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1. Description of the situation 
In the second half of June, heavy 
rainfalls affected large parts of 
Romania, especially regions in the 
center and the north-east of the 
county. After smaller floods in the 
center of the country on June 26th 
several villages in the counties of 
Suceava, Neamt, Iasi, and Bacau, all 
in eastern Romania have been 
flooded. 

On June 28th, parts of the town 
Dorohoi (with a population of about 
30,000 inhabitants), county Botosani, 
in the north-east of the country got 
flooded. About 1,700 persons have 
been evacuated from their houses, 6 
persons died in the town. 
Representatives of the municipality 
declared that 48 houses have broken down already, 294 are severely damaged and in danger to 
break down. 550 more houses are damaged by the water. 

Floods continued along the river Siret, a region already affected by serious floods in 2008, when 
about 1,600 houses have been destroyed. Starting from Tuesday, June 29th, more than 15,000 
persons have been evacuated from villages along the river in the counties of Suceava, Iasi, Neamt, 

and Bacau. 

On June 30th and July 1st large parts of the villages 
Rotunda and Buruienesti on the eastern side of the 
Siret, which are not protected by a dike, got flooded. 
The population has been evacuated. Intervention 
forced provided some tents, but most people went 
relatives in other villages or in other save places 
close to the village. In Buruienesti about 100 
persons found shelter in the Catholic parish and in a 
Caritas social center. 

On 1st July in Tamaseni (on the western side of the 
river) the dike has broken and a part of the village 
got flooded. Here as well hundreds of people had to 
be evacuated. On July 3rd and 4th the villages 
Saucesti and Schinen, more to the south in Bacau 
county got flooded.  

Meanwhile the water has withdrawn from the flooded areas in North-Eastern Romania and 
along the river Siret. Most people returned to their houses and started cleaning-up 
activities.

Assessment in Buruienesti 
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Problems are continuing to appear on the Danube, where the rivers Danube, Siret and 
Prut join. At Galati the Danube is already above its historic maximum level from 2006, the 
peak will be reached on Friday. To protect the city, a 4,5 km long dike from sand-bags has 
been built during the last days. 
In the Tulcea county several villages, most 
of them in the Danube Delta (especially in 
the region north of the city of Tulcea), are 
flooded completely, dikes proved to be too 
small or too weak to resist the high pressure 
of the Danube. In the village Tudor 
Vladimirescu (belonging to the city of 
Tulcea, situated on the opposite side of the 
Danube and reachable only by boat) 68 
houses are flooded. The main-street of 
Patlageanca is 2 meters under water, all 
houses (about 133 houses) are flooded. There is no higher place around the village where 
people could find shelter, so they are still living in their flooded houses.  
Situation of the population in the affected regions: 
In most regions (except at the Danube) people could return to their homes. A still unknown 
number of houses is completely destroyed, several thousand houses have been flooded. 
At the moment people are cleaning their homes and started to repair the damages. 
There is a special situation is in the regions already affected by floods in 2008 (counties of 
Bacau and Neamt). With support of the government several hundred houses have been 
reconstructed in this region. Families invested all their available resources (in many cases 
they took even loans from banks) in finishing these houses. Even if most of these houses 
are not destroyed completely (being built from more resistant materials than traditional 
houses), there are again considerable damages and people lost what they have invested 
during the last two years. 
The main source of income in most villages affected by the floods is small scale 
agriculture. In many cases the gardens and croplands have been flooded destroying the 
harvest of this year. 
Another urgent issue is the supply with drinking water. In most villages people depend on 
their own wells, which have been flooded and cannot be used for the moment. 
The villages in the Danube Delta are still under water. Some people are evacuated, most 
are staying in their or neighbor’s houses (in the attic or in houses with higher foundations). 
Transportation is possible only by boat. In these villages there is an urgent need of 
drinking water, food and animal fodder. Damages on the houses can be assessed only 
after the water has withdrawn.  
At the moment no official centralized information is available about the number of affected 
people and damaged or destroyed houses. A total of 24 persons have died until now in the 
floods and more than 18,140 persons have been evacuated temporarily from their homes 
(most of whom already have returned). 

2. What is Caritas doing 
Beginning from June 29th 2010, Caritas teams started to visit the counties of Alba, Bacău, 
Botoşani, Harghita, Neamt, Suceava and Tulcea to assess the situation in the regions 
affected by floods and to observe the effects of the floods on the homes and homesteads, 
but also on the gardens and agricultural fields. 

Patlageanca – Danube Delta 
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The most effected regions are in the eastern 
part of the country in Moldova. Here Caritas 
Iasi organized its first intervention in the town 
Dorohoi and in the villages Pomarla and 
Hiliseu Closca in Botosani county. On 1st of 
July the Caritas team distributed 1000 litres of 
water, 500 food packages (with ready-to-eat 
food) and 200 packages with cleaning 
products. A team of specialists in psycho-
social support for persons affected by 
disasters worked in Dorohoi un 1st and 2nd 
July. 
Relief programs by Caritas continued in 
Buruienesti, county of Neamt, where about 
100 persons from the flooded part of the village found shelter in a Caritas social center and 
the parish house. All people received warm meals. Caritas provided mattresses, blankets, 
1000 liters of drinking water and 500 food packages. 
On July 6th, Caritas distributed 140 packages with cleaning materials, containing 
detergents for clothes, dishes and cleaning furniture; cleaning sponges, a brush, a broom, 
and a bucket with mop. 

Caritas Iasi procured two pumps and 
disinfectants in order to clean and disinfect 
the wells in Buruienesti. On July 8th a team, 
compound of a Caritas employee and 
volunteers from the village, started to pump 
out the water of the wells. 
Starting on July 8th, 60 young people from 
Buruienesti (age 14 to 35) participate in a so 
called “campus”, organized by the Catholic 
Parish of the village together with Caritas. 
The participants will assist elderly, sick and 
handicapped persons in cleaning their 
houses and courtyards. They will also clean 
the streets of the village and a small river 
which is crossing the village.  

The Romanian Caritas Confederation has sent 15 dehumidifiers from its national 
emergency warehouse to Buruienesti. During the next weeks every affected family will 
receive a dehumidifier to be used to dry their home for a period of two weeks. 
In the village Rotunda (also in Neamt county), Caritas distributed 60 packages with 
cleaning materials. In Bacau county, Caritas distributed 250 food packages (ready-to-eat 
food) and 80 packages with cleaning materials for families returning to their flooded 
houses. 
In Ciumbrud, Alba county, a team of Caritas Alba Iulia also distributed packages with 
cleaning materials. 
On July 9th Caritas Bucharest provided 5,000 litres of water and 500 food packages for the 
village of Patlageanca. All the relief-items had to be transported by boat to the landing-
stage of the village. People came with their own small boats to take 10 liters of water per 
person and a food package with ready-to-eat food. 

Distribution of cleaning packages 

Caritas team cleaning wells in Buruienesti 



 

Situation Report 2 – Caritas Romania  Pag. 4 

3. Further plans 
During the following days, in Buruienesti, Neamt 
county, the following activities will be implemented: 

 Cleaning of wells: – this activity will continue 
until all affected families will have access 
toclean drinking water. 

 Campus for children – together with the 
catholic parish a campus for about 300 children 
will be organized. Personal hygiene after floods 
will be one of the main subject during the 
campus. 

 Psycho-social support: – a team for psycho-
social support from Caritas Iasi will be present 
in the village to gather more information about 
the affected families and to identify the families 
who need further help.  

During the following period, Caritas teams will 
continue also the assessment in the affected regions 
to learn more about the affected families and houses in order to develop a plan for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 
At the moment three directions of action have been identified, but this still has to be 
confirmed by a more detailed assessment. 

1. Support during the winter: Many families depending on agriculture lost an important 
part of their production (for the second time within 3 years – the same happened in 
2008 in the same region). There are also signs that many families took bank-loans 
to rebuild their houses after the floods in 2008, which they have to pay back now. 
These two elements together will create a very difficult situation for many families. 

2. Livelihood: Small-scale agriculture is the main source of income for many families. 
People will need support to start these activities again. 

3. Rehabilitation: In the villages, Caritas plans to work, there is not a large number of 
houses being completely destroyed, but many houses are damaged. Caritas plans 
to support people to do these repair works and possibly to refurnish their homes. 

To fund these planned programs Caritas will start fund-raising activities in Romania and 
will submit a project proposal to European partner organizations. 
 
Thomas Hackl 
Emergency Coordinator 
Caritas Romania 
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Tel.: +40-756-042802 
Email: emergency@caritas.org.ro 
Pictures: http://www.flickr.com/photos/caritas_rrd/ 

Volunteers cleaning a house 


