
  

  Country • Tajikistan   
   Situation Report #1 
   Date/Time 15 may 2009 
 
 
 
This report was issued by the OCHA RDRA Office for Central Asia, based on information reported by the Tajik 
disaster management coordination system (REACT) and UN Resident Coordinators office. It covers the period 
from 21 April to 15 May 2009. The next report will be issued on or around 22 May 2009. 
 
 

 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

 Mud flow in Khatlon Province displaces 300 families on top of 114 families displaced on 21 
April in the same area; 

 Continuous heavy rains throughout the country since 21st April have caused floods and 
mud flows in more than 25 districts, killing more than 21 people and stretching in-country 
resources;  

 Overall, 15,000 people have been affected and 734 families have lost their homes; 
 Emergency stocks are depleted, including those of the Tajik Red Crescent Society and need 

urgent replenishment, particularly shelter materials (tents), food, water and sanitation and 
early recovery materials.  

 The food security appeal for Tajikistan is only 50% funded.  
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 



 

 
II. Situation Overview 

On 14 May 2009 at 13.00 a mudflow in Aini Jamoat, Khuroson District, Khatlon Province damaged 200 houses 
and affected some 6,000 people, of which 300 families have been displaced. An earlier mudflow on 21 April 
2009 in the same area destroyed 66 houses and left 114 families without shelter, food and access to clean 
drinking water. One of the district hospitals (nr. 2) has also been covered by mud. The affected area 

stretches three villages and one settlement (village 18th 
Parts’ezdi Bolo, 18th Parts’ezdi Poyon, Halkajar and Uyali 
settlement) and is currently difficult to access. Thus far no 
deaths or injuries have been reported. Heavy rains 
continue in the area and could trigger further damage.  
 
A tent-camp has been erected in support of the 114 
families displaced by the first mud flow. Their living 
conditions are deteriorating due to continued heavy rains. 
The population affected by the second mudflow is hosted 
by relatives or staying in nearby schools and mosques. A 
field currently under wheat cultivation will be cleared for 
resettlement of those displaced by the disasters.  

 
Heavy rains have been reported throughout the country and are simultaneously affecting several areas. 
According to the information received from the Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defence under 
the Government of Tajikistan, starting from April 20th until 15th of May, a total of 25 districts have been 
affected by various types of disasters, killing 21 people.  
 
On 15 May three more districts along the border with 
Afghanistan have reportedly been affected by floods. 
Assessment of damage by REACT teams is currently 
ongoing. In total some 15,000 people have been affected by 
floods or mud flows thus far, of which 734 families (3,600 
people) have lost their houses.  

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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While the government of Tajikistan, with help from REACT1 
partners, has thus far been able to respond to the 
emergencies, the combined effect is starting to stretch in-
country resources. The Tajik Red Crescent Society is 
reporting that it has run out of stock and is in the process of 
putting together an emergency appeal for replenishment, with 
help from the Federation. The purpose of this situation report is to alert the international community of this in 
light of anticipated further flooding, due to continuing heavy rainfall and melting of snow-water in the 
mountains.  
 
More detailed information on this series of floods and mudflows is provided in REACT rapid assessment and 
situation reports, which have been placed on Reliefweb.   
 

 
III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Agriculture  
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, from the beginning of the season up to 12 May, 2009, natural 
disasters have damaged in total 14 thousand hectares of land, which in monetary term measured 
approximately US$ 1 million. From this, 5 thousand hectares are cotton fields, 696 hectares are vegetable 
fields, 124 hectares are potato fields, about 4 thousand hectares are grain fields, 718 hectares are cultivated 
with melons and 349 hectares are fodder fields. Also, about 2 thousand hectares of small-holder vegetable 
gardens and one thousand hectares of vineyards were damaged. Khatlon and Sughd Provinces seem worst 
affected.  

 
1 REACT is the local disaster management coordination mechanism between government, UN agencies, Red Crescent organizations, 
NGOs and private sector.  



 
Despite losses caused by the heavy rains, it is expected that the grain harvest this year will actually grow due 
to larger areas under cultivation. Farmers have been advised to replant their lands with corn as the growing 
season for most other crops has passed. 
 
Locust infestation has infected some 56 thousand hectares, of which 44 thousand have already been treated. 
For further treatment of the affected areas farmers require tractors and hand-sprays.  
 
Emergency Shelter 
The 300 newly displaced families will need to be relocated to a tent-camp. IFRC has committed to provide an 
additional 150 tents, leaving an outstanding need of 150 tents. OCHA has made a second cash grant 
available that will go a long way in the provision of this. Additional tents are needed to replenish stocks. Extra 
bedding, clothing and kitchen utensils are also still needed. No specific quantities have been reported.   
 
Food and Nutrition 
The displaced families lost their crops and food stocks. The local authorities of Khatlon have promised to 
provide food support for one week. Save the Children, UNICEF and WFP have also provided some basic food 
commodities. More detailed food security monitoring is ongoing as part of a wider humanitarian response to 
food insecurity in the country for which a focused food-security appeal has been launched in September 
2008. This appeal is 50% funded. Additional funding will be required to support the food insecure, including 
these new groups.   
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
The displaced families will continue to require water and sanitation support until proper resettlement has 
taken place. Water tanks and fuel for water tinkering will be provided as part of the OCHA cash grant and 
UNICEF has provided water purification tablets, jerry cans and soap. Further support to water tinkering, 
chlorine and water purification tablets is needed.  
 
Early Recovery 
The government has promised to provide disaster safe land for reconstruction of houses. Construction 
materials (cement, steel framework, timber wood, roofing, windows, doors etc) and construction tools are 
urgently needed for reconstruction; as well as trainings on disaster proof/seismic proof construction. 
 

 
IV. Coordination 

Coordination is provided through Tajikistan’s REACT system, a local disaster management coordination 
mechanism between government, UN agencies, Red Cross/Red Crescent movement, NGOs and private 
sector. REACT Rapid Assessment Teams are already on-site, providing partners with assessment data and 
situation updates. Regular REACT meetings have been held in Dushanbe as well as at the sub-national level 
to ensure effective coordination.   
 

 
V. Funding 

 In response to the 21 April 2009 mud flow in Aini Jamoat, UN-OCHA has provided a cash grant of 
US$ 31,250 for the purchase of tents and fuel for water tinkering.  

 In response to the 14 May 2009 mud flow in the same area, UN-OCHA has bee requested a further 
cash grant for US$ 87,000 for the purchase of additional tents, household items (HEAP – family 
humanitarian assistance packages) and fuel for water tinkering.  

 IFRC has allocated US$ 118,472 from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the 
displaced population with 232 plastic sheeting, 1,160 mattresses, 1,160 blankets, 1,160 bed-linen 
sets, 1,160 pillows, 232 hygiene kits, 232 cooking sets, 232 water cans (20ltrs), 464 buckets, 464 
hoes, and 464 shovels. The funds will further be used to replenish the Red Crescent National 
Society’s emergency stocks.  

 GTZ has made US$ 30,000 available for emergency relief items.  
 

All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
UN Offices in Tajikistan: Mr. Rastislav Vrbensky, UN Resident Coordinator a.i.  
Email: rastislav.vrbensky@undp.org, Phone Tel: (+992 47) 441-06-41 / 441-06-70  
 
OCHA Offices in Almaty: Gabriella Waaijman, Regional Disaster Response Advisor  
Email: waaijman@un.org ; Phone +77777 809 071 
 
UN-OCHA Desk Officer in New York: Mr. Charles Bernimolin 
Email: bernimolin@un.org ; +1 917 367 8116 
 
Press contact: OCHA Geneva Ms. Elizabeth Byrs 
E-mail: byrs@un.org; Tel. + 41 22 917 2653 ; Fax: + 41 22 917 0020 
 
Press contact: OCHA New York Ms. Christina Bennett 
E-mail: bennett1@un.org, Tel: + 1 917 367 8059, Fax: + 1 212 963 1312 
 
For more information, please visit www.reliefweb.int; www.humanitarianappeal.net; www.untj.org/disaster-
management
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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