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Newsletter  
14 – 21 June 2010 

Highlights 
 

- The next legislative and presidential elections 
scheduled for 24 October 

-  Celebrating the Day of Voluntary blood donors 

- Strengthening the epidemiological surveillance 
in Central Africa 

- World day of Refugees celebrated in 
Mongoumba 

Background and  security  
Presidential elections scheduled for 24 October 

On 17 June, the Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC) of the Central African Republic has published, 
following a plenary session, the new timetable that 
the first round of presidential and legislative elections 
will take place on 24 October and the second round 
on 19 December 2010. This timetable should first be 
validated by a decree convening the electorate before 
being finally adopted for transparent and free 
elections. In a radio statement on 11 June, the Head 
of State, Francois Bozizé has estimated that the new 
election date should take into account the security 
conditions and the progress of the disarmament, 
demobilization and reintegration of former rebels 
(DDR), currently  underway.  

To this end, the former chairman of the IEC of 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Apollinaire Malu-Malu 
came to CAR to share the experiences of his country 
with the IEC members of CAR. The presidential and 
legislative elections have already been postponed 
twice.  

News  
World Day of Blood Donors  

The World Day of Voluntary Blood Donors was 
celebrated on 14 June in Bangui and the theme is 
"The world needs new blood."  

The event was held at the National Blood Transfusion 
Centre (CNTS) in the presence of the Minister of 
Public Health, Andre Nalké Dorogo and the 
Representative of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in CAR, Zakaria Maiga. "Everyone, or almost 
can help save lives, either by becoming a regular 
donor or, if it is impossible for medical reasons, 

providing voluntary assistance in the days of blood 
collection.” said André Nalké Dorogo.  

"It is essential to recruit and to retain young blood 
donors, volunteers, in the hope that this new 
generation ... will have a pool supplying blood that is 
as safe as possible that will be used by health centers 
... to save the lives of patients suffering from severe 
anemia or bleeding, a major public health problem 
primarily among children under five and young 
mothers in our region, "said the representative of the 
WHO in  CAR.  

The president of the association of blood donors, Mr. 
Celestin Guéméndégo deplored the lack of material 
and financial resources of its platform and weak 
income of the  CNTS. He used the occasion to 
launch an appeal to the government and international 
partners for financial support and equipment. The 
national association of blood donors has 820 
volunteers.  

Contact diberta@cf.afro.who.int for more information. 

Epidemiological surveillance in Central Africa  

Over a period of 5 years, the pilot project to 
strengthen epidemiological surveillance will begin in 
Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Central African  Republic.  

The epidemiological surveillance in Central Africa will 
have a better coordination impact and improve the 
system in other countries of the region.  
The objective of this project is to strengthen the 
capacity of disease surveillance and response, 
focusing particularly on preventable diseases by 
vaccination and other epidemic-prone diseases. One 
of the goals of the project is also to train staff on 
epidemiology and laboratory in field. The first session 
of training in the field of epidemiology was held in 
Bangui from 4 to 16 June  2010.  

The outcomes of the  project:  

 Epidemiological and biological surveillance  
national and provincial levels of each country is 
strengthened; 

 Providing proper and timely quality information on 
priority diseases; 

 Use proper data for decision-making and 
implementation activities of disease control and 
response; 

 Better data analysis through strengthened data 
management systems, good communication and 
coordination at all levels of the health system. 
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Contact conjugop@cf.afro.who.int for more 
information.  
 

World Refugee Day -Mongoumba  

Celebrated on 20 June 20, World Refugee Day with 
the theme "They stole my past but the future belongs 
to me" was commemorated in the city of Mongoumba 
in south-east of CAR where nearly 17,000 refugees 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo (RDC) are 
living. 

The Congolese refugees are spread out in six sites: 
the site of Mongoumba, the Embouchure, Sabourou, 
Zinga, and in  Ikoumba 1 and  2.  
 

The refugees from the site of  Ikouma  
 

"It is our collective duty to help them rebuild their lives 
with dignity, through education and training in 
essential business of life", said the UNHCR Officer in 
Charge, Mr. Mahamane Tane Bamba.  

Contact mbaiorem@unhcr.org for more information. 

For more information, please contact: UN OCHA CAR | Gisele 
Willybiro-Maïdou | willybiro@un.org |  
+236 70 18 80 61 

 


