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Key Overall Developments    
 
Hawa Abdi Clinic reopens  
The Hawa Abdi Clinic located in the Afgooye Corridor, Lower Shabelle region was reopened during the reporting week 
following closure after a security incident between armed militia and the clinic guards on 5 May. Patients at the clinic were 
evacuated and others referred to other health centres nearby. On 7 May, in a press statement, the Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Somalia, Mark Bowden called on those responsible for the disruption of the clinic’s functions to show 
genuine concern for their Somali fellow citizens, particularly the sick and vulnerable who are in need of care and 
treatment. “It’s one of the most basic tenets of the laws of war – not to cause unnecessary suffering by attacking clearly 
identified medical institutions or medical personnel who are providing relief to those who need it,” Mr. Bowden said. 

 
Floods update  
There has been limited flooding on the lower reaches of Juba and Shabelle Rivers in the past two weeks caused by 
breakages in the embankments. The floods have damaged crops and displaced approximately 100 households in 
Jamaame, Middle Juba, and another 100 households in Belet Weyne, Hiraan. According to the Somali Water and Land 
Information Management (SWALIM), the forecast for the coming days is that heavy rains will continue. Log on to 
http://www.faoswalim.org/subsites/frrmis/flood_mgt.php for more detailed information.  
 
A flood planning scenario developed by OCHA, SWALIM, and FSNAU indicates that in a worst case scenario up to 
190,000 could be displaced due to river flooding. The figures were arrived at based on current rain patterns and past flood 
experience. The clusters will use the figures to plan for response in the coming days. 
 
Insecurity and Displacement  

 
Mogadishu  
Fighting between insurgents and the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) continued in Mogadishu killing at least 20 
people and wounding more than 50 others during the reporting period. UNHCR estimates that 12,700 people have been 
displaced from Mogadishu since 1 April. Of these, 7,400 have left the city, including 2,610 who have moved to the 
Afgooye Corridor. Another 5,300 people are displaced within Mogadishu.  

 
Elberde district, Bakool region 
Reports indicate that TFG troops and Al Shabaab militia are preparing for a battle following the capture Elberde district on 
9 May by Al Shabaab. Large numbers of civilians are said to be leaving the district in anticipation of the fighting between 
the two groups. Reports indicate that people have moved to remote areas where there are no basic humanitarian services 
as many organizations have pulled out of Bakool region.  

 
UNHCR sounds alert on deteriorating Somalia situation 
UNHCR is seeking additional funds of US$60 million to ease the plight of 550,000 Somali refugees in neighbouring 
Kenya, Yemen, Ethiopia and Djibouti and 1.4 million forcibly displaced inside Somalia. A press statement issued on 12 
May said that the funding appeal launched in Geneva will address the increasing needs of Somalia and the four 
neighboring countries as well as the extension of the Ifo camp in Dadaab, Kenya. UNHCR's overall budgetary needs in 
Somalia and its four neighbouring countries in 2010 presently amount to $424.7 million. So far this year, UNHCR has 
received 36 percent of its global comprehensive needs budget. Escalating violence in Southern and Central Somalia has 
forced an estimated 200,000 Somalis to leave their homes this year alone. 

 
Response    
 
Food aid  
International NGO GTZ implemented a food-for-work project in rehabilitating 34 water catchments in Bay and Bakool 
regions. Approximately 1,800 households benefited from distributions of rice, vegetable oil, maize, sorghum and beans, all 
purchased in the local markets.   

 
In Puntland, WFP and partners distributed 65 metric tons of food to 6,150 beneficiaries under General Food Distribution 
programme in Xudun and Talah districts of Sool region. Some 755 beneficiaries received 31 metric tons for the Targeted 
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Supplementary Feeding Programme in Bossaso. In central Somalia 7,320 beneficiaries received 80 metric tons of food 
under GFD in Jariiban and Gaalkacyo districts of Mudug region. 
 
Health 
WHO and World Vision International are providing emergency health services to those living in flood-affected areas in the 
Juba regions. The health services include the distribution of aqua tablets and Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) salts in the 
event that an Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) outbreak occurs.  
 
UNFPA in collaboration with COCO NGO distributed 110 hygiene kits in three IDP camps in Mogadishu. An outreach 
team treated 289 women with anti-natal care (ANC) and 215 for post-natal care (PNC). In addition to this, UNFPA 
continues supporting nine Mother and Child Health Centres in Mogadishu and a total of 1228 ANC and 427 PNC mothers 
benefited. UNFPA in collaboration with COGWO and the African Union surgeons, 30 Fistula1 patients were repaired in 
Mogadishu while 20 other patients wait to be operated this week.  
 
Water Sanitation & Hygiene  
The Norwegian Refugee Council is constructing a total of 200 latrines in the IDP settlements in Somaliland and 695 semi 
permanent shelters in the settlements. These activities are funded by ECHO and UNHCR. Those affected by floods in 
Hargeysa recently will be among the IDPs being assisted by NRC in the displaced settlements.   

 
UNICEF in collaboration with the local community completed a water project in Marka town boosting the hygiene and 
sanitation situation in the town and benefiting 31,500 residents. UNICEF is using the Public Private Partnership approach 
to ensure sustainability of water supplies in Somalia.        
 
Following reports of floods in Gardo, Puntland, UNICEF, partners and authorities are responding to the needs of 200 
households which are the most affected. UNICEF will prioritize non-food items, WASH and health support for the 200 
families in addition to ongoing WASH, nutritional and education support in the area. Following indications of a possible 
increase in AWD in and around Bossaso IDP camps, UNICEF is replenishing with more supplies in the event that an 
immediate response is needed.  As a precautionary measure, two Cholera kits and extra ORS are currently pre-positioned 
with the Ministry of Health and six other Cholera kits and ORS are in the UNICEF warehouse. A UNICEF supported Out-
patient Therapeutic Programme in Gardo, run by INGO partner, AAH, will specifically focus on the IDP emergency 
response.                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: For further information in English, contact: Rita Maingi on +254 734 800 120 – maingir@un.org  In Somali, 
contact Abdi Yussuf Noor on +254 721 472 606 – nooryussuf@un.org 

                                                 
1 Fistula is a hole that occurs between a woman's birth passage and one or more of her internal organs. This hole 
develops over prolonged obstructed labour. The condition is common in developing countries due to grinding poverty and 
the low status of women and girls. 


