
 
 
 
 
 
1. Situation 
 

 
 
During 2007, the Directorate for Disaster Prevention and 
Assistance (DPAD in Spanish) registered 1,550,528 
persons affected belonging to 319,813 families. 
The events which affected the greatest number of 
persons were floods (1,398,164 people), for 90% of all 
affected persons, followed by wind storms (65,593 
people), drought (23,500 people), landslides (17,588 
people), earthquakes (12,410 people) and, with fewer 
than 10,000 affected by each: avalanches, eruptions and 
erosion. 
 
An important percentage of the population affected in 
2007 continues in 2008 in the recuperation process, 
including recovery of infrastructure (housing, roads,  

 
 
 
 
 
bridges, etc.) and recuperation of more than 40,0000 
hectares for agricultural production. 
 
While 2008 advances, DPAD’s statistics between 2 
January and 26 February 2008 list 5,600 families (29,472 
people) affected in 18 departments, due to different 
natural events including flooding, landslides and wind 
storms, due to heavy rainfall since early this year in 
several regions of Colombia.  In addition, dry spells have 
led to wildfires in other regions. 
 
The most affected departments have been: Bolívar, 
Nariño, Cauca, Chocó, Valle del Cauca and Risaralda, 
where the number of affected families was over 100, 
totaling more than 600 people. 
 
 

Número de personas afectadas por departamento 
Enero 2 a Febrero 26 de 2008 

Fuente DPAD
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According to reports from IDEAM (28 February 2008), 
rainfall will continue over western and southern Colombia 
and heavier rainfall will occur in the Pacific and Amazon 
regions.  Along the Cauca river La Virginia (Risaralda) is 
on alert due to high water levels.  Also on alert is Puerto 
Salgar (Cundinamarca) for levels on the Magdalena river. 
 

Impact of Natural Disasters in Colombia 
2 January – 26 February 2008  



There continues alerts for sudden rises in water levels 
along the Pacific and in sloping areas in the Andean 
region and the Amazon piedmont.  There are risks of 
landslides in areas of Antioquia and Cundinamarca 
departments. 

 
2. Impact 

 
 

The most affected departments over the last several 
months have been: 
 
Bolívar: 2,000 families (10,000 people) and 3,000 
hectares affected by flooding. 
 
Nariño: 5 deaths, 1,541 families (8,830 people) affected, 
5 homes destroyed, 161 homes damaged and 1 water 
system damaged due to landslides, flooding and wildfires 
registered between early January and the end of 
February 2008. 
 
In Cauca department landslides, windstorms and flooding 
have left 809 families affected (4,616 people), 3 homes 
destroyed, 584 homes damaged, 3 roads damaged, one 
bridge damaged and 3 educational centers damaged. 
 
In Chocó department, landslides, flooding and structural 
fires were registered, leaving 7 injured, 351 families 
affected (1,757 people) and one home destroyed. 
 
In Valle del Cauca department there were structural fires 
registered, landslides and flooding, leaving 3 dead, 3 
injured, 130 families affected (660 people), 76 homes 
destroyed and 43 homes damaged. 
 
In Risaralda department, there were windstorms, floods 
and structural fires registered, leaving 3 injured, 126 
families affected (649 people), 88 homes destroyed and 7 
homes and one water system damaged. 
 
In Sucre department, strong windstorms over a two 
month period left 3 injured, 69 families affected (345 
people), 3 homes destroyed and 66 homes damaged. 
 
In Huila department, windstorms and problems related 
with contamination left 75 families affected (323 people), 
1 home destroyed and 75 damaged. 
 

In Antioquia department, several landslides were 
registered which left 11 injured, 66 families affected (260 
people), 10 homes destroyed, and 58 homes and 1 road 
damaged. 
 
In Cesar department, windstorms damaged 47 homes, 
leaving 47 families affected (250 people). 
 
In Santander department: an accident left 2 dead and 9 
injured.  Landslides, erosion and flooding left 49 families 
affected (245 people), 14 homes destroyed, 21 homes 
and one bridge and water system damaged. 
 
In Vaupés department, a windstorm left 18 families 
affected (145 people) and 16 homes damaged. 
 
In Cundinamarca department, a structural fire left 1 
injured.  Landslides have left 19 families affected (84 
people) and one home destroyed. 
 
In Caldas department, landslides and windstorms have 
left 34 families affected (90 people), 1 home destroyed 
and 30 damaged. 
 
In Tolima, Magdalena and Amazonas departments, 
floods, landslides, fires and windstorms left 10 families 
affected. 
 
 

Número de personas afectadas 
TOTAL 29.354 

Enero2 a Febrero 26 DE 2008 
Fuente DPAD
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3. National Response 



 
 
The Government of Colombia, through the National 
Calamities Fund, complementary to other SNPAD 
national efforts and efforts at the regional and local levels, 
have distributed humanitarian assistance to affected 
families for a total value of COP$309 million.  Benefited 
departments included Risaralda (COP$117 million), 
Nariño (COP$104 million), Bolívar (COP$68 million) and 
Cauca (COP$12 million). 
 
 
4. UNS Response 
 
UNETE is monitoring the overall situation in Colombia. 
 
The La Mojana Region is the site of projects supported by 
the CERF, which complements SNPAD emergency 
interventions: Food security via the World Food 
Programme together with Action Against Hunger; Water 
and Basic Sanitation through UNICEF with OXFAM GB 
and the Colombian Red Cross; and Shelter-Housing via 
IOM, together with CISP. 
 
In support of DPAD, UNETE and International NGOs are 
working in coordination with the regional CREPADs in 
Córdoba, Bolívar and Antioquia to identify needs in the 
preparation and post-emergency phases for the La 
Mojana region. 


