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Humanitarian Aid and SHA (HA+SHA) 

During this emergency period, the SDC Programme Office 
in Haiti, which was set up in 2005, is now the local base for 
distributing humanitarian aid. The specialists deployed by 
the emergency response management in Bern are working 
closely with the Programme Office and the Swiss 
representations in Port-au-Prince and Santo Domingo. 
 
Current actions 

Direct HA+SHA actions 
Currently, a total of over 50 people have been assigned 
or seconded to HA+SHA actions on the ground.  
Medical support 
§ A team of doctors is working around the clock in the 

Haitian State University Hospital. Three operating 
theatres are now functioning. Two additional Haitian 
doctors have joined the Swiss team. By 27 Jan. several 
hundred people had been treated, approx. 243 
operations carried out (in many cases to save lives) and 
75 children taken into hospital. Assistance has been 
given to more than 50 births, of which several required 
Caesarean sections. The hospital authorities have 
resumed responsibility for the care of the patients.  
§ In Petit-Goave, south-west of Port-au-Prince, where the 

hospital has been destroyed, multi-purpose tents have 
been erected to treat the injured.  
§ A sanitary container (field operating theatre) from the 

Swiss Army reserves is on its way to the Hospital of St. 
Michael in Jacmel.  
§ The Albert Schweitzer Hospital has been supplied with 

medicines. 
§ Further medical support is currently under review, for 

instance the repair of the hospital in Petit-Goave.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Water and hygiene 
§ A water distribution point has been set up at the 

University Hospital in Port-au-Prince, and sanitary 
facilities (5 WCs and 2 showers) have been repaired. 
§ To date, 12 temporary drinking-water distribution 

points have been installed in cooperation with the 
largest drinking-water company in Port-au-Prince. 
The first nine have been in operation for some days, 
supplying drinking water to some 11,000 people. The 
medium-term aim is to supply drinking water for 
100,000 people. 

Shelter 
§ The distribution of shelter kits (corrigated iron sheets, 

wood, tools, tarpaulins) to 1,000 families in Petit-
Goave is continuing with the support of MINUSTAH 
(the UN stabilisation mission in Haiti). To date more 
than 1,000 kits have been distributed. 
§ Also in the region surrounding Leogane, Petit- and 

Grand-Goave, south-west of Port-au-Prince, the 
distribution is continuing of family kits (cooking 
utensils, plastic sheets, cords, mattresses, water 
canisters). The overall plan is to supply a total of 3,500 
family kits for about 21,000 people.  
§ Since Monday, 25 Jan. an HH+SHA field office with 

three logistics experts has been operational in 
Leogane from where local actions are organised.   

Aid goods 
§ To date, three aircraft have delivered more than 170 

tonnes of aid supplies for Haiti, including large-size 
and family tents, tarpaulins, medicines, medical 
materials and equipment, rubber water tanks, 
construction handtools, mosquito nets, blankets, 
kitchen sets, water canisters, etc. Due to capacity 
overloading at the airport in Port-au-Prince, most of the 
aid arrives via Santo Domingo in the Dom. Republic 
from where it is transferred overland to its destination 
in Haiti. This is a considerable additional logistical 
challenge.  

Contributions to partner organisations 

§ Two Swiss members of the UN Disaster Assessment 
and Coordination team are assisting the UN Office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in 
Port-au-Prince.  

§ Financial contributions to our partner organisations: 
the Swiss Red Cross, ICRC, WFP and OCHA. See the 
table below: Contributions to date by the SDC+HA.  

§ Since 19 Jan. 2010, Switzerland has been financing 
the use of a transport helicopter by the World Food 
Programme (WFP) for logistics and aid-distribution 
operations. 

§ Information on needs and possibilities for further 
cooperation with OCHA, WFP and UNICEF is being 
regularly reviewed both at headquarters and in the 
field. 

The Swiss team of doctors at work in Petit-Goave 
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Contributions to date by the SDC+HA 

§ Swiss aid goods incl. transport 4,970,000 CHF 
§ Local aid goods 480,000 CHF 
§ Temporary shelters 500,00 CHF 
§ Logistics 250,000 CHF 
§ Swiss Red Cross 500,000 CHF 
§ ICRC 1,000,000 CHF 
§ WFP 1,000,000 CHF 
§ OCHA 500,000 CHF 
Total 9,200,000 CHF 

 
 
Involvement of the SDC Regional Cooperation in Haiti 
 
An additional amount of CHF 1 million has been earmarked 
by the SDC Regional Cooperation to support the activities 
of Helvetas in the drinking water and urban housing 
hygiene sector. The total support of the SDC Regional 
Cooperation for Haiti in 2010 amounts to CHF 3.2m.   

 
Outlook 

§ The emergency relief phase will probably last much 
longer than has been the case with natural disasters in 
the past.  

§ The field team is currently working on a concept for the 
SDC’s medium-term engagement in Haiti. 

§ An international donor conference for Haiti is being 
planned for March in New York.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background information 

The coordination network of the international community 
directed by the United Nations and the Haitian 
government, that has proved effective in previous 
disasters, is facing major communications and transport 
problems in Haiti. The mobile phone network is partly 
operational again. The security situation in the city has 
improved. However, freedom of movement remains 
restricted. It is urgently recommended not to stay in 
unprotected areas especially at night.  
 
According to the latest UN figures, the earthquake has 
claimed the lives of 110,000 people and caused injuries 
(many serious) to a further 200,000 people. It has left 
800,000 people homeless.   
 
 

Further information 

E-Mail: hh@deza.admin.ch,  
Tel/Fax: 031 322 31 24   www.deza.admin.ch 
 

 

Restoring supplies of drinking water is not just a question of quantity 
but also quality. Regular controls are therefore obligatory. 
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