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As Dadaab refugee camps continue to receive a significant
number of new arrivals, the deadlock on the decongestion
/relocation exercise in Ifo camp continues to put pressure
on existing facilities for refugees and host communities
in Dadaab. The Government of Kenya and UNHCR are
closely working together to resolve the impasse on the
extended site. Dadaab is the largest refugee camp in the
world hosting 322,433 refugees. Kukuma and Nairobi
host 82,409 and 46,622 refugees respectively. The
conflict in Somalia’s Beled Hawa town resulted in 14, 072
Somalis fleeing and seeking asylum in Kenya’s Mandera’s
town following weeks of violence. The asylum seekers have
been camping at Garba Qoley holding site expected to close
soon as asylum seekers are encouraged to return home,
amid protection concerns from aid agencies.  (Source: UNHCR)
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The 2011+EHRP is funded at 40 per cent with US$ 209, 625,753
million received from the requested US$525 million. Some critical
sectors in drought response [Coordination, Agriculture and
Livestock, Health, and WASH] are poorly funded at zero to 27 per
cent only. 

Pastoral food security, dependant on livestock,
in Moyale, Marsabit, Isiolo, Mandera, Wajir and
northern Garissa is likely to deteriorate rapidly
in the next two months, after grazing resources
are depleted, and may result in livestock deaths.
The most affected households have experienced
two consecutive below-normal rainfall seasons
and are yet to fully recover from the effects of
the prolonged 2007-2009 drought. The price of
maize is likely to increase throughout the country
as local demand rises and in part due to absence
of a clear substitute. (Source: Fewsnet)

Drought has led to food security deterioration and in an increase
of food beneficiary figures from the current 1.6 million to 2.4
million people.  (Source: GoK/ KFSSG, WFP)

On 2nd March, 2011, a ferocious fire razed to the ground,
hundreds of houses in three estates in one of Nairobi’s Slums
Mukuru Fuata Nyayo, Kayaba and Marigoini estates, leaving one
child dead, several people missing and more than 1700
households [8,500 people] homeless and stripped of their property
and livelihoods. The city of Nairobi has seen an increase in the
rates of fires that have been reported since January 2011. In total,
between the month of January and 10th February 2011, 71 fires
were reported in Nairobi alone. Sectorial response to the urban
disaster has been limited is limited. (Source: NDOC, KRCS, GOAL).

Current water shortages in pastoral areas are manifested in
reduced water consumption from a normal of 8-15 liters per
person per day to the current 3-10 liters per person per day.
Waiting time in water sources has increased up to 5-8 hours in
Isiolo, Wajir and Moyale. Water trucking has become an important
source of water, with 30-50 water trucking sites per district, in
Marsabit, Moyale, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa and Isiolo.
(Source: Fewsnet)

There is mounting protection concerns over the Government of
Kenya’s position to close a temporary holding site in Mandera
where the 14, 072 Somalis are hosted following conflict in
neighboring Beled Hawa. UNHCR is having talks
with the GoK on concerns of forced returns.  Meanwhile protests
by post-election violence (PEV) IDPs over delayed resettlement
continue. Some 6238 families in 20 Self Help Groups from the
PEV are yet to be resettled. Mau evictions have also left some
30 000 people displaced. (Source: GoK/MoSSP, KRCS)

There is mounting concern that drought conditions will deteriorate
following indication from weather experts that the Long Rains (March
-June) will be delayed and that distribution of rainfall is expected to
be erratic. There are currently 2.4 million people in need of water
assistance and food aid before Kenya sees the next harvest in June
/July 2011. Funding to the consolidated appeals is paramount to
avert severe drought effects in coming months. (Source: Fewsnet,
Kenya Meteorological Department, KRCS)

The Kenya/Somalia cross border conflict temporarily displaced thousands of Kenyans and Somalis in Mandera town. Fighting has subsided but tensions remain high in that region.
Drought remains a key priority for response for the Government of Kenya, donors, humanitarian & development actors. The Regional Humanitarian Partnership Team in March 2011
noted that plans in place for response in Kenya are adequate and need to be urgently funded to avert severe drought impacts on populations. Other humanitarian concerns include
urban disasters [fires] and continuing issues associated with resettlement of IDPs from the 2007/08 post election violence. 
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A total of 14 cumulative killings were reported from Turkana,
Marsabit, Samburu and along the Kenya - Sudan border between
January and February 2011. The killings occurred mainly on
grazing grounds and during retaliatory attacks.  (Source: OCHA
Conflict Tracking Report)
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There are reports that children in schools are
dropping out due to lack of water, as well as
overcrowding in some areas where families
have moved to access water. UNICEF is looking
at supporting some schools that have admitted
new pupils this year with Instructional materials.
(Source: UNICEF)
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Health/Nutrition
The Nutrition Sector has increased the number of districts under alert
stages of food insecurity from nine to fourteen, with  more than 112,906
children under five, estimated to be suffering from acute malnutrition.
The districts are Marsabit, Moyale, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Isiolo,
Turkana, Baringo and Kwale. The Sector is reviewing the list of the
districts and will potentially extend the number to 14 districts
following the SRA results (Source: UNICEF).
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