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This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern & Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period 
from 21 to 26 January 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 02 February 2011. 
 

 

Rainfall forecast 
According to the regional rainfall forecast, during the past seven days the Zambezi river basin has 
received substantial rainfall, in particular in the northern tip of Madagascar, Zambia, Zimbabwe, southern 
and central Mozambique, northern Namibia, northern Botswana and western Angola.  Over the next week 
(25-31 January), there is an increased likelihood of above average rainfall over much of southern Africa, 
including Madagascar, central and southern Mozambique, eastern and central South Africa, the northern 
areas of Zimbabwe and Namibia, and western Angola.   
 
Meanwhile, much of the Maize Triangle of South Africa (Free State, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, North West, 
and part of Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal provinces) and parts of northern Mozambique received below 
average rainfall.   
 
Likely scenarios 
Before the end of January 2011, the Zambezi River will likely have reached levels in the range of 3.50-
4.00m at Katima Mulilo in Namibia. At this level, the river starts to overflow its southern banks and to 
inundate the eastern part of the Caprivi Region between the Zambezi and Chobe channels.  Access to 
this area will soon become difficult. The present level is very high for this time of year: the second highest 
on record since 1980, when the level was 3.19 metres.  Thus, further flooding is likely in Caprivi Region. 
 
Predicted heavy rainfall will also likely lead to further flooding in other countries as well, particularly 
Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 
 
Preparedness and response measures 
In all of the affected countries, national disaster authorities are assessing and responding to flood 
impacts. National and regional meteorological and hydrological departments continue to monitor weather 
conditions and river water levels. International partners are providing limited assistance in some 
countries. 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS / KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• The Zambezi River continues to rise due to heavy rainfall; along the Angola-Zambia border by more 

than one metre over the weekend; 
• Also in Namibia, the river at Katima Mulilo is predicted over the next 7 to 10 days to reach critical 

levels;  
• Mozambique has declared a Red Alert and is responding to flooding in its central and southern 

regions; and  
• The Government of South Africa has declared a national disaster. 
• A map of the impacts can be found on Page 9. 
 

II. Regional Situation Overview 
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                                                                              Source: Namibia Hydrological Service, SADC HYCOS 

 
Water flows at Katima Mulilo, in the Eastern Caprivi region, will continue to rise in the following 7-10 days, 
as is the case now in the Barotse floodplains (Matongo, Senanga).  A second flood wave has developed 
upstream, and water levels are still rising at Chavuma and Lukulu. This wave is expected to reach Katima 
Mulilo in 10 days’ time, and then water levels will again rise more rapidly. Considering the present flows 
upstream, Katima Mulilo will likely reach at least 6 m, and possibly higher levels, if upstream flows 
continue rising as a result of more rains occurring in the catchment. As a result, further flooding is likely in 
the Caprivi Region. 
 
Botswana is experiencing flood incidents in the northern and southern parts of the country. Although all of 
these incidents are minor and have caused no casualties, there have been minor damages to 
infrastructure and private property. The national Disaster Management Office (DMO), in collaboration with 
UNDP, is conducting a damage assessment in Tutume District near Francistown.  
 
Preparedness and response measures 
The Namibian Directorate of Disaster Risk Management (DDRM) is in regular contact with flood-prone 
regions in the north. A rapid assessment mission (started on 19 January 2011) has been undertaken by
the DDRM and will be joined by Regional Councils to assess the impact of the heavy rains and rising
water levels, and to define priorities. The main concern is water purification. The Ministry of Health has
been providing water purification tablets and related training. Households have already been relocating to 
higher grounds voluntarily in Kavango.  DDRM is supporting the Regional Councils to assist further at-risk 
households to voluntarily relocate to higher ground.  
 
In Kavango region, the flood situation is being regularly monitored. Tents and mobile toilets have been 
pre positioned. Most households in low-lying areas have voluntarily relocated to higher ground due to 
awareness campaigns conducted by the local Regional Council and disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
induction for new constituency councillors. Households are also relocating voluntarily in Caprivi and in the
Kabbe Constituency, as well as in the Muzii, Nakuntwe and Ikaba villages, which are often the first to be 
submerged when the Zambezi bursts its bank. In some cases, land has been temporarily allocated to 
families by traditional authorities (khuta); transport has been provided for relocation of households and 
goods; and tents distributed for shelter.  
 

III.  Namibia and Botswana 
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In Oshakati municipality, Oshana region, there are no reports of flooding but the town council has begun 
engineering works to provide protection from possible floods in informal settlements close to river beds.
The town council is ready to open designated relocation centres should the need arise. At the moment,
the health department has stocks of basic medicine, including anti-retroviral and TB medicine. Mobile 
teams will be available to provide services if required. A key concern will be sanitation in the settlements,
as was the case during past floods, as well as food distribution.  
 
The UN will undertake an assessment in the northern regions from 31 January to 03 February 2011, with
support from OCHA. The assessment will focus on the likely impact of further rains and the current level
of preparedness.  
 
 

 
Source: Namibia Hydrological Service, SADC HYCOS 

 

 
      Source: Namibia Hydrological Service, SADC HYCOS 
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The National Civil Protection Service (SNPC) has reported that floods, which affected the entire country 
from 15 September 2010 to 13 January 2011, left 66 people dead, 27,904 others homeless and 4,980 
houses destroyed. On 24 January, the National Institute of Meteorology (INAMET) issued a warning for 
heavy rains in Kuando-Kubango Province (Cubango headwaters) for the following 48 hours and also for 
heavy rains in Moxico Province. INAMET also forecast that the next quarter will register above-normal 
rainfall for the entire country. The SNPC has requested that Provincial Commissions develop preventive 
measures in accordance with the alert level.  
 
Preparedness and response measures 
Next week, the UN DMT will work with the SNPC technical group to obtain specific data regarding 
affected areas and vulnerable populations and what preventive measures can be put in place.   
 

 
The Zambia Meteorological Department reports a new flood wave at Chavuma on the Angola-Zambia 
border, where water levels have risen by more than 1 m over the weekend. Flows have also started to 
increase sharply in Lukulu in the upper part of the Barotse floodplains. Further down the Barotse 
floodplains, water levels are rising less rapidly. There are no new reports of flooding over the reporting 
period. However, with more rains and increased water levels in Kariba Dam (between Zambia and 
Zimbabwe) and Cahora Bassa Dam (in Mozambique), there is a risk of flooding in flood-prone areas in 
north-eastern Zimbabwe.   
 
On 22 January, the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) opened two spillway gates of Kariba Dam and 
discharged excess water to keep the dam/lake level from further rising. In Zimbabwe, the Department of 
Civil Protection (DCP) dispatched teams to Muzarabani District and Kariba to sensitize communities living 
along Zambezi river banks of measures to take to avoid loss of life and property due to flooding that might 
occur after the gates had been opened. ZRA will continue monitoring the situation closely. 
 
Preparedness and response measures 
On 24 January, OCHA Zimbabwe held a meeting with the Department of Civil Protection (DCP) to discuss 
flood preparedness and response in the country. DCP is monitoring the seasonal flooding situation 
closely and is in regular contact with the authorities on the ground and in neighbouring countries.  
 
Heavy rainfalls/storms have affected some parts of Mberengwa and Gokwe districts in Midlands Province 
last week. From 26 to 30 January, the Provincial Civil Protection Committee will conduct a rapid 
assessment in the province with logistics support from Oxfam. In addition, DCP indicated that the majority 
of flood-prone areas may become inaccessible by road due to further heavy rains, which will hinder 
communication with these areas. DCP has therefore requested support from partners to make available 
some of their communication equipment.  
 
WHO confirmed last week that cases of cholera are currently being reported in Zimbabwe, and that floods 
could potentially increase further the number of cases in the following weeks. Consequently, WASH and 
Health Clusters have pre-positioned supplies in most parts of the country as part of their general cholera 
prevention and preparedness initiative, and these supplies are available to assist victims if flooding 
occurs. The Protection Cluster has put in place a contingency plan to relocate to safe areas 3,500 
refugees in Tongogara camp. The camp, which is situated in Western Chipinge District, can be affected. 
 
In Zambia, humanitarian partners will meet on 26 January to discuss flood preparedness as well as 
response measures to address the current cholera outbreak in southern provinces and parts of northern 
provinces. UN partners have also been invited to become part of the government Early Warning 
Committee to coordinate efforts during the response. 

IV.  Angola 

V.  Zambia and Zimbabwe 
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On 22 January, water authorities opened the Kariba Dam gates, releasing 4,200m3/s of water, and 
thereby necessitating releases from Cahora Bassa dam, which increased its discharge from 1900 to 3600 
m3/s.  

The Limpopo basin in Chokwe, Púngoè Basin in Mafambisse, Zambezi basin in Caia and Marromeu are 
above alert levels, while the Maputo and Incomáti basins are also still above the alert levels, but are going 
down (see details in table below).  
 
Basins  stations  Current level  Alert level Trend  
Maputo  Madubula 4.03m 3.50m Downward trend  
Incomáti Magude 5.19m 5.00m Downward trend  

Limpopo  Chókwè 6.85m 5.00m Downward trend  
Combumune 6.55m 4.50m Downward trend  

Búzi Dombe 5.50m 5.50m Downward trend  

Púngoè Inhazónia 6.07m 5.50m Downward trend  
Mafambisse 7.16m 6.00m upward trend  

Zambeze Caia 5.25m 5.00m stationary trend  
Marromeu 4.97m 4.75m stationary trend  

Source: Mozambique National Water Directorate 

 
On 25 January, the Council of Ministers declared an institutional Red Alert for the affected River basins in 
central and southern regions of Mozambique.  Forecasts for the next seven days indicate intense rains 
above 100mm in the central region and also increasing in Maputo to 40mm to 50 mm. Meanwhile, rainfall 
is expected to decrease in the southern region, Gaza and Inhambane. 
 
A number of families living in at risk areas along the Incomáti and Limpopo rivers are voluntarily moving to 
higher ground around Chokwe, Guija, Chibuto and Xai-xai.  Approximately 180 families are in two 
resettlement camps in Gaza province.   

On 24 January, the Ministry of Agriculture reported that about 10,700 ha of maize, rice and beans have 
been submerged by high waters in Gaza and Maputo provinces in the southern region.  

Preparedness and Response Measures 
The Minister of State Administration visited Maputo Province with the INGC General Director to assess 
the damage caused by the rains and flooding in various sites around the capital.  INGC requested further 
engagement of all government institutions and the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), in particular in the 
areas of social, health and education assistance. 
 
The National Department of Water (DNA) is regularly monitoring the hydrology situation and is in contact 
with the flood-prone regions, in particular Gaza and Maputo provinces.  Provincial and district level COEs 
(Provincial Emergency Operation Centres) have been activated and coordination meetings are taking 
place twice a day in Gaza province.  

Four sections of the National Unity of Civil Protection members (UNAPROC) and 5 boats for immediate 
evacuation have been pre-positioned in Chokwe and Chilembene.  Joint Teams (Government and HCT) 
have been created for monitoring interventions and to assess the need for the opening of a transit centre.  
Government and HCT cluster teams in the field have been activated and are working closely with the 
local committees to inform the population on precautionary measures and to move to higher grounds. 

VII. Mozambique 
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Vehicle and fuel (200 liters) have been made available to support the movement of populations in 
Chalucuane (Gaza Province).  HCT Working Group members in Gaza province are participating in 
assessments and supporting any response required by INGC.  

The Government and its humanitarian partners have also taken the measures listed below: 
 

Education 
A total number of 1,202 children will have access to classes following the inundations of classrooms in 
Gaza province. 
 
Health 
Cholera cases have been reported in Nampula, Cabo Delgado and Manica. Health authorities are 
responding to the cholera outbreak.  
 
Communications 
Communications equipment and technicians are supporting the improvement of the radio network in the 
Limpopo basin. 
 
WASH 
Kitchen and WASH materials were made available for the affected population in Gaza. 
 
Shelter 
Construction materials were made available by INGC in Gaza to support relocated families. 
 
 

 
The Government has declared a national disaster. An Inter-Ministerial Committee has been formed to 
support planning for the ongoing response efforts. The South African Red Cross continues to provide 
relief assistance to those affected in support of Government efforts. 
  
The National Disaster Joint Operations Centre has been activated to better coordinate government 
interventions across the country.  The activation of the Provincial and National Disaster Joint Operation 
Centres will help in standardising reporting protocols to the NDMC, improve coordination of government 
interventions, and streamline communication.  Provincial Disaster Joint Operation Centres are in the 
process of being set up, while in other provinces the centres are up and running already. 
 
On 25 January, the South African Red Cross Society (SARCS) launched its local emergency appeal for 
R10.5 million to support its Flood Relief Operation for six months.  The funds will be used to intensify 
flood relief activities being carried out by SARCS in the 9 provinces of South Africa, including Eastern 
Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu Natal, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West and 
Western Cape.  
 
SARCS has already distributed relief items including 768 food parcels, 768 hygiene packs, 1100 blankets, 
768 jerry cans and bulk clothing.  SARCS has deployed a total of 719 disaster response volunteers 
across the country, with 50 trained health volunteers on standby at all branch offices and ready to 
respond. 
 

All districts in the country have experienced above-normal rainfall. The Disaster Management Authority 
(DMA) reported that the northern districts have received at total of 6 months average rainfall in 40 days 
between December 2010 and January 2011. By the end of December 2010, the country had received 
159% more rainfall than normal, according to the Lesotho Meteorological Services. The situation has 
further worsened in the last three weeks following heavy rainfall. 

VIII.  South Africa 

IIX.   Lesotho 
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At least 672 houses have been destroyed in 7 districts, and at least 21 people have drowned in the 
floods. An estimated 4,708 livestock (mostly sheep and goats) died largely as a result of the heavy rains 
and diseases. Outbreaks of mastitis, foot rot and anaplasmosis have been reported. All districts have also 
sustained infrastructural damage, in some cases impeding access. 

Most fields in the northern lowlands of Berea, Leribe and Butha Buthe are waterlogged and in some 
cases crops are submerged. Crop fields next to streams and rivers have been severely eroded, and 
croplands in flat areas are severely waterlogged and heavily silted. 

A rapid assessment coordinated by DMA was undertaken from 11 to 15 January 2011. The assessment 
covered 8 out of the 10 affected districts. The remaining 2 districts will be assessed this week (24-27 
January). In addition, FAO is currently undertaking a post-planting assessment of households assisted 
through the EU Food Facility and has been providing feedback on the situation prevailing in the areas 
visited. Under the leadership of DMA, a national planning exercise will take place from 01 to 03 February 
2011. 

DMA estimates that on average 27% to 41% of areas that grow crops has been damaged by excessive 
rainfall in the assessed areas. In areas visited by FAO teams, an estimated 60% of the 2010-2011 crop 
harvest has been lost. Further rains will result in even more losses. 

Due to extended rainy days, farmers have failed to weed crops; hence yields are likely to decrease 
further. In addition, high crop disease infestation is expected (already potatoes and beans have been 
affected by blight). Pests, such as moles, are reported to be affecting bean crops in particular. Severe 
leaching of nutrients will also lead to decreased yields. 

 

During the past week, rainfall affected most parts of the country, but at normal levels.  From 25 to 31 
January 2011 (week 1), there is an increased chance for above average rainfall over much of 
Madagascar. Preparedness measures, under the leadership of the BNGRC (National Disaster 
Management Authority), are ongoing with international partners.  
 

From 25 to 31 January 2011 (week 1), forecasts indicate that there is an increased chance for above 
average rainfall over Malawi. No update available. 
 

Reports indicate that rivers in Swaziland are swollen. Fields and crops are affected, although no 
estimates of the damage are yet available. It is anticipated that food security will deteriorate.  Flood 
warnings are being issued by radio. 

 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27829081338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27823283038 
 

IX.   Madagascar 

X.    Malawi 

XI. Swaziland 

XII. Contact 
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To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 
 

Sources: Namibia Hydrological Service, Zambezi River Authority (ZRA), Zambia Meteorological 
Department (ZMD), Zambia Department of Water Affairs (DWA), Zambia Disaster Management and 
Mitigation Unit, SADC Secretariat, SADC Climate Service Centre, Angola National Directorate of Water 
Resources (DNRH), Southern African Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF), Angola National 
Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics (INAMET), South Africa Department of Cooperative Government 
and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA), South Africa Department of Water Affairs (DWA), South African Weather 
Services (SAWS), Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) of the United States of America, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant United Nations Country Teams. FEWS NET Country 
Offices, World Food Programme (WFP) Country Offices, Food and Agriculture (FAO) Country Offices, 
SADC HYCOS.  
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In South Africa, 33 district municipalities have been declared
disaster areas due to flooding. An Inter-Ministerial Committee has
been formed to support response planning. The main needs are
reported to be temporary shelter (halls and schools) as well as non-
food items, such as blankets, tents and food parcels.
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Initial reports of a nationwide rapid assessment indicate that between
27-60% of crops have been damaged in some areas, due to heavy
rains. An estimated 4,708 livestock have died and outbreaks of
mastitis, foot rot and anaplasmosis have been reported.

A total of 550 cholera cases have been reported in
Mozambique since 1 January 2011, in the provinces
highlighted.

Releases from the main dams in the Orange/Vaal
catchment have been increased and it is estimated
that this will result in another peak higher than 7m
in the Orange River at Noordoewer on 3 February.

Warning of heavy rains in the Cuando-Cubango
region was issued on 24 January 2011.

Heavy rain affected parts of Mberengwa & Gokwe
districts in Zimbabwe.

In the Caprivi and Kavango regions in Namibia, a
number of households have voluntarily relocated
to higher ground. There is a higher flood alert in
the Caprivi region in Namibia due to increased
flows upstream. The UN plans to undertake an
assessment of the northern regions from 31
January to 3 February.

In Zambia, flows have started to increase at Lukulu.

Water levels at Katima Mulilo are subsiding,
however a higher floodwave is anticipated to
arrive there next week.

A new flood wave was reported at Chavuma on
23 January, where water levels have risen by 1m.

Lake Kariba spillway gates were opened on 22 January and
this could in time lead to possible flooding downstream.

An institutional Red Alert has been delcared for affected river basins in
Mozambique. Approximately 180 families are in 2 re-settlement
camps in Gaza Province.  Damage assessment is underway in Maputo
and Gaza Provinces.  Crops and access to education have been
affected.


