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Cyclone Giri, a category four cyclonic storm, made landfall in Rakhine State on 22 October, close to the town 
of Kyaukpyu. The Townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw were the most severely affected by 
the storm, which caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure including roads and bridges in coastal 
areas. 
 
The Government has reported that at least 45 people are dead or missing to date, while 101,923 people 
remain homeless and at least 20,380 houses were completely destroyed, with a total of at least 260,000 
people (52,000 households) affected. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands and nearly 50,000 
acres of aquaculture ponds were also destroyed. Transportation to the area remains challenging, as roads 
and bridges collapsed and were washed away. A large part of the affected areas can only be reached by 
boat. 
 
Ahead of the cyclone reaching coastal areas, The Government of Myanmar and the Red Cross issued 
warnings to the population and organized the evacuation of people in coastal areas to safe locations to 
mitigate the impact of the disaster. National Disaster Preparedness Coordination Committee (NDPCC) 
including the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has been in contact with the international 
humanitarian community and has welcomed support.  
 
The Prime Minister made a second visit on 24 November 2010 to the affected areas in Myebon, Kyaukpyu 
Sittwe Townships. His first visit was on 4 November 2010. 
 
Assistance is being delivered by all humanitarian partners, including the Government and local authorities, 
local NGOs, international NGOs as well as the United Nations. In parallel, various assessments have been 
conducted to date, and discussions on a common assessment for medium-term recovery needs are ongoing.  
 
Findings available so far indicate that there are substantial needs in various sectors which are yet to be 
addressed. Logistical constraints continue to hamper relief efforts, while the transportation infrastructure 
damaged by the cyclone is still being repaired. Communications have improved as the Logistics Cluster has 
set up an Internet connection in Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaupyu. 
 
A Donor Briefing was organized on 22 November during which the RC/HC and the Cluster Leads briefed 
donors on the response to the Cyclone, main achievements, gaps and funding needs. The RC/HC has 
advocated for sustained support of the donors and encouraged that early recovery activities are equally 
addressed. The USG/ERC has approved CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) funding amounting to 
approximately US$ 6 million for the response to Cyclone Giri. The funding is allocated to projects in several 
sectors, including education, emergency shelter/NFI, food, health, livelihoods, nutrition, WASH and logistics.  
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The Prime Minister made a second visit to the affected areas in Myebon, Kyaukpyu and Sittwe 
Townships on 24 November 2010. 

• The USG/ERC has approved CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) funding amounting to 
approximately US$ 6 million for the response to Cyclone Giri. 

• As of 26 November 2010, 9, 306 tarpaulins and 6,037 Emergency Shelter Kits (ESK)/NFI kits are in 
the final stage of distribution to beneficiaries in the affected area, mainly in villages in Myebon and 
Minbya Townships and a few villages in Pauktaw Township.  

 

II. Situation Overview 
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Additional support is still needed in all sectors for both emergency and early recovery activities to ensure 
normalization of the situation in the affected areas. Total estimated needs for emergency relief and early 
recovery are estimated to be approximately USD 53 million, of which USD 18 million have been mobilized. 
The biggest needs in terms of funding are in the livelihood, agriculture and shelter sectors. On 30 November, 
the RC/HC, at the Monthly Humanitarian Partnership Group (MHPG) meeting, reiterated his call to donors for 
support and emphasized the need to have more clarity on allocations to sectors to measure the actual gaps. 
 

 
Education 
 
Ministry of Education (MoE) and UNICEF continue building 150 temporary learning spaces in the affected 
townships. Psychosocial training for 750 teachers is planned by MoE and UNICEF during this week. NGO 
partners are requested to identify teachers from both community and monastic schools to participate in the 
training. INGOs partners obtained an agreement from the government to reconstruct 40 semi-permanent 
schools in the affected areas.  
 
Food 
 
WFP and its partners are finalising the preparation for the full basket distribution which will take place in 
December. The distribution will include approximately 3,300mt of mixed commodities and cover 200,000 
beneficiaries. Regular post-distribution monitoring activities are being implemented. 
 
The preparation for a joint food security and livelihood assessment is currently underway. The joint 
assessment is anticipated to begin next month. Assessment training will be held in Sittwe. Data collection is 
expected to take approximately 10 days. 
 
Livelihoods 
 
UNDP conducted a market assessment of the prices of different commodity in the four affected townships. 
The price matrix of various markets has been completed and shared with the MIMU. A joint assessment by 
Food and Livelihoods Cluster is expected to start in mid December with 32-48 enumerators. A four or five-day 
training session for the joint assessment is planned to be conducted in Sittwe. The Cluster agreed to form a 
small committee consisting of representatives from UN agencies and NGOs for the assessment’s 
consultation.  
 
Health 
 
Disease surveillance data from the Central Epidemiology Unit (CEU), covering a period of 22 October to 24 
November, shows that a total of 16,113 outpatients and 845 inpatients have been registered in Myebon, 
Kyaukpyu and Pauktaw Townships. Common occurring complications include minor injuries (2,254), 
conjunctivitis (1,519), simple diarrhoea (1,021), acute respiratory infections (999), dysentery (242), malaria 
(178), fever (79), severe diarrhoea (24) and other diseases (10,550). Approximately, two thirds of all cases 
occurred in Myebon Township. 
 
UNICEF provides support in establishing routine immunization services in Myebon with the full township 
coverage. In collaboration with Ministry of Health, UNICEF is implementing the ‘Expanded Programme of 
Immunization Plus’ (EPI Plus), which focuses on an integrated delivery of high-impact interventions for 
maternal and child health, including antenatal care, supplementation of iron, folic acid, Vitamin A and B1, as 
well as the distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets and Clean Delivery Kits.  
 
UNICEF facilitated the EPI Plus training for Basic Health staff in Minbya and Myebon Townships. The training 
is also planned for Basic Health Staff in Kyaukpyu and Pauktaw Townships in early December. EPI Plus will 
be implemented in all four affected townships, including the hard-to-reach areas, as transportation cost is 
provided. 
 
To date, UNICEF and its partners have distributed 4,270 family kits and 3,000 tarpaulins (mostly in Myebon). 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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For malaria prevention, Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets will be distributed by UNICEF to approximately 10,000 
people in the four affected townships. Priority will be given to people living in high-risk villages. 
 
According to the MSF-Holland emergency medical clinics (mobile and fixed) in Myebon and Minbya, more 
cases of chronic diseases are observed than those of acute illnesses. 
 
A UNFPA-MMA medical team is operating a fixed clinic in Myebon town. It also provides mobile services in 28 
villages in Myebon. The UNFPA-MSI medical mobile team has visited 12 villages in Kyaukpyu. The teams 
have so far provided essential life-saving sexual and reproductive health services and general health care to 
a total of 4,321 beneficiaries. Furthermore, 873 Clean Delivery Kits and 881 Dignity Kits have been distributed 
to pregnant and vulnerable women. The mobile clinics are expected to continue with CERF funding until the 
end of February 2011. 
 
IOM’s emergency medical mobile teams continue to operate in the affected villages in East and Middle 
Phayonkar Islands of Pauktaw Township, providing primary health care, hygiene and health education, as 
well as Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets, WaterGuard and Clean Delivery Kits. 
 
By the first week of December, IRC will cover 68 villages in 14 village tracts in Myebon. A total of 40 villages 
(approximately 38,000 population) will be covered by IRC through its two mobile clinics. In addition, 28 
villages (approximately 15,000 population) will be covered by the Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare 
Association (MMCWA) and Myanmar Health Assistant Association (MHAA), providing sanitation and hygiene 
promotion, and distribution of Hygiene Kits and Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets.  
 
Nutrition 
 
The preliminary results of the joint nutrition assessments in Myebon (Ministry of Health and UNICEF), Minbya 
(ACF) and Pauktaw and Kyaukpyu (Save the Children) reveal around 10% of Global Acute Malnutrition 
among under-five children measured by MUAC. The findings indicate the need for supplementary and 
therapeutic feeding. In the areas surveyed by Save the Children, the findings show a low rate of exclusive 
breastfeeding (13%) with 15-40% of respondents reporting difficulty in breastfeeding after the cyclone. 40% of 
childhood diarrhoea cases were also found. The findings illustrate the need for interventions to protect and 
promote infant feeding in emergency. The final joint nutrition assessment report in all four townships is 
expected to be available this week. 
 
Therapeutic and emergency supplementary feeding will start this week in 37 midwife-operated areas in 
Myebon. 
 
ACF continues providing supplementary food ration, reaching 1,838 households (out of the targeted 3,000 
households) in Minbya and Myaebon townships. 
  
UNICEF and MoH will start micronutrient supplementation and de-worming this week in Myebon. The two 
activities will be incorporated into EPI-Plus programme, targeting at least 70% of children and 
pregnant/lactating women. 
 
IFE assessment and IFE intervention planning for Myebon, Pauktaw and Kyaukpyu Townships are currently 
underway by Save the Children. Nutrition assessment of under-five children by MUAC is being conducted in 
the IRC and MSF-Holland mobile clinics. 
 
Emergency Shelter and NFIs 
 
As of 26 November 2010, 9, 306 tarpaulins and 6,037 Emergency Shelter Kits (ESK)/NFI kits are in the final 
stage of distribution to beneficiaries in the affected area, mainly in villages in Myebon and Minbya Townships 
and a few villages in Pauktaw Township. The Emergency Shelter agencies have so far distributed tarpaulins 
and shelter kits, covering 26% of the affected households. 
 
MSF-Holland will distribute 5,454 ESC kits and 1,090 community tool kits in December in Myebon and Minbya 
Townships. UNICEF is planning to distribute 1,400 family kits in Myebon Township. 
 
The detailed distribution of items by the emergency shelter partners is as follows: 
 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

4

 
 
 

Organization Tarpaulins Shelter 
Kit 

Community 
toolkit 

Bamboo 
Shelter Kit 

Kitchen 
set 

Mosquito 
Net Blankets 

AZG  5,229 1,052     
Bridge Asia Japan 768       
CARE 1,842  807   3,575 3,575 
IOM 398       
Maltesser 1,250 808 162 2,583    
Save the Children 998    1,520 1,482 1,906 
UNHCR 50      810 
UNICEF (MRCS/NCV) 4,000       
Grand Total 9,306 6,037 2,021 2,583 1,520 5,057 6,291 
 
 
UNHCR has also provided 1,500 plain roofing sheets and 15,000 roofing sheets to Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
The WASH cluster is planning to conduct a comprehensive assessment to develop a base line for the projects 
to be implemented. 
 
MRCS and Save the Children are carrying out water distribution in the areas identified as having immediate 
needs. Many agencies have begun to make plans for dry season distribution in the villages where the risk of 
water sources drying up has been assessed.   
WHO information from health centres and clinics in Myebon and Kyaukpyu shows a notable increase of 
reported cases of conjunctivitis, diarrhoea and severe diarrhoea in the first few days following the cyclone. 
The reports of these illnesses decreased over time. Only conjunctivitis remains notable. The WASH agencies 
have been requested to emphasise hand-washing in their hygiene promotion activities to help address the 
spread of conjunctivitis. The WASH cluster remains vigilant in monitoring other water-born and sanitation-
related diseases. 
 
Department of Development Affairs and UNICEF will jointly implement gravity flow water supply systems in 
two schools in Myebon. 
 
UNICEF is conducting feasibility survey for eight gravity flow water supply systems in Myebon Township. IRC 
plans to implement WASH activities in 68 villages in Myebon Township, 28 of which will be implemented 
jointly with its partners. 
 
Logistics 
 
Upon requests from partners, storage capacity in Sittwe has been increased. Additional shipments, up to 
2,700mt of food commodities, are on the way to Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaukpyu. In Myebon, the jetty was 
assessed by the BAJ engineer. An engineer will be deployed to Myebon on December 1 to support the 
construction. The two bridges between Ann and Myebon, which were destroyed by the cyclone, have been 
repaired by the Government, allowing normal traffic to resume. 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and Sittwe. Bilateral meetings between local authorities and humanitarian partners take 
place regularly in Sittwe. 
 
The MIMU has developed a webpage dedicated to the response to Cyclone Giri: http://www.themimu.info/ 
HTML/Maps/Giri_index.html. Assessment data and 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the cyclone 
response are being compiled by the MIMU. Please send any updates to vognild@un.org  and 
ei.ei.thein@undp.org. 
 

IV. Coordination 
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The CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) amounting to approximately US$ 6 million has been 
approved by the CERF Secretariat. 
 
The Clusters have identified funding needs close to US$53 million including emergency and early recovery 
phases. Out of these, donors have already pledged up to US$18 million including US$6 million from the 
CERF. 
 
Donors are encouraged to contribute to the cyclone response efforts of humanitarian partners, as well as to 
report to the Financial Tracking Service, which records all humanitarian contributions to Myanmar. For more 
information, please visit: http://fts.unocha.org/. 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Deputy Head of Office 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 98 61 08 46 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


