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Riots in Kabul 
 
It is not clear what led a traffic accident to develop into a major riot in Kabul on 29th 
May. The incident itself was certainly serious in that brake failure led a large US military 
truck to plough into about a dozen cars at a busy intersection in the Khair Khana district 
of northern Kabul, killing at least five people. However, the fact that the surrounding 
crowd immediately started throwing rocks and stones at the US military is indicative of 
deep-seated resentment over their presence. The situation then got out of hand when US 
soldiers fired over the heads of the crowd or into it – this is still not clear- and when 
Afghan security forces arriving at the scene also fired shots. Fatalities or injuries may, in 
addition, have been caused by those in the crowd also resorting to arms, whether in the 
immediate aftermath of the accident or as the crowd of around 2,000 people headed 
towards the city centre, some chanting “Death to America”. Here, they failed in their 
efforts to access the heavily guarded Presidential Palace or the equally protected US 
embassy and diplomatic quarter. Police posts, NGO offices, shops, restaurants and other 
businesses therefore presented soft targets. Many buildings were set on fire, along with 
cars. Three NGO offices, namely those of CARE, Oxfam and ACTED, were extensively 
damaged. Fortunately, NGO staff were not harmed. Casualty levels are not known for 
those operating businesses or police posts who found themselves the objects of attack. 
The death toll for the riots overall was said to be at least twenty, based on hospital 
records. A further 160 people were injured, most with gunshot wounds. It is not clear 
what proportion of these deaths and injuries were caused by US soldiers or Afghan 
security forces in the immediate aftermath of the accident. 
 
The underlying causes of the deep-seated resentment, which this accident sparked, have 
been the subject of much speculation. Many factors have been put forward. Among these 
is the fact that the US military and US security contractors have driven fast and 
aggressively, both within and outside the capital, and have not compensated car owners 
whose vehicles have been damaged in consequent accidents. The highly visible 
international presence in a city in which there is widespread unemployment and high 
levels of poverty is inevitably provocative. NGOs are often cited as examples of this 
visible affluence but the NGO community has, in fact, been careful to minimize its use of 
white four wheel drives, using taxis as much as possible, and to maintain a low profile. It 
is therefore the international presence as a whole, encompassing the international 
military, diplomats, the UN, the international private sector and NGOs that is arousing 
resentment. This resentment has been aggravated by a perception that the behaviour of 
international personnel is decadent, a perception which religious leaders have been 
actively fuelling, often through calls for jihad. Reports of international forces searching 
women also give offence. There is, in addition, widespread concern over corruption 
within the government and over the emergence of a small wealthy Afghan elite. Further, 
the government is not seen as being equitable in its allocation of ministerial portfolios or 
in its policies. In particular, Jamiat-e-Islami members would appear to feel that the power 
they enjoyed in the immediate aftermath of the Bonn Agreement has been progressively 
eroded. Further, the non-Pushtuns in the north are said to feel that the disarmament 
process has unfairly disadvantaged them relative to the Pushtuns. However, some of the 
damage may have been caused by the opportunity being created to loot. Illegal armed 
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groups may have also taken advantage of the situation to create further unrest in the hope 
of undermining the government. Various militia still continue to operate in the capital. 
Some reports suggest that the crowd that rioted was made up predominantly of young 
people.  
 
A key question is whether the population at large continues to view the international 
presence as beneficial. An important consideration is the high risk that a departure of 
international forces would result in an increased Taliban presence in the country and a 
consequent return to civil war. However, the international community needs to be seen to 
be doing more in terms of providing increased security and reconstruction assistance. It 
may also need to lower its profile and give less cause for perceptions that its behaviour is 
decadent. It may therefore be advisable for it to take greater account of the fact that 
Afghanistan continues to be a highly conservative country and that religious and other 
traditional values underpin the political power base of those who determine outcomes. 
Whether the government can, at the same time, effectively address the perception that it 
is corrupt and ineffective is open to question. It may also be that feelings are running 
higher in Kabul and the southern provinces, where the international presence is much 
more visible and international forces are more in evidence. The polarization of income is 
felt more keenly in a city which has yet to experience the benefits of, for example, 24 
hour electricity which Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif are already enjoying. The international 
military may need to reflect on the negative impact that aggressive driving is having on 
popular attitudes to its presence. While this is seen as necessary to minimize the risk of 
successful terrorist attacks on international forces, it may prove to be counter-productive 
in increasing the level of anger felt by the population and, therefore, the willingness to 
resort to terrorist activity.  
 
It is noteworthy that the government asked international forces, including the 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), to remain in their barracks for fear of 
aggravating the situation. Afghan security forces were able to restore order by the 
evening and an overnight curfew was imposed.  
 
Security 
 
There are a number of patterns in evidence in the terrorist activity linked to the ongoing 
insurgency. The target groups continue to include government officials, police, teachers, 
religious figures, NGO staff, international personnel and ISAF forces. There has been a 
particular concentration in the southern province of Helmand, where British forces have 
taken over command of international security operations. The southern provinces of 
Ghazni and Zabul also appear to be significant centres of insurgency operations.  
 
The specific attacks on police and government officials have included the following: 
 

• On 2nd May, a deputy civil court judge was killed, as he was leaving a mosque in 
the western province of Farah, by two men on a passing motorcycle.  

 
• On 3rd May, the Governor of the eastern province of Nangarhar, Gul Agha 

Sherzai, escaped an assassination attempt when a landmine was detonated by a 
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timing device in a vehicle parked near his office in Jalalabad. The mine was timed 
to explode at his normal arrival time. On that day, he had arrived an hour earlier. 

 
• On 8th May, two policemen were killed in an ambush on the Kabul to Kandahar 

highway in Zabul Province.  
 

• On the same day, a senior official of the Women’s Affairs Department escaped 
injury in an assassination attempt in Helmand which killed her driver. 

 
• On 13th May, an intelligence officer was killed in the Tor Tank district of 

Helmand. The Taliban claimed responsibility.  
 

• On 14th May, four policemen and three civilians were killed in two successive 
bomb blasts in central Baghlan in northern Afghanistan. These were detonated by 
a remote control device within minutes of each other.   

 
• On 16th May, in Helmand, the police found the beheaded bodies of two 

government workers who had gone missing the previous week.  
 

• On 23rd May, three Afghan policemen were killed, and six were wounded, when 
their convoy was ambushed in northern Helmand. 

 
• On 27th May, three policemen were shot dead after being taken from their vehicle 

in Helmand. 
 

• On 28th May, a policeman was killed, and six others injured, when their convoy 
was ambushed in the Andar District of Ghazni Province.  

 
• On 31st May, more than ten policemen patrolling the Kabul to Kandahar highway, 

in Zabul, were killed in a reported attack by the Taliban. A police chief sent as 
part of a reinforcement group in response to this attack was killed near the 
provincial capital of Qalat when his vehicle was hit by a rocket-propelled 
grenade. At least three people travelling with him were injured. 

 
Attacks on NGO staff have been particularly serious. The specific incidents have 
included the following: 
 

• On 13th May, a doctor employed by the German NGO, Malteser was killed, along 
with a UNICEF driver, when a UNICEF vehicle was the object of a rocket attack 
on its return from Badghis to Herat, 40 km from Herat. A project manager 
employed by UNICEF, who was travelling with them, was very seriously injured. 
The vehicle was accompanied by a local authority armed escort. 

 
• On 23rd May, three Afghan health workers and a driver were killed in a bomb 

attack in Jalrez District in Wardak Province, to the south-west of Kabul. The four 
were employed by the Afghan NGO, Afghan Health and Development Services.  
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• On 30th May, three Afghan women employed by the international NGO, 

ActionAid, were killed in their vehicle from passing motorcycles in Mingalik 
District in the northern province of Jowzjan. Their driver, engaged from a local 
hire company, was also killed. The three women were working on a rural 
development programme through the Afghan Government’s National Solidarity 
Programme. Two of them were social organizers and the third was an 
administrative assistant. Four men were subsequently arrested but the motives for 
the killings are not known.  

 
Schools and education personnel have been the targets of a number of attacks. The 
specific incidents, two of which were in Helmand Province, include the following: 
 

• On 13th May, a schoolteacher was attacked in Lashkar Gah, the provincial capital 
of Helmand, but escaped with injuries. 

 
• On 14th May, a security official was killed and a teacher wounded in an attack 

near Lashkar Gah in Helmand Province. 
 

• On 15th May, a crude bomb was thrown into an Afghan girls’ classroom in the 
Chamtol District of the northern province of Balkh. A teacher and five students 
were injured.  Another school was burned down earlier on the same day after its 
guards had been beaten up.  

 
• On 16th May, a girls’ school was set on fire in the northern province of 

Badakshan. 
 
Religious leaders have continued to be targeted. On 13th May, a religious leader was 
gunned down in the south-eastern province of Paktia.  
 
ISAF forces have remained key targets. On 16th May, two Canadian soldiers were 
wounded when a roadside bomb exploded as they were travelling between Kandahar and 
a small military outpost 75 km to the north. Their injuries, which were not life-
threatening, would have been much greater if they had not been travelling in an armoured 
vehicle. 
 
Civilians have been killed in attacks aimed at international forces. The specific incidents 
have included the following:  
 

• On 1st May, a civilian was killed in a suicide attack near a US-led coalition 
convoy in Tirin Kot in the southern province of Uruzgan.  

 
• On 2nd May, a civilian bystander was killed in a suicide bomb attack apparently 

targeted at a convoy of US-led coalition forces on the highway linking Kabul with 
the US base at Bagram. 
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• On 21st May, two passers-by were killed when a vehicle driven by a suicide 
bomber exploded near a US military base in Kabul. A US military convoy was 
passing nearby. It is thought that the bomb may have gone off prematurely. 

 
However, it is not clear what the target was when, on 8th May, three bombs exploded in 
the central market in Jalalabad. Fortunately, there were no casualties. 
 
US-linked operations would also appear to have been targeted.  
 

• On 18th May, a US adviser to the Afghan counter-narcotics police was killed 
when a suicide bomber rammed his car into the vehicle in which he was travelling 
in the city of Herat. The attack also injured five employees of the US firm, 
Dyncorps International, who were travelling with him. Dyncorps International has 
been contracted by the US Government to provide training for the Afghan 
counter-narcotics police in poppy eradication techniques. 

 
• On 24th May, three Afghan truck drivers were killed when their convoy was 

attacked in Wazi Khwa District of Paktika Province, in south-east Afghanistan. 
They were transporting goods from Bagram Airbase to another base operated by 
the US-led coalition forces.  

 
• On 31st May, three Afghan employees of a US company, Planning and 

Development Collaborative International, were killed in a roadside bomb attack in  
Daraeem district in the north-eastern province of Badakshan. Two US citizens 
travelling with them were injured. The company is working on a counter-narcotics 
project aimed to provide alternative livelihoods to poppy. 

 
There have also been assassination attacks on prominent power holders. The specific 
incidents have included the following: 
 

• On 20th May, Amanullah Khan, who has long been one of the major commanders 
in Herat, was injured when an explosion hit his vehicle. There were considerable 
tensions between Amanullah Khan and the previous Governor of Herat, Ismail 
Khan. 

 
• On 22nd May, Mohammed Ali Jalali, a former Governor of Paktika Province, was 

found dead in a deserted area of Ghazni Province. He had been abducted the 
previous day after attending a funeral in the Char Diwar district of Ghazni. Four 
others abducted with him had been released. The Taliban claimed responsibility. 
Mr Jalali was a respected tribal leader in Paktika and was the first governor 
appointed by President Karzai in Paktika Province at the end of 2001.  

 
Escalation in insurgency operation 
 
There are indications that the Taliban have built up a sufficient body of fighters to be able 
to confront Afghan National Army, US-led coalition and ISAF forces in large numbers. 
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An estimated 400 Taliban were killed over several days of fighting in Helmand and 
Kandahar between coalition forces and the Taliban. The fighting escalated with an 
assault, on 17th May, by several hundred Taliban fighters on police and government 
buildings in the district centre of Musa Qala in Helmand. This was said to have been the 
largest attack by Taliban forces since the US-led military intervention of October 2001.  
 
The US-led coalition forces have been able to cause heavy casualties amongst the Taliban 
fighters through the use of air strikes. However, such a strike, as part of a major counter-
insurgency operation against a large Taliban force in the Panjwai district of Kandahar on 
22nd May, caused the death of at least 34 civilians. Twenty five of these were from a 
single family. The other nine were day labourers who were constructing a second floor 
for the village madrasah. President Karzai called in the commander of the US-led 
coalition forces, Lieutenant General Eikenberry, to ask him to account for the deaths. He 
also visited Kandahar to directly express his regrets to a group of tribal elders. The 
International Organisation for Migration reported that up to 3,000 people had fled from 
Panjwai into the city of Kandahar in response to the air strikes. The Afghan Independent 
Human Rights Commission commented that it was receiving concerning news from 
across southern Afghanistan about the effects of increased fighting between coalition 
forces and the Taliban on civilian populations. It noted that many had lost their homes, 
orchards, agricultural land and other assets.  
 
ISAF expansion 
 
The UK has officially taken over control from the USA of the international forces in 
Helmand Province although the US military retains responsibility for counter-insurgency 
operations. The handover ceremony took place on 1st May in Lashkar Gah. However, the 
full complement of British forces operating under the ISAF mandate is not scheduled to 
be in place until the end of June.  
 
On 17th May, the Canadian Parliament agreed to extend Canada’s military mission to 
Afghanistan by a further two years following its expiry in February 2007. The 
government faced opposition to the proposal and it was passed by a majority of only four 
votes. 
 
Parliamentary developments 
 
The Supreme Court has ruled on the question of whether the abstentions should be 
discounted in relation to the three ministers proposed by President Karzai who received a 
majority of the votes cast on 21st April but failed to receive endorsement by a majority of 
the members of parliament present. In deciding that they should be discounted, it 
determined that this satisfied the constitutional provision and that all three should be 
confirmed.   
 
It was reported on 21st May that the Wolesi Jirga (Lower House of Parliament) had 
rejected the annual budget proposed by the Minister of Finance after he had refused to 
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implement their recommendations for a substantial increase in the salaries of civil 
servants. 
 
It was further reported on 27th May that the Wolesi Jirga had rejected President Karzai’s 
nomination of Fazel Hadi Shinwari as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, a position 
which he has held since the end of 2001. Various factors would seem to have influenced 
the decision, including his age, the fact that he does not satisfy the education 
requirements of the constitution and his extreme conservatism. He has been seen by some 
as a block to the process of judicial reform.  
 
The Meshrano Jirga (Upper House of Parliament) met on 28th May and decided to invite 
representatives of the US-led coalition forces and ISAF to attend a future session to brief 
MPs and answer questions on security-related developments in the south of the country. 
It was agreed that the coalition forces would also be asked to account for the civilian 
deaths in Panjwai. 
 
The Wolesi Jirga appealed for calm in response to the riots of 29th May and sent a team to 
investigate the situation after meeting in special session. A joint session of the Wolesi 
Jirga and the Meshrano Jirga was held on the following day. This called for a prosecution 
of the US soldiers responsible for the crash that precipitated the riots.  
 
President Karzai visits Iran 
 
President Karzai visited Iran from 27th to 28th May. He was accompanied by nine cabinet 
ministers as well as the Governors of the three provinces of Herat, Farah and Nimroz 
which border on Iran. Seven agreements were signed on Iranian participation in the 
reconstruction process (including railway construction), investment in Afghanistan and 
cultural and scientific cooperation. The Iranian Government expressed its concerns about 
US and European military engagement in Afghanistan, the flow of narcotics across the 
border and the quantity of water which reaches Iran’s Sistan va Baluchistan Province 
from Afghanistan’s Helmand river.  
 
President Karzai noted that the volume of Iran’s exports to Afghanistan had increased 
from $50 million to $500 million over the previous four years while Afghanistan 
exported only $2 million worth of goods to Iran. President Ahmadinejad of Iran 
commented that Iran sought to develop cooperation with Afghanistan in the fields of 
agriculture, telecommunications, science and technology, transport, information 
technology, education and culture. 
 
The Head of the Iran-Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce called for specific measures to 
facilitate Iranian investment in industrial units, including improved processing of 
materials and machinery by customs offices and the introduction of a single policy on 
customs tarrifs.  
 
Iran has invested heavily in western Afghanistan through improvements to the road 
network in and around Herat, including the road between Herat and the Iranian border, 
and the provision of electricity. Additional electricity supplies are being transmitted to 



BAAG Afghanistan Monthly Review  May 2006 
 

8 

the other western provinces of Farah and Nimroz. Iran is estimated to have spent $204 
million in aid. There has also been significant investment in commercial activity in Herat.  
 
In its efforts to strengthen its position in relation to the US Government, Iran is about to 
join the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, which was created in June 2001 and brings 
together Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajiksitan and Uzbekistan. India, 
Pakistan and Mongolia are also to be invited to join. In addition, Iran is in active 
discussions with Pakistan and India to deliver natural gas via a pipeline and with China to 
supply gas from the Yadavaran oilfield.  
 
It was announced on 15th May that a 150 km fiber optic link had been put into operation 
the previous day between the Iranian town of Taibad and Herat. The project, which has 
been financed by Iran, is aimed to further strengthen links between Herat and the 
international telecommunications network. 
 
Relations with Pakistan 
 
On 18th May, the Afghan Government asked Pakistan to clarify claims that Pakistan’s 
intelligence service, Inter-Services Intelligence, had a hand in the killing of an Indian 
engineer in Afghanistan in April. On the following day, a spokesperson for Pakistan’s 
Foreign Office responded that there was no truth in the claims. The Afghan Ambassador 
was subsequently called in by the Foreign Office on 23rd May in an effort to defuse the 
situation and discuss plans for a visit by Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister.  
 
On 22nd May, the Taliban Leadership Council issued a declaration in which it challenged 
assertions by the Afghan Government that the Taliban resistance was rooted in Pakistan 
and was not indigenous. The declaration stated that theirs was “a national uprising against 
foreign occupation forces.” The Taliban commander, Mullah Dadullah was separately 
reported to have stated that, contrary to allegations that Pakistan was supporting the 
Taliban, it had arrested up to 600 Taliban and Al-Qaeda members and handed them over 
to the USA. 
 
This declaration is consistent with the situation which has existed since the Taliban first 
emerged in 1994 which is that they have been supported by elements within Pakistan 
rather than the Pakistan Government. These elements have included political parties such 
as Jamiat al-Ulema al-Islami, which have provided volunteers from their madrasahs. 
However, while the Taliban were in power, it was often claimed that unofficial support 
had been provided from within the Pakistan government, particularly the intelligence 
service.  
 
It is not clear whether the decision of India not to increase the number of Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) commandoes providing security for its citizens working on 
reconstruction projects in Afghanistan is a result of pressure from the Afghan 
Government. This follows a security assessment following the murder, in April, of an 
Indian engineer. At present, there are 200 ITBP personnel in Afghanistan. This Indian 
military presence is one of the sources of concern expressed by Pakistan in its current 
tensions with Afghanistan. 
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An ongoing source of tension between the two governments has been uncertainty over 
the status of the border. The Pakistan Government recently announced that research that 
it has undertaken of historical documentation establishes that no time limit was 
established when the Durand Line was agreed as the border between Afghanistan and 
British India between the Afghan ruler, Amir Abdur-Rahman and Sir Mortimer Durand, 
for British India, on November 12th 1893. The Afghan Government insists that the 
agreement was only valid for 100 years and that it therefore expired in 1993.  
 
Pakistan’s Minister of Railways has announced that Afghan traders transporting their 
goods by rail from Karachi to Peshawar can now benefit from a 50% reduction in the 
fare. This was said to be in response to a growing trend by traders to import goods 
through Iran’s Bandar Abbas port because of delays in the transfer of goods from 
Karachi. 
 
Humanitarian developments 
 
The World Food Programme (WFP) has appealed to donors for an additional 49,000 
tonnes of food to cover requirements until December. It expressed particular concern that 
it would not be able to pre-position about 25,000 tonnes of food in remote areas before 
the onset of winter makes access difficult. Some food for work and food for education 
programmes have already been cut. Rations have been withdrawn from 200,000 children 
under the food for education programme and have been halved for a further 250,000. 
WFP also faces a funding shortfall of $31 to support its operations. 
 
Emergency food aid was sent by WFP to the northern provinces of Faryab and Baghlan 
in early May in response to heavy flooding. Assistance was also provided by ICRC, the 
Afghan Red Crescent Society and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. About 200 families were reported to have lost belongings, food stocks 
and also the topsoil from their land. Some houses were destroyed. 
 
Refugees 
 
Representatives from Pakistan, Afghanistan and UNHCR met from 29th-31st May as part 
of the quarterly Tripartite Commission process to discuss plans for Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan. It was agreed that three refugee camps would close by the end of July: 
Katchagari camp in North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) and Girdi Jungal and Jungal 
Pir Alizai camps in Baluchistan. The closure of a further camp, Jalozai in NWFP, has 
been postponed until 2007. The Pakistan Government’s three year strategy for voluntary 
repatriation, camp closure and consolidation is pending approval by a Cabinet-level 
committee. The Tripartite Commission also endorsed plans for the registration of 
Afghans recorded in last year’s census. 
 
The closure of the camps may, in part, be linked to concerns that they are being seen as a 
base for the insurgency. It is not clear what impact the closures will have on the Afghan 
economy and, therefore, whether there is a risk that any consequent rise in unemployment 
will provide a foundation for further unrest. It is also unclear to what extent those 
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displaced from the camps will opt to remain in Pakistan, living as migrant labourers in 
one or other of the urban centers. While this has been a common response to camp 
closures in the past, the planned registration process may make this more difficult 
 
Economic developments 
 
The Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission has produced a preliminary 
assessment of the Afghan Government’s protection of selected economic and social 
rights, based on its national and international human rights commitments. The report, 
entitled ‘Economic and Social Rights in Afghanistan’ is the result of a joint study 
conducted with UNHCR, involving interviews with nearly 8,000 male and female 
representatives of households in 29 provinces. Among the conclusions are: 
 

• Half of all interviewees do not have access to safe drinking water and more than a 
quarter use a water source that is shared with animals. 

• Although health care facilities are available for 75.4% of interviewees, more than 
half do not use these, primarily because of difficulties with access. 

• 40.6% of interviewees have problems with the habitability of their housing and 
over 10% have disputes over tenure. 

• Almost half of all interviewees have at least one child under 15 in the family who 
works; in almost 20% of families, all, or nearly all, the children under 15 work.  

• Only 55.2% of girls who start primary school finish Grade 6, as compared with 
90% of boys. 

• 54.5% of interviewees use customary justice mechanisms to solve their problems 
as compared with 38.4% who rely on formal justice mechanisms (including 
bureaucratic channels). 

• Only 13.5% of interviewees report that the household has a stable source of 
income. 

• The sources of income are described as being: farm labour (31.8%); unstable 
income (28.6%); daily wage unskilled (19%); stable employed (9.1%); daily wage 
skilled (4.8%); stable self-employed (4.4%) and begging/charity (2.2%). It should 
be noted that the individual household will often have more than one source of 
income. 

 
President Karzai left on 4th May for a two day meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan, of the 
Economic Cooperation Organisation, which brings together Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Iran, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. The visit included discussions with Iran, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan on the 
purchase of electricity from all three countries. Supplies are already reaching Afghanistan 
from Iran and Turkmenistan and discussions are ongoing with Tajikistan about additional 
supplies from that source to benefit Kabul and other centres en route, with the possibility 
of the supply also reaching Pakistan. 
 
The President addressed a conference in Kabul on 9th May aimed to encourage 
investment in the economy. He cited as potential areas of investment agri-business, 
communications, mines and industry. The Vice-President of the government’s 
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Afghanistan Investment Support Agency recently noted that most of the investors 
registering over the past two years have come from Turkey, China, Pakistan and Iran. 
 
During a visit to Abu Dhabi on May 23rd, President Karzai invited UAE investors to 
participate in what was described as a US-backed project to construct a gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan to Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. He also invited UAE businessmen to 
invest in other sectors, including construction, communications and banking. The Indian 
Petroleum Ministry has prepared a proposal for approval by the Indian Government that 
it should participate in the pipeline project. 
 
The Abu Dhabi company, Etisalat, has been granted a licence to operate Afghanistan’s 
fourth GSM mobile network.  
 
The Afghan Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development and the Ministry of 
Public Works recently announced that they have allocated $85 million for the 
construction of roads between districts and towns for the current year. Under this joint 
programme, 6,000 kilometres of roads have already been reconstructed.  
 
Human rights 
 
Amnesty International has published a report for the United Nation’s Committee against 
Torture in which it states that “torture and other cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment 
of detainees held in U.S. custody” are “widespread” in US-run detention centers in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Cuba and elsewhere. 
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