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• Two months after the earthquake and tsunami, President Piñera released a full national assessment of 

actions taken by the Government. 
 

• The Ministry of Education met the president's goal which set April 25 as the deadline for all students to 
begin their school year. 

 
• The Emergency Committee of the Ministry of the Interior has reconvened WASH sector coordination 

meetings to occur every two weeks at the national level.  
 

 
• Two months after the earthquake and tsunami, President Piñera restated that due to the earthquake: 

o 2 million people were affected; 
o 370,000 homes, 73 hospitals, 4,012 schools, representing nearly half the schools in affected 

areas, were damaged or completely destroyed; 
o The estimated cost of damage is nearly USD 30 billion, equivalent to 17% of the gross 

domestic product of Chile. 
 

• The Reconstruction Plan announced by the government includes several measures: 
o Deliver 200, 000 grants for housing repair and reconstruction; 
o Implement 12 reconstruction master plans in the most devastated cities; 
o Restore 79 hospitals and 150 clinics;  
o Rebuild 1,000 schools, 300 kindergartens and nurseries; 
o Repair ports, rural drinking water systems, public buildings, prisons and justice centers, as 

well as rainwater collectors and reservoirs. 
 

• The Minister of Finance presented the financing program for the reconstruction of the country includes 
the following tax measures:  

o A temporary increase in corporate tax;  
o Modifications of royalties fees for mining companies; 
o A temporary increase in higher value contributions; 
o A permanent increase in the tobacco tax. 

Additionally, the financing plan includes a reallocation of public resources for USD 730 million, a new law 
on donations, the sale of noncore state assets, the emission of two global debt bonds for USD 1.5 billion- 
one in Chilean pesos for USD 500 million- the moderate use of the Economic Social Stabilization Fund 
and the Fund of the Ley Reservada del Cobre. These measures will be complemented by a strong 
stimulus to investment through investment incentives for small and medium enterprises, the maintenance 
of the stamp tax at 0.6% and the accelerated depreciation for investment in fixed assets for the period 
2010 -2012. 

 
• According to UNICEF, the Government and humanitarian agencies are focusing their efforts on providing 

integral sanitation solutions – toilet, shower and sink – to the shelters that have been established and to 
those that will be installed in the near future. The main need for the installation of sanitary units is to know 
the characteristics of access to water/sewer in each shelter and the number of families housed. 

I. Highlights/Key Priorities 

II. Situation Overview 
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• On May 1st an aftershock of magnitude 5 on the Richter scale was registered in the Metropolitan and 

Valparaiso regions. Its epicenter was located 27 kilometers from Valparaiso and 122 km from Santiago. 
On May 2nd a strong aftershock of magnitude 5.9 on the Richter scale was recorded in the central-south. 
The U.S. Seismological Service confirmed that the epicenter was located in the O'Higgins region, 130 
kilometers from Santiago. The National Emergency Office of the Ministry of Interior (ONEMI) reported 
that the earthquake caused the saturation of the telephone service in the O'Higgins region. 

 

 
Early Recovery 
 

• The Industrial Development Society (SOFOFA), which is composed by various industrial companies of the 
country, has announced that industrial production decreased 19.4% in March as a result of the earthquake 
and tsunami. SOFOFA also detailed that industry sales fell by 14.1% in the third month of this year. 

 
Response 
 

• During the presentation of the national assessment of the actions taken by the Government, the 
President outlined the following: 

o The creation of 60,000 jobs for reconstruction in affected areas and the bonus for the 
recruitment and retention of 40,000 jobs in addition to another 20,000 jobs created by the 
Army Corps of Labor in 62 districts affected by the earthquake; 

o Reconstruction subsidies for small and medium companies: USD 40 million through the 
Technical Cooperation Service (SERCOTEC) and USD 120 million through the 
Reconstruction Fund; 

o The plan "Volver a la Mar" that helps subsidize 75% of the cost of fishing boats; 
o The draft law that creates the National Reconstruction Fund and establishes incentives for 

donors in case of disaster was submitted to the Congress, as well as the draft law that 
creates more flexible requirements for access to unemployment benefits. 

 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
 
Needs 
 

• The Ministry of Agriculture has released preliminary damage estimates for the agricultural sector and, as 
reported, the earthquake affected an area of approximately 460,000 hectares under irrigation in the 
regions of O'Higgins, Maule, Bio Bio and La Araucanía. Damages to grains storage infrastructures and 
processing plants (in particular for wheat flour production) and limited access to fuel could delay the 
maize and rice crops harvesting that are currently underway.  

 
Response 
 

• The Government allocated an additional 8 billion pesos (approx. USD 15.4 million) to the Ministry of 
Agriculture for the repair of canals and reservoirs that were damaged by the earthquake. Of the total 
allocated, 2 billion pesos (approx. USD 3.8 million) will be given to the National Institute of Agricultural 
Development (INDAP) and 6,000 million pesos (approx. USD 11.6 million) to the National Irrigation 
Commission (CNR). 

 
Shelters/Temporary Housing 
 
Response 
 

• President Piñera released a balance of the activities developed by the government in the temporary 
housing sector : 

o 23,986 temporary shelters have been built, which means 60% of the total committed; 
o 20,327 tents have been distributed; 
o 16,000 families have received support for home repair through the program “Manos a la 

obra”, completing 37% of the program implementation. 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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• Chile has signed an agreement with the International Cooperation Agency of Japan for the construction of 

earthquake-resistant homes in Chile and the development of an early warning system for earthquakes and 
tsunamis. 

 
• On April 27, the governor of the Bio Bio region has announced that so far nearly 6,000 temporary houses 

have been built out of the 17,000 needed in the entire region. The governor ensured that the remaining 
temporary houses will be installed before winter.  

 
• Two months after the earthquake and tsunami, the NGO Un Techo Para Chile (UTPCH) continues to work 

in the construction of emergency housing to reach affected families. The NGO’s commitment is to build 20, 
000 emergency houses before the end of May. The NGO has built so far 11,149 emergency shelters in the 
worst affected areas exceeding 50% of the total committed, with 15 billion pesos (approx. USD 29 million) 
provided by the program "Chile ayuda Chile." 

 
• The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) will provide 1,600 families 

of the Maule and Bio Bio regions with tents and at least one nylon tent cover designed to protect it from 
weather conditions. Other 8,400 families will either receive construction tools, materials for reconstruction 
or enhancement of structures through a voucher/debit card, which is in process of being issued. 

 
• The German Red Cross aims to benefit 600 families with temporary shelters through an agreement with 

the NGO Un techo para Chile which will provide the “mediaguas”. The German Red Cross will deliver 
materials to build or complement the “mediaguas” with latrines, or water and sanitation services.  

 
Food and Nutrition 
 
Response 
 

• As of April 26, National Board of Student Aid and Scholarships (JUNAEB) is delivering approximately 
9,477 breakfast, lunch, tea and / or dinner services for a total of 4,341 people in 14 municipalities in the 
Valparaíso, Metropolitana, O'Higgins, Maule and Bio Bio regions.  

 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
 

• According to the Department of Sanitary Service (SISS), the supply of drinking water through the general 
distribution system was restored for all customers in the Bio Bio region. To date, in all regions affected by 
the earthquake, 100% of the population receives drinking water through the general distribution system. 
Works will continue for the full normalization of water supply pressures in all the areas that still have 
problems. 

 
• In rural areas, on-going efforts are still focused on reestablishing the rural water systems identified by the 

Department of Sanitary Works and the Emergency Committee. In urban areas, water and sanitation 
systems are being fixed as problems are identified.  

 
Response 
 

• The WASH sector group has identified the necessity to work at a regional level in order to best address the 
needs of affected communities. A meeting in the Bio Bio region is being planned.  

 
• UNICEF and the Ministry of Planning/FOSIS have created a new technical document called 

“Systematization of Sanitary Modules/Service Centers for Villages,” which has made possible to share the 
baseline implementation methods of sanitary solutions. 

 
• PAHO has received the official request from the Ministry of Health (MINSAL) for the implementation of the 

environmental health plan that includes monitoring of potable water, solid waste disposal in hospitals and 
urban areas, food safety and hygiene promotion activities. This plan is aimed at monitoring the basic 
sanitary conditions in cooperation with the intervention undertaken by the Ministry of Planning 
(MIDEPLAN).  
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• To date, Chilean Red Cross (CRC) has installed six 5,000-litre water tanks and three 11,000-litre water 
tanks in the Maule and Bio Bio regions. Each 11,000-litre tank has the capacity to provide an average of 
2,500 families per day with water. The CRC has established agreements with both local municipalities and 
fire-fighters to manage the water tanks. CRC monitors water quality and works to prevent the re-pollution 
of the water and reduce the risk of the spread of diseases by promoting basic hygiene norms in the 
community. 

 
Health 
 
Response 
 

• President Piñera issued a balance of activities undertaken by the Government in the health sector:  
o 14 modular hospitals installed; 
o 55 hospitals repaired with more than 1,000 beds available; 
o Repairs have begun in 12 rural clinics and in the primary care network; 
o 1.4 million doses of vaccination against influenza H1N1 has been distributed, completing 

70% of the total; 
o 11,000 children have been vaccinated against hepatitis A in Talcahuano, as well as all the 

volunteers in the area. 
 

• MINSAL has announced that it is running the campaign of immunization against the H1N1 influenza in the 
emergency zone. Only the second dose for at risk groups in four regions affected by the earthquake is 
lacking. MINSAL has announced that will include the pneumococcal vaccination as part of the 
immunization schedule in the second half of the year, for which 20,000 doses are required. Furthermore, it 
is urgent to have a mobile vaccination unit for vaccination activities to reach the entire population at risk in 
areas affected by the earthquake. 

 
• The disaster department of MINSAL is preparing the National Plan for Emergencies and Disasters, which 

will be part of the national plan. PAHO will support the restoration and strengthening of the radio network 
through the provision of equipments to the Regional Ministerial Secretaries (SEREMI). 

 
• PAHO / WHO continues with the purchase and placement of medical equipments according to the 

ministerial agreement. During the next week, it will buy eight generators and equipments for clinical 
laboratories and the Institute of Public Health. Two national workshops for the assessment of hospitals 
with a focus on “safety in hospital” will be provided.  

 
• PAHO has produced the final version of the guide of recommendations for disease prevention, which will 

be distributed through the SEREMI in O’Higgins, Maule and Bio Bio regions, reaching 30,000 people. The 
printing process and distribution activities will start after May 3. 

 
• The Emergency Response Unit (ERU) of the Spanish Red Cross in Hualañé (Maule region) continues to 

work with CRC volunteers and local health staff in order to provide emergency and preventive health care 
in the region. To date, this ERU has provided basic health services to 2,604 individuals in Hualañé. 

 
Education 
 
Response 
 

• The Ministry of Education met the president's goal, which set April 25 as the deadline for all students to 
begin their school year. As of March 11, 1.2 million children were without schools and 4,000 schools were 
not operational. Many of these students began their classes inside buses, tents, churches and police 
stations because otherwise they would have missed part of their school year. The Minister of Education 
announced that all educational establishments will be operating in their original buildings within three 
months. There are 15 schools that are operating in field-tents in the Maule Region and 36 in the Bio Bio 
Region. 

 
• The Minister of Education has reported on the situation of municipal educational buildings: 51 schools and 

colleges need to be completely rebuilt, 106 schools and colleges with severe structural damage need to be 
restored and around 1,000 colleges with moderate damage need to be repaired.  
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Protection 
 
Response 

• The Spanish Red Cross psychosocial support ERU has trained over 30 CRC volunteers in the detection of 
psychosocial intervention needs, techniques, and practices such as Psychological First Aid and Post-
traumatic Stress Management. These individuals will continue to support national-level intervention needs 
in order to contribute to the mental health improvement of the disaster-affected population. At the local 
level, this ERU has provided approximately 200 children and adults with individual and group psychosocial 
support services. 

 
• In the framework of the CERF funded project, UNICEF has distributed: 

o A total of 15,000 backpacks and school materials in O’Higgin Maule and Bio Bio regions; 
o 150 Educational Kits for children 0-12 years of age in health care facilities, rural primary health 

care unit, kindergartens of the National Kindergarten Association in La Araucanía region; 
o A total of 14 Recreational Kits to juvenile detention centers in Maule and Bio Bio regions; 
o A total of 9,400 booklets How Do I Feel? to children and 4,410 guides Rebuilding Children’s 

Lives: A Guide to Families, through the National Kindergarten Association and the Ministry of 
Education and through the UNICEF’s Caravan of Happiness.  

 
• This week, a total of six psycho-emotional support workshops for the professional staff of the Ministry of 

Planning/FOSIS were completed: three in Rancagua (O’Higgins region), one in Cañete (Bio Bio region) 
and two in Pelarco and Linares (Maule region).  

 
Logistics 
 
Response 
 

• President Piñera issued a balance of activities undertaken by the Government in the area of infrastructure 
and public works: 

o 173,000 million pesos (approx. USD 334 million) are being invested in public works in order 
to address the full recovery of transportation infrastructure including the repair of bridges, 
ports and airports; 

o The government has repaired more than 1,350 kilometers of destroyed roads, installed 
dozens of mechanical bridges and repaired 191 bridges; 

o More than 2.2 million cubic meters of debris has been removed, which represents 43% of the 
total. 

 
• The Ministry of Public Works began the repair of the bridge Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez located in 

Constitución in the Maule region. The work represents a MOP investment of more than 1,800 million pesos 
(approx. USD 3.4 million) and it will connect the coastal areas of Maule with the rest of the region. 

 
• The Army School of Engineers installed a floating bridge 85.6 meters long on the river Tubul (Bio Bio 

region). The viaduct that connected this port with the town of Arauco was destroyed by the earthquake. 
 

• The Training Foundation Vida Rural is implementing the project "ChileConect@Chile", in order to connect 
affected people and their families. The goal of the project is to enable mobile computer rooms and install 
fixed computers rooms with 15 computers connected to the Internet in the most affected areas. 
Additionally, the organization is planning to organize training in digital literacy and computer skills 
certification. 

 

 
• An expert in information management regarding shelter from the IFRC’s shelter department has arrived 

in Chile to support the Ministry of Planning (Mideplan). She is working on the process of identifying the 
affected population’s housing needs at municipal level employing information from State sources, the 
CRC, the UN system and national and international NGOs. 

 

IV. Coordination 
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• UNICEF continues providing technical assistance to government counterparts to assess the on-going 
needs of children, as well as to coordinate the distribution of educational materials. 

 
• UNETT is meeting once a week to share information about the progress made in the implementation of 

the projects funded by the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). The information consultant of 
the IFRC and a representative from Mideplan and one from Foreign Affairs participated in the last UNETT 
meeting. 

 

 
• The appeal launched by the IFRC amounts to 13,086,822 Swiss francs (USD 12,898,800). The current 

appeal coverage, which does not include pledges not yet registered, stands at 80% of the total. 
 
• The UK and Japan UNICEF National Committees, through their thematic emergency contributions, 

directed USD 55,428.84 (UK) and USD 100,967.16 (Japan) to humanitarian activities in Chile.  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int 
 
 

 
Please contact: 
Michael Granadillo 
UN Coordination Associate 
Tel: 56 2 654-1042 
Email: Michael.granadillo@undp.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.redhum.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


