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Returnees from the first convoy movement from Ethiopia through the newly-opened Pagak corridor. 
UNHCR/I. Ciobanu 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 

 
First convoy from Fugnido camp, Ethiopia. UNHCR/ K. Gebre Egziabher/Mar. 2007 

 
Security 
Increased activity by Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) elements in Tambura County, Western Equatoria State, 
after the attack on Source Yubu, led the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) to declare security 
level 4 in Tambura, resulting in the relocation of all UN and INGO staff.  
 
Meanwhile, Ugandan peace negotiators led by Uganda’s Minister of Interior, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, met the 
LRA leader, Joseph Kony, and his high command on 11 March. The meeting took place at Ri-Kwangba, one 
of the two designated assembly points for the LRA, and was convened by UN Special Envoy, Joachim 
Chissano, at the request of the LRA. The agenda of the meeting was aimed at finding ways of resuming the 
stalled peace talks. 
 
The security situation in Juba and the surrounding areas remained calm. Shops in the customs market were 
forced to close on 2 March when burglars broke into shops belonging to northern traders. Twenty-one shops 
of northern traders have been broken into since the beginning of the year in what is seen as increased 
vandalism due to increased unemployment. 
 
Voluntary repatriation from Ethiopia  
UNHCR officially inaugurated the Pagak and Bambudi repatriation corridors on 10 March by assisting the first 
323 refugees from Fugnido camp and the first 495 from Yarenja camp to go home through Pagak and 
Bambudi exit points for Upper Nile and Blue Nile respectively. On crossing the border through both corridors, 
the returnees were accorded a warm welcome by the local authorities, the elders, community members, 
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friends and relatives. At the way stations in Upper Nile and Blue Nile, the returnees received three-month 
food rations, non-food items and mine risk awareness training.  

 
The second convoy from Fugnido 
camp took home to Upper Nile another 
359 returnees on 13 March while the 
third one departed on 16 March 
carrying 517 returnees. So far, UNHCR 
has repatriated 1,195 individuals (267 
families) from Fugnido camp through 
the Pagak corridor.  
 
Photo left: Pagak way station in Upper 
Nile. UNHCR/I. Ciobanu/Mar. 2007 
 
Photos below: The first returnees 
from Fugnido camp arrive in Upper 
Nile after many years away from 
home. UNHCR/I. Ciobanu/Mar. 2007 
 
An old and blind returnee gets down 
the truck at Pagak way station. 
UNHCR/K. Gebre Egziabher/Mar. 
2007 
 
The second convoy from Yarenja to 
Blue Nile was scheduled for 15 March, 
but had to be postponed until some 
issues related to suitability of return 
roads and dispersal of the returnees to 
final destinations are resolved.  
 
Meanwhile, the repatriation from Bonga 
and Sherkole camps to Kurmuk 
Locality continued smoothly. In the 
reporting period, four convoys left 
Ethiopia and repatriated 2,268 persons 
(567 families) to their areas of origin.  
 
In 2007, over 30,000 Sudanese 
refugees are expected to be repatriated 
with UNHCR’s assistance from Ethiopia 
alone. Most of them will return to Upper 
Nile and Blue Nile States, where 
UNHCR, through its implementing 
partners, is engaging in reintegration 
projects for returnees, IDPs and local 
communities. Since the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) in January 2005, an estimated 
107,000 refugees have returned to 
South Sudan, including 36,600 with 
UNHCR’s assistance.  
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Voluntary repatriation from the Central African Republic  
During the reporting period, a total of 318 returnees came back from the Central African Republic (CAR) to 
Yambio and Nzara counties via Nzara airstrip. Since the beginning of the repatriation operation in Yambio on 
14 February, UNHCR has assisted 1,217 refugees to return home from CAR. 
 
Repatriation from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
Due to voluntary repatriation movements, registration of spontaneous returnees from the DRC to Yambio 
was postponed, but resumed during the reporting period with the registration of 19 returnees. Since the 
beginning of 2007, UNHCR has registered and assisted 217 spontaneous returnees from the DRC.  
 
A mission to assess and ascertain the suitability of Dungu airstrip in the DRC in view of the planned air 
repatriation has been re-scheduled for next week. 
 
Resumption of repatriation from Uganda     
Repatriation from Uganda through the Yei corridor resumed on 6 March. A total of 297 Sudanese returnees 
(91 families) arrived at Alero way station, where they spent the night and the following day dispersed to their 
respective places of origin. In addition, on 9 March, 300 more returnees (89 families) were brought home by 
UNHCR in collaboration with GTZ. Following the outbreak of meningitis in northern Uganda, all returnees 
received meningitis and measles vaccinations prior to their arrival in Yei. Furthermore, the returnees received 
a three-month food ration and non-food items, while vulnerable groups were also provided with tents. The 
returnees also received mine risk awareness education from Mines Advisory Group (MAG) and HIV/AIDS 
awareness training from American Refugee Committee (ARC). Two more convoys on 13 and 16 March 
brought home 263 persons and 306 individuals respectively. Since the resumption of the operation, close to 
1,170 refugees from Uganda have been repatriated. 
 
Meanwhile, the authorities in Moyo, Uganda, have given the go-ahead for movements to resume from Moyo 
after the meningitis vaccination campaign there has been completed. Preparations at Kangai way station in 
Kajo Keji are ongoing and UNHCR will start receiving convoys on 19 March.  
 
Repatriation from Kenya 
Repatriation to Eastern Equatoria continued with bi-weekly convoys from Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya via 
Kapoeta way station and onwards to drop off points in the State. On 7 March, 89 returnees were repatriated 
from Kakuma camp, accompanied by UNHCR staff from Kapoeta and GTZ staff from Nadapal border. 
Returnees proceeded to the way station, where they received three-month food rations, plastic sheets and 
agricultural seeds and tools. Mine risk education and HIV/AIDS awareness sessions were organized, while 
medical assistance was available for those who needed it. Dispersal to Kapoeta South, Budi, Torit and 
Lopa/Lafon counties commenced on 8 March, with convoys accompanied by UNHCR and GTZ staff. The 
total number of organized returns from Kenya to Eastern Equatoria since repatriation started in December 
2005 is 647. The next repatriation movement is scheduled for 21 March.  
 
Air repatriation to Jonglei State from Kakuma camp also continued. On 6 March, a total of 29 refugees from 
Kakuma arrived at Bor airstrip and were transported onwards to their final destinations in Makuach and Jalle 
Payams. Repatriation from Kakuma to Padak, which had been put on hold in early March due to reported 
cases of meningitis at the receiving end, resumed on 14 March. There have been three flights in total, 
bringing home 105 refugees on 14 March in two rotations and 53 refugees on 15 March in one rotation to 
Padak. The refugees arrived at Padak airstrip and were received by UNHCR and Atlas. They were taken to 
the way station on the same day for meningitis vaccinations by MSF and then dispersed to their final 
destinations on 16 March by Atlas. 
 
Return from Egypt 
On average, 20 persons per day continue to approach the UNHCR office in Cairo for inquiries on voluntary 
repatriation and some to register. During the first half of March, a total of 67 individuals have been assisted in 
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their repatriation to Sudan. This brings the total number of persons assisted to return since 1 January 2007 to 
256 individuals.  
 
A further 69 individuals have registered and signed voluntary repatriation forms during the reporting period 
and are being processed for return within the coming weeks, pending the completion of exit formalities. Six 
individuals are registered as having departed spontaneously without assistance. 
 
On the occasion of a session of the Council of Ministers of the League of Arab States, during the High 
Commissioner’s visit to Egypt from 2 to 5 March, UNHCR met briefly with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
South Sudan, Dr. Lam Kol, who was interested in the voluntary repatriation of Sudanese from Egypt. The 
High Commissioner and the UNHCR Regional Representative assured the Minister that the process of 
voluntary repatriation had picked up and was working smoothly, with exit formalities being processed within 
one week by the Egyptian authorities, and that returnees from Egypt were receiving the same reintegration 
package in Sudan as other returnees facilitated by UNHCR.  
 
Temporary suspension of the IDP return operation in Blue Nile State 
The IDP return operation in Blue Nile State has been temporarily halted because the registered IDPs decided 
to delay their return to places of origin. The last convoys returned 97 persons to Khor Bodi and 177 persons 
to Deim Mansour in Kurmuk Locality in early March.  
 
Meanwhile, UNMIS RRR Director, UNHCR Deputy Representative and a member of IOM visited Blue Nile 
State from 12 to 14 March to assess the situation and challenges faced by the agencies on the ground. 
Several meetings were held with State Government officials, UN agencies, particularly UN Mine Action Office 
(UNMAO), and NGOs. As part of the assessment, the delegation spent a day in Kurmuk. One of the 
objectives of the mission was to verify the IDP return figures. It was agreed that the planned target of 15,000 
organized IDP returns may not be realistic for 2007. The experience of the last two weeks has shown that 
only part of the IDPs who registered for return are really willing to return immediately.  
 
Remaining IDPs at Lologo transit camp in Juba  
On 6 March, the remaining IDPs from Lologo transit camp in Juba consisting of nine individuals were brought 
by air from Juba to Bor and were then transported to Makuach and Jalle in Jonglei State. 
 
“Age, Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming” workshop 
A one-day Age Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming (AGDM) workshop was held in Juba to discuss the 
findings from the participatory assessments that were successfully conducted at payam and boma levels in 
regions featuring high IDP and refugee returns (Greater Yei, Bor and Juba). Participants of the workshop 
included UNHCR staff from different offices in South Sudan, representatives from the Government, UN 
agencies, implementing partners and community-based organizations. The results of the workshop will be 
incorporated in UNHCR’s Country Operations Plan for 2008-2009, which will be finalized shortly. 
 
Commemoration of International Women’s Day  
On 8 March, the Government of South Sudan commemorated International Women’s Day in Juba. UNHCR 
formed part of the organizing committee and worked closely with other stakeholders to ensure the success of 
the celebrations. The Vice-President of the Government of South Sudan and the Minister of Gender, Social 
Welfare and Religious Affairs were the guests of honour. UNHCR also participated in celebrations to mark 
the day in Bor, Kapoeta, Yambio and Yei. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 13 March 2007 
2007 Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 56,137,725  
2007 Contributions: US$ 13,710,936 
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EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRRNNN   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
Security  
The overall security situation in Eastern Sudan remained stable. UNHCR continued to be unable to access 
Wad Sharife reception centre and refugee camp due to travel restrictions that were put in place at the 
beginning of February. As a result, UNHCR could not follow up on rejected asylum cases and their appeal 
process. However, the transfer of recognized refugees to Kilo 26 camp that had previously been suspended 
resumed on 10 March. A total of 275 refugees were transported from Wad Sharife to Kilo 26.  
 
As part of a special arrangement, UNHCR undertook a joint assessment mission with the Commissioner for 
Refugees (COR) to Wad Sharife on 7 March. The mission met with the Acting Wali of Kassala and was 
informed that UNHCR’s access to Wad Sharife would be discussed internally among relevant state 
authorities and would be resolved accordingly. At the time of writing, UNHCR still cannot access Wad 
Sharife. UNHCR has sought appointments with the Wali of Kassala State and Chief of Security to find a 
lasting solution to this problem. 
 
Other UN agencies also continue to experience travel restrictions. During the reporting period, WFP could 
not deliver food for general distribution in the camps, except for newly arrived refugees in Kilo 26 and 
supplementary feeding programmes.  
 
New arrivals 
The number of new arrivals in Eastern Sudan continued to increase – there were 416 new asylum seekers in 
the first two weeks of March alone. The breakdown is as follows: 

 
It has been observed that asylum seekers are increasingly entering Sudan through border crossing points in 
the Shagarab area (Gergef and Hamdaiet), rather than through the more traditional crossing points in Wad 
Sharife. After entry into Sudan, the asylum seekers head for Shagarabs camp to submit their refugee claims 
to COR. They are then provided with transportation to Wad Sharife reception centre and later proceed to Kilo 
26 camp.  
 
Since January 2007, approximately 968 asylum seekers have come to Sudan from Eritrea and Ethiopia 
through these crossing points, confirming earlier reports that the Eritrean Government has enforced tighter 
controls in the border area of Wad Sharife. The possibility of opening a reception and screening centre in Kilo 
26 camp for new asylum seekers arriving through Shagarab is being discussed with COR.  
 
Assessment mission to Kilo 26  
After visiting Wad Sharife on 7 March as mentioned above, the UNHCR/COR mission proceeded to Kilo 26 
camp with a joint technical team on 8 March. The aim of the mission was to thoroughly assess the situation 
of newly arriving refugees (accommodation, food, water and sanitation) and to find ways and means to assist 
them. Technical preparations for the construction of temporary and permanent accommodation, latrines and 
common kitchens for the newly arrived refugees in Kilo 26 are in progress. An understanding was also 
reached that COR would resume issuing identity documents to the refugees.  
 

Country 
of origin 

Registered Recognised Rejected Accepted 
on 

appeal 

Rejected 
on 

appeal 

Otherwise 
closed 

Eritrea 388 263 0 0 0 0 
Ethiopia 20 16 3 1 1 1 
Somalia 8 4 0 0 0 0 
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 416 283 3 1 1 1 
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Health situation 
A surge of new arrivals in Kilo 26 camp has overstretched the medical services in the camp. The amount of 
drugs provided for a population of 9,000 refugees, which includes old and new caseloads, is not enough. The 
admission wards and other facilities that are generally worn-out cannot provide the required services at the 
desired standard. Referrals to secondary health facilities as well as Khartoum have doubled due to increased 
medical demands. 
 
Preparations for a sentinel surveillance for HIV/AIDS for all camps that is scheduled to begin in early April are 
being finalized.  
 
Self-reliance activities 
Recovery of loans that were provided to refugees in Suki camps during the last cultivation season continued. 
Purchasing of livestock for income generating projects in the camps is ongoing. A deep-rooted dependency 
syndrome still exists, however, and continues to require close monitoring and follow-up. 
 
Environment 
Discussions were held with the project manager of Forest National Corporation (FNC) on activities for 2007. 
It was agreed that UNHCR will support FNC to conduct a nation-level workshop during 2007 to formulate a 
national forest policy.  
 
Country Operations Plan workshop 
After an intensive period of carrying out participatory assessments in the field, a workshop was held on 10-11 
March in Showak to present the findings that will be incorporated in UNHCR’s Country Operations Plan for 
2008-2009. The session on 10 March was exclusively for UNHCR staff, while the one on 11 March was a 
joint session with COR and other implementing partners. Major issues discussed in the two sessions were: 
consolidation of certain camps; revalidation of the refugee population in all the 12 refugee camps; resumption 
of refugee status determination for pending cases after the cessation clause; and general protection and 
assistance of refugees. 
 
   
Update on funding situation as at 13 March 2007 
2007 Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,676,273  
2007 Contributions: US$ 3,591,559 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                    Update 72 –18 March 2007                                                                     page 9 
 

DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
The general security situation in West Darfur was relatively calm.  
 
Several new security checkpoints have been established at the entrance to the IDP camps around El 
Geneina to prevent carjacking. At some checkpoints, only documents have been requested, while at others 
harassment has been reported. Checkpoints seem to be operated by different forces and there does not 
seem to be clear coordination between them as to the type of passes to be used by agencies going to the 
camps. The issue has been taken up with the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC). 
 
On 14 March, the new assigned Wali of West Darfur State, Abu AlGasim Imam (the former member of the 
SLA who signed the peace agreement with the Government at Tripoli) resumed his work. The Wali said that 
he will work on peace-building and development of the State. A peaceful demonstration by IDPs against the 
new Wali took place at Hassa Hissa and Hamidya camps (Zalingei) on 12 March, when the Wali was 
expected to pass through Zalingei. No major security incidents were reported.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Movement of refugees from Arara to Um Shalaya camp 

In the reporting period, preparations 
continued in cooperation with IOM and 
implementing partners for the planned 
transfer of Chadian refugees from Arara to 
Um Shalaya camp. Preparatory meetings 
with the Sheikhs and Sheikhas were held to 
reiterate the voluntary nature of the 
movements, confirm the numbers of those 
interested in moving and clarify the way in 
which the movements would take place.  
 
A formal registration of those who desire to 
move to Um Shalaya was conducted by 
IOM, during which approximately 550 
refugees were registered.  
 
The first of three convoys of Chadian 
refugees departed from Arara to Um Shalaya 
on 17 March and arrived on 18 March after 
spending the night in Habila. The convoy 
consisted of 14 trucks carrying 223 
individuals with their donkeys and personal 
belongings.  
 
Photo above: The refugees get ready to 
embark on the journey to Um Shalaya camp. 
UNHCR/E. Edson/Mar. 2007 
 
Photo left: The trucks are lined up in 
Arara. UNHCR/I. Schuette/Mar. 2007 
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IOM oversaw all logistical and transport arrangements, while Save the Children-US (SC-US) conducted 
medical screening prior to departure to verify the ability of every individual to travel. SC-US also provided a 
medical escort which accompanied the convoy for the entirety of its journey. In Habila, MSF-Switzerland set 
up a mobile clinic to attend to the group’s medical needs and WFP provided an evening meal. Sudanese 
police and national security officers provided a security escort for the convoy from Arara to Habila, while AU 
officers accompanied the convoy for the remainder of the journey from Habila to Um Shalaya. 
 

 
Convoy leaving Habila to Um Shalaya. UNHCR/I. Schuette/Mar. 2006 

 
Meanwhile at Um Shalaya camp, UNHCR continued to register a high number of spontaneous arrivals. In the 
period 1 to 15 March, 57 new spontaneous arrivals were registered, bringing the total number of registered 
refugees in the camp to 3,689. In addition to these, there was at the end of the period a backlog of 51 
individuals who had been registered by COR but who were still waiting for UNHCR registration at the camp.  
 
Assessment missions to Beida 
UNHCR undertook missions to Beida to ascertain the numbers of refugee, returnee and IDP communities; 
assess their needs; determine the extent to which refugees are interested in moving to Um Shalaya; and 
meet with community leaders to establish a working relationship which will facilitate UNHCR’s efforts with 
persons of concern in the area. According to community leaders, approximately 637 refugees and 1,481 
recent returnees (many into displacement) are currently living in Beida. The number of the IDP population 
remains difficult to ascertain due both to the recent death of the IDP Sheikh and to the general obfuscation of 
population numbers in Beida.  
 
The provision of assistance for needy individuals is complicated by the political environment, in which 
positions of authority, intentions and loyalties are all unclear. What is clear is that the numbers and needs of 
persons of concern to UNHCR may be manipulated by community leaders to ensure that they reap the 
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benefits of any non-residents to the greatest extent possible. Food needs were determined to be paramount 
for both the refugee and returnee groups. UNHCR was provided with lists of refugees and returnees 
identified by the Sheikhs as recent arrivals currently receiving no food assistance. These lists were given to 
WFP.   
 
Many refugees in Beida indicated their interest in moving to Um Shalaya camp. Efforts will be made by 
UNHCR and IOM over the coming days to register those refugees interested in moving in order to enable 
them to benefit from the processes already in place for refugees in Arara. It is expected that the final convoys 
scheduled for late March will include refugees from Beida.   
 
New arrivals from Chad in Foro Baranga 
UNHCR undertook a mission to Foro Baranga to assess reports of recent arrivals of Arab nomads from 
Chad. It was determined that these individuals are refugees, having fled ongoing fighting and attacks on their 
damras by Dajo militias. Approximately 715 families (2000 individuals) are currently residing within a 20-
kilometre radius of Foro Baranga town, with new arrivals reported daily. Individuals are in varying degrees of 
need, with many receiving assistance from family/clan members who reside in Foro Baranga. Food needs 
are believed to be paramount, as crops were either destroyed in Chad or are now inaccessible and the next 
planting season will not produce results for months.  
 
Each of the refugees interviewed stated that he or she does not intend to return to Chad, regardless of 
changes in the current security situation or Government. Some refugees indicated that they intend to move to 
an area that has been abandoned by displaced Sudanese in the very fertile area between Foro Baranga, 
Garsila and Um Kher.   
 
The extent to which assistance should be provided also has security implications. If no assistance is given to 
this caseload, any insecurity created by this group and its Sudanese supporters in and around Foro Baranga 
could significantly impact the ability of UNHCR and its partner, Intersos, to operate in the area. As any 
serious security incident would likely lead to the withdrawal of Intersos from Foro Baranga, this would also 
have a severe impact on the African population in the area currently deriving some degree of protection from 
the physical presence of Intersos. It should also be noted that the provision of assistance in Um Shalaya 
refugee camp cannot realistically be offered to this caseload. UNHCR’s assistance plan for refugees in the 
past has assumed the ability of an individual to move to Um Shalaya and hence benefit from a more 
complete assistance package.   
 
Due to all of these factors, the extent of material assistance must be carefully determined for this particular 
caseload. Regular monitoring of the group and of new arrivals is currently being undertaken by Intersos in 
Foro Baranga. UNHCR is working with Intersos to conduct an informal registration which could be used as 
the basis of a food distribution.  
 
New arrivals at Zalingei IDP camps  
Groups of new arrivals have been continuously reported at various IDP camps during the reporting period. At 
Hemidya camp, 14 families of 64 individuals, comprising 54 children and 10 women, arrived on 6 March. 
They fled from Wadyree, near Rokero at Jebel Marra, after having been reportedly attacked by military forces 
and Janjaweed a month ago. Another 185 families, comprising 650 individuals, have arrived since 5 March. 
Of these, about 240 are reported to be children and 120 women. They reportedly fled from Saraf Omara due 
to insecurity in and around their residential areas.  
 
At Khamsa Degain, two families from Tour at Jabel Marra arrived two weeks ago and another two families 
from Waro a week ago. At Hassa Hissa camp, there are new arrivals from Waro. The first group of 41 
families arrived two months ago, while the second group of 11 families three weeks ago and the latest group 
of six families on 10 March. The latest group includes 20 children and six women. They fled Waro due to 
insecurity caused by Arab nomads. Another group of seven families from Tunga arrived on 11 March. 
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Missions to Sileah and Sirba 
UNHCR visited Sileah and Sirba (north of El Geneina). Sileah town appears calm. Community leaders 
reported some 3,000 returnees from Chad (mostly from Hajilija) who mainly settled in the new IDP area in 
Sileah, but also with relatives in town. It was noted that people arrive daily. Concern will verify and report. 
 
Twenty returnee families from Chad (near the border) have been in Sirba since November. They were 
originally displaced from the area around Sirba. Ninety-two IDP families, displaced in December 2006 from 
Kurta and Ortega villages, east of Sirba, are in the area, some of whom are in possession of ration cards 
from their place of origin. Catholic Relief Services is assessing the situation. 
 
Inter-agency assessment mission to Tanjeki  
An inter-agency assessment mission to Tanjeki, north-east of El Geneina, was conducted on 14 March 
following reports of thousands of IDPs mainly from Orteg and Kouta camps, but also from Sharakeen, Buru, 
Wara and other villages. Earlier, MSF had visited Tanjeki and reported the presence of 1,700 families. 
Community leaders in Tanjeki reported 2,700 families of IDPs, mainly Erenga, Tama and also Arab. The 
number, however, seemed inflated. Apparently, people from the villages in the area were under the 
impression that some sort of registration would be carried out. The team saw many makeshift shelters, with 
few or no signs of permanent residence. Sectoral assessments of food, non-food items, water, health, 
education and shelter were conducted by different agencies. 
 
The security situation in the IDP gathering that stretches south from Tanjeki appears calm. However, cattle 
theft, robbery and harassment were noted. While Tama and Erenga IDPs reported that they left their 
previous place of residence following attacks by Arab militias, Arabs said they were attacked by militias from 
Sirba and had to leave.  
 
Mission to Krenek  
UNHCR along with UNFPA, Concern and SC-US, undertook a mission to Krenek, east of El Geneina, to 
monitor the situation of IDPs in the area. The population of Krenek is said to be 37,000 individuals. Of this 
number, 5,000 are locals from the host community and 32,000 are IDPs. For the IDPs, the security situation 
is poor especial outside the camp.  Women who go to collect firewood are raped and beaten and, according 
to the Sheikhs, the rate of rape has increased in the past weeks. Few cases have been reported to the main 
police post in the town. The Sheikhs also reported beatings of children in the camp during market days by 
Arabs who are crossing the camp.  
 
El Geneina IDP camps 
UNHCR has provided material assistance to the government police, including tents, mats, jerry cans and 
kitchen sets. National Security offered to assist the police to install the tents in the camps. This has raised 
concerns about the presence of National Security in the camps which is opposed by the IDP community. 
Some tents were installed in Riyad, Ardamata and Dorti camps. UNHCR is monitoring the process.  
 
Following a serious crackdown on alcohol producers in El Geneina town by the government police, this illegal 
activity has moved to the IDP camps around El Geneina. Alcohol production in Riyad camp has increased; it 
has also started in Dorti and Ardamata camps and to a smaller degree in Krinding 1 camp. The government 
police command in El Geneina has expressed readiness to conduct a crackdown campaign in the camps and 
UNHCR is invited to observe the process.  
 
The AU has been not present in the IDP camps around El Geneina since 9 March, due to the strike of its 
interpreters. At the moment, patrols are undertaken only in Masteri, Foro Baranga and Mornei.  
 
Planning for 2008-2009  
During the reporting period, participatory assessment exercises were undertaken in camps and settlements 
to identify concerns to be addressed in the upcoming preparation of UNHCR’s Country Operations Plan for 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                    Update 72 –18 March 2007                                                                     page 13 
 

2008-2009. Planning meetings were then held in El Geneina with UNHCR staff and implementing partners to 
strategise and prioritise areas of operation for the coming 2008-2009 period. 
 
International Women’s Day 
On 8 March, UNHCR was invited to attend a celebration marking International Women’s Day in Krinding 1 
camp at the women’s centre. All the women, girls and men (community leaders) were present and made 
speeches in honour of women. The women provided entertainment, including songs, drama, poems and 
exhibition of their handcrafts. Events to commemorate the day were also organized in Habila, Mornei and Um 
Shalaya. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 13 March 2007 
2007 Requirements for Darfur: US$ 19,739,131 
2007 Contributions: US$ 5,476,719 


