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UNMIK Spokesperson Neeraj Singh 

 
SRSG to attend SEECP meeting 
Tomorrow the SRSG will be in Zagreb, where on Friday he will be attending the meeting 
of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the South-East European Co-Operation Process 
(SEECP). You would be aware that Prime Minister Agim Ceku has also been invited to 
attend this meeting. 
 
Five suspects indicted in connection with March 2004 riots 
An International Prosecutor has filed an indictment in the Pristina District Court against 
five suspects – Skender Islami, Mustafa Islami, Ramadan Islami, Omeri Sylejmani and 
Gazmend Morina – for their role in allegedly burning down several buildings in Fushë 
Kosovë/Kosovo Polje during the March 2004 riots. The suspects have been charged for 
their direct participation in a series of criminal acts including arson and looting of 
buildings, houses and vehicles. In addition, there are another 11 suspects, 10 of them 
juveniles, who are still under pre-trial investigation for being suspected to be involved in 
the burning of several buildings in Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje during the March riots. 
 
Nine Audit Reports finalised 
I have an announcement on behalf of the Office of the Auditor General. This is to inform 
you of nine different audit reports finalised recently that have been made public. These 
are Audit Reports on: 
- External Review of the Privatisation Process undertaken by the Kosovo Trust Agency 
- Financing of Political Parties from Kosovo Consolidated Budget 2005 
- Payments for Services and Related Internal Control Procedures in the Ministry of 
Communities and Returns 
- Review of Implementation of Procedures at Independent Commission on Mines and 
Minerals (ICMM) 



- Audits for the year 2005 for the Municipalities of Podujevë/Podujevo, 
Kaçanik/Kačanik, Viti/Vitina, Klinë/Klina and Obiliq/Obilić. 
You can find these Audit Reports on the official website of the Auditor General at 
www.oag-ks.org 
 
 
UNMIK Police Spokesperson Thomas E. Lee 
 
Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
First in reference to Mr. Moskowitz and Mr. Dean’s presentation today, the best way for 
anyone to give information regarding their investigation into Feb demonstration is to call 
the KPS hotline 038 504 604 6666 or email a message to info@kovosopolice.com. 
 
On another topic I would like you to know about the generosity of the Turkish UNMIK 
Police Contingent.  In 2006, Turkish CivPol officers provided food and clothing for over 
1500 under privileged Kosovars. During this school year Turkish Police Officers 
provided school bags and stationery supplies to 700 school children in Kosovo. 
 
The Turkish Police have graciously extended an invitation to the Kosovo Police Service 
to train 100 KPS Officers this year in Turkey at their training facilities. This includes all 
expenses provided by the Turkish Police including transportation, housing and meals 
during the trainings. The first sure training starts next week when 12 KPS Officers will 
travel to Ankara for a two week Police Intelligence Course. These generous acts show the 
outstanding commitment the Turkish Police Contingent has to Kosovo community. 
 
As you are all well aware, Vetvendosja has announced a planned demonstration for this 
coming Saturday.  As Vetevendosja has stated, they intend to have a peaceful protest.  
We expect a peaceful demonstration as we should respect them and take them at their 
word. 
 
We encourage everyone who participates in the demonstration to act in a lawful and 
peaceful manner.  Those who act with violence endanger those around them.  If the 
protest becomes non-peaceful we would ask those who do not condone violence to leave 
the area immediately. Police will hold those who act in a violent manner responsible. 
 
As widely reported in the media, Kosovo Police Service officers met with organizers of 
the demonstration last Friday.  The goal of this meeting was to facilitate a safer 
environment for the upcoming demonstration. From that meeting with the organizers and 
from statements made in the media by Vetvendosja, we expect a peaceful demonstration. 
The KPS is still open for further meetings and discussions with Vetvendosja to ensure the 
demonstration goes smoothly.  
 
To facilitate movement of persons involved in the demonstration we would advise the 
public should avoid travel in central area of the Pristina this Saturday as some streets will 
be blocked so the demonstrators can move safely through the city. The Kosovo Police 
Service MHQ Press office will be announcing the specific road closures and times of 



closures later this week. Police have been informed the route the demonstration group 
wishes to travel and that route will be open for them. Once the demonstration has ended, 
streets will be opened as soon as possible for normal travel within the city.   
 
 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop: 
 
Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Today I would like to introduce myself shortly. As 
my predecessor I am coming from Germany, I have served the German Bundeswehr as 
PIO as well. I am responsible in the Bundeswehr Operation Command in Germany which 
is located near Berlin and responsible for all missions abroad for German armed forces.  
And I am really looking forward to working with you and I had the first talks, and I 
appreciate these talks. And a little bit knowledge I have about Kosovo and KFOR 
because on the national side of the medal I am involved in that issue. So thank you so far. 
 
 
OSCE Spokesperson Sven Lindholm: 
 
Good afternoon. This Thursday, Ambassador Werner Wnendt, OSCE Head of Mission, 
will be speaking before the Permanent Council in Vienna. He will be giving his bi-annual 
report to the 56 Participating States. We will make his speech available after the 
Permanent Council. Thank you. 
 
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Angela Griep: 
 
Good Afternoon, I have no announcement. 
 
 
Neeraj: Okay Ilir, let’s start with you this time. 
 
Kosova Sot: Well I am interested to know Neeraj, what are the reasons behind the 
official announcement for day off for UNMIK employees on Friday. And for Mr. 
Thomas, the people that are under investigation, do they have to leave any custody during 
the investigative procedure?  
 
Neeraj: Ilir, it is a day off, which has been given as compensatory day off, which is very 
much something that UNMIK and a lot of other organizations do, I don’t think we need 
to give a reason for that. 
 
Thomas: That’s an interesting question, because I am not involved and I am not speaking 
about that investigation, not only do I not know, but I can’t tell you.  
 
Neeraj: I actually answered that question last Wednesday. All those individual police 
officers who are required to be here in Kosovo for the purpose of the investigation will 
stay in Kosovo.  



 
Koha Ditore: Mr. Lee, in the talks with the Vetevendosja activists, have you achieved a 
conclusion how to define the word ‘violence’? 
 
Thomas: First of all, it was the Kosovo Police Officers that met with Vetevendosja, 
Deputy Commissioner Mulliqi and Captain Elshani. I think everybody knows what 
violence is, it is a very common term. Police are here to protect Kosovo, property and 
citizens. Once again, they have said it is going to be peaceful, they said this time and time 
again in the media and I think they made that comment to the KPS Officers. So I don’t 
even think we need to go to violence. But I think that is splitting hairs: what is violence, I 
think everybody knows what violence is. Particularly, we are concerned about violence 
against persons. I don’t think we want to see the town getting burned down, but again 
they are claiming it will be peaceful and we are going to do everything we possibly can to 
facilitate the peaceful protest.  
 
Neeraj: If I may just add to what Tom said, I think this is not an issue that is open to 
interpretation because we are talking here about the rule of law, we are talking about the 
law. What the Police have been saying is: we respect your right to peacefully 
demonstrate, to express yourself within the bounds of law. Now any action that is taken 
outside the law, which breaks the law, and such actions are very clearly defined in the 
law, not subject to interpretation in a loose sense, those people would be liable for 
breaking the law and appropriate action would be taken. So I don’t think it is really a 
matter to debate on.  
 
VOA: Neeraj, how independent is the Task Force investigating what happened on the 
10th of February, when anyone that is involved is either part of the UNMIK 
Administration or under the authority or the command of UNMIK Administration? Why 
didn’t you call for independent investigation of what happened?  
 
Neeraj: Yes Linda, obviously you wanted to ask that question in the first session, so you 
had to put it to me now, and I am happy to answer that. What you must appreciate is, and 
this is something I feel people who are not part of an international administration do not 
realize, what you are talking about here is, basically first, you are talking about a 
prosecutor, a professional in his own right for thirty years who has worked in the US, 
with a lot of experience, I mean there is no reason why you should think he is not going 
to be acting independently in his professional capacity… 
 
VOA: But that is not the point Neeraj… 
 
Neeraj: No no, hold on, hold on, I am not going to get into an argument with you here in 
this press conference, but let me just make my point on your question. So first of all, you 
are talking about professionals here. Now, what was important to ensure the 
independence of this investigation was to take it from the police and give it to the 
Department of Justice. One. Two: the Police Inspectorate of Kosovo has been fully 
integrated with the Task Force; they have access to all the case files – another way to 
ensure the independence. And then, as the SRSG and many of us here have repeatedly 



said, the clear intention is then to conclude the investigation and make it public. So you 
will see all the things that have happened, all the evidence that was taken and whatever 
has been concluded, it will all be out in the open and you will then be able to make your 
own assessment. So I don’t see why you should question the independence of this 
investigation; it is as independent as it can get. 
 
VOA: Mr. Lee, do you respect the right of people to demonstrate and still be alive? Is it 
going to help your investigation that there are two bodies, two people are already dead, 
they are in the cemeteries in Pristina and Podujeva, you can just verify that they are 
already dead.  
 
Neeraj: I think this is stretching it too much Linda, let’s have Nebi’s question. 
 
VOA: That’s my question, will we see more victims on Saturday or the Police will not 
use those rubber bullets? 
 
Neeraj: Okay, I think you want to make a statement and not ask a question, let’s have 
Nebi. 
 
RTK: A question for Tom: what has changed in the Police procedures, if anything, that 
Police is now visiting people that announced protests? I think that if you organize the 
protest, you have to apply for the permission to the Police. Has anything changed to 
conclude that if anyone announces the protest you get a call from Police? 
 
Thomas: I think everybody learned a lesson from the last protest. And from the Police 
side we will go to any lengths to help any lawful protest that is peaceful, carry out that 
protest, we are not here to prevent any protest or demonstration. And it only seems that 
the smartest thing to do is to have a dialogue, so everybody knows where everybody else 
is coming from, and like I earlier said I’d like to see that dialogue continue.  
 
RTK: Vetëvendosja properly, have they followed the procedures of the announcement 
for this protest? Is it lawful protest? 
 
Thomas: I am not sure whether they filed for a permit or not. It is basically we know that 
they are going to have one, they are advertising one, they told us they are going to have 
one. So we are fully on notice.  
 
Neeraj: Okay I can see a lot of energy in this room today, so let’s hear from Nedeljko.  
 
Blic: Neeraj, question for you and for Thomas: a lot of citizens from Macedonia and 
municipalities of Presevo, Bujanovac and Medvedja will be allowed to participate in the 
protest that will take place on Saturday, peaceful protest in Pristina, or will you sharpen 
the control on the borderlines with Macedonia and administrative borders with Serbia?  
 
Thomas: People, as long as the borders are open and people have proper documentation 
for traveling here, they are going to be able to travel here. I am not sure that we ask 



people when they cross the border if they are going to go to the protests and not even if 
they were, as long as they demonstrate peacefully. So I don’t have any information if 
they are bringing buses up here again, but if they do, as long as they are not violating any 
Kosovo laws, carrying any weapons, they will be allowed into the country.  
 
AP TV: Bearing in mind that Vetëvendosja announced last protests to be peaceful, is 
police reconsidering its operation, how many police officers will be out on that day, how 
many of them you will have on stand by and which riot police you will have as well: on 
stand by or just out there?  
 
Thomas: Let me say that there is an operational plan that has been very carefully 
completed for this weekend, which includes I believe a significant number of police 
officers and specialized units, should their need arise. Once again, I take these people at 
their word, I respect their word. They say peaceful, I know it is a powerful word in 
Kosovo and everywhere else around the world, but you need to respect people’s word. 
We must give them the opportunity to have a peaceful demonstration.  
 
AP: Don’t complain that you are getting no questions. As part as this lessons learned 
drive, is police going to be equipped with rubber bullet equipment this time around on the 
3rd of March protest?  
 
Thomas: I cannot answer that specifically. What I can answer is that the police will have 
approved crowd control equipment, and through command and control that will be 
carefully administered if the need arises, under strict command from Command Centre.  
 
Koha Ditore: I will follow up. Because you say that you have learned some lessons. Can 
you name any lesson that you have learned from the demonstration and is it really the 
lesson learned that you are not going to shoot any more people?  
 
Thomas: I think that the first lesson is we need a dialogue… 
 
Koha Ditore: That is a political statement. You need a dialogue, that is political.  
 
Thomas: No, no this is, I won’t argue with you, but first of all the police need a dialogue 
with everyone in the community and particularly when somebody wants to have a 
demonstration. So to have this open dialogue to know what each other plans to do is very 
helpful. Then everybody knows what each other is planning to do. And I believe this will 
happen on Saturday. That is probably the biggest lesson learned. And as far as use of 
force and other stuff, that is under investigation right now. 
 
Beta: I have a question for Mr. Sven and Angela: As Mr. Singh said, is it a day off for 
employees of OSCE and EU or only for UNMIK personnel on Friday?  
 
Sven: Thank you for not forgetting us [laughter], we greatly appreciate it, but we are 
UNMIK too. We are Pillar III and Pillar IV of UNMIK. It is as simple as that.  
 



Neeraj: You guys don’t like that we have a day off? [laughter]  
 
Kosova Sot: I have a question on the economic area regarding the bid of the second 
mobile operator: UNMIK has two members in the evaluating commission, should this 
tender be reviewed given that the regulatory authority has violated the rules and the law 
for public procurement, given that it did not pay the banking guarantee of sixty million 
euros.  
 
Neeraj: Okay, first of all for this tender process the TRA is in the lead and you should be 
addressing any details to the TRA. Where the two independent experts appointed by 
UNMIK are concerned, as we announced after the tender was decided, those independent 
experts have informed us that according to their assessment the process was appropriately 
carried out. That we announced immediately afterwards.  
 
Koha Ditore: A very sincere question. Are you really that much afraid of Vetëvendosja?  
 
Neeraj: Are you? 
 
Koha Ditore: No I mean I am asking you. I am here to ask questions not to answer. Is 
international administration in Kosovo afraid of Vetëvendosja? A question for all of you, 
not just Neeraj.  
 
Neeraj: I don’t think that question is really pertinent for us, because if there is anybody 
afraid of danger to their own lives they would not be in a post-conflict situation doing 
peacekeeping work. For eight years a lot of people have come and gone from Kosovo, 
working for UNMIK and different international organizations. The question is not that 
really. The question really for us is: If there is any public disorder, and at this stage 
particularly of the status process, is it in the interest of Kosovo? Is that something that 
you, the media and the public, are afraid or concerned about? I mean, we are certainly 
concerned that stability in Kosovo is extremely important at this stage. Even afterwards 
of course it is important but at this time with political tensions so high, with political 
stakes so high, it is very important for every responsible group or individuals, to think 
about their own responsibility and to ensure that all the hard work that has been done by 
the political leaders, and to which we have also in our own way contributed, are not 
thrown away just because of irresponsible actions by a small group of people. So that is 
the real concern.  
 
VOA: Do you think that or how do you deal with it, what is going to happen on 
Saturday? Is it a police issue or a political issue? Is it something that just the police has to 
think how to deal with or the politicians either international or local? 
 
Neeraj: Hundred percent a police issue. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 


