergency Plan, 600 metric tonnes of enhanced seeds, a donation from FAO and Spain 
have been conveyed to six agro pastoral regions in order to  support the increase of the agricultural 
production included in the Emergency Plan. 
 
Guinea: WFP plans food distribution 
WFP plans a general food distribution, which is set to begin mid-July 2008, in support to the 
vulnerable people  in Upper, Middle and Forest Guinea during the lean period from July to 
September 2008.  This assistance could help people to overcome the crisis caused by food price 
increase. WFP opened a food pipeline via San Pedro (Ivory Coast) to supply the beneficiaries in 
the Guinée Forestière region. The first ship will arrive on 12 July with 400 tons of rice. 
 
Joint programmes Liberia and the UN on food security and SGBV 
As a sign of increas ed cooperation between the UN and the Government of Liberia, both parties 
signed two joint programmes in Monrovia on 13 June 2008. The two programmes are the Joint Food 
Security and Nutrition Programme and the Prevention and Response to Sexual Gender Based Violence 
(SGBV) Programme. The Ministers of Agriculture, Gender and Development, and Planning and  
Economic Affairs signed on behalf of the Government of Liberia, while the UN Resident Coordinator, 
Jordan Ryan, and members of the UN Country Team signed on behalf of the UN. 
 
The SGBV joint programme is a four year US$ 13.1 million programme, which, according to Ryan,  
“will provide psychosocial and legal support to victims and their families as well as address the issues 
of security and coordination.” The Minister of Gender and Development stated the signature of the 
joint programme is a token of the international community’s confidence in the government.  
 
The Food Security and Nutrition Programme is estimated at US$ 140.2 million, to respond to the 
global food price crisis. It will be implemented in the next three years.   
 
 
1.2 Protection and population movements  
 
 
Mauritania: Ongoing return of Mauritanian refugees from Senegal  
The process of repatriation of Mauritanian refugees in Senegal is underway. On the week of 16 to 22 
June, 4,076 Mauritanian refugees from Senegal have come to the hosting sites open in three regions, 
out of the 12,600 people registered by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and who expressed their wish to return home. However, living conditions in the hosting 
sites are still poor, notably regarding access to basic commodities such as health, water, housing, 
education and food, despite actions undertaken by UNHCR and the local operational partner NGO 
called Association against poverty and underdevelopment (ALPD). 
 
According to organisations for the defence of returnees’ rights as well as Human Rights groups, the 
fundamental issues related to land and the composition of an investigation commission on the serious 
events that led to the humanitarian liabilities are still in abeyance, despite a strong high level political 
commitment.  
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UNHCR denies refugee status to Malian Touaregs in Burkina Faso 
According to UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) national office in 
Bamako, Mali, UNHCR will not recognize refugee status to Malian Touareg currently staying in 
Burkina Faso as asylum seekers. This decision came after a joint inter-agency mission from 5 to 8 
June in Burkina Faso. According to UNHCR, there is not sufficient evidence to support the argument 
that these populations are fleeing on criteria listed to grant the refugee status. No fighting or 
confrontation of any kind was reported in general areas of Timbuktu and Gao where these Touaregs 
allegedly come from. However, UNHCR has granted refugee status to 11 asylum seekers who fled 
from Kidal following clashes in the area. These indivduals must identify themselves to the Burkina 
Faso Commission for Refugees (CONAREF) to finalize the procedure..   
 
Dwindling tension between pastoralists and farmers in Burkina Faso 
The inter-community conflict that broke out in southwest Burkina Faso is now dwindling thanks to 
meetings held by authorities with community leaders. A conflict between farmers and pastoralists in 
Burkina Faso started on 22 May and has reportedly caused 16 deaths, numerous people seriously 
injured and over 1,000 internally displaced people (IDP). The IDPs have since started to return to their 
villages. Late June, parts of the population  in the Southwest showed resentment toward the assistance 
brought to the IDPs hosted in different camps. Administrative authorities in the area were compelled 
to put the assistance on hold. A MSF-Luxemburg (Doctors without borders-Luxemburg) team who 
visited the area reported that the health condition of IDPs was globally satisfactory but a certain 
number of people were suffering from psychological trauma due to the violence. A UNDSS mission 
currently present in the area to assess the security reported that the situation improved as the parties  
finally decided to resort to the law to find solution to the crisis. 
 
The crisis situation broke out in southwest Burkina Faso following a clash on 22 May 2008 between a 
Lobi farmer and a Peulh pastor in the village of Perkora (department of Loropéni in the province of 
Poni). The farmer was reportedly killed with a machete by another Peulh who came in and who was 
later arrested by the gendarmerie at Sideradougou (on the Gaoua-Banfora road), according to the local 
branch of the INGO Plan. This event triggered reprisals and the incident deteriorated into a manhunt 
against Peulhs and their cattle.  
 

After the first incident in Perkora where a Peulh village was burnt 
down, many other Peulh villages have been burnt down to date. 
The conflict has turned into an inter-ethnic conflict between the 
Peulhs from northern Burkina Faso and the native southerners who 
are mainly farmers. According to the Burkina Faso Red Cross, as 
of 5 June 2008,  about 1,120 people have been displaced and they 
are gathered in precarious conditions. Additionally to the farmer 
killed, 15 casualties among pastors have been reported and many 
more people seriously injured. For security reasons, populations 
flee from small villages to seek refuge in bigger ones or in 
department capitals. They generally arrive without belongings 
which are often stolen as they get into more densely populated 
hosting sites. The humanitarian situation in these sites has become 

more and more critical. There are three major IDP sitesto date are: Bouroum-Bouroum with 100 
people hosted, Périgban and Loropéni where the biggest number of IDPs are hosted. 
 
Liberia: over 2,000 refugees returned from Ghana and Guinea 
The voluntary return programme for Liberian refugees from Ghana and other West African countries  
continues and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) assisted 971 Liberian refugees 
from Ghana and Nigeria to return to their home country during the reporting period (16 June and 29 
June 2008).  UNHCR says the total number of refugees who have returned home since April 2008 is 
now 2,905, the majority of whom returned from Ghana (86%) and Guinea (12%). 
 

 IDPs in a camp in Burkina Faso. 
Picture by Plan Burkina 
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1.3 Health  

Cholera in Guinea 
From 23 to 29 June, 6 cases of cholera have been notified in Boffa. The situation seems better 
controlled in comparison to the same period last year when there were 450 cases including 29 deaths 
in the country. Awareness-rising and hygiene-promotion campaigns have started in all areas affected 
by cholera as well as in other suspected areas. Considering the long rainy season, partners fear  a 
hidden epidemic. Therefore, preparedness measures should immediately be put in place. 
 
End of meningitis epidemic in Burkina Faso 
The Ministry of Health in Burkina Faso declared the end of the 2008 meningitis epidemic on the 21st 
epidemiological week (from 19 to 25 may). An administrative report is being drafted. During the week 
of 16 to 22 June, 32 suspected cases were notified including five deaths. As of 22 June 2008, 9,578 
cases of meningitis w ere registered with 941 deaths. 
 
Lead poisoning in Senegal 
On 2 July, OCHA held a meeting with the Senegalese Direction of Civil Protection and World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in order to define a strategy to respond to lead intoxication in Thiaroye Sur Mer, 
a district located in the outskirts of Senegal’s capital Dakar. WHO informed the participants that 
battery recycling activites and local trading of lead dates back to 1995. In October 2007 (some 12 
years later), lead recovery activities started in the area and more and more people indulge in collecting 
lead from the contaminated soil to resell it with profit. From November 2007 to January 2008, the 
lucrative activity intensified with people using sieves to retrieve the lead from the soil and storing it in 
houses, inside bedrooms, under beds, etc. The community was continuously exposed to lead and as a 
result, 18 children died in the area between December 2007 and February 2008.  
 
In March 2008, a survey conducted by the Centre Anti-Poison of Dakar showed high rates of lead 
among families within which deaths are reported. Afterwards, such high rates are confirmed by other 
surveys conducted by the Blacksmith Institute and the the Covention de Bâle.  WHO also deployed a 
team composed of a Toxicologist, an Environmental Health Specialist and an Analytical Chemist. 
Their survey focused on 2 groups: one with 55 patients (including 32 children) already examined 

during the March survey and 
one with 26 people 
(including 15 children) 
randomly selected among the 
community (people who are 
not supposed to be in direct 
contact with the lead).  
According to WHO, all 32 
children of the first need 
treatment against lead 
poisoning and 22 among 
them suffer from 
neurological effects. 
Preliminary results also 
showed that 10 out of the 15 
children in the second group  

need lead poisoning 
treatment. Three (3) 
among them suffer from 

neurological effects. 37 out of the 47 children checked (68%) need emergency lead poisoning 
treatment. 100 ug in every one litre of blood is the alert threshold. If a person has 450ug/L, he/she 
needs lead poisoning treatment. If a person has 700 ug/L, it is medical emergency and he/she needs 
immediate lead poisoning treatment. Most children checked had between 700 and 2300ug/L, with one 
reaching 3500 ug/L. 

Contamination of the Ngagne Diaw District, Thiaroye Sur Mer 
Picture by WHO 
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The contaminated area covers 24 hectares (600 by 400 meters) and the number of people exposed to 
lead poisoning is estimated at about 1,000 people.  As of now, 30 children are being given lead 
poisoning treatment but treated patients should not be exposed to lead intoxication again, as they 
become more vulnerable to lead poisoning. Therefore, the community should be relocated to another 
site and the district decontaminated. 
 

WHO recommended: 
• 37 children who are presently in serious danger be given emergency lead poisoning treatment. 
• Lead poisoning treatment is not considered as long as patients are still exposed to lead 

contamination 
• It is therefore urgent to stop the contamination of people, above all children 
• It is necessary to decontaminate the contaminated area 
• It is necessary to test people living in the contaminated area for lead poisoning 
• Monitoring and long term surveillance are also necessary 

 
 
1.4 Natural disasters 
Heavy rainfalls cause damage in Guinea Bissau 
Torrential rain in Guinea Bissau’s capital city has caused serious damages to homes especially in two 
neighbourhoods of Cuntum, Santa Lagua and Quelele/Penha/Bor. One child and one woman from 
different families lost their lives on 23 June 2008. An estimated 120 houses have been partially or 
completely destroyed and need to be rehabilitated or rebuilt. The official number of affected people 
has not been released by the government but the number of families displaced is estimated to be 
between 500 and 600, according to preliminary information gathered by a rapid assessment made by 
UNICEF in the areas on 24 June 2008. Families have lost their belongings washed away by the rain. 
Some families have already left the affected areas in search for shelter while others are trying to cover 
their houses with old metal sheets or plastic wrapping bags but most of them are still lacking shelter. 
There is no presence of development or humanitarian organizations in the affected areas. National Red 
Cross has made the first visits to the affected areas.  
 
In the meantime, the government of Guinea Bissau created an inter -ministerial commission to respond 
to the situation and distributions of rice and cement to the families  have started  with the army 
providing transportation support. The government has already asked for the support of the UNCT. In a 
meeting with UNICEF and UNFPA on 24 June, following a visit to the affected areas by the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Social Solidarity requested 210 bags of rice, 20,000 metal sheets, 8,750 
timbers for construction and 70 kg of nails. WFP has provided food supplies (15.75 tons of Corn Soya 
Blend (CSB) and 16.17 tons of rice) for the affected 630 children under 5 year -old and 210 families 
through the Ministry of Social Solidarity on 25 June. In a meeting of the Inter Agency Working Group 
on Emergency Preparedness and Response held on 25 June, the government informed the participants 
that they were still assessing the situation in order to provide further details and to allow humanitarian 
organizations (including the national Red Cross) to take appropriate actions to respond to the 
emergency.  
 
Storm damages homes in the northern Liberia 
On 6 June, a violent windstorm damaged 130 homes and public buildings in three towns in Lofa 
County, northern Liberia. According to local authorities in Kolahun District, where the affected 
communities are located, 195 families in Kolba, Massabolahun and Porla Towns were affected by the 
storm. The local Bureau of Immigration check post and the Kolahun public school were also damaged 
by the storm. Local authorities and aid agencies are exploring ways to assist the affected communities. 
 
The Gambia:  a storm has made 300 victims in the Western region 
On 2 June 2008, a severe storm hit the area around Darsilameh village in the Western Region of the 
Gambia. The storm caused severe damage to more than 15 compounds affecting more than 300 
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persons. According to the Gambia Red Cross Society (GRCS), houses were destroyed, leaving limited 
shelter alternatives. The government through the Governor of the Western Region set up a crisis 
committee to coordinate assessments and the delivery of assistance. . The Gambia n Red Cross 
volunteers from the Western Region branch assisted those affected to move belongings from their 
ruined houses and carried out assessments. The Western Region Area Council provided a 10-day food 
ration (rice). An assessment team made of representatives from the Governor’s office, the Gambian 
Red Cross and the Brikama Area council visited the affected community on 2 June. The team 
coordinated by the GRCS branch collected secondary information from the Governor’s office and 
compiled a needs assessment report. The team visited 15 compounds in the village, out of the 113 
households that were affected.  
 
All planned activities will be implemented by regional teams, branch field coordinators and Red Cross 
volunteers, under the supervision the Gambian Red Cross national headquarters. A fund of USD 
32,701 has been allocated from the IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the 
national society in delivering immediate assistance to some 300 beneficiaries.  

 
CILSS warns against potential floods in the Sahel 
The regional Standing Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) is preoccupied by the risk 
of floods for the 2008 rainy season in view of abundant rainfall forecasted in some countries of the 
region. CILSS made the announcement by press release issued on 10 June in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso. The forecasts are from the centre AGRHYMET (Agriculture, hydrology in Tropical 
meteorology), the Committee’s specialised institution based in Niamey, Niger. The press release 
emphasizes that the rainy season would be above normal , in West Africa mainly in CILSS countries”. 
The areas where the rain will accumulate for the period of July -August-September will be above the 
normal average of the thirty-year (1960-1990) benchmark period.  
 
Therefore, Mali and Burkina Faso located in Central Sahel should expect rainfalls above the normal.  
Western Sahel (Mauritania, Senegal, The Gambia and Guinea-Bissau) will receive above normal rains,  
except for the Mauritanian part where only the south is concerned by the above normal area.  
 
2 SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Conflict in northern Mali: the government hardens the line 
On 8 June  2008, Malian President Amadou Toumani Touré declared that the national army would no 
longer leave attack initiatives to Touareg dissidents and from now on they would seek the insurgents 
wherever they are. During that week, several high-ranked army officials were replaced. On 3 June, a 
supplying mission that was travelling between Kidal and Tinzawatene was attacked near Tamasina by 
armed groups supposedly belonging to the Touareg dissident group Ag Bahanga. The Malian Ministry 
of Defence made the official announcement on 6 June. The army reportedly retaliated and the fight ing 
continued the day after  toward Tin Assalek, a locality 180 km from Kidal that is reported to be the 
insurgency’s main base and which was destroyed during the fighting according to the army. In the 
official communiqué, the Malian Government stated that some 20 unidentified people were killed, 
several people injured, three battle vehicles destroyed and two others recovered along with fuel and 
food. One Malian soldier was lightly injured in the fights.  Moreover , following the recommendations 
of UNDSS, the Kidal region went from phase 1 to phase 3 for UN personnel and the Gao region from 
phase 1 to phase 2. WFP’s local office in Kidal, the only UN presence in the Kidal region, has been 
transferred to Gao. 
 
Nigeria-Cameroon: Cameroonian under-prefect and five soldiers killed in Bakassi 
A Cameroonian high-ranked administrative official and five Cameroonian soldiers were kidnapped on 
9 June during an attack led by insurgents in Bakassi, the peninsula at the border with Nigeria,  
according to a press release issued by The Chief of Staff of the Cameroonian army. About a week 
later, the bodies of the Cameroonian high-ranked administrative official and four of the five soldiers 
were found riddled with bullets. The under -prefect of Kombo Abedimo was travelling with eight 
security forces in an embarkation near Belmond. They were about to disembark in a fishery when 
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heavily armed pirates posted ashore reportedly opened fire on the embarkation. Three soldiers were 
also injured including one seriously injured while the escaped by diving in the water. The six other 
occupants were hijacked by the pirates who took away the embarkation and the weapons on it and 
escaped. 
 
The Nigerian press also reported that 300 Nigerian residents of the Bakassi Peninsula disappeared 
while some 1,000 others were compelled to flee the peninsula in order to escape from reprisals led by 
the Cameroonian army. This information was denied by the Cameroonian  Deputy Prime Minister. In 
November 2007, 21 Cameroonian military were killed on the Bakassi Peninsula in an attack led by 
unidentified armed men. Results of the investigation led by Cameroonian authorities have not yet been 
published. The potentially oil-rich peninsula (about 1,000 sq km) has been officially handed over to 
Cameroon in August 2006 by Nigeria, after a long border contestation between the two countries. In 
October 2002, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) at The Hague seized by Yaoundé attributed the 
peninsula of Bakassi to Cameroon.  
 
 
3 RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 
Senegal has submitted a CERF request 
On 27 June 2008, the UN Resident Coordinator in Senegal Bouri Sanhouidi submitted a request to the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) with projects from  UNICEF, FAO and WFP. 
 
UNICEF collaborates with 7 NGOs to implement CERF projects in  Mali 
UNICEF and seven NGOs signed on 5 June a partnership agreement in order to fight malnutrition in 
Mali and based on the CERF allocations received in 2008. With funds amounting to US$1,873,754, 
interventions will target 70,000 children under-five y-o across the country from June 2008 to 
December 2009, a period of 19 months. The NGOs who will recieve CERF funds are ASDAP/IBFAN, 
Hellen Keller International, l'OMAES (Malian assistance to children in the Sahel), Save The Children 
USA, German Agro-Action, Aid in Gao and Action Against Hunger Spain.  
 
Mauritania: CERF requests for rapid response submitted 
The CERF requests for rapid response to humanitarian emergencies in Mauritania have been 
submitted to the CERF secretariat in New York by Christian Skoog, acting UN Resident Coordinator 
in Nouakchott. The various projec ts included in the CERF request are 1) USD 1 million for support to 
population groups vulnerable to food insecurity and malnutrition and strengthening of nutritional 
response mechanisms by WFP, 2) USD 934,229 for emergency assistance to vulnerable gardeners  
farmers and breeders by FAO, 3) 181,900 USD for health emergency assistance to malnourished 
children by WHO, 4) USD 347,750 for nutrition and child survival emergency operations by UNICEF 
and 5) USD 174,240 for strengthening M & E functions of the PSI by UNDP. 
 
West Africa 2008 C.A.P. funded at 42% 
The West Africa 2008 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP), launched on 18 December 2007 was 
revised in the course of June 2008. The revision reflects a 30% increase for humanitarian needs in the 
region. The United Nations and partners are appealing for over US$416 million in order to meet the 
needs identified in West Africa in 2008. The C.A.P. has gone from 83 to 100 projects submitted by 
UN agencies and NGOs and the Mid-Year Review will be officially launched on 15 July 2008. As of 7 
July, the C.A.P. has received 43% of the required funding.   
 
 
Table of 2008 CAP funding by theme (as of 7 July  2008) 

 Themes Requests 
in  US $  

Funding in  US 
$  % Pledges 

in  US $  
Food security and Nutrition  207,105,589 96,805,881  47%  481,696 

Health Emergencies  22,073,914 1,528,186 7% 0 
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Protection and Population Movements 149,852,545 68,478,689  46% 0 

Natural Disaster preparedness 2,828,800 0 0% 0 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  (WASH) 10,449,280  4,226,336 40%   0 

Cross thematic/coordination 24,221,253  6,116,435  25%  0 

Theme not yet specified 0 2,827,306 0% 2,218,935 

Overall Total: 416,531,381 179,982,833 43% 2,700,631 

 
For more information on the 2008 CAP funding, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the West Africa CAP: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Date  Events Where  Who  

1 July Regional Communication Working Group Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

7 July Food Security working group on Food security 
in Senegal 

Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

8 July Food Security working group on Food security 
in Burkina Faso 

Bamako, 
Mali 

CILSS 

16 July AHI Regional Platform meeting Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

24 July Regional food Security and Nutrition meeting Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org  
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee 
the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the document.  

 
 
 
 
 


