
On  29  October,  a vehicle laden with 
explosives forced entry into the UNDP 
compound in Hargeysa, Somaliland, 
and tragically killed two United Nations’ 
staff  members in a blast that also caused 
extensive damage to the buildings. The two 
were employees of the UN Department of 
Safety and Security and the UN Offi  ce for 
Project Services. They both left behind a 
wife and children. An additional six staff  
members were injured. Two who sustained 
serious injuries were evacuated to Djibouti 
for immediate medical attention. Two other 
car bombs detonated at the same time 
at the Somaliland Presidential Palace and 

 October was another devastating month for aid workers in Somalia. On 29 October, the 
UN Compound in Hargeysa, Somaliland, was attacked by a suicide car bomb, killing two 
United Nations’ staff  members and injuring six others in part of a larger, well-coordinated 
series of attacks in which 26 people perished. Earlier in October, two other UN staff  
members, one NGO staff  and one peace activist were killed. 

 Unfortunately, November started off  on an equally sad note with the killing of the
 chairperson of a women’s organisation in Baidoa on 3 November and the abduction 

of four aid workers and two pilots from an airstrip near the town of Dhuusamarreeb, 
Galgaduud region, on 5 November.

 The NGOs CARE and International Medical Corps (IMC) suspended activities in South 
Central Somalia following a statement issued on 3 October by Al Shabaab calling for the 
two organizations to cease operations in areas under its control. The suspension of CARE 
activities has aff ected  nearly 1 million  Somalis in need of food aid.

 While the security situation continued to deteriorate country-wide, the humanitarian 
needs continued to increase.  According to UNHCR, since 1 August until fi rst week of 
November nearly 108,000 people have been displaced from Mogadishu due to fi ghting. 
It is now estimated that 1.3 million Somalis have been rendered homeless and are 
scattered throughout Somalia.

 Despite timely Deyr rains (October-December), the food security situation remained 
critical for urban poor, displaced and pastoralists, FEWS NET Somalia reported. 

 The UN Security Council on 7 October unanimously adopted a resolution urging States to 
deploy naval vessels and military aircraft to actively join the fi ght against rampant piracy 
off  the coast of Somalia.  On 23 October the Dutch government took over the escort of 
WFP food shipments from the Canadian frigate which ended its mission on 22 October.

 On 25-26 October, the third round of Djibouti peace talks took place. The meetings 
resulted in two accords signed between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and 
the Alliance for the Re-liberation of Somalia (ARS). The two delegations agreed that a 
ceasefi re would become eff ective on 5 November.

 The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) concluded its special meeting 
on Somalia in Nairobi on 30 October, with the leaders recommending, among other 
things, the TFG to constitute a new cabinet, including the ARS faction, within 15 days.
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the Ethiopian consulate killing 26 people. 
Following the incident the UN decided to 
temporarily relocate some of its international 
and national staff  to Nairobi to give time to 
re-assess the security situation in Somaliland. 
The humanitarian community has lost 33 
staff  members in Somalia since January.  

“While Somalia is one of the most dangerous 
places in the world for aid workers, Hargeysa 
has been relatively stable and consequently 
many United Nations staff  were stationed 
there,” said the United Nations Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Mark 
Bowden. “It’s because of the stability that the 
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UN has been able to help move forward the 
reconstruction process, constructing schools, 
drilling boreholes, and  building on the peace 
which has been achieved there since 1998.”

The Hargeysa incident was only one of many 
attacks against the humanitarian community 
in October. On 7 October, an elder who 
worked for the International Medical Corps 
(IMC), was shot by unknown assailants in 
Belet Weyne, Hiraan region, after he publicly 
defended the work of international NGOs 
in the area. A senior programme assistant 
with WFP, Abdinasir Aden Muse, was killed  
on 17 October in Marka, Lower Shabelle 
region. Two days later, on 19 October, 
Muqtar Mohamed Hassan, an engineer with 
UNICEF’s water and sanitation activities, was 
shot dead by unknown gunmen in Xudur, 
Bakool region. On 25 October, a woman who 
worked for a local NGO IIDA was shot dead 
in Guriel village, Dhuusamarreeb, Galgaduud 
region. On 5 November, four staff  members  
from Action Against Hunger – France and 
two pilots were kidnapped at an airstrip near 
Dhuusamarreeb town. They were caught 
in an ambush by gunmen when on their 
way to the airport. They are currently still in 
captivity.

Humanitarian  
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The Transitional Federal Government 
issued a statement on 6 October calling for 
the unconditional release of two medical 
workers abducted in Ethiopia’s Somali region 
on 22 September. The two workers were 
subsequently taken to Somalia’s central 
region.  As of 10 November, 14 aid workers 
are still in captivity. 

Amnesty International reported that a 13- 
year old girl was stoned to death in Kismayo 
on 27 October after having been found 
guilty of adultery. In a press release issued 
on 4 November, UNICEF stated that reports 
indicate that she had been raped by three 
men while travelling on foot on her way to 
Mogadishu. Following the assault, she sought 
protection from the authorities, who accused 
her of adultery and sentenced her to death. 
“This is a tragic and deplorable incident,“ said 
UNICEF Representative for Somalia, Christian 
Balslev-Olesen, “A child was victimized twice 
– fi rst by the perpetrators of the rape and 
then by those responsible for administering 
justice.“ The incident highlights the extreme 
vulnerability of girls and women in Somalia, 
for whom violence and discrimination are 
intensifi ed by the eff ects of chronic confl ict 
and displacement. 

NGOs Suspend Activities 

CARE and IMC suspended activities in South 
Central Somalia following a statement issued 
on 3 October by Al Shabaab calling for the 
two organizations to cease operations in 
areas under its control. The suspension of 
CARE’s activities, including food aid and 
water and sanitation projects, is aff ecting 
nearly 1 million people. IMC was carrying 
out crucial nutrition and health activities 
in four districts of Bakool and Bay region, 
including health facilities treating around 
23,000 patients monthly, supplementary 
feeding centres benefi ting 650 children, and 
several outpatient therapeutic programmes 
benefi ting 3,600 children. WFP took over 
direct food distribution to benefi ciaries 
of supplementary feeding, Mother and 
Child Health Centres and Social Support 
Programmes in Xudur and Rab Dhuure 
districts, Bakool region. According to FSAU 
assessments, Global Acute malnutrition 
(GAM) rates in Bakool stand at 25.5%, one of 
the highest in Somalia. 

Fifty-two NGOs working in Somalia issued 
a statement on 6 October, on the rapidly 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in the 
country amidst ‘severely limited access‘ . 
The NGOs stated that currently, “South and 
Central Somalia is almost entirely off  limits to 
international staff  of aid agencies.” The NGOs 
called upon all parties to the confl ict to allow 
aid agencies unhindered access to Somalis 
who are in desperate need of emergency 
assistance. 

Mogadishu Displacement 

The upswing in fi ghting has caused a sharp 
increase in the number internally displaced 
people from Mogadishu, with an estimated 
108,000 made homeless since 1 August 2008.  
A majority of the new IDPs moved to the 
Afgooye corridor adding to the population 
of more than 300,000 IDPs. Unoffi  cial 
estimates of the current population are 
considerably higher. The newly displaced are 
facing signifi cant shortage of shelter, water, 
sanitation, health and proactive security 
measures. 

Field reports indicated that the fi ghting 
in September and October has increased 
the number of roadblocks controlled by 
various groups in Mogadishu, aff ecting the 
transportation of humanitarian supplies 
including supplies for the food kitchen 
programme supported by WFP and partners. 
There were also reports of looting of supplies 
and extortion by transporters. Despite the 
challenges, the food kitchen programme 
managed to serve more than 80,000 meals 
in Mogadishu’s 16 districts on a daily basis. 

The number of women (56%) and children 
(38%) receiving these meals has continued 
to rise. A survey conducted by implementing 
partner SAACID indicated that women and 
children are returning from the Afgooye 
corridor to access cooked meals, while male 
members of the family remain in Afgooye to 
receive dry food. 

UNICEF, in collaboration with NGO partners, 
distributed Non-Food Items to 8,000 
displaced families in Mogadishu in response 
to massive displacements at the end of 
September. UNICEF continued to support 
the immunization and provision of drugs 
for over 200,000 children under fi ve years 
of age and 50,000 expectant women in 
Mogadishu. In addition, UNICEF supported 
two supplementary feeding sites, fi ve 
Out-Patient Therapeutic (OPTs) and two 
stabilization centres reaching an average of 
1,400 moderately malnourished and 1,800 
severely malnourished children every month. 
On a monthly basis, 10,000 children are also 
receiving blanket supplementary foods 
(UNIMIX) in Kah Shiqaal and Daynile IDP 

In October nearly all parts of Somalia experienced displacement, including areas that have tradi-

tionally had relatively low levels of displacement, such as Gedo and Bakool.  The most common 

reason for movement (87%) has been insecurity or the threat of insecurity. Source: UNHCR
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camps in the northern part of Mogadishu. 

Closure of Schools in Mogadishu 

The Somali Schools Association for Formal 
Education (SAFE) issued a press statement 
on 20 October, stating that continuous 
fi ghting and insecurity in Mogadishu 
have triggered the closure of 34 learning 
institutions including seven universities. 
According to SAFE, 27,000 students have 
seen their schools and universities in Hodan 
district of Mogadishu closed down for 
security reasons in the month of October. 
Government troops are using some of the 
school facilities. The statement demanded 
the withdrawal of the troops in order to 
resume classes. 

Afgooye 

On 9 October, a UN mission was able to 
visit Afgooye IDP settlements. The mission 
confi rmed that the situation of IDPs along 
the Afgooye corridor is worsening due to 
the continuing arrival of new displaced 
people from Mogadishu. WFP has already 
scaled up its food distribution to cater for 
the additional 100,000. In October WFP 
reached 400,000 people. The major concern 
now is lack of suffi  cient water supply and 
shelter support to the newly displaced from 
Mogadishu. The Humanitarian Response 

Fund (HRF) is currently reviewing project 
proposals to scale up water trucking in the 
area. UNICEF and partners are providing 
safe drinking water to about 200,000 IDPs, 
trucking approximately 1.8 million litres per 
day.  This is a decrease from the 2 million 
trucked daily due  to improved water piping 
systems.  

AWD Outbreaks 

Acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) is rampant 
in Somalia at the onset of the raining 
seasons (Deyr late September to December 
and Gu from mid-April to mid-June) due to 
contamination of water reservoirs.  

Between early August and 31 October a total 
of 532 patients have been admitted to the 
Cholera Treatment Center (CTC) in Marka, 
Lower Shabelle region.  In response to the 
outbreak in the region,  WHO in partnership 
with NGOs distributed a 14-day ration of 
aqua-tabs (280 tablets per patient for 20 
litres drinking water per person per day). 
Another 540,000 tabs have been provided 
to the international NGO COSV and the 
national NGOs IIDA, Ayuub and New Way for 
distribution to the community, accompanied 
by social mobilization activities. Core health 
messages covering personal, environmental 
and food hygiene in Somali are also being 

aired on radio in  Marka. UNICEF in partnership 
with local NGO SAACID implemented 
water chlorination and social mobilization 
campaigns in 13 villages in Middle Shabelle 
region.
 
The number of AWD cases in Bossaso, 
Puntland, rose to a total of 300 people 
during the period mid-September until 
end October with  eight related deaths 
reported.  AWD prevention activities were 
intensifi ed  during the month in Bossaso, 
with UNICEF and partners conducting social 
mobilization, case tracing, water chlorination 
and household water purifi cation campaigns 
in collaboration with the Mayor of Bossaso. 

Humanitarian Response 

During the month of October, ICRC distributed 
11,745 mt of food aid commodities to 
326,250 vulnerable residents and displaced 
populations in Galgaduud, South Mudug and 
some pockets in Puntland and Somaliland. 
WFP distributed a total of 21,198 mt of food 
aid to nearly 1.7 million benefi ciaries in South 
Central Somalia.  WFP’s planned distribution 
for October was to reach 2.4 million 
benefi ciaries. However, due to insecurity 
and shortage of non-cereal food, the agency 
reached 68% of the planned.  

WFP announced it will deliver emergency 
supplies of highly nutritious, peanut-
based food to Somalia in a bid to combat 
the growing threat of severe malnutrition 
amongst children. In a statement issued on 22 
October, the WFP Somalia Country Director 
Peter Goossens said, “This specialized product 
is expensive, but worth every penny for its 
ability to save lives, particularly given the 
depth of the current crises in Somalia.” This 
is the fi rst time WFP is using ‘Supplementary 
Plumpy’ on a large scale. It will be delivered 
through existing networks of feeding centres 
run by international and national NGOs in the 
next six months. The median rate of acute 
malnutrition in 20 surveys conducted this 
year is more than 18%, which is well above 
the 15% emergency threshold. 

Flooding & Deyr Rains

According to FEWS NET Somalia, the Deyr 
rains began in many parts of the country 
during late September and early October, 
demonstrating a timely onset to the shorter 
of Somalia’s two rainy seasons (Gu and Deyr). 
Since late September, light to medium rains 
ranging from10 to 50 mm were received in 
most of the regions. In the drought-aff ected 
regions of Galgaduud and Mudug, where 
serious water shortages have persisted for 
the last 18 months, localised but plentiful 
rains were received. These rains have 
replenished some of the underground 
reservoirs (berkads) and are expected to 
improve grazing conditions. However, the 
coastal and sub-coastal areas in the central 
regions still remain dry. 

Mothers waiting to get their malnourished children treated - A health clinic in Hawa Abdi IDP set-
tlement, Afgooye, October  2008 - Credit: WFP
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Of Note: 

 
On 22 October, the Deputy High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Kyung-
wha Kang, visited Dabaab refugee camps 
in northern Kenya, home to some 215,000 
refugees, of whom 97% are Somalis. In the 
wake of continued fi ghting inside Somalia 
since 2007, close to 1.3 million have been 
displaced in-country while thousands 
more have sought refuge in neighbouring 
countries. According to UNHCR, some 
4,500 Somalis have crossed into Kenya 
every month since January, with some 
making onward journeys to Libya, South 
Africa and other countries. Ms. Kang 
said, “Any lasting peace in Somalia must 
be based on accountability and justice 
for the serious violation of human rights 
committed by all sides throughout the 
Somali confl ict.”

Some 104 children aged between 15 
and 18 were released from prison in 
Somaliland on 21 October following a 
presidential decree commemorating Idd 
al Fitr. This followed the enactment of the 
new Juvenile Justice Law for Somaliland 
in April 2008. A joint statement issued 
on 24 October by UNDP and UNICEF said 
many of the children were imprisoned for 
charges of truancy and disobedience to 
parents. Upon release, the children were 
provided with reintegration services, 
clothing, food allowances and transport 
back to their communities.

The Dutch government took over the 
escort of WFP food shipments from the 
Canadian frigate which ended its mission 
on 22 October. The Dutch frigate will 
end its mission on 10 December during 
which it is expected to have escorted 
some 100,000 metric tons of assorted 
food commodities into Somalia. This is 
the second time this year (April to June) 
that the Dutch government is providing 
these escorts. The waters off  the Somali 
coast are considered the most dangerous 
in the world. This year alone, pirates have 
seized more than 60 vessels. Resolution 
1838 urges States with naval vessels and 
military aircraft operating on the high 
seas and airspace off  the Somali coast “to 
use the necessary means, in conformity 
with international law ... for the repression 
of acts of piracy.”

On 20-21 October, heavy rains accompanied 
by cold winds occurred in several districts 
of Bari region, Puntland, along the coastal 
areas of the Indian Ocean. Local authorities 
in the area reported that the rains and winds 
destroyed many boats and fi shing gear while 
450 pastoral families lost some 2,730 head of 
livestock.

Mixed Migration 

More Somalis continued to endanger their 
lives by making the dangerous sea crossing 
through the Gulf of Aden.  On 9 October, 
at least 100 people were reported missing 
in the Gulf of Aden after being forced 
overboard by smugglers off  the coast of 
Yemen. Some 47 people survived the ordeal 
and they were received at the UNHCR Mayfa 
reception centre. On 2 November, another 
60 people were killed after smugglers forced 
them overboard.  Since January, more than 
38,000 people have arrived at the Yemen 
coast, with 577 people reported dead during 
the crossing, while 296 are still missing, 
presumed dead.

FEWS NET stated that it is too early to 
determine the overall performance of the 
rainy season; however, climate forecast 
indicates that Deyr rains will be normal. 

In early October, the Somali Water and Land 
Information Management (SWALIM) issued  
an  advisory of moderate fl ood risk on the Juba 
River at Baardheere, Gedo’s lower reaches 
of the river and the surrounding areas. The 
advisory was issued amidst reports of rains 
in the Ethiopian highlands, which normally 
translate to high water levels downstream 
in Somalia’s Shabelle and Juba rivers. Rains 
in Bakool region caused excessive fl ooding. 
A child was reportedly killed by fl ooding in 
Tayeeglow town where the water levels in 
the town reached about one meter high. 
Most of the houses within the town and the 
surrounding areas were submerged in water 
and business came to a standstill. All wells 
and toilets were covered by water causing 
fear of disease outbreak. 

On the UN Hand-washing Day (15 October), UNICEF carried out demonstrations of hand wash-

ing with soap. Soap and posters with the message (in Somali) ‘Our Health is in Our Hands’ were 

distributed. Approximately 20,000 children participated throughout the country.  According to 

UNICEF, water-borne diseases account for almost 20% of deaths of children under fi ve in Somalia, 

and only a quarter of Somalis have access to adequate sanitation facilities. Credit: UNICEF


