
 

 1

UNICEF Zambia 
Floods Situation Report No. 6 

28 Feb. 2008 
I. Key Issues 

 
 On 27th February, the Government-led Vulnerability Assessment Committee released a draft 

multi-sectoral flood impact rapid assessment report from 19 flood-affected districts of 
Southern, Western, Eastern, Central and Northwestern Provinces.   Findings included: 
• A total of 3,418 habitations have collapsed as a result of heavy rainfall; 
• A total of 5,796 households (~36,000 people) have been displaced, with most IDPs in 

Monze (Western Province), Mumbwa (Central Province), Mkushi (Cental Province), 
Mazabuka (Southern Province) and Kafue (Lusaka Province); 

• About 70% of displaced households are integrated within communities, while 30% 
remain in camps or are sheltering in available facilities such as schools or churches; 

• 44 schools have been significantly damaged or have collapsed and most schools’ 
sanitation and water facilities have been heavily damaged.  As a result, 8600 pupils 
require alternative learning spaces; 

• The expected loss to the main staple crop varies from between 20% in Eastern Province 
to 80% crop loss in parts of Southern Province.  Extensive crop loss combined with an 
increase in diarrhea cases is likely to precipitate a nutritional crisis over the coming 
months; 

• Approximately 80% of the assessed districts reported poor quality drinking water, 
mostly attributed to unprotected wells and contaminated rivers and streams.  However, 
most boreholes tested through UNICEF-support indicate extensive water contamination. 
Only an estimated 50% of the populations have access to safe drinking water and 70% of 
assessed populations have no access to sanitary facilities;  

• The total number of affected in the 19 districts is 393,632 people; 
 

 The cholera situation in Mwense district of Luapula Province is under control. No new patients 
have been recorded since 15 February. Lusaka District continues to report cases of cholera in 
high density settlements (Chipata Overspill, Chaisa, George (Zone 3) and Matero). 
Cumulatively 71 patients have been treated for cholera in Lusaka in the last 30 days; no deaths 
have been recorded. In Kitwe district (Copperbelt Province), 35 cases of watery diarrhea have 
been recorded with six confirmed as cholera. UNICEF is responding to all three cholera zones 
by supporting MOH assessments and providing zinc tablets, ciprofloxacilin, sodium lactate, 
glucose hyperton, ORS, cannulas, and latex examination gloves to District Epidemic 
Preparedness Committees.  

 
 Although heavy rains are forecast until end March in the Northern part of Zambia, floodwaters 

are receding in the Southern parts of the country, raising the risk of disease outbreaks – 
diarrhea, cholera, and malaria -- especially from highly contaminated water sources and 
standing water.  

 
 A food security crisis is emerging, affecting many areas that are still recovering from last 

year’s floods. Nearly three months of heavy rains and floods have destroyed fields during the 
planting season. With the likelihood of a nutritional crisis emerging over the coming months, a 
nutritional survey is being planned in parallel with the in-depth VAC in April/May.   

 
 A two-month supply of therapeutic milk for 600 severely malnourished children borrowed 

from UNICEF’s country office in neighboring Malawi, arrived in Lusaka 25 Feb. for 
distribution to district hospitals in flood affected areas. 

 
 5,000 non-food item (NFI) household kits will begin arriving 05 March from Kenya.  Several 

NGOs have requested kits for distribution to affected households; World Vision will be 
distributing 1610 UNICEF household kits as follows: 280 NFI kits for the camps in 
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Magoye/Mazabuka area, 250 kits for affected families in Choongo/Monze, 1000 kits for 
families who lost their houses in Sinazongwe and 80 kits for Chainda area in Lusaka. 

 
II. Emergency Budget Requirements (against the 60 Day Plan: Feb 15th to April 15th) 
 
Sector  Budget 
Emergency Health and Nutrition $591,502.20 
Emergency Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene $536,000 

Emergency Education $141,679 
Emergency Protection $128,960 
Cross-Cutting Household non-
Food Items $131,800 

Operational Costs (operations, 
freight and logistics) $276,235.30 

Total Emergency Funding 
Needs $1, 806,176.50 

Funding received to Date $450,000 

Total Funding Gap $1,356,176.50 

 
III. Emergency Strategic Response 

 
Based on feedback from assessment missions, UNICEF Zambia is focusing on the following 
priority issues in the most affected areas of Western, Southern, Central, and Lusaka 
Provinces, including metropolitan Lusaka:   
 

 Provision of emergency water and sanitation in overcrowded IDP camps and flood affected 
communities; 

 Strengthening disease and nutrition surveillance in flood affected areas and responding to 
disease outbreaks, especially cholera; 

 Increasing bed net coverage with a focus on IDP camps and communities at high risk; 
 Supporting health centres and hospitals with emergency health and nutrition supplies in flood 

affected areas and adjacent to IDP camps; 
 Prevention of disease through hygiene promotion and distribution of household non-food item 

kits and other basic hygiene supplies; 
 Promoting early recovery through supporting the resumption of learning activities in affected 

areas, including re-opening schools and supporting temporary learning spaces; 
 Strengthening coping skills of vulnerable households, preventing and responding to psycho-

social trauma, and ensuring the care and protection of women and children from all forms of 
abuse, violence and exploitation in flood affected areas. 

 
V. UNICEF and PARTNERS’ RESPONSE TO DATE  

 
A. Coordination 

 
Weekly sector co-ordination meetings with Government, NGOs, and sister UN agencies are being 
held with UNICEF leading health & nutrition, WASH, education, and protection sectors. 
 
B. Health & Nutrition 
 

 UNICEF is supporting the MoH to respond to cholera outbreaks in three parts of the country.   
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 $471,000 in PGMs for emergency health and nutrition supplies have been raised. 
 Distribution plans are being finalized for decentralized distribution through the District health 

management teams to 10 flood affected districts: Kazungula, Mkushi, Namwala, Monze, 
Lusaka, Kitwe, Mwense, Sinazongwe, Sesheke and Petauke.  Where DHMTs do not have the 
capacity for on-distribution to health centres, UNICEF will provide support. 

 Urgent F75 and F100 supplies arrived in Lusaka on Feb 26th and are being distributed by 
UNICEF to district hospitals in flood affected areas. 

 
C. WASHE 
 

 A new partnership has been established with the DAPP Children’s Town Center in Lusaka. 
UNICEF is providing the centre with supplies for water purification, soap, and towels for 
improved personal hygiene.  

 UNICEF continues to support Kasaya IDP camp in Kazungula district (home to 1000 IDPs) 
with water supplies, gender segregated latrines, and bathing facilities as well as promoting 
improved hygiene practices in the camp.  

 UNICEF is supporting 20 district health management teams (DHMTs) and Lusaka City 
Council (LCC) to carry out water quality monitoring and management, hygiene promotion, 
and is providing essential supplies to prevent cholera and diarrhea disease outbreaks.  

 Partnering with the LCC and Ministry of Health - Lusaka District Health Management Team, 
UNICEF WASH is continuing to fund hygiene promotion and household visits to promote 
improved hygiene practices in George, Chunga, Ngombe, and Chipata compounds in Lusaka. 
UNICEF is also providing the compounds with chlorine for treatment of household water 
supplies; lime supplies for treating pit latrines; and support for drainage clearing to prevent 
flash floods. 

 Supplies Ordered: PGMs have been raised for emergency supplies totaling $287,000.  
 
D. Education 
 

 The draft VAC report mentioned 44 schools as being affected (40 basic schools and 4 
community schools).  An estimated 8,600 pupils have had their learning disrupted. The 
education sector is working closely with the VAC analysis to develop and harmonize the 
education sector requirements. 

 Supplies Ordered: PGMs raised for 36 school tents, 58 schools-in-a-box, and 40 recreation 
kits, totaling US$ 115,889. Supplies are due to start arriving 03 March.  

 Distribution plans have been prepared for decentralized UNICEF distribution to 20 schools in 
the affected districts of Namwala, Mazabuka, Monze, Itezhi-tezhi, Siavonga, Kafue and 
Kazungula (Kasaya camp).  The supplies for education alongside school watsan supplies 
(handwashing facilities, soap and lime) will be distributed as one package directly to 20 
schools starting the week of March 10th. 

 A rapid assessment of learning spaces (RALS) is being planned in the affected districts with 
sector partners. 

 
E. Protection 

 UNICEF protection is coordinating with key partners for distribution of NFI household kits to 
vulnerable families in flood affected areas.  

 UNICEF has prepared a series of key programme communications messages, many related to 
protection issues. A UNICEF Programme Communications Specialist and staff member from 
the MCDSS will travel to Southern province to conduct training for radio journalists on 
emergency Public Service Announcements. 

 
 


