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Regional food security situation and outlook  

Food security conditions expected to deteriorate 

The overall regional food security conditions remain alarming, food security conditions remain alarming, food security conditions remain alarming, food security conditions remain alarming, especially in areas of the eastern part of the region most affected by the La Niña phenomenon. La Niña phenomenon. La Niña phenomenon. La Niña phenomenon.     The effects of the extremely poor October to December short rains have severely and negatively impacted on crop and livestock production, deepening food insecurity in pastoral and marginal cropping areas.  In Somalia, rain failure has caused a severe water crisis in most parts of the country with the exception of the north-western regions. The dry conditions have also resulted in substantial crop harvest failure in the south-central crop-producing areas. Food security has also worsened for marginal agricultural farmers in the southeast and coastal lowlands of Kenya, who have lost as close to 80 percent of the short rains crops, as well as for the majority of pastoral households in the northern and eastern parts of the country where grazing resources deteriorated over the last months.  Critical water shortages and deteriorated pastures conditions have been reported also for pastoral and agro-pastoral areas in the southern and south-eastern Ethiopia.  In addition to the La Niña effects, food insecurity in the region is also driven by con-flicts, civil insecurity, displacements, high food prices, reduced market access, re-stricted humanitarian access in some areas as well as structural or underlying factors affecting food security such as poor economic policy environment, poor governance, low investments in the agricultural sector and weak regional coordination structures.     Most-Likely Scenario Regional Outcomes (Apr-Jun)  (Source: FEWS NET) 

Most-Likely Scenario (Apr-Jun) 
ICPAC Seasonal Rainfall Forecast March-May 2011 

Food insecurity persists in most parts of the region as critical areas worsen 

    
Further Information 

•        East Africa Food Security Alert, March: http://

www.disasterriskreduction.net/ 
•        ICPAC Regional Consensus Forecast: http://

www.icpac.net/   
•       The State of Food and Agriculture 2010-11  (FAO, 

March 2011): http://www.fao.org/ publications/sofa/en/ 

•        FSNWG La Niña Taskforce ( forecasts ) : http://

www.disasterriskreduction.net/La_nina 

•        Integrated FS Phase Classification : www.ipcinfo.org 

 

• Disaster Risk Reductionwebsite: http://

disasterreduction.net/easterandcentralafrica 
 
 

The results of a multi ‐ agency FEWS NET, FAO, FSNAU, WFP,  FSNWG and GoK Arid Land Project, scenario building exercise, indicate that food security situation in the Eastern part of the Horn of that food security situation in the Eastern part of the Horn of that food security situation in the Eastern part of the Horn of that food security situation in the Eastern part of the Horn of Africa will most likely deteriorate furtherAfrica will most likely deteriorate furtherAfrica will most likely deteriorate furtherAfrica will most likely deteriorate further in the coming months. This out-look is based on the increased probability for a below normal and poorly distributed March to May rains over some areas of the eastern part of the regionregionregionregion (Somalia, northern, eastern Kenya, eastern, southern Ethiopia, but also Djibouti, extreme southern Sudan, northern Uganda, north-
eastern and central Tanzania ) , as the analysis of global, regional and national forecasts suggested.  This poor seasonal performance will cause concern in the pastoral and  marginal cropping areas currently affected by drought,  where households are already facing difficulty in meeting basic food and water survival needs, purchasing power has reduced and levels of acute malnutrition are above emergency threshold and increasing. Therefore, failure of the March to May rains is likely to result in a major crisis. 

Food Security & Nutrition Working  
       Central and Eastern Africa 

                  Recommendations for action  
 

• Large-scale contingency/response 

planning should begin immediately   
• Expanded multi-sectoral program-

ming should be implemented to 

address current and expected food 

insecurity  

• Interventions should go beyond 

the humanitarian response, ad-

dressing recovery/ transition pe-

riod  (DRR approach) 



Several International NGOs and UN Agencies have underlined their interest in developing a regional food security and nutrition coordination mechanism, technically supported by FAO. As a result of this request, a thematic working group - the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group - was established in 2005 with the participation of CRS, IFRC, Save the Children, OCHA, World Vision, Concern Universal , OXFAM, FAO, FAO/FSAU, FEWS NET, WFP, UNHCR and UNICEF.  The FSNWG now covers12 countries: Burundi, CAR, Djibouti, DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda.  In the future, the FSNWG will be co-chaired by IGAD. For more information, please contact  the FAO Sub-Regional Emergency Office for Eastern and Central Africa (REOA): fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

Reducing hunger for 150 million people by closing the gender gap  

More resources to women in agriculture can save lives                                                                                                                                                                                                                     (Pictures credit: FAO ) 

African Union Policy framework for pastoralism 
Securing, Protecting and Improving the Lives,  

Livelihoods and Rights of Pastoralist Communities in Africa The Policy Framework for Pastoralism in Africa Policy Framework for Pastoralism in Africa Policy Framework for Pastoralism in Africa Policy Framework for Pastoralism in Africa is the first continent-wide policy initiative which aims to secure, protect and improve the lives, liveli-hoods and rights of African pastoralists. The policy framework is a platform for mobilizing and coordinating political commitment to pastoral development in Africa, and emphasizes the need to fully involve pastoralist women and men in the national and regional development processes from which they are supposed to benefit. The framework also emphasizes the regional nature of many pastoralist ecosystems in Africa and therefore, the need to support and harmonize policies across the Regional Economic Communities and Member States. The framework    contains guiding and cross-cutting principles, two main objectives, and a set of strategies for each objective. The two objec-tives of the framework are as follows: Objective 1: Secure and protect the lives, livelihoods and rights of pastoral peoples and ensure continent-wide commitment to political, social and eco-nomic development of pastoral communities and pastoral areas. Objective 2: Reinforce the contribution of pastoral livestock to national, re-gional and continent-wide economies. Sustainable pastoral resource management, equitable and secured access to pastoral resources, peace and security are the core issues underlining this 

pastoral policy framework. Although considerable efforts with some positive results are being made throughout Africa, a great deal more still needs to be done. This calls for both commitments from individual countries and coopera-tion at the regional and continental levels. An important added value of the framework is not simply the improvement of living and working conditions of the pastoral communities in Africa, but the deepening and consolidation of peace, security and democracy. The African Union expects that its Member States which are in the course of or are contemplating the initiation, review, revision or comprehensive development and implementation of all or part of policies designed to ensure that their pastoral systems are fully integrated into national development processes, will find this document a useful guide. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations ( F AO )  launched its flagship publication, the State Of Food and Agriculture ( S OFA ) , at the occasion of the 100th celebration of the International Women ’ s Day. The report, dedicated to women in agriculture, analyses the impact of the gender gap in the sector. According to the report, closing the gender gap in agriculture could generate closing the gender gap in agriculture could generate closing the gender gap in agriculture could generate closing the gender gap in agriculture could generate significant gains for the sector and society.significant gains for the sector and society.significant gains for the sector and society.significant gains for the sector and society. Giving women the same access as men to agricultural inputs like fertilizers and improved seeds could increase production on women ’ s  farms by 20-30%. This would correspond to an increase in agricultural production in developing countries of 2.5-4% higher. This production increase alone could translate into a reduction in the number of undernourished people in the world of 12-17%, or 100-150 million people. Closing the gender gap would put more income in the hands of women which is a proven strategy for improving health, nutrition and education outcomes for children. These social benefits also build human capital, which contributes directly to economic growth.  The report shows that the reasons for the lower yields on women’ s  farms 

lie in the fact that they have small plots of poorer quality. They often have insecure land tenure, which also affects their access to credits. Women farmers are also less likely than men to use modern inputs such as improved seeds, fertilizers, pest control measures and mechanical tools.  The constraints women face are often interrelated and need to be addressed holistically. To be effective, interventions must be “ bundled ”  so they treat these constraints together. Women and girls, spend far too much time in drudgery –  carrying water, carrying firewood, walking, pounding grain or cassava by hand. Essential public services and improved technologies can free-up women ’ s time for more productive and rewarding activities.  Closing the gender gap calls for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women under the law, ensure that access to resources is more equal and that agricultural policies and programmes are gender-aware, and make women ’ s voices heard in decision-making at all levels. Women must be seen as equal partners in sustainable development. Achieving gender equality and empowering women is not only the right thing to do; it is also crucial for agricultural development and food security. 

DateDateDateDate EventEventEventEvent LocationLocationLocationLocation 
22 March Regional Dryland initiative launch (FSNWG)  

Nairobi, 
Kenya  

22 March 
Drought Cycle Management Project in HoA - 
Stakeholders' Meeting  

Kotido, 
Uganda  

23-25 March IASC- Global Nutrition Cluster Annual Meeting  
Nairobi, 
Kenya  

22 March IAWG - DRR and CCA Group meeting  
Nairobi, 
Kenya  

14 April FSNWG monthly meeting  
Nairobi, 
Kenya  

14 April RHPT meeting 
Nairobi, 
Kenya  


