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hroughout 2008, it was evident that the implementation of the 
Nairobi Declaration of November 2007 and the Goma Agreements 
of January 2008 was more than problematic. Since the end of 

August, violence has escalated once again on the ground. On 7th November 
various diplomatic initiatives took form at a new Nairobi Summit, which was 
organised with the support of the International Conference on the Great 
Lakes Region (CIRGL). Joseph Kabila, with his phantom army, is powerless 
in the face of the Rwandan backed CNDP and requested military support. 
Deployment of troops was considered by the African Union, the Southern 
African Development Community (SACD) and the European Union (EU) 
amongst others, and by individual countries such as Angola, but in the end 
nobody came to his aid. He had no other option but to come to an agreement 
with Rwanda, which itself has had a few difficult months. On top of the 
problems caused by the issue of international arrest warrants by judge 
Bruguière and judge Andreu, Rwanda has been in laboured discussions with 
the EU after the publication of the observation report on the general election 
in September 2008. In December 2008, the United Nations expert group’s 
report was published, which contained comprehensive details on the support 
given to Laurent Nkunda by Rwanda. Sweden and the Netherlands 
immediately suspended part of their monetary aid, and the British press 
unequivocally called for their country to cease its unconditional support for 
Rwanda. A distinctly unpleasant and unusual feeling that it could no longer 
have everything it wanted dawned on Rwanda. Since 20th January 2009 
Rwanda and the DRC have engaged in a joint military operation in 
Congolese territory to neutralise the FDLR and integrate the CNDP into 
FARDC. The alliances between Congo and Rwanda, on the one hand, and 
between FARDC and the CNDP on the other, are marriages of convenience 
with little love. Kabila had no other option because he stood alone in the face 
of a politically and militarily humiliating situation. Kagame had no other 
option because he was faced with a change in attitude from his partners 
without having established its cause. If the operation succeeds, both will 
emerge from it strengthened on internal and international fronts. If the joint 
operation fails, Kagame will face even more critical donors who could go so 
far as to dissociate themselves from him completely. For Kabila, the risk is 
even greater. If he cannot produce positive results in the short term 
(complete integration of CNDP troops into FARDC, neutralisation of the 
FDLR, return of the Rwandan Defence Forces (RDF) to Rwanda), his 
position will become untenable with an opposition being extremely critical 
of governmental action, a Parliament and Senate who are starting to play 
their democratic role, as well as  an equally  critical national press. He will 
also have the Eastern population against him. They have lost their 
confidence in him and will accuse him of having opened the door to Rwanda 
without having resolved the FDLR problem. In addition, the population of 
Kinshasa has remained hostile towards him after Bemba’s disappearance 
from the political scene. This means that Kabila’s political survival depends 
on a joint operation of which not he, but Rwanda, is in control.  
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Summary of events    January 
 

u Great Lakes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

u The “Sarkozy Plan” for Central Africa 
 
During his New Year greeting to the diplomatic corps in 
Paris, on 16 th January 2009, President Nicolas Sarkozy 
declared that he wanted “to find a new approach” so that 
the fundamental problems causing conflict between 
Rwanda “a country with a dynamic demography and small 
land area” and the DRC, “a country with a huge land area 
and a lot of resources located near its borders” can be 
resolved “globally”. The only solution is “to establish a 
bilateral and “structural” dialogue on two taboo subjects:  
“how, in this region of the world, to share territory and 
resources” This proposal prompted a reaction from  
Kinshasa, where the French Ambassador, Pierre 
Jacquemot, was asked to explain. For his part, the 
president of the Congolese National Assembly, Vital 
Kamerhe, declared that there could be no question of 
sharing Congolese territory or recourses, or of working 
with Rwanda to exploit them. For his part, President 
Kagame’s Special Envoy to the Great Lakes Region, 
Joseph Mutaboba, claimed that he was  “surprised” by this 
approach and “shocked” by such proposal at the time when 
both countries are collaborating on the ground “to 
eradicate negat ive forces”. He called it a “diversionary 
tactic”. For their part a group of opposition 
parliamentarians in the DRC said that they were against 
Sarkozy’s planned visit to Kinshasa in March to head a 
summit for the Economic Community of Central Africa 
(ECCAS). This trip will also take him to Brazzaville and 
Niger. For them, this visit “ endangers the fundamental 
interests of the Congolese people, is not welcomed”, as 
outlined by this group of senators and deputies in a text 
published at the end of a meeting held in Kinshasa. The 
parliamentarians point out that “as strange as the 
organisation of resources on the border of the DRC may 
seem , his proposal for the distribution of our country’s 
territory and resources is equally strange”. Finally, this 
group from the Congolese opposition maintain that the 
principle of the intangibility of borders inherited from  
colonisation and inalienability of Congolese territory 
remain pillars of policy on their country.  
 
u Regional rail network 
 
On 23rd January 2009 , Rwanda’s Minister for 
Infrastructure, Mrs Linda Bihire, the Tanzanian M inister 
for Infrastructure, Dr. Shukuru Jumanne Kawambwa and 
the Burundian Minister for Transport, Post and 
T elecommunications, Philippe Njoni, signed an agreement 
to develop a multinational project to create a shared 
railway  network for the three countries. This was as part of 
the Sectoral Council on Transport, Communications and 
Meteorology (TCM) that took place in Arusha.   
 

Primary responsibility for overseeing the project will 
be given to the Ministries for Transport. The project 
will be supported by a high level task force comprising 
Permanent Secretaries and Secretary-Generals of the 
Ministries for transport, and the heads of the respective 
institutions responsible for development and regulation 
of the rail networks in the three states. A joint 
technical monitoring committee will be set up, with the 
inclusion of three civil engineers, an economist and an 
environmentalist from each country. The Committee 
will be responsible for  supervising and managing the 
project. It will be presided by the Tanzanian Ministry 
for Infrastructure development , whilst overall 
coordination of plan will be managed by Rwanda. The 
three countries agreed that each State should facilitate 
the creation of a route for the railway line in their 
territory, initiate and facilitate technical studies, to 
include releasing the necessary funds to implement the 
project, and guarantee their financial commitments. 
Development of the railway will follow the Public-
Private-Association (PPA) model. The cost of the 
project is yet to be determined. 

 
u Supporting freer circulation of 

people and goods in the EAC 
 
At a regional meeting held in Kigali on 25th January 
2009, the Rwandan ambassador Joseph Mutaboba, the 
Rwandan President’s Special Envoy  to the Great Lakes 
Region announced that “the National Committee for 
Regional Cooperation” and “Task force” set up to 
improve  regional cooperation, would like to see freer 
movement of people and property within the Member 
States of the East African Community (EAC). He 
explained that following the laws implement ed, “an 
inhabitant of any country could,  for example, take 
some of his property with him and move to wherever 
he want ed to work in another member country, while 
leaving the rest in his homeland”. The ambassador 
expressed a desire for a common Parliament to be 
created for all the countries in Eastern Africa, 
modelled on the European Parliament. 
 
u Human Rights situation 
 
On 16th January 2009, the LDGL published a report  in 
which it noted “that the regional situation was marked 
by significant progress in the protagonists of the sub-
region’s various conflicts working together”. It hopes 
that significant changes will be brought about  in 2009 
in a return to peace and stability in the Great Lakes 
region, notably in the DRC. 
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u DRC  
u Joint FARDC and RDF operation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 20th January 2009, a joint operation between the 
Rwandan and Congolese armies (the Rwandan Defence 
Forces - RDF and Congolese FARDC) was  deployed in 
North Kivu to disband the FDLR and to put an end to the 
CNDP’s rebellion. The two main individuals behind the 
planning of this  operation are two people who have a great 
degree of autonomy within their respective hierarchies : the 
Rwandan Chief of General Staff, James Kabarebe, and the 
inspector-general of the Congolese police, John Numbi.  
The nature and precise number of the Rwandan contingent 
is not clear. The FDLR, which has declared does fear this 
joint operation, claims to have 6, 000 troops. MONUC has 
this figure at between 3,500 and 4,000, or even as high as 
5,000; a figure which is questioned by Rwanda, but at the 
same time, Rwanda refuses to give its own precise number. 
The joint operation is predominantly  led by  the RDF along 
with un-mixed CNDP, a portion of which has gone 
through a kind of  “Light Mixage”. Even if the Chief of 
Staff is John Numbi, the FARDC is barely present. Monuc 
is not involved in any capacity, and was excluded from the 
planning and execution of the operation. 
To present, the Rwanda-Congo joint operation has only led 
to minor clashes and small -scale displacement of 
populations (in North Kivu, where it is also noted that 
Maï-Maï forces liberated 85 child soldiers). A FDLR base 
was taken in the Rutshuru territory and some combatants 
were captured, whilst elsewhere in the same territory, the 
Bunagana border post was re-opened. Fears of retaliation 
by the FDLR, who ransacked a district in Kirumba, to the 
north of Goma, caused some displacement of populations 
in the Kalehe and Walikale territories, while the 
inhabitants of Kiwanja, near Rutshuru, are living in 
uncertainty and fear. According to the information we 
gathered on the ground, the FDLR in particular are making 
themselves  mobile by sending their families to Rwanda 
and selling their property and cows. According to our 
sources, they are forming a front along the Kaheshe-
Ombo-Bunyakiri axis, and are preparing to protect their 
areas of economic interest. For their part, the populations 
fear that thy will become civilian victims, and they wonder 
if the joint operation will achieve its military objectives. At 
any rate, it seems incapable of encircling the FDLR. The 
operation is therefore at risk of acting like a bulldozer and 
pushing the FDLR as far as possible into Congo ’s interior. 
The probable result is that they will split into small groups, 
which will be more desperate and dangerous, and which 
will not disappear from the ground. Following the RDF’s 
departure (the timing of which remains to be seen), they 
will be able to regroup once again. 
 
u ICC trial for Thomas Lubanga 
 
On 26th January 2009, the trial of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, 
former Congolese militia leader, opened at the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague. He is  
 

accused of war crimes for having used child soldiers 
aged under fifteen in the military wing of his militia 
group, the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), during 
the civil war in Ituri, east DRC, between September 
2002 and August 2003. Ituri is one of the regions that 
were most severely affected by the devastating wars 
that took place in the DRC. The local armed conflict, 
which erupted in 1999 between the Hema and Lendu 
ethnic groups, was aggravated by Ugandan military 
forces and by the greater conflict in the Great Lakes 
region as a whole.  
In its first trial, the ICC will tackle the use of child 
soldiers. This trial is the first in which victims will be 
allowed to participate in international criminal 
proceedings . More than 90 victims who have been 
found eligible will participate through their legal 
representatives . While not parties in the trial, the 
victims have certain rights in the proceedings, provided 
that the exercise of these rights is consistent with the 
rights of the accused and does not compromise a fair 
trial. Since the opening the trial, witnesses have 
followed one another. Some accounts are contradictory, 
whilst other witnesses have retract ed their statements.  
 
 
u Joint Uganda-Congolese operation 

against the LRA 
 
Combatants from the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) fiercely massacred at least 620 civilians and 
abducted more than 160 children between 24 th 
December 2008 and 13th January 2009 in the northeast 
of t he DRC. These attacks followed the launch of a 
joint military operation, on 14th December, by the 
Ugandan army supported by the Congolese, south 
Sudanese and Central African armies. The Ugandan 
army’s objective is to find the LRA’s leader , Joseph 
Kony, who had an arrest warrant issued against him by 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Today, the 
Ugandan government is negotiating with the DRC to 
secure enough time for the Uganda Peoples Defence 
Force (UPDF), to operate in Congolese territory. 
Joseph Kabila reportedly declared that  no country 
pursuing rebels from its own territory would be 
authorised to stay beyond 9th February. Negotiations are 
under way to extend the mandate of the Ugandan army, 
which expired on 7th February. Whilst President Kabila 
must face hostility from sections of his own people for 
allowing a joint Rwand a-Congolese military operation 
against the FDLR (Rwandan Hutus rebels from  the 
genocide) in North Kivu, the Uganda-Congolese 
operation in Ituri is not so unpopular, even though it is 
bloody.  
Acts of violence by the LRA have caused the 
displacement of populations towards Dungu, or towards 
South Sudan. Currently, LRA violence has made more 
than 135,000 Congolese people flee.  
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uBurundi     uRwanda 
 

u 7th ministerial reshuffle u EU report on the legislative  
   elections in September 2008 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 29th January 2009, President of the Republic, Pierre 
Nkurunziza, carried out the 7th ministerial reshuffle in 
three years. This works out as a reshuffle every six months 
and brings the number of governments installed since his 
investiture on 26th August 2005 to eight. There are no 
longer any  vice-ministers because the former vice-
ministers have become ministers. Consequently, there are 
26 ministers in government, rather than the 19 ministers 
and 7 vice-ministers that made up the previous 
government. The changes are of note, not only in relation 
to the post holders in the ministries, but also at a 
departmental level within the ministries. Some ministerial 
departments returned to their former ministry, whilst 
others were removed from one ministry to be included in 
another one. The creation of a new ministry was also 
noted: Water, Environment, Land Settlement and  Urban 
Planning. Five ministers made their first appearance in the 
government, four ministers left the government. 
 
u Problems implementing the CENI 

 
On 20th and 21st January 2009, the National Assembly and 
the Senate rejected the President of the Republic proposed 
list of the members for the National Independent Electoral  
Commission (CENI). Members from the opposition parties 
boycotted the session arranged to draw support  for the list, 
while the senators’ vote ended in 28 votes for rather than 
the 35 needed for the list to be approved. The opposition 
parties and civil society criticise the President of the 
Republic for trying to impose candidates sympathetic to 
his cause, without any consultation. Under the pressure of 
these parties and of civil society the President decided to 
renounce to his candidates and nominated other members 
who were accepted without any problem by the National 
Assembly and the Senate on 13 February 2009 . The head 
of the new CENI will be Pierre-Claver Ndayicariye, a 
consultant.  
 
u Agriculture forgotten and a predatory 

situation 
 
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), re-establishing agriculture in 
Burundi “is an important issue because it helps the 
population to live” and “consolidate the peace process in 
the country”. Unfortunately, according to one consultant, 
in the 2009 budget, “the ministry of Agriculture and 
Farming is getting less than 5% of the budget, but this 
sector supports more than 90% of the population”. 
Meanwhile the Observatory  for the struggle against 
corruption and economic malpractice (OLUCOME) 
criticises the fact that for six years, more than 238 billion 
Burundian Francs (around $238 million) were embezzled, 
of which more than 24 billion Burundian Francs (about 
$24 million ) was embezzled in 2008. None of the main 
culprits are concerned. 

 

According to the European Union Election Observation 
Mission (EU –EOM), the elections “were an important 
step in the efforts to further institutionalize the democratic 
process with rule-based governance and participation of 
all Rwandans in the decision-making processes of their 
country. The elections took place in a peaceful 
environment but there were a number of fundamental 
shortcomings regarding international and regional 
standards for democratic elections .” The EU -MOE 
nevertheless identified “some problems involving essential 
safeguards” including the partial or complete absence of 
seals on ballot boxes when the polling stations were 
opened, the non-reconciliation of ballots, failure to check 
voter’s fingers for ink to prevent multiple voting.  It also 
pinpoints non-rigorous verification of voters on the 
electoral list, as well as liberal use of additional voter lists. 
 In his reaction, Professor Filip Reyntjens declares that it is 
“A Fake Report on Fake Elections ” since the authors try to 
conceal defects in the electoral process behind technical 
jargon. For him, it is useless to spend European taxpayers’ 
money on electoral observation when it does not report 
correctly on what is observed. 
 
u Nkunda arrested 
 

On 22nd January 2009, rebel General Laurent Nkunda, 
leader of the National Congress for the Defence of the 
People (CNDP), was arrested in Gisenyi, a Rwandan town 
bordering Goma, by members of the joint FARDC-RDF 
operation. His arrest, 60 hours after the joint operation’s 
deployment in North-Kivu, brings to a close a period of 
internal tensions within the CNDP, between its president 
Laurent Nkunda and his second in command, Bosco 
Ntaganda. Ntaganda joined the joint operation, whilst  
Nkunda was put under surveillance. There is  currently no 
legal basis on which to try Nkunda outside Congolese 
territory, as he is not being pursued by the International 
Criminal Court. In a press conference on Monday 9th  
February 2009, Information Minister for the DRC, 
Lambert Mende, announced an agreement in principle 
between his country and Rwanda to extradit e Nkunda. In 
2005, the government  issued an international arrest 
warrant against Nkunda, a year after war crimes and other 
human rights violations  were committed by Nkunda’s  
troops in Bukavu. Since then, Laurent Nkunda has  
continued to lead his rebellion in parts of the M asisi and 
Rutshuru territories in North Kivu. The UN group of 
Experts' report again demonstrated the various support  
which Nkunda received, including that of the Rwandan 
army. 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 

u Death of Alison des Forges 
 
On 12 February 2009, Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
announced the death of Dr. Alison Des Forges, killed in 
the crash of Flight 3407 from Newark to Buffalo on 
February 12, 2009. She was senior adviser to Human 
Rights Watch's Africa division for almost two decades. 
She was the world's leading expert on the 1994 Rwanda 
genocide and its aftermath. For HRW "A lison's loss is a 
devastating blow not only to Human Rights Watch but also 
to the people of Rwanda and the Great Lakes region". 
Graduated from Radcliffe College in 1964 and with a PhD 
at Yale in 1972 , Ms Des Forges, 66, had regularly been 
called as expert witness in judicial proceedings in 
Belgium, Canada, France and at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (TPIR). Described by Colette 
Braeckman as a person who “is fearless when disturbing 
the power in place” and by David Servenay as a someone 
who “looks for the truth”, she had the big merit also to 
denounce the crimes of the Rwandese Patriotic Front 
(RPF) and had demanded that the TPIR would investigate 
these crimes. In 2005, she had been the only witness for 
the defense of the Belgian priest Guy Theunis falsely 
accused of having participated in the genocide. She had 
also denounced the shortcomings of the present justice in 
Rwanda and had opposed to the transfer of TPIR prisoners 
to Rwanda. Her courage caused, recently, the refuse by  the 
Rwandese authorities to let her enter the Rwandese 
territory.  
 
u EurAC Director’s mission on the 

ground 
 
Kris Berwouts, EurAC’s Director, undertook a mission to 
Central Africa from 21st to 31st January 2009. He held 
discussions with many interlocutors: EurAC members on 
the ground, various civil society representatives, key 
Church figures, members of the national and provincial 
governments, other international NGOs, UN institutions, 
women’s associations, the international facilitators of the 
Congolese conflict, the CIRGL’s secretariat, etc... All 
these discussions allowed him to provide analyses and 
formulate recommendations on the current situation in 
Burundi and east of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
u ICG calls for the suspension of 

operations against the FDLR 
 
In a press release dated 27th January 2009, the 
International Crisis Group (ICG) expressed its opposition 
to the military operations led jointly by the DRC and 
Rwanda against FDLR rebels in Kivu. The ICG predicts 
that instead of contributing to the stabilisation of the region 
on a political and security level, this operation risks 
escalating conflicts in eastern DRC. For the ICG, Kigali  

and Kinshasa should suspend their joint operation 
immediately since they have not clearly defined the   
military and political objectives of this sudden 
cooperation. As the joint forces’ mission is to track their 
targets into their remaining strongholds in North Kivu, 
they will be far from their bases. They will therefore be 
dependant on the population for their daily supplies. 
Once again, the Rwandans will be viewed as an 
occupation force by those native to the area, who 
suffered such atrocities during the wars between 1996-
1997 and 1998-2001. The strategy for rebuilding peace 
in the DRC comprises the elements below. 
1) Focus military pressure on the hard core of military 
leaders in the FDLR who are opposed to voluntary 
disarmament and give incentives for reintegration to 
those who agree to voluntary disarmament; 2) Draw up  
aid plans to protect civilians in accordance with 
international humanitarian law; 3) Negotiate with the 
CNDP to create a plan for integration that would also 
involve armed Congolese groups in North Kivu; 4) 
Begin a simultaneous  process of political negotiation 
relating to other aspects of the crisis in North Kivu. 
These include intergovernmental reconciliation, sharing 
responsibilities within provincial administration and the 
return of displaced people and refugees, as well as a 
guarantee to recover their land.  Finally, all of these 
restorative elements should be combined in a context of 
transparency, State authority and exploitation of mining 
resources. 
 
u Monitoring the Gacaca courts : 

Analytical report no. 4  
 
Avocats sans Frotières  (ASF) has just published its 4th 
analytical Report  on the Monitoring of the Gacaca courts 
for the period of May-December 2007. According to this 
report, “ the quality of these judgements leaves a very 
mitigated feeling among the population which does not 
always see in it a means to get recompense or a 
mechanism for reconciliation. The observations of ASF’s 
teams show that some fundamental rules for fair trial 
are not respected by the Inyangamugayo, for various 
reasons, leading to serious violations of the right to a 
fair trial for both the victims and the accused. These 
observations show that while some of these violations 
continue, others have worsened because of the increased 
rate of trials in 2007, to the point where the objectives of 
the Gacaca process are called into question” . ASF 
reiterates the recommendations formulated in its last 
observation report for the period October 2006 -April 
2007 because they are still applicable to the current 
situation. 
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u MSF criticises Monuc’s failure to 
protect civilians 

 
In a press release broadcast on 4 th February 2009, 
Doctors Without Borders (MSF) denounced the absence 
of protection afforded by MONUC  to the inhabitants of 
Haut -Uélé, who are victims of violence at the hands of 
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). According to MSF, 
since the Christmas period dozens of villages in north-
eastern DRC have been burnt down, hundreds of 
civilians have been executed by  blade or bludgeon, more 
than 50 cities and villages have been subjected to 
murderous attacks by the LRA. Shocked by the LRA’s 
extreme acts of violence, the MSF’s teams do not 
understand the inaction of the Blue Berets to protect the 
people. Mark Poncin, MSF ’s operational manager for 
the DRC, explains: “The conclusion we've reached day 
in and day out on the ground, is that the LRA is 
continuing its unspeakable violence against civilians”. 
And yet “the  UN Security Council Resolution 1856, 
from 22nd December  last year, makes protection of 
civilians the priority for United Nations peacekeepers in 
DRC”. For Mark Poncin, «MONUC must act on its 
responsibilities and cannot therefore continue to be so 
absent to the inhabitants of Haut-Uélé while they are 
being systematically attacked” . In addition, in spite of 
the acute danger, MSF teams organise aid operations to 
treat or transfer the injured to health centres. 
Reacting to this accusation, a representative for Monuc 
in the DRC, Alan Doss, writes that MSF “ falsely 
represented Monuc’s objectives, as well as its 
operations to protect civilians in the territory”. 
According to him, Monuc was not involved in the 
planning of the military operation against the LRA. Its 
operations “were limited to the city of Dungu to assure 
the necessary support for FARDC” and to allow them to 
assure that  civilians  were protected .  
 
u NGOs appeal for civilians to be 

protected 
 
On 4th February 2009, in a letter addressed to John 
Holmes, United Nations Under-Secretary -General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, a coalition of around one hundred 
humanitarian and human rights organisations united as 
the Congo Advocacy Coalition (CAC), expressed their 
concerns about the humanitarian situation in Kivu. CAC 
called on him  to consider the protection of civilians as 
the highest priority for the Congolese and Rwandan 
armies’ joint operation in eastern DRC. The Alliance is 
alarmed by the fact that the joint military operation 
contributed to the displacement of thousands of people, 
who were forced to leave their homes out of fear of 
becoming victims t o attacks and acts of violence . These 
new displaced persons are in addition to the existing 1.2 
million displaced victims of the previous waves  of 
violence. CAC is also concerned by murders and t he use 
of civilians as human shields by rebels from the 
Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR), in 
addition to rapes perpetrated  by all the armed forces.  
 
 

The Alliance calls for the peace keeping mission to 
receive the resources it needs to ensure the effective 
protection of civilians and humanitarian access. 
Speaking about this crisis , Juliet Prodhan from Oxfam 
denounced the fact that “Congolese civilians are always 
targeted during military operations and their fears of 
being killed, raped and ransacked are very real”. He 
pointed out that “Congolese and Rwandan forces and 
UN peacekeeping forces should do their best to 
guarantee that  civilians are protected during joint 
operations and that they are not targeted once again”. 
For his part, Kubuya Muhangi, president of CRONGD-
North Kivu, emphasized that “all armed groups have to 
lay down their weapons” because “people in eastern 
Congo desperately want to come home and stay there 
without the fear of having to flee again”.  
 
u Thesis on transitional justice in 

Burundi 
 
On 17th February 2009, Stef Vendeginste, researcher at  
the University of Antwerp, presented his doctoral thesis 
titled “Law as a source and instrument of transitional 
justice in Burundi”. Divided into two parts and eight 
chapters, the thesis analyses the history of Burundi since 
its independence in 1962, with its cycles of political 
violence. The first part analyses what has been done in 
response to this violence from a transitional justice 
perspective. The second part elaborates on what should 
be done so that the process of transitional justice in 
Burundi complies with international norms with respect  
to human rights and humanitarian law. For Stef 
Vandeginste, Burundi’s Constitutional Court should be 
able to play a guarantor role of certain basic principles 
foreseen in the international law. But in order to do this, 
it is necessary that the Court  itself is prevented by being 
politically instrumentalised as it continues to be the case 
today. In conclusion, the thesis shows how the 
management of a politically sensitive dossier such as the 
one of transitional justice, represents the image of a 
larger problem: the Burundian political transition 
towards a new concept of State.  
  
u Meeting between the EUSR for the 

Great Lakes and NGOs 
 
At the invitation of the Special Representative of the 
European Union for the Great Lakes Region (EUSR ), 
ambassador Roeland van den Geer, a meeting between 
his office and NGOs who work on problems affecting 
the region was held in Brussels on 12 th February 2009. 
EurAc also participated . The EUSR  informed the NGOs 
the EU’s plans for the region further to the recent 
developments on the ground. This was followed by  an 
interesting exchange of views during the course of 
which representatives from the NGOs were able to 
express their concerns, especially in relation to the 
protection of civilians who are the primary victims in  the 
conflict. This meeting confirmed the importance of 
working together for the NGOs and the importance of 
forming a coalition for efficient advocacy on the region. 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
?  January 2009 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be  happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
  uRegional 

perspectives 
 
Afrique centrale : Que cherche 
Sarkozy ? 
JA, Paris, 27/01/09, 3 p. 
 
Final Communiqué of the 2nd 
Extra-ordinary Summit of the 
ICGLR Heads on the DRC 
ICGLR, Addis-Ababa, 21/01/09, 
5 p. 
 
Situation des Droits de l’Homme 
dans la région des Grands Lacs 
LDGL, Kigali, 16/01/09, 7 p. 
 

uDeath of Alison 
Des Forges 

 
Human Rights Watch Mourns 
Loss of Alison Des Forges  
HRW, New York, 13/02/09, 4 p. 
 
Alison n’est plus ! 
Monique Mujawamariya 
Montréal, 15/02/09, 3 p. 
 
Décès d’Alison Des Forges, 
chercheuse de vérité 
David Servenay, New Letter, 
Paris, 15/02/09, 2 p. 
 
Alison Des Forges, une 
détricoteuse de la raison d’Etat 
Colette Braeckman, Bruxelles, 
13/02/09, 2 p. 
 

uDRC: War in Kivu 
 
La chute du faucon noir 
JA, Paris, 05/02/09, 5 p. 

Les troubles liés au chef rebelle 
Laurent Nkunda depuis 2004 
AFP, Kinshasa, 23/01/09, 2 p. 
 
Déclaration des députés nationaux du 
Sud-Kivu face à la détérioration de la 
situation  sécuritaire à l’Est de la RDC 
Charles Muhigirwa et autres, Kinshasa, 
17/01/09, 6 p. 
 
Un coup de poker sur la vie et la mort  
Kris Berwouts, Bruxelles, 03/02/09, 
6 p. 
 
Déclaration des communautés du 
Nord-Kivu face au retour de l’armée 
rwandaise en RDC 
Communauté du Nord -Kivu, Kinshasa, 
20/01/09, 2 p. 
 
Communiqué officiel  des groupes 
armés du Nord-Kivu et du Sud-Kivu 
signataires des actes d’engagements de 
Goma du 23 janvier 2008   
D. B. Weteshe et J.A. Mwenebatu,  
Goma, 20/01/09, 2 p. 
 
Réaction des Banyamulenge à 
l’annonce du CNDP d’arrêter la guerre 
Ennock Ruberangabo Sebineza, 
Kinshasa, 18/01/09, 1 p. 
 

uDRC: Human Rights 
 
Report 2009 
HRW, New York, 01//02/09, 4 p 
 
Solution structurelle pour le problème 
des enfants soldats 
Coalition belge contre l’utilisation des 
enfants soldats, Bruxelles, 12/02/09,  
3 p. 
 

Rapport annuel 2009 
Groupe Lufalanga, Kisangani, 
05/01/09, 17 p. 
 
Groups Fears for Civilians Safety 
Oxfam, Goma, 06/02/09, 3 p. 
 
Difficile extinction des foyers 
rebelles (LRA et FDLR)  
FIDH, Kisangani, 30/01/09, 4 p. 
 
Lack of Protection for Civilians 
MSF, Kinshasa, 04/02/09, 2 p. 
 
Alan Doss responds to Criticism 
of MONUC by MSF 
Alan Doss, Kinshasa, 06/02/09,  
2 p. 
 
Préoccupations et 
recommandations aux Chefs 
d’Etat et de Gouvernement sur la 
situation en RDC 
FIDH, Paris, 23/01/09, 2 p. 
 

uDRC: Justice 
 
Arrest Bosco Ntaganda 
HRW, New York, 02/02/09, 5 p. 
 
La RDC doit arrêter et transférer 
Bosco Ntaganda à la Cour pénale 
internationale  
FIDH, Kinshasa, 06/02/09, 2 p. 
 
The International Criminal Court 
Trial of Thomas Lubanga  : 
Questions and Answers 
HRW, New York, 23/01/09, 10 p. 
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ICC’s First Trial Focuses on Child 
Soldiers 
HRW, Brussels, 23/01/09, 5 p. 
 
uDRC: Churches 
 
Messages des évêques catholiques  : 
Soyez vigilants ! 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 12/02/09, 4 p. 
 
uDRC: Humanitarian 

Situation  
 
Letter to Sir John Holmes 
Congo Advocacy, Goma, 06/02/09, 
5 p. 
 
Les exactions de la LRA poussent 
135. 000 Congolais sur les routes  
GabonEco, Libreville, 22/01/09,  
2 p. 
 

uDRC: Politics 
 
Plan américain de fin de guerre 
Le Potentiel, Kinshasa, 29/12/08,  
3 p. 
 
Congo Actualités n° 88 
Paix pour le Congo, San Paolo, 
30/01/09, 13 p. 
 
Les élections municipales et locales 
en 2009 : Etape urgente et 
incontournable 
RHODECIC, Kinshasa, 02/01/09,  
3 p. 
 
uDRC: Press 
 
Report 2009 on Press Freedom: 
DRC 
CPT, New York, 10/02/09, 5 p. 
 

uRDC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Rechercher la problématique des 
ressources naturelles dans la RDC 
IPIS, Antwerp, 12/02/09, 53 p. 
 
Coltan and the conflict in the DRC 
Edoardo Totolo,  ISN Security 
Watch, Amsterdam, 11/02/09, 4 p.  
 
Forest concession cancellations in 
DR Congo welcome, but 
widespread reforms still needed 
Global Witness, Lond on, 27/01/09, 
3 p. 
 

uBurundi: Agriculture  
 
L’agriculture, pierre angulaire de la 
paix 
UN News Centre, New York, 
20/01/09, 2 p. 
 
uBurundi: 

Cooperation 
 
Le Burundi atteint le point 
d'achèvement de l'Initiative 
renforcée d'allégement de la dette 
PPTE 
FMI, Washington, 19/01/09, 3 p. 
 
uBurundi: Human 

Rights 
 
Examen périodique universel du 
Burundi 
Iteka, Bujumbura, 20/01/09, 2 p. 
 
World Report 2009 : Burundi 
HRW, New York, 01/02/09, 5 p. 
 
Le Burundi a besoin d’une 
Commission Indép endante des 
Droits de l’Homme 
BINUB, Bujumbura, 02/02/09, 4 p. 
 

uBurundi: Justice 
 
Law as a source and instrument of 
Transitional Justice ein Burundi  
Stef Vandeginste, Antwerp, 
17/02/09, 2 p. 
 
uBurundi: Politics 
 
Le Burundi en 2009 : Vers des 
élections libres et transparentes en 
2010 
Kris Berwouts, Bruxelles, 03/02/09,  
6 p. 
 
Des équilibres fragiles 
Tshitenge Lubabu, JA, Paris, 
29/01/09, 3 p. 
 
Liste des membres du 
Gouvernement du 29/01/09 
Burundibwacu.org, Sudbury , 
29/01/09, 2 p . 
 
Le Burundi se dote d’une nouvelle 
Commission Electorale Nationale 
Indépendante 
Pana, Bujumbura, 13/02/09, 2 p. 
 

Conclusion de la réunion du Groupe 
des Envoyés spéciaux sur le Burundi 
Burundi Réalités, Bujumbura, 
18/01/09, 2 p. 
 

uBurundi: Press 
 
L’Etat burundais en quête d’une 
stratégie de communication 
Pana, Bujumbura, 27/01/09, 1 p. 
 

uRwanda : Human 
Rights  

 
World Report 2009 : Rwanda 
HRW, New York, 01/02/09, 5 p. 
 

uRwanda: Genocide  
 
 Quatrième Rapport analytique du 
Monitoring des Juridictions Gacaca. 
Période de mai 2007 à décembre 2007 
ASF, Bruxelles, 09/02/09, 83 p. 
 
Gacaca Trials to end in June 2009 
FH, Kigali, 19/01/09, 1 p. 
 

uRwanda: Politics  
 
Rapport final sur les Elections 
législatives à la Chambre des députés 
15-18 septembre 2008 
MOE-UE, Bruxelles, 26/01/09, 50 p. 
 
A Fake Report on Fake Elections 
Filip Reyntjens, Antwerp, 29/01/09,  
2 p. 
 
LA MONUC soutient une mission 
exploratoire d'anciens combattants 
rwandais du RDU/FDLR dans leur 
pays 
MONUC, Kinshasa, 26/01/09, 1 p. 
 
Rapport de la visite exploratoire 
effectuée au Rwanda par la délégation 
des combattants et leurs dépendants de 
RUD/RPR du 23 au 28 janvier 2009 
Benoît Barabwiriza, Kasiki, 01/02/09, 
6 p. 
 
Evaluation de la mise en oeuvre de la 
feuille de route sur le dés armement 
volontaire des groupes armés rwandais  
CNP, Rome, 27/01/09, 4 p. 
 
uRwanda: Press 
 
Report 2009 on Press Freedom: 
Rwanda 
CPJ, New York, 10/02/09, 3 p. 
 


