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Highlights 
 

 National disaster management authorities are scaling down operational response whilst 
continuing with food ration distributions 

 Damage bill now estimated at FJD 80 million, including FJD 30 million for sugar industry in 
Western division 

 Key outstanding needs are monitoring of nutritional status of affected populations, providing 
diagnostic resources to health centres, and strengthening disease surveillance systems 

 
Situation Overview: 
The National disaster management authorities are scaling down operations whilst continuing to oversee 
the widespread distribution of food rations in the Western and Central Divisions of Viti Levu.   
 
Flood waters have receded throughout Viti Levu and Vanua Levu with the exception of Navua, Tavua 
and Wailoku areas which are reported by media to have experienced fresh flooding after heavy rain on 
the evening of Thursday 29 January.  The Fiji Meteorological Office is forecasting some rain to become 
widespread later today (Friday 30 January), which could cause flooding of low lying areas, rivers and 
streams. 
 
14 evacuation centres remain open, all in the Western Division, housing 403 evacuees. 
 
Food ration distributions continue, coordinated by DISMAC.  The total number of rations required has 
been revised down to 122,818.   
 
Health 
There are now 19 cases of Dengue confirmed in Labasa against a baseline of 1-2 cases per month.   
No cases of Dengue were reported in the West or Central Divisions, but surveillance appears to be 
better in the North.   
 
The WHO has submitted to NZAID a list of diagnostic and vector control supplies and water reagents 
which are required by Fiji Ministrtry of Health  NZAID has agreed to fund $US75,000 of these costs.  
Further funding of USD 25,000 would enable the originally listed quantities to be procured .The 
quantities on the list will support the response for 2-3 months but further supplies are expected to be 
needed. 
 
Regional health centres are out of supplies for diagnostic tests for Typhoid fever.  Typhoid usually 
appears 2-3 weeks after a flood, is very difficult to diagnose and can be deadly.  Diagnostics for typhoid 
will be included in the WHO/NZAID donation. 
 
 
The Fiji Red Cross is currently distributing 40 mobile spraying units along with 60 units of the necessary 
chemicals to local farmers in the Sigatoka and Ba regions for vector control. The initiative will be 
coordinated through local health inspectors. 
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The Fiji Red Cross Society has started the distribution of hygiene kits and dignity packs among a 
number of secondary relief items to assist flood-affected communities in Ba, Nadi and Sigatoka to stave 
off water and vector borne diseases. By the end of the week, the Society would have distributed 5,000 
hygiene kits, 1,000 dignity packs (include a change of clothing for a female, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, washing powder, soap and sanitary napkins), 1,000 mosquito nets, 142 Mobile First Aid 
kits, 500 baby bundles, 631x 20 litre water containers and 300 packets of water purification tablets.  
 
 
Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 
All 350,000 33mg water purification tablets have now reached the DISMAC warehouse.  WHO, Ministry 
of Education and UNICEF continue to work together to develop and distribute flyers in support of the 
distribution of water purification tablets.   
 
UNICEF is currently running three different health promotion radio spots 10 times per day.  Themes for 
current spots include:  waste disposal, safe water, and hand washing.  Safe food preparation and breast 
feeding are themes which are still to air. 100,000 flyers called the “helping hand” with a health related 
message on each of the fingers have also been produced and await distribution. 
 
The Fiji Water Foundation have ordered six 24,000 litre tanks to be brought to Ba for people to draw 
personal water supplies from.   
 
UNICEF will coordinate an assessment to measure the take up of water tablets and the effectiveness of 
the radio campaigns during the week beginning 1 February. 
 
WASH partners and Ministry of Health are considering an assessment of rural water supply in affected 
areas.  
 
Nutrition 
The number of rations required in the Western Division remains 116,058, although this may be revised 
downward as the number was based on total village populations. The number of rations required in the 
Central Division has been revised down to 6,760 from approximately 30,000.   
 
As at Thursday 29 January, food rations are currently not being distributed to the Northern Division as 
DISMAC has not yet received figures of the number of rations required.  Northern Division has already 
conducted a food distribution using their own resources.  A verification team is currently working to 
assess ongoing needs and a request for assistance will be made to DISMAC if the results of the 
assessment indicate a need for further assistance. 
 
Food rations are being delivered to the Western and Central Divisional DISMAC offices where they are 
broken up and delivered to villages.  At the village level village leaders oversee the distribution of the 
rations.  There have been some reports of bias from village leaders in the distribution of food rations.  
 
Eight of ten districts have had rations delivered in the Western Division.  
 
Villages on Viti Levu that remain inaccessible by road are receiving their rations by helicopter airlift and 
rations for affected areas in the Yasawa's are being distributed by boat. 
 
The rations for children are the same food groups as adults, simply in lower quantities.  UNICEF is 
seeking to investigate whether this is appropriate for weaning children and want to work in conjunction 
with others to look at the impact of the food ration on the health of children.  There is an estimate that 
there about 65,000-70,000 children under five living in the affected areas.  UNICEF are particularly 
worried about the impact on children of the distribution of milk powder, especially given the lack of clean 
drinking water currently available and are working on a breast feeding promotion. 
 
UNICEF has also flagged the fact that children may not be consuming appropriate levels of 
micronutrients through the current ration and are working on the situation with the MoH. 
 
The Red Cross has found that some villages lacked cooking capacity, so they are distributing 200 gas 
cooking stoves and fuel worth $200 each.  District offices will recommend where the stoves and fuel 
should be delivered to.   
 
Education 
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The EU has provided $2,036,500 for support to school levies of children and the rehabilitation of the 
schools that were affected by the recent floods. Of this total, FJD 957,000 will be used to replace water 
tanks, furniture, textbooks, beddings, cooking utensils and other school equipment that was damaged 
by flood waters. It will also be used for infrastructural rehabilitation including maintenance work on 
classrooms, teachers' quarters, hostel facilities and ablution blocks. These remaining funds (FJD 
1,079,500) will contribute to the funding of student school levies in the flood affected areas.  
 
The Ministry of Education estimates the cost for repairs to schools and replacement of equipment to be 
approximately $FJ 1.3 million FJD. It is anticipated that between the EU’s and AusAID’s contributions 
this amount can be covered.  
 
Save the Children have finished their assessment in the Central Division but not in other areas.   
 
Agriculture / Early Recovery 
SPC is working with the Ministry of Agriculture on a planned response on food security.  Phase one will 
focus on distributing Kumala cuttings, a sweet potato that matures in 8-10 weeks, to areas which have 
lost significant amounts of root crops.  Some distributions have already taken place.  SPC will also, in 
conjunction with the Fiji Department of Agriculture, distribute seeds and seedlings for vegetables and 
legumes to both farmers and commercial growers to re-establish the supply of vegetables; work with 
the Fiji Papaya industry, who are an important source of exports, to get their crop up and running again; 
and work with the dairy and beef industries, supplying supplementary feed and veterinary drugs  
 
Over the medium term SPC will be working to re-establish research stations which have been damaged 
and increase their capacity.  SPC hopes to focus particularly on crop varieties which are resistant to 
floods and salt.  They are also talking about setting up seedling banks which can be distributed to 
farmers. 
 
The MoA has completed their assessments and are putting together a final report which will be 
distributed shortly.   
 
Shelter 
Evacuation centres are now closed in the Northern and Central Divisions.  In the Western Division 14 
centres remain open, housing 403 people as follows:  
 
Centers No of Evacuation   

Centers 
No of Evacuees 

Lautoka 3 58 
Nadi 6 162 
Ba 5 180 
Navua 1 55 
TOTAL 15 455 
 
Infrastructure 
The Fiji Institute of Engineers are conducting assessments concentrating mostly on wharfs, jetties and 
water.  Major issues identified to date are the Ba water supply, where 3.2 km of pipelines need to be 
replaced, and the waste water pipeline in Sigatoka which is cut completely and needs 600 metres of 
high pressure pipe to be replaced.  Replacement costs are not yet available.  A request has been made 
to have 800 metres of new pipe and an undisclosed amount of older pipe which is located in Sigatoka 
moved to Ba for work.   
 
Staff are also working in the Northern Division looking at major landslips on the Labasa/Savusavu road 
and a sugar cane rail road just outside of Labasa town.  They will need about a week to come up with a 
full report.   
 
The DISMAC estimated damage bill has now risen to nearly $FJ 80 million, and is expected to rise 
further, as follows: 
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Sector Central/Eastern Western Northern Total 
Roads 5,621,200 7,400,000 3,580,000 16,601,200 
Water& Sewerage 540,000 6,750,000 2,854,330 10,144,330 
Crops 3,031,746 12,220,651 499,987 15,752,384 
Livestock 568,460 139,144 5,660 713,264 
Drainage - 746,676 15,000 761,676 
Education 220,800 664,140 484,000 1,368,940 
Health 30,000 215,000 5,000 250,000 
Sugar  30,000,000  30,000,000 
Telecommunications    1,300,000 
Electricity    3,000,000 
Total 10,012,206 58,135,611 7,443,977 79,891,794 
 
 
Funding 
The following pledges have been made or are reported in the media: 
 

 The New Zealand Government donated NZ$100,000 and has pledged a further $ 500,000. 
 The Australian Government has pledged a contribution of A$1 million for emergency flood 

assistance and A$2 million for longer term recovery and reconstruction 
 The EU has provided $FJ 2,036,500 for the rehabilitation of the schools that were affected by 

the recent floods 
 Papua New Guinea has pledged more than US$500,000 in flood relief assistance 
 The Government of France has donated FJD 50,000 
 The People’s Republic of China has donated FJD 50,000 
 The Red Cross Society of China donated FJD 30,000 to the Fiji Red Cross Society of 
 Tonga has donated FJD 100,000 
 The Embassy of the United States has provided approximately FJD 89,000 for immediate 

assistance in flood relief work by NGOs 
 The United Kingdom has donated FJD 26,000  
 Korea has donated FJD 50,000 
 New Caledonia has pledged USD 115,000 
 Samoa has pledged FJD 10,000 
 The Rotary Club of New Zealand has worked with NZAID to airfreight emergency boxes worth 

FJD 180,000 to Fiji 
 Colonial National Bank has donated FJD 5,000 to Save the Children Fiji 
 Save the Children Fiji has received stationary worth FJD 10,000 from Post Fiji, FJD 25,607.15 

from corporate and public donations and are expected to receive a further FJD 40,000 through 
Communications Fiji limited 

 Fiji Water Foundation donated 6 24,000 liter tanks and have expressed interest in making 
further contributions. 

 
 
Coordination  

 Ministry of Health and Ministry of Public Works have activated their Disaster Management 
Committees to coordinate sector specific response, in close cooperation with partners. The 
Ministry of Agriculture and development partners are coordinating recovery activities in the 
agriculture and sugar industry.   

 NDMO and OCHA will host another coordination meeting on 2 February to coordinate the 
international response and discuss further assessments, needs and requirements.  

 Ministry of Finance and National Planning will coordinate rehabilitation efforts.  
 
Needs and Gaps 
Nutritional assessments are needed to accurately determine the affected populations and their short, 
medium and long term food security.  Nutritional monitoring also needs to be conducted to ensure that 
the rations provided are meeting the nutritional requirements of the affected populations, particularly 
children with regard to micronutrients and the use of powdered milk. 
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Health centres are in urgent need of diagnostic tests for dengue, typhoid and other high risk diseases.  
Further, surveillance systems in the Western and Central divisions need to be assessed and possibly 
strengthened to enable early identification and appropriate monitoring of potential disease outbreaks. 
 
Humanitarian Analysis 
Safe water supply continues to be an issue that needs to be monitored especially in Ba and Sigatoka 
where town supply systems have been damaged and in rural areas where water sources may have 
been contaminated. Work is ongoing but town supply is not fully restored. Rural water supply needs to 
be verified. 
 
Food supply, where the majority of staple crops and/or livelihoods have been destroyed by the floods, is 
being addressed by the distribution of food rations but monitoring is needed to ensure that rations are 
reaching the affected populations, particularly the most vulnerable within affected communities, and that 
the rations are meeting the nutritional needs of the affected communities. Preparations are taking place 
for the production of seedlings. 
 
A spike in reported cases of dengue has occurred in the Northern Division and in New Zealand 
amongst travellers returning from Fiji. No such spike has occurred in the Western division and, despite 
lower baseline prevalence, this places a question mark over the quality of surveillance in this area.  
Other disease outbreaks including typhoid, leptospirosis and diarrheal diseases have not been recorded 
but continue to remain a risk.  
 
Contact: 
This situation report has been issued by OCHA Pacific with inputs from various partners. For further 
information, please contact 
 
OCHA New York 
Ms. Aditee Maskey 
Tel: +1-212-963-0910 
 
OCHA ROAP Bangkok 
Mr. Markus Werne 
Tel: +66-81-917 8940 
 
OCHA Pacific 
Peter Muller 
Tel: +679-9991664 
 
 


