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Haiti: Hurricane Tomas Update 
Friday November 5, 2010 

 

 
 
Overview 
 
On Friday (November 5), Tropical Storm Tomas re-intensified to a Category 1 hurricane, 
soaking Haiti’s vulnerable displaced survivors of the January 12 earthquake as it headed 
between Haiti and Cuba. Humanitarian workers from the United Nations and relief agencies 
have been on alert and highly concerned about a further humanitarian emergency in Haiti which 
is already suffering from a cholera epidemic and still recovering from the widespread destruction 
of January’s powerful earthquake.  
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So far, at least one death has been reported by the BBC due to flooding caused by Tomas, but 
no official death toll has been released. No other official details from the government are 
immediately available at this time.  
 
The effects of Tomas were felt in the capital, Port-au-Prince overnight, but the worst of the 
storm seemed to have passed the city as rain had stopped falling by Friday afternoon, CNN 
reported. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) also reported that 
the capital has experienced rain and wind but not severely. The non-governemntal 
organizations, Church World Service (CWS) reported rising water levels in South and South 
East Jacmel departments and damage to banana plantations from strong winds. In the 
westernmost tip of Haiti, there were reports from the town of Jeremie of houses being 
destroyed, downed trees and flooding, according to latest reports from CNN. The NGOs CARE 
and Church World Service reported the coastal city of Leogane had been inundated with almost 
five feet of water after the Rouyonne River broke its banks.  
 
Around 1.3 million people left homeless by the earthquake have been living in makeshift tents 
since the disaster struck. The government has urged survivors to seek out better shelter, but 
many say that they have nowhere else to go, according to media reports. Some survivors have 
reportedly been able to find shelter with family or friends, or in public buildings and schools, but 
hundreds of thousands are still sheltering in temporary displacement camps. 
 
On Thursday (November 4), Haitian President Rene Preval urged citizens to take precautions 
and follow evacuation recommendations although no mandatory evacuation order was issued. 
However, he also admitted that officials did not “have enough places [on buses] to move 
everyone,” the BBC reported. Earlier in the week Preval and Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive 
held an emergency cabinet meeting with aid officials to prepare for the storm. Schools were 
closed Thursday and Friday in Haiti ahead of the storm. Schools were also reportedly closed in 
parts of the neighboring island of Jamaica.  
 
Elsewhere in the region, Tomas left up to 14 people dead and several others missing in St. 
Lucia, after the storm hit at hurricane strength last weekend. According to Agence France-
Presse (AFP), a British ship and French helicopters were helping to deliver aid to some of the 
worst affected areas of the island. Major roads and bridges were reportedly still closed on the 
island, severely hampering transport. St. Lucia’s two airports were open and operating at limited 
capacity according to AFP. According to Bloomberg, the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency said Wednesday that Tomas damaged 500 houses in Barbados and 
1,200 in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  
 
The storm system has been somewhat erratic, reaching category 2 strength over the weekend 
and then weakening to a tropical depression on Wednesday before regaining strength again. 
Tomas is the 19th named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season, which runs approximately from 
June 1 to November 30, according to Bloomberg.  
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The National Hurricane Center in Miami said that the biggest threat from Tomas would be heavy 
rainfall that could result in flash floods and mudslides where deforestation has left hills and 
mountainsides eroded and bare in Haiti, according to CNN.  
 
The UN, aid workers, doctors and weather forecasters have cautioned that the storm will 
exacerbate the cholera epidemic in Haiti because rains may destroy makeshift shelters, 
contaminate potable water, and flood sanitary installations. The epidemic has killed at least 442 
people thus far and infected 6,742 others.  
 
The UN said Thursday that it is working on preparedness efforts based on a projection that 
Tomas could affect up to half a million people in Haiti, particularly in the coastal areas. The UN 
and its implementing partners have already prepositioned emergency supplies and equipment in 
areas most likely to be affected. UN Humanitarian Coordinator Nigel Fisher says that even with 
the prepositioning of stocks, the potential effect of Tomas calls for additional emergency 
supplies and equipment. According to the UN, priority needs include reinforced emergency 
shelter kits for 20,000 families, 80,000 family hygiene kits, 5,000 family water kits, 5 million 
sachets of oral rehydration salts, water tankers, water bladders, water treatment units and 200 
field tents for emergency cholera treatment centers, logistics equipment and radios.  
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Hurricane Tomas Status 
According to the Maui-based Pacific 
Disaster Center (PDC) as of 1400 EDT 
(Advisory 30), Friday, November 05, 2010 
the center of Hurricane Tomas is about 
to move through the Windward 
Passage between Haiti and Cuba.  The 
eye is located near latitude 19.8 
north…longitude 74.0 west 
(approximately 140 miles NW of Port Au 
Prince, Haiti).   Tomas is currently moving 
toward the north-northeast, or 30 
degrees at 12 mph.  This motion is 
expected to continue with some 
increase in forward speed during the next 24 to 36 hours.  On the forecast track, 
Hurricane Tomas will pass near or over the southeastern Bahamas and the Turks and 
Caicos Islands tonight or early Saturday. 
 
Maximum sustained winds are near 85 mph, 140 km/hr, with higher gusts up to 104 mph.  
Tomas is currently a category one hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale.  
Hurricane force winds extend outward up to 15 miles or 30 km from the center, and 
tropical force winds extend outward up to 140 miles or 220km mainly to the east of the 
center.  Some strenghthening is possible this afternoon and tonight  followed by a 
weakening trend beginning on Saturday, according to PDC. 
 



5 
 

 
 
Current Hazards of Hurricane Tomas 

Storm surge...a dangerous storm surge will raise water levels by as much as 3 to 5 feet 
above normal tide levels in areas of onshore winds in the Hurricane Warning area.  
Storm surge flooding in eastern Cuba and western Haiti should diminish on Saturday.  
Near the coast...the surge will be accompanied by large and destructive waves. 

Wind...hurricane conditions are likely occurring over portions of northwestern Haiti...and 
are expected in other portions of the Hurricane Warning area tonight. Tropical storm 
conditions should spread across the southeastern Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos 
Islands this evening in advance of the hurricane conditions. Tropical storm conditions 
could reach the central Bahamas tonight or Saturday. 

Rainfall...Tomas is expected to produce total rain accumulations of 5 to 10 inches over 
much of Haiti and the Dominican Republic...with possible isolated maximum amounts of 
15 inches.  These rains could cause life-threatening flash floods and mud slides over 
mountainous terrain.  Rainfall totals of 3 to 6 inches are possible over eastern Cuba...the 
central and southeastern Bahamas...and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

 

Advisory 30: Current and Forecasted Estimated Wind Impacts based on the TAOS model 

Rainfall Accumulation observations over the last 24 hr period show 3 to 6 inches over much of 
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WATCHES & WARNINGS (as of 5pm EDT) 
 
A hurricane warning is in effect for: 

• Haiti 
• The Southeastern Bahamas 
• The Turks and Caicos Islands 

 
A tropical storm warning is in effect for: 

• The central Bahamas 
• The Cuban Provinces of Guantanamo 

A tropical storm watch is in effect for: 
• The Southern Coast of the Dominical Republic from the Haiti Border Eastward to 

Barahona 
• The Northern Coast of the Dominical Republic from the Haiti Border Eastward to 

Puerto Plata 

 
Cholera Update 

Immediately following the devastating earthquake in January 2010, outbreaks of the bacterial 
disease, cholera, were considered unlikely in Haiti, as the disease had not been recorded in the 
country for decades. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) notes two 
conditions having to be present for a cholera outbreak: 1) there must be significant breaches in 
the water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure used by groups of people, permitting large-scale 
exposure to food or water contaminated with Vibrio cholera organisms; and 2) cholera must be 
present in the population. Both conditions now exist in Haiti, and according to the CDC, it 
remains unclear on how cholera was re-introduced to Haiti after an outbreak of cholera was 
confirmed on October 21, 2010.  

In support of the Haitian government’s response to the cholera outbreak, CDC is working 
closely with other US government agencies and international partners to make a combined 
effort to control and alleviate the outbreak. On Monday (Nov-1), the CDC was able to provide 
the Haitian government with the results of laboratory testing, which showed that the cholera 
strain linked to the outbreak is most similar to cholera strains found in South Asia. However, 
additional research is needed to identify the origin of the cholera strain in Haiti. As of 
Wednesday (Nov-3), the CDC said at least 31 CDC staff had been deployed to Haiti. (CDC, 
Nov-4) 

Threatening the already severe cholera situation, Hurricane Tomas brought heavy rains on 
Friday (Nov-5). As of Wednesday, the Haitian Ministry of Public Health and Population 
(MSPP) reported 6,742 cholera cases, including 442 deaths. Confirmed cases have been 
reported in the following departments (provinces): Artibonite, Centre, Nord, Nord-Ouest and 
Ouest. (PAHO, WHO, Nov-4) The IFRC noted that most of the cases are concentrated in the 
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Artibonite and Central departments, which are two places that were not affected by January’s 
earthquake, but have been home to thousands of people in its aftermath. (IFRC, Nov-4) Prior to 
the threat of Hurricane Tomas, the number of people suffering from cholera had been increasing 
markedly. According to health officials, 105 more people had died since Saturday (Oct-30), 
bringing the death toll to 442. (BBC, Nov-3) 

Because torrential rains associated with Hurricane Tomas could potentially cause the flooding of 
sanitary installations and contaminate drinking water, the UN warns that the “cholera epidemic 
is likely to worsen.” In response to the cholera outbreak in Haiti, several countries (US, Canada, 
Cuba, Spain, Argentina, Brazil, Israel, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico, France, Japan, and Dominican 
Republic, among others) have made contributions with funds and resources. Additionally, many 
NGOs are actively participating in the response measures, including the Red Cross, MSF and 
Partners in Health. (PAHO, Nov-3) 

Cholera is an acute diarrheal illness caused by the infection of the intestine with the bacterium 
Vibrio cholerae. It is a highly contagious water-borne disease that is mainly transmitted through 
contaminated water and food. Symptoms include severe diarrhea that can easily lead to 
dehydration and can be fatal if not treated immediately. The bacterial disease is both 
preventable and treatable under normal circumstances, in which up to 80 percent of cases can 
be successfully treated with oral rehydration salts. In Haiti, the disease is mainly being 
transmitted through water and bad sanitary conditions in many parts of the country combined 
with a large volume of rain or floodwater. Muddy waters can speed up the infection rate. 

Background 
 
January earthquake 
On January 12, 2010, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake left more than 250,000 people dead in Haiti. 
The epicenter was located near the town of Léogâne, approximately 25 km (16 miles) west of 
Port-au-Prince. Additionally, some 300,000 were reportedly injured by the quake. The 
earthquake caused major damage in Port-au-Prince, Jacmel and other settlements. An 
estimated 3 million people were affected by the quake and some 1.3 million survivors live in 
approximately 1,400 IDP camps.  
 
Among the widespread damage in Port-au-Prince and elsewhere, vital infrastructure including 
hospitals in the capital, transport facilities and communications systems were severely damaged 
or destroyed. Approximately US$5.3 billion in aid had been pledged after the earthquake but 
Haiti has reportedly seen little of the promised aid for rebuilding.  
 
Haiti faces a potential major political disruption just a few weeks before presidential and 
legislative elections scheduled for November 28. According to CNN, election officials have not 
postponed the elections.  
 
Government Response: 
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Haiti’s President Rene Preval has declared the outbreak a matter of national security. Haiti’s 
President, Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive held an emergency meeting on Tuesday (Nov-2) 
with UN representatives. (ACT, Nov-4) 

The Haitian Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP) in Port-au-Prince has 
established six cholera treatment centers (CTCs), of which four are fully operational. Their 
target is to construct 2,000 beds in these CTCs.  

The MSPP is leading the communication working group and has so far produced and validated 
12 health messages to be disseminated through posters and radio. These posters have been 
reproduced by the major newspapers in Haiti. PAHO and other UN agencies have also 
supported this effort. (PAHO, Nov-3) 

International Response 
 
United Nations (UN) 
A team of UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) doctors and logistics specialists arrived at a local 
community hospital north of the capital, Port-au-Prince this past weekend to help construct a 
cholera treatment center, to isolate patients suffering from cholera from the others. UNICEF is 
working with the Ecuadorian and Bolivian contingents of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH) on this effort. They have filled the swamp adjacent to the hospital building with 
five truckloads of soil to create a stable foundation for construction of the CTC, which will hold 
10, 40-square-meter hospital tents, serving as housing for suspected cholera cases 
encountered daily. Ten tents will provide room for about 100 patients in a hygienic environment, 
and a separate rest and recreation area for doctors and nurses. (UNICEF, Nov-4) Also, aqua 
tabs for water purification, soap and oral rehydration salts have been given out to some 88,000 
people in cholera affected areas. (UNICEF, Nov-5) 

A party of five UN Disaster Assessment Coordination (UNDAC) members are currently in 
Haiti with two support staff from the Americas Support team. One member has been sent to Les 
Cayes, while the rest remain in Port-au-Prince. They will be involved in aerial assessments of 
the northern and southern peninsulas planned for Saturday (Nov-6) morning to assess the initial 
impact and damage. (OCHA, Nov-5) 

The UNs International Telecommunication Union (ITU) dispatched 30 broadband satellite 
terminals to Haiti on Friday (Nov-5) in preparation for the affects of hurricane Tomas. The 
terminals are intended to support relevant governmental and non-state humanitarian agencies. 
They have a high-speed data capability that is suitable for advanced telemedicine applications 
and will be useful to monitor and address ongoing health concerns in Haiti. Additionally, they will 
be used to support the overall recovery effort in order to strengthen early warning capabilities. 
(ITU, Nov-5) 

The UN World Health Organization (WHO)/ Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and 
health partners continue to support the Haitian Ministry of Public Health and Population in their 
response to the cholera outbreak. They are placing priority on measures for protection of 
families at the community level, strengthening primary health care centers already operating 
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across the nation, while also setting up a network of special cholera treatment centers and 
designated hospitals for treatment of severe cases. (WHO, Nov-4) 

According to the UN, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has committed 
peacekeeping troops and other assets to respond to the storm. OCHA says the Force 
Commander is reportedly ready to respond on a wide scale in the capital and is deploying 
assets to the north and south as needed.  
 

NGOs/IOs 

Actions by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance Re clearing project workplaces, securing 
showers and latrines in camps and stocking up on water purification tablets and oral rehydration 
salts, tents and hygiene kits. They are also already planning repair work to damaged latrines, 
hand basins and showers once the storm passes on Sunday (Nov-7). (ACT, Nov-4) 

CARE has been preparing stocks of emergency supplies for rapid distribution, which include 
tarps, jerry cans, soap and aqua tabs to purify water. Also, more water trucks are being 
stationed at some camp sites and workers are fortifying latrines and bathing facilities to make 
sure sanitation facilities critical for disease prevention withstand the storm. CARE is also 
disseminating cholera prevention and storm preparedness information on the ground and by 
radio. (CARE, Nov-5) 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has been preparing to respond to the affects of Hurricane 
Tomas throughout the country. Their staff has been digging drainage channels, sandbagging 
hills, building walls to decrease water runoff and moving the most vulnerable families to more 
secure locations. They have also stockpiled emergency supplies and prepared personnel. 
Emergency food supplies are set for distribution to 25,000 families, as well as hygiene kits, 
blankets, tarps and soap. (CRS, Nov-5) 

The Church World Service (CWS) has prepositioned about 10,000 tarps and a sizeable stock 
of hygiene kits for immediate needs. Following the exit of the storm, CWS staff in the capital will 
commence damage assessments and determine appropriate action.  

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched an 
appeal for US$6,413,920 (6,322,842 Swiss Francs) to ramp up its response to the worsening 
cholera outbreak. Funding will help support the Haitian Red Cross Society and the Dominican 
Red Cross reach 345,000 people in Haiti and 150,000 people in the Dominican Republic over a 
six-month period. The IFRC will focus their efforts on the provision of clean and potable water, 
sanitation activities, health and hygiene promotion and relief and curative health sciences. 
Hundreds of Red Cross volunteers have been spreading cholera prevention messages in 
communities across affected areas, as well as in the capital. (IFRC, Nov-4) 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is mainly focusing its efforts on protecting 
the vulnerable from its impact, while working to ensure that cholera does not spread further into 
the community. On Thursday (Nov-4) evacuated over 2,000 people from the exposed Corail 
camp to a nearby disused hospital with young children, women, the elderly, the infirm and 



10 
 

several handicapped people being given priority for the move. They were offered ready-to-eat 
sealed meals and aqua tabs to purify water to prevent further spread of cholera. IOM is also 
launching an appeal this week for US$15 million to provide immediate support for the Haitian 
Government’s National Cholera Response Plan. They deployed teams to four strategic border 
areas with the Dominican Republic to monitor movements and conduct cholera sensitization 
and awareness campaigns. (IOM, Nov-5)  

Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) Canada is working with Cite Soleil’s Bureau Communal to 
establish transitory rehydration centers and provide ambulance transfer services to Choscal 
hospital or to nearby cholera treatment centers (CTCs). (PAHO, Nov-3) 

Medical Teams International (MTI) relocated three volunteers to Port de Paix, Haiti, on 
Thursday (Nov-4) in preparation to help treat new cholera patients who are at risk of being 
affected by the hurricane. The experienced cholera workers will also help train local medical 
workers on the treatment of cholera, and assist with any health needs that may arise from the 
hurricane this week. (MTI, Nov-4) 

Save the Children is operating at five camps in Port-Au-Prince to reinforce disease surveillance 
and to provide hygiene education. (PAHO, Nov-3) 
 

Foreign Governments 

Canada: Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs announced on Thursday (Nov-4) that the 
Government of Canada had contributed US$9.5 million toward the construction of new 
headquarters for the Haitian National Police (HNP). Additionally, the government has provided 
US$1.3 million to St. John Ambulance for an instructor-training program on basic first aid, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and disaster preparedness that will be made available to 
members of the HNP. The construction project will be implemented over two years by the 
Canadian Commercial Corporation. (GoC, Nov-4)  

United States: To help Haitians brace another disaster, the Obama administration has 
deployed a 20-member Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) from the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and the USS Iwo Jima back to Haiti. The ship is carrying a 
crew of 1,600 medical, engineering, aviation, logistical and other support personnel to provide 
immediate lifesaving aid if necessary. Also onboard are 10 helicopters and two amphibious 
landing crafts units to help transport relief supplies to remote locations. So far, the US has 
prepositioned an estimated 40,000 blankets, 16,000 hygiene kits, 32,000 water containers and 
20,000 kitchen sets to be sent to Haiti, in addition to the supplies that are already in the country. 
USAID is also able to quickly bring more supplies to the country form its warehouse in Miami. 
(GoUSA, USDOS, Nov-4) 

Note: This report has been compiled from publicly available information.  Although 
information has been gathered from sources deemed reliable, the currency and 
completeness of the information reported herein is subject to change and cannot 
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be guaranteed.  Inquiries, updates and comments are welcome and should be 
directed to PDMIN@coe-dmha.org. 
 


