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fter the communal elections on 24th May six of the seven 
candidates for the Burundi presidency withdrew from the 
presidential election, thus reducing the ballot to a plebiscite on  

maintaining the actual president, Pierre Nkurunziza, to his post. The decision 
was taken in view of what the opposition called “massive fraud”. The 
electoral observation teams, including those of COSOME and EurAc, had 
certainly mentioned irregularities, but had not witnessed massive fraud. On 5 
July the Alliance of Democrats for Change (ADC-Ikibiri), which 
encompasses 12 opposition parties, confirmed that it would boycott the 
electoral process and repeated that it would not take part in the legislative 
elections. We may regret that the people of Burundi had to vote for or 
against the sole candidate for the presidency, but we do not feel that it was a 
fatal blow to the process of democratisation. On the other hand renouncing 
any part in the legislative elections would be “hit-and-run” politics and a 
total denial of and contempt for the role of the parliamentary opposition, the 
more so as the previous legislature did not meet expectations. Institutions 
have met several setbacks. The political landscape has never ceased to be 
unstable. The last rebellion was not integrated into the institutions until April 
2009. Life for many people is still precarious and bad governance is a major 
obstacle to an effective struggle against poverty. The constitutional state is 
still in the process of construction and the potential for violence is not yet 
under control. Nonetheless these considerations should not blind us to the 
fact that the country has made great progress. All the former rebellions have 
been integrated either militarily or politically. Even though still embryonic, 
multipartyism is a fact. In spite of pressure from the authorities the press and 
civil society succeed in delivering a quality service. For the first time in 
history, the country, (one of the least urbanised in the world) has a regime 
which finds its legitimacy in the rural areas. Ethnic divisions are no longer 
seen as the source of all the country’s woes, and the army is no longer the 
instrument by which one ethnic group tries to protect its privileges. To 
consolidate its democracy and begin the fight against poverty Burundi needs 
a legitimate parliamentary opposition able to resist the authoritarian 
tendencies of the party in power and keep watch over the ideas and practices 
of good governance. Such things do not fall from heaven; they must be 
claimed and protected. 
I continue to hope that the great leaders will not reduce Burundi to what will 
be in effect a one party state. In a region where there has been so much 
conflict and violence Burundi has proved that it is possible to advance 
through dialogue. By understanding that conflict cannot be overcome by 
force, Burundi has given us all an inspiring example. I hope that the people 
of Burundi will be able to find a way to transfer to a new legislature with an 
inclusive dynamic respectful of their tradition of negotiation, and where the 
winners and the losers in the elections will play their constitutional role. It is 
high time that the Burundian politicians place the Burundi people at the heart 
of their discussions. 
 

Kris Berwouts 
Director 
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Summary of events    June 
 
 Great Lakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new market  
 
On July 1st 2010 five countries, members of the East 
African Community, took the decision to create a common 
market, a mesure without equivalent in Africa. The 
countries are Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi, and 
Rwanda. The creation of a common market stems from an 
agreement signed last November. As arranged beforehand 
the text has been ratified by the Parliament in each 
member country. The common market follows on the 
creation of a customs union in 2005. Discussions are under 
way on the creation of a monetary union for East Africa, 
scheduled for 2012, though certain officials privately hold 
the view that 2016 is more realistic. July 1 should not be 
seen as the final outcome, rather as a departure point and a 
declaration of a political intention to create a real single 
market with 126 million inhabitants where people, 
services, merchandise and capital can circulate freely. 
When it comes to the labour supply Rwanda has taken the 
lead in dropping the requirement for a work permit for 
those coming in from the countries of the community. 
Rwanda’s decision has had the immediate result of 
bringing in a mass of skilled people, in the main from 
Kenya. Other equally brave decisions have been made by 
Rwanda in order to attract foreign investment. There again 
the Kenyans have been the first to give a positive response. 
The Tanzanian, Juma Mwapachu, General Secretary of the 
organisation, points out that the main challenge to the 
creation of an effective common market is the poor quality 
and inadequacy of the infrastructure. He notes, however, 
that in certain sectors, such as banking, insurance, mobile 
telephones and air transport, free circulation between 
certain members of the community is already a reality. A 
Rwandan economist, working in the organisation, points 
out that it is now essential for Rwanda and Burundi, and to 
a certain extent Uganda and Tanzania, to provide goods 
and services to the common market. At present Kenya is 
by far the most powerful economic force in the region, and 
there are fears amongst its neighbours’ that setting up the 
common market  is greatly to its advantage. (dr) 
 

No award made for the Prize fo Good 
Governance  

 
According to a communiqué issued on 13 June by The Mo 
Ibrahim Prize Jury the group has failed to find a suitable 
candidate for the second consecutive year (2009-2010). 
The Prize jury, presided over by the former UN  Secretary 
General, Kofi Annan, consulted a list of possible 
candidates, but was unable to agree on a single prize 
winner. This year no new candidate has emerged, 
according to the organizers Mo Ibrahim, a British 
telecommunications magnate of Sudanese origin, who 
founded the prize in 2006 claims, “the criteria for the prize  
 

are ambitious, and each year there will be a  restricted 
number of candidates.” A reminder: the prize has a 
value of five million dollars over ten years and in the 
following years 200,000 dollars per year for life, as a 
recompense for former leaders of sub-Saharan Africa 
(heads of state or government), democratically elected, 
for their action in favour of good governance. In 
October 2007 the prize was awarded to Joaquin 
Chissano, the former president of Mozambique, who 
was thus the first to win the award. The former South-
African president, Nelson Mandela, the icon in the 
struggle against apartheid, was also made an honorary 
winner in 2007. In 2008, the prize was awarded to the 
former president of Botswana, Festus Mogae. (dr) 
 

RFI launches programmes in Swahili 
in 10African countries  

 
On July 5th French International Radio (RFI) launched 
programmes in Swahili in 10 African countries, with 
two hours of broadcasting per day. The countries are 
Kenya (Mombasa and Nairobi), Tanzania (Dar-es-
Salaam), Uganda (Kampala), Burundi (Manga), 
Rwanda (South). Some of these programmes will also 
be broadcast in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), Zambia, South Sudan, Madagascar and the 
Comoros. The programmes will be made up of news 
journals, sport and music magazines, and a daily 
interactive broadcast. The broadcasts will be relayed 
from Dar-es-Salaam by a team of nine people. RFI 
claims that this new initiative is “in the context of 
increasing audiences on the African continent” since 
they constitute 85% of RFI’s audiences, with an 
increase of 200,000 listeners in 2009. It is also a 
response to the success of RFI’s broadcasts in Hausa in 
Ethiopia, where programmes were begun three years 
ago. A reminder: Swahili is spoken by over 100 
million people, in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Somalia, Malawi, DRC, Mozambique, and 
the Comoros. (dr) 
 

Seminar on Alimentary 
Independence in the Great Lakes  

 
Members of civil society from Burundi, the DRC and 
Rwanda met in Kigali at the end of June to consider a 
strategy for reaching alimentary independence. The 
meeting was held under the auspices of “Dynamiques 
africaines” an organisation with the mission to find 
solutions to problems of food supply.(dr) 
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 DRC  
Celebration of 50 years of Independence  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 30, 2010 the DRC celebrated fifty years of 
Independence with great pomp. Among the distinguished 
guests were 4 kings (Belgium, Morocco, Jordan, 
Swaziland), 18 Heads of State, 4 Prime Ministers 
(Belgium, Lesotho), and 5 former African Heads of State 
or Government. Representatives of international and 
regional organisations included first of all Ban Ki Moon, 
the UN Secretary General, and Jean Ping, President of the 
African Commission (AU). Celebrations began with a long 
civil and military procession, (which began two hours late 
because they waited for the arrival of the Rwanda 
President) made up of 15,000 Congolese soldiers and 
police, 400 tanks and military vehicles, as well as 455 
“Blue Helmets”, soldiers of the UN forces. In his formal 
address President Kabila paid homage to all those who had 
struggled for Independence, his predecessors, and all those 
who had made their mark in the DRC’s history, such as 
Cardinal Malula. The day before he had unveiled a 
monument to Joseph Kasavubu in Kinshasa and another in 
Lubumbashi to Moise Tshombe, a former Prime Minister. 
The celebrations of June 30 were somewhat overshadowed 
by the death of Floribert Chebeya, who had been 
assassinated on June 1 and whose funeral had just taken 
place on June 26. The crime was one of the reasons given 
by the main opposition party, the Movement for the 
Liberation of the Congo (MLC of Jean-Pierre Bemba) for 
not attending the ceremonies, saying that,  “He could not 
condone the use of assassination and other political crimes 
as instruments of government”. There was also a slightly 
uneasy atmosphere between the DRC and Belgium, the 
former colonial power, with whom relations have often 
been stormy. The Belgian King did not make a speech and 
the Belgian Prime Minister, for his part, signed the book of 
condoleances opened on the assassination of Floribert 
Chebeya. He demanded that “the situation should be made 
perfectly clear and that punishment should await” the 
perpetrators of the crime and called for an international 
enquiry.(jn) 
 

Floribert Chebeya’s funeral 
 
The funeral of Floribert Chebeya, President of the Voix 
des Sans-Voix (VSV) took place on the 25 and 26 June. 
Nearly 1000 million people, many wearing clothes printed 
with the dead man’s portrait, attended the ceremonies, 
which began in a Kinshasa stadium under tight police 
surveillance. The event was attended by some members of 
the Congo government, including the Ministers of Justice 
and the Budget, members of the diplomatic corps and the 
UN representative in the DRC, Alan Doss.  Innumerable 
bouquets of flowers were piled up, there were dances, folk 
singing and a long series of testimonies, before a Mass at 
Kinshasa Cathedral in memory of the dead man. Peter 
Ntumba, the co-coordinator of VSV, recalled the career of 
the militant campaigner who for nearly 27 years dedicated 
himself to the defence of democracy, human rights and 
fundamental liberties in the DRC. In his address the  
 

Archbishop of Kinshasa, Mgr Laurent Monsengwo, 
stated his belief that “Chebeya will be remembered in 
the history of the Congo for his steadfast support for 
justice, peace and human dignity”. (jn) 
 

Remission of the Congo’s Debt 
 
The International Mometary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank (WB) decided on the 30 June and 1 July, 2010 to 
support a reduction in the Congo’s exterior debts, 
totaling 12.3000 million US dollars. The decision to 
agree on debt relief was taken in the light of the Highly 
Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative. Having now 
reached the final stage of the HIPC initiative the DRC 
is also eligible for debt relief by reference to the 
Multilateral Initiative for Debt Relief (MIDR). In 
theory the supplementary resources released by the 
reduction of debt should help to make room in the 
expenses budget for priority programmes such as roads, 
schools and hospitals. The significant reduction in the 
debt burden would also help to brighten the perspective 
for potential private investors. The two groupings of 
Belgian NGOs, CNCD-11.11.11. and 11.11.11KVNCB 
believe that it is thanks to the signing of a new triennial 
programme with the IMF and respect for the 7 criteria 
which define the system that the Congo has finally been 
able to reach a settlement. The criteria are included in 
the document on the strategy for growth for the 
reduction of poverty (DSRP), ecomonic stability, 
utilisation of the savings budget, management of public 
expenses, governance and performance of services in 
priority sectors, social and rural sectors and 
management of debt. The two groupings ask for “the 
vulture funds to be dismantled and that there should be 
political responsibility for finance to guarantee 
permanent funding for the development of the 
Congolese people.” (jn) 
 

MONUSCO Installation 
 

On June 30th 2010, in connection with the celebrations 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the Independence of the 
DRC, the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, 
unveiled a plaque commemorating the mission of the 
United Nations Organisation for stabilisation in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. (MONUSCO). In 
his formal address he recalled that Resolution 1925, 
which led to the creation of MONUSCO “notes the 
progress made during the last ten years, progress 
which should now lead to a different strategy in the 
support given by UNO.” MONUSCO should now 
concentrate its activities on stabilisation and 
consolidation of  peace in co-operation with the Congo 
Government “to manage the progressive withdrawal of 
the military peace forces in a way that does not 
compromise the progress made in the country”  .( jn) 
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

The Re-election of Pierre Nkurunziza Release of Peter Erlinder 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 26 President Pierre Nkurunziza was returned to 
power. What should have been historic elections – the first 
presidential elections to be held with direct universal 
suffrage for 17 years, turned into a minority ballot when 
the 6 opponents withdrew their candidature. The 
opposition decided to boycott the presidential elections   in 
protest against the “massive fraud” which they had 
denounced at the time of the communal elections in May. 
According to the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (CENI) President Nkurunziza was elected 
with 91.62% of the vote from 76.9% of the electorate. The 
opposition contests these figures. In their view only 30%-
50% of the electorate cast their votes. Renate Weber, a 
member of the European Parliament and head of the EU’s 
Observation team, congratulated Burundi on organising the 
presidential elections peacefully. She insists that the 
security forces played a positive role in keeping the 
situation calm, though she regretted the absence of any 
competitors, the limitations imposed by the government on 
freedom of expression and political rallies, and the lack of 
political will to engage in dialogue. (kb) 
 

Agathon Rwasa leaves the capital 
 
Early on the morning of June 23 Agathon Rwasa, the president of 
the Front National de Liberation (FNL), the last rebellious group 
to put down its arms in April 2009, left the capital. For several 
days he made no statement but on June 28 he sent a recorded 
message on cassette, saying that he had decided to leave 
Bujumbura because he feared for his safety. He sent a recording 
to a Burundi media outlet in which he declared, “I am being 
pursued because I have told the truth, because I have said 
publicly that I do not accept the result of the communal 
elections.” Until now no one knows where the FNL leader is. His 
“disappearance” reinforces the fear that Burundi could once more 
erupt into violence. (kb) 
 

Boycott of legislative elections 
 
The Democratic Alliance for Change (ADC-Ikibiri), which 
encompasses 12 opposition parties, has reiterated its 
refusal to take part in the electoral process until the social 
and political factions are prepared to open a dialogue “to 
dispose of the contentious election issue over violations of 
the constitution and the electoral code by the Electoral 
Commission (CENI).” Having disputed the results of the 
communal elections of May 24 and boycotted the 
presidential elections of June 28, the opposition now 
maintains that it will not participate in the next two ballots: 
the legislative election on July 23 and the senatorial 
elections on July 28. During this period these opponents 
and the defenders of human rights have denounced the 
arrest of about 70 people over the last few weeks. A 
reminder: the majority of the electoral observation teams 
deployed around the country were on the whole of the 
opinion that the elections had run smoothly. (kb via Misna) 
 

After three weeks in detention, Peter Erlinder, an 
American defence lawyer at the International Tribunal for 
Rwanda, (TPIR), who was accused of denying the 
genocide against the Tutsis in 1994, has been released “on 
health grounds” The release was due mostly to 
international pressure from TIPR, UNO, and the American 
Congress and State Department. The Public Prosecutor, 
Martin Ngoga, stated that the release was temporary and 
subject to certain conditions. The judicial procedure has 
not been abandoned, and the lawyer must present himself 
at court when his presence is needed. In the view of certain 
analysts, Peter Erlinder has been the victim of his criticism 
of the current regime and his accusations that President 
Kagame committed crimes in 1994, and could be 
responsible for the genocide. (hva) 
 

Attempted murder of Nyamwasa 
 
On June 19 2010 General Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa, 
the former Chief of Staff in Rwanda, who is now in exile 
in South Africa, was wounded by a gunshot from an 
unknown person  ouside his home in Johannesburg. The 
enquiries made by the South African police into this affair 
point to the diplomatic quarrel between Kigali and Pretoria 
as the South African government “has implicitly involved 
the Rwanda regime in the affair.” The Rwanda Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has summoned the South African 
ambassador to Kigali “to communicate to him the concern 
felt by the Rwanda government over the way the enquiry is 
being handled”.  A reminder: Nyamwasa accused Kagame 
of corruption and abuse of his authority. A demand for his 
extradition by the Rwanda government was not successful 
as there is no extradition agreement between Rwanda and 
South Africa. The cooling of the relationship between 
Kigali and Pretoria comes at a time when there is 
increasing nervousness in Rwanda, marked by a series of 
arrests of superior army officers. (hva) 
 

Assassination of the journalist Jean-
Léonard Rugambage 

 
On June 24, 2010 the journalist and deputy editor-in-chief of 
the independent bi-monthly magazine Umuvugizi (The 
Spokesman) was killed by gunfire in front of his home in 
Kigali as he was returning home at about 10 o’clock in the 
evening. Jean –Bosco Gasasira, the editor–in-chief of the 
journal, in exile in Uganda, says: “Jean-Leonard was 
certainly killed as a result of his investigations into the 
attempted assassination last week of General Kayumba 
Nyamwasa, who was in exile in South Africa.” The , on the 
contrary, are talking of “a family feud or conflict linked to 
the genocide of 1994” . The murder has been the cause of 
many indignant reactions, from among others: Reporters 
without Frontiers, Journalist in Danger, Human Rights 
Watch, and the Forum of African Editors. (hva) 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 DRC: The war in Kivu 

 
Jean Claude Willame, Emeritus Professor at the Catholic 
University of Louvain and a member of the co-ordinating 
team “Central Africa” of Amnesty International, tries to 
show the complexity of the recent history of Kivu from 
two quite distinct perspectives. On one side “the dynamic 
of the veranda” where he analyses how the implosion of 
the State created a context where the ethnic dimension and 
demographic and land ownership problems developed as a 
disparate politico-military landscape dominated by 
warlords. On the other side there is the”dynamic of the air-
conditioned room” where the events in the Congo seem to 
be carried by an abstract entity, known most commonly as 
the “International Community”, which has considerably 
weakened, not to say made unacceptable, the concept and 
the reality of a sovereign nation. Professor Willame 
suggests that international diplomacy, bilateral or 
multilateral, has clearly failed in its attempt to resolve a 
conflict situation with such profound roots. Professor 
Willame calls for realism and modesty in the different 
efforts to contribute to the reconstruction of the Congo. He 
calls on us to beware of imported and excessively 
normative forms of governance. (kb) 
 

 DRC: A failure of decolonisation 
 
The Group for Research and Information on Peace and 
Security (GRIP), an associate member of EurAc, has just 
published a work entitiled ”Congo 1960: a failureof 
decolonisation”, with contributions from Colette 
Braeckman, Jules Gerard-Libois, Jacques Vanderlinden, 
Justin Bomboko, Jean Kestergat, Benoit Verhaegen,  and 
Jean-Claude Willame. The first part recalls the origins of 
the enterprise, then poses questions about the forces which 
ruled it and gave it its own particular character. In the 
second part the authors describe the period of unrest, 
explaining the accelerated process which led to the 
independence of the Congo and also the political 
imbroglios and confrontations that ensued, where Belgium 
seemed to be playing a dual role while the UN got bogged 
down. Belgian (de)colonisation left indelible marks. Half a 
century later one can still find the thread that makes the 
present easier to understand. It stems from the fear, 
constantly voiced by the Congolese, of the balkanisation of 
their country; their tendency – in spite of their democratic 
institutions – to prefer strong government, and their 
distrust of the international community which is not 
always kindly disposed toward them. (kb) 
 

 EurAc Director’s visit to Berlin 
 
Kris Berwouts, the director of EurAc, paid a visit to Berlin 
on 23 and 24 June. He met the German officials 
responsible for Central Africa at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and those at the Rwanda and Congo Embassies in 
Berlin. He also led a meeting of experts to discuss the 

the Burundi elections. The programme was designed by 
the Okumenische Netz Zentral Afrika, the German 
member of EurAc. Its Director, Ilona Auer-Pflege is on  
EurAc’s Administrative Council. (kb) 
 

 Rwanda: EurAc’s concern over 
violence and the democratic deficit  

 
In its communiqué of July 3 EurAc expresses its concern 
over the total closure of any political space to the parties 
of the opposition through diabolisation, intimidation, 
systematic legal prosecution, refusal of registration, 
infiltration, arrests, and ill-treatment of many of their 
adherents. EurAc also deplores the increasing number of 
acts of violence, such as the assassination attempt on 
June 19 in Johannesburg on the life of General 
Nyamwasa, who had been very critical of Kigali, and the 
murder of the journalist Jean-Leonard Rugambage on 
June 24, while he was making enquiries into the 
government’s implication in the attack. EurAc asks the 
Rwanda government to « take measures to stabilise the 
political situation and hold free and transparent 
elections, especially to protect and respect space for 
freedom of expression. » (hva) 
 

 DRC: Speculators in Coltan 
 
In an article published in May 2010 the journalist Raf 
Custers denounced the hypocrisy of certain mining firms 
who, in the name of human rights, recommend 
businesses not to buy tantalum originating in Congo 
mines, where minerals are said to be “contaminated” as 
they are “extracted in deplorable conditions for the 
workers.” Thus the Canadian firm, Commerce 
Resources, which has no interest in the DRC, is planning 
to open two tantalum mines in Canada: Eldor and Blue 
River. In order to attract investment it has recourse to a 
double tactic: “It presents Eldor and Blue River as very 
promising mines ‘clean’ and safe. and also sytematically 
blackens the Congo.” Commerce Resources also wants 
to put up the price of tantalum, which has been very low 
in the past few years. To do so  the firm lobbies in every 
possible way to impose a ‘cleanness’ criteron as 
indispensable for these minerals. thus Eldor and Blue 
River are presented as “the two sources of tantalum that 
are ethically acceptable and respectful.”: The offer of 
‘clean’ minerals has been reduced to these two mines, 
and the price of tantalum has returned to normal. Raf 
Custers concludes: “Commerce Resources is imposing a 
negative image on the Congo to benefit its own 
product.” (hva)  
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 Burundi: Statements by COSOME, 
ITEKA and FIDH on the Communal 
and Presidential elections 

 
On 24 June the Coalition of Civil Society for Election 
Monitoring (COSOME) published its observation report 
on the communal elections held on May 24. It shows the 
positive aspects as well as the failures which have to be 
taken into account to improve future ballots. In 
particular it mentions «  the poor disposition of the 
voting booths (in 14.66% of cases), tensions and 
quarrels in the voting area (5%), campaigning activities 
within the voting area (13.5%), the failure of the 
indelible ink to make a mark (4%),attempts to apply 
pressure or intimidation (9.5%) etc. »  On July 2 
COSOME made a preliminary declaration on the 
presidential election of June 28 which was held in the 
face of a serious dispute between this party in power and 
the opposition on the matter of the communal elections. 
In spite of that the ballot was held « in a calm and 
serene atmosphere in most of the territory ».  COSOME 
also acknowledged improvements in the technical 
organisation of the voting system, such as « the placing 
of the voting booths, the availability of electoral 
material and the rapid declaration of the result. » It does 
however note irregularities such as the imprisonment of 
political opponents just before the ballot, acts of 
violence and cases where the administrative authorities 
forced people to go out to vote, while the opposition 
members tried to dissuade them. On June 16 associations 
and groups of associations offered their assessment of 
the political and security situation prevailing in the 
country. They referred to acts of provocation of a 
political nature, arrests and imprisonment of members of 
the opposition, and targeted assassinations. The 
signatories are concerned about the inability of public 
bodies to contain the violence. They recommend that the 
government should act to ensure the safety of its citizens 
and reactivate the framework for dialogue between the 
political parties. On June 25 FIDH and Iteka called for 
calm between the security forces, the presidential party, 
the opposition parties, the media and the ordinary 
citizens of Burundi.. They also appealed to CENI to take 
all possible measures to allow a free, transparent ant 
peaceful process for the next ballot. (hva) 
 

 Burundi: OAG on the security 
situation and women’s participation 
in the political parties 

 
On the eve of the 2010 elections (in April) the 
Observatory of Government Action (OAG) published a 
« very provocative » report on the political and security 
situation. The report noted that in spite of the legal 
framework allowing the political parties to work 
together, « parties of the political opposition have 
constantly been roughly handled by local administrative 
officials and the forces of law and order every time they 
organise meetings and assemblies. » Insecurity and acts 
of violence gained in intensity at the approach of the 
elections, while the opposition and the party in power 
accused each other of destabilisation. The OAG also 
published, in May 2010, a report on women’s 
participation in the leadership of the political parties 

with the aim of showing the influence of women on 
issues that affected them. According to the report, « the 
promotion of women is not a clearly expressed project, 
and  operationally it is programmed as a voluntary 
policy in most political parties. The number of women 
holding responsible positions at the heart of the leading 
organs of the political parties is very low and women 
are generally in charge of gender questions or socio-
cultural matters. » (hva) 
 

 DRC: New reactions to the 
assassination of Floribert Chebeya 

 
The European Parliament unanimously adopted, on June 
29, an emergency resolution condemning in the 
strongest terms the murder of Floribert Chebeya 
Bahizire and demanding an independent commission of 
enquiry which would be credible, serious and 
transparent, to reveal the whole truth about the death of 
M. Chebeya Bahizire and shed light on the 
disappearance of his driver. The resolution also demands 
that  « measures must be taken to make sure that the 
families of the two men are protected. » In a statement 
delivered on June 20, 2010 Vital Kamerhe emphasised 
that « an international enquiry is essential because it 
becomes more and more suspicious that a veil has been 
drawn over the very grave events that have taken place 
in the national capital over what is now 20 days». 
Lastly, The African Association for the Defense of 
Human Rights (ASADHO) « exhorts the States of the 
European Union, who hold seats on the Council for 
Human Rights, to convene an extraordinary meeting of 
the Council to adopt a resolution demanding that the 
DRC set up a credible independent commission to 
enquire into the assassination of Floribert Chebeya and 
the disappearance of Fidele Bazana». (jn) 
 

 DRC: EurAc’s advocacy for the 
control of the extraction industry 

 
EurAc expresses its appreciation of the document by the 
International Accounting Standards Board on the 
extraction  industries (DP/2010/1), especially concerning 
the proposal to include, country by country, information 
about the prices paid by the mining companies to 
governments for gas and oil. EurAc is convinced that 
taking into account these criteria would contribute to the 
improvement of governance in countries like the DRC, 
rich in minerals, as the consequence would be to the 
benefit of not only the investors but the citizens of the 
country as well.     Now, when investment in the mining 
sector in the DRC is enormous and on the increase, the 
wealth created by the export of minerals does not 
contribute to lessening poverty in the country. Greater 
transparency would thus contribute to making 
investment in the DRC less of a risk, promote 
development in the country, encouraging good 
governance, and reducing the poverty of the people. (dr) 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� June 2010 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
   Regional 

perspectives  
 
Un marché commun de cinq pays 
d'Afrique de l'Est entre en vigueur 
le 1er Juillet 2010 
AFP, Paris, 29/06/10, 2 p. 
 
Résumé des recommandations des 
rapports des organes régionaux de 
la FAO à la 26ème Conférence 
régionale pour l’Afrique 
FAO, Luanda, 07/05/10, 11 p. 
 
Le prix de la bonne gouvernance 
en Afrique ne trouve pas de 
lauréat 
AFP, Paris, 14/06/10, 1 p. 
 

 DRC: UN 
 
Ramarks at inauguration of 
MONUSCO Plaque 
Ban Ki-moon, Kinshasa, 
30/06/10, 2 p. 
 
Echos de la MONUSCO N° 1 
MONUSCO, Kinshasa, 12/07/10, 
8 p. 
 
Remarks at meeting with civil 
society 
Ban Ki-moon, Kinshasa, 
30/06/10, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Agriculture 
 
Bulletin foncier N° 2 
UNHCR, Goma, 25/06/10, 9 p. 
 

DRC: Assassination 
of Floribert Chebeya 

 
Deuil et funérailles nationales pour 
Floribert Chebeya 
VSV et autres, Kinshasa, 15/06/10,  
12 p. 
 
L’ASADHO exhorte les Etats de l’UE 
à faire convoquer une session 
extraordinaire du Conseil des Droits de 
l’Homme sur l’assassinat de Floribert 
Chebeya et la disparition de Fidèle 
Bazana» 
ASADHO, Kinshasa, 20/06/10, 1 p. 
 
Le Parlement européen condamne avec 
fermeté le meurtre de Floribert 
Chebeya 
PE, Strasbourg, 17/06/10, 2 p. 
 
Déclaration à la suite de l’assassinat de 
Floribert Chebeya et de la disparition 
de son chauffeur Bazana 
Vital Kamerhe, Kinshasa, 20/06/10,  
3 p. 
 
Pourquoi Floribert a été assassiné 
Jean-Paul Mopo Kobanda, Paris, 
10/06/10, 4 p. 
 

DRC: Fifty years of 
independence 

 
Discours du Président Kabila 
Joseph Kabila, Kinshasa, 30/06/10, 5 p. 
 
Recommandations aux autorités belges 
pour soutenir les populations 
congolaises dans la reconstruction de 
leur pays 
Synergie Chacha, Bruxelles, 15/06/10, 
20 p. 

Etat des lieux de la situation 
politique : La RDC malade de ses 
dirigeants 
Kongo Times, Bruxelles, 
29/06/10, 24 p. 
 
Cinquante ans après : Des chiffres 
qui nous font honte 
Jean-Jacques Wondo Omanyundu, 
Leuven, 26/06/10, 6 p. 
 
Retour sur un pari perdu 
Colette Braeckman, Le Soir, 
Bruxelles, 28/06/10, 7 p. 
 

DRC: Cooperation 
 
La RDC et le point d’achèvement 
de l’Initiative PPTE 
Digitalcongo.net et autres 
Kinshasa, 14/06/10, 9 p. 
 
Discours du Premier ministre à 
l’occasion de l’atteinte du point 
d’achevement de l’Initiative PPTE 
Adolphe Muzito, Kinshasa, 
08/07/10, 4 p. 
 
L’annulation de la dette doit 
bénéficier aux populations locales 
CNCD-11.11.11 et 11.11.11-
KVNZB, Bruxelles, 02/07/10, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Human 
Rights 

 
Emergency Response to Sexual 
Violence Still Essential 
Refugees International, 
Washington, 28/06/10, 8 p. 
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Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions 
Philip Alston, HRC, New York, 
01/06/10, 34 p. 
 
The complexity of Violence: A 
critical analysis of sexual violence 
in the DRC 
SIDA, Uppsala, 18/05/10, 76 p. 
 
Christian Aid calls for an end to 
attacks on DRC Human Rights 
Activists 
CA, London, 15/06/10, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Churches 
 
Message à l’occasion du 
cinquantenaire de l’indépendance 
de la RDC 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 24/06/10, 11 p. 
 
Le rôle sociétal de l’Eglise et en 
particulier de l’Eglise catholique 
Abbé Richard Mugaruka, Kinshasa, 
17/06/10, 8 p. 
 

DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
EurAc submission to International 
Accounting Standards Board 
consultation on the extractive 
industries 
EurAc, Brussels, 15/06/10, 2 p. 
 
Conflict Minerals and the DRC 
BSR, New York, 13/05/10, 36 p. 
 
Conflict Minerals Forum 
BSR, New York, 13/05/10, 14 p. 
 
Cartographie des motivations 
derrière les conflits : Province 
Orientale 
IPIS, Anvers, 15/06/10, 35 p. 
 
La RDC a tranché dans le litige des 
blocs pétroliers du Lac Albert 
Joseph Kabila, Kinshasa, 18/06/10, 
7 p. 
 

DRC: Civil Society 
 
Communiqué du CDCE sur le 
report des élections  
CDCE, Kinshasa, 19/05/10, 1 p. 
 

Burundi: 
Cooperation 

 
Le Burundi face à l’impératif de 
l’intégration régionale : L’atout du 
Bassin du Lac Tanganyika 
Paul Frix, Bruxelles, 03/07/10,  
34 p. 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Déclaration d’organisations de la 
société civile burundaise sur les 
atteintes aux Droits de l’Homme. 
Société civile du Burundi, 
Bujumbura, 07/07/10, 3 p. 
 
Violence, Rights Violations Mar 
Elections 
HRW, Nairobi, 01/07/10, 4 p. 
 

Burundi: Elections 
 
Appel au calme à la veille de la 
présidentielle 
FIDH et Iteka, Bujumbura, 
25/06/10, 2 p. 
 
Rapport d’observation des élections 
communales du 24 mai 2010 
COSOME, Bujumbura, 24/06/10,  
9 p. 
 
Déclaration préliminaire sur les 
élections présidentielles du 28 juin 
2010 
COSOME, Bujumbura, 02/07/10, 
3 p. 
 
Analyse sur la participation de la 
femme dans les organes dirigeants 
des partis politiques 
OAG, Bujumbura, 31/05/10, 52 p. 
 
Contexte politique et sécuritaire à la 
veille des élections de 2010 
OAG, Bujumbura, 30/04/10, 69 p. 
 

Burundi: Politics 
 
The Burundi Peace Process : From 
Civil War to Conditional Peace 
ISS, Pretoria, 25/06/10, 150 p. 
 

Burundi: Press 
 
Journalists under threat from 
mounting violence and political 
unrest 
RWB, Paris, 16/06/10, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: 
Cooperation 

 
UK Parliament : Questions on 
Rwanda 
House of Commons, London, 
06/07/10, 2 p. 
 
Coup de froid diplomatique entre 
Kigali et Pretoria 
AFP, Kigali, 07/07/10, 3 p. 

Rwanda: Human 
Rights 

 
Stop Attacks on Journalists, 
Opponents 
HRW, New York, 26/06/10, 4 p. 
 

Rwanda: Genocide 
 
US Congress urges the Government of 
Rwanda to immediately release Peter 
Erlinder 
US Congress, New York, 08/06/10,  
2 p. 
 
US calls for Rwanda to release 
Professor Peter Erlinder 
AP, Washington, 03/06/10, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
EurAc is concerned about the violence 
and the democratic deficit  
EurAc, Brussels, 03/07/10, 2 p. 
 
Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa, le 
général rwandais dissident, dérange 
Laurent d’ERSU, La Croix.com, Paris, 
21/06/10, 2 p. 
 
La main de fer 
Eleneus Akanga, Un monde libre, 
Paris, 29/06/07/10, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Press 
 
Déclaration sur l'assassinat de Jean-
Léonard Cherif Rugambage 
Forum des Editeurs Africains, 
Kinshasa, 28/06/10, 1 p. 
 
Shocking murder. Newspaper’s deputy 
editor gunned down outside home in 
Kigali 
RWB, Paris, 25/06/10, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Refugees 
 
A Dangerous Impasse : Rwandan 
Refugees in Uganda 
IRRI, New York, 28/06/10, 48 p. 
 

Rwanda: Civil Society
 
Rapport sur l’état d’avancement du 
processus d’observation des  élections 
présidentielles du 09 août 2010 au 
Rwanda 
LDGL, Kigali, 25/06/10, 6 p. 
 
Report exposes sham NGOs 
The New Times, Kigali, 16/06/10, 2 p. 
 


