
 
 General Overview  
On 25 February, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial killings concluded his 10 day fact-finding 
mission in Kenya. In a Statement Prof Phillip Alston noted that the evidence of police having carried out 
extra judicial killings was more than enough to merit further investigations. In his recommendations, the 
Special Rapporteur called for the resignation of the Attorney General and the dismissal of the Chief of 
Police. He also recommended that an independent civilian police oversight body be established, records 
of police killings be centralized, and that an independent Department of Public Prosecutions be created 
among other things. (The full text of the Special Repporteur’s STATEMENT is available at 
www.extrajudiacialexecutions.org).  
On 2nd March, OSCAR Foundation an NGO which defends the rights of victims of extra judicial killings 
by the police distributed leaflets in Nakuru and Molo districts mobilizing for a mass action country-wide 
on the 5th of March. The leaflets demanded justice from the government on the killings and 
disappearances of young men believed to be from Mungiki sect. About 400 people are reported to have 
been killed by the Police during the Post Election Violence (PEV) while others who mysteriously 
disappeared while under police custody were later found dead.  Simultaneously threatening leaflets 
were circulated in Nakuru calling for the extermination of certain ethnicities as retaliation for the burnings 
at Kiambaa church in January 2008.  
On 5 March, tension was high as transport remained paralyzed for most part of the day in Nairobi, 
central Nakuru, Limuru and Molo. Although the mass action was largely unsuccessful, at approximately 
6 pm, two senior members of the OSCAR Foundation were killed along State House Road. A student 
was shot dead too. The killing of the student caused further unrest as students angrily responded to this 
incident. Meanwhile, the Government has launched an investigation into the three murders, although 
students continued to protest the killings on 10 March.   
 
Humanitarian actors in Nakuru prepared a Contingency Plan for possible violence and civil unrest. The 
Plan prioritizes life saving interventions in emergency medical aid for injuries and emergency shelter, 
water and protection for the displaced followed with provision of NFIs, improved sanitation, medical 
intervention including disease control, emergency nutrition and psychosocial support. The districts and 
population identified as vulnerable to this threat are Nakuru North and Central (5000-20,000 people), 
Naivasha (1000 people) and Molo (15000). These are known hotspot areas with histories of recurrent 
ethno-political hostilities. 
 
The Kenya Food Security Steering Group Short Rains Assessment (SRA) conducted in February 2009 
concluded that the current food insecurity in the country is strongly linked to issues of access and 
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affordability as well as maize supply shortages. Overall crop production reduced by 20% below average 
levels and cross-border imports declined by 40% in spite the notable imports of 150,000 MT from South 
Africa and Tanzania. Despite government’s efforts to cushion Kenyans from high maize prices, up to 
150% price increment had been recorded in some parts of the country. This is attributed to reduced role 
of private sector in pricing, marketing and distribution causing market distortions, speculative trading 
and lengthening of marketing chains.   
The report notes that in order to address chronic food insecurity and the current crisis, immediate and 
simultaneous scale-up of short and long-term interventions are needed urgently to ensure life-saving 
food supplies for an estimated 2.5 million highly vulnerable persons. Longer-term interventions are also 
needed to boost and diversify food production that supports the livelihoods of at-risk populations and 
mitigate the impact of the current crisis and buffer future shocks.  
The US Office for Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) has funded a consortium led by Food for the 
Hungry Kenya (FH) with its partners AAH, CRS, CARE and World Vision in food security projects that 
aim to address the food price crisis in ASAL areas and marginal farmlands. The three-year projects 
which began this month include livestock, agriculture, and economic asset development and recovery 
components. It is hoped for these activities to build resilience to shocks for vulnerable populations in the 
longer term. 
 
One year since the signing of the National Accord, there are lingering concerns about the stability of the 
Coalition Government as ODM calls for a re-negotiation of the Accord. Meanwhile, many Kenyans have 
expressed disappointment in how the Grand Coalition Government has performed in the past year and 
its failure to carry out major reforms under Agenda IV which comprises constitutional, legal and 
institutional changes. Other reforms include addressing youth unemployment, consolidating national 
cohesion and unity, land reforms and elimination of impunity culture. 
 
An audit report commissioned by the Kofi Anan led team of Panel of Eminent Persons warns that unless 
Kenya reforms it systems and resolves the root causes of post-election violence, the country is at risk of 
a resurgence of violence.  The report attributes this to the existence of militia groups, currently dormant 
but likely to be reactivated for purposes of political violence. The survey notes that the culture of 
impunity reinforces the existence of these groups. In addition, the proliferation of these armed groups 
can be attributed at least in part – to the failure to arrest, prosecute and punish their members and/or 
sponsors.  
The continued deterioration of pastoralist livelihoods has led to an increased frequency and intensity of 
livestock raiding and resource-based conflicts in affected areas. Over 412 pastoralists were killed in 
armed conflicts since January 2008 and over 20,000 people were displaced; in January and February 
2009, the number of deaths in the pastoralist areas stands at 47.  
 
II. Humanitarian Situation  
 
Food security 
According to the Kenya Food Security Update for February 2009, continued decline in food security 
among pastoral and agro-pastoral households could drive a significant proportion of households into an 
emergency situation unless cross-sectoral and appropriately targeted food and non-food aid are 
instituted immediately. The SRA recommends among other things that programmes to support 
livestock-based livelihoods address the declining terms of trade being faced by pastoralists by improving 
marketing and infrastructure.  
 
The SRA carried out from 2-21 February notes that current higher levels of food insecurity in the country 
are linked much more strongly to issues of access and affordability than the supply shortages. The 
report notes that drought, food prices an increase, in poverty levels, destitution, conflict and insecurity, 
upsurge in diseases and decline in nutritional status among under-fives are all factors to food insecurity. 
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Below is an Integrated Food Security Classification developed following the Short Rains Assessment:  

Food Security classification before and after 2008 Long Rains
MARCH 2009AUGUST 2008

 
 
Food assistance 
WFP will scale up from 1.3 million people served under EMOP to some 3.5 million under the new PRRO 
to accommodate the emergency needs of the new caseload but also to carry out recovery activities as 
planned. WFP PRRO operation for protecting and rebuilding livelihoods has an inbuilt component to 
assist populations affected by new emergencies. An estimated 2.15 million people will receive general 
food distributions in ASALs; 350 000 people will benefit from food-for-asset projects which are designed 
to enhance resilience of communities in the face of new emergencies; 100,000 children under five and 
pregnant/lactating mothers will receive supplementary feeding in ASALs; 40 000 expectant and young 
mothers will receive nutritional support through health facilities mainly in urban areas (Nairobi and 
Kisumu). An additional 180,000 household members of children and mothers receiving SFP/MCH will 
also receive protection (take-home) family rations in areas not covered by FFA or GFD. And following 
the SRA, some 655,000 school children from districts affected by drought and crop failure will benefit 
from the school feeding program in addition to some 770,000 school children already catered for in the 
on-going country programme.  
 
A Ksh20 million fund to feed hungry Kenyans has been launched by the Standard Group, Kenya Red 
Cross, Kenya Commercial Bank, Capital Group, Tusky’s supermarket and Kenya Railways. The 
campaign which began on 5 March is expected to end on 27 March.  
 
Refugees 
Despite official closure of the Kenya-Somalia border in 2007, more than 60,000 Somalis are reported to 
have crossed the border into Kenya in 2008 alone. The refugee population in Dadaab continues to 
increase and currently stands at 257,751 persons as of 9 March 2009, an increase of 9 per cent since 
the beginning of the year. The population in the three Dadaab camps has now surpassed the 250,000 
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mark. Insufficient capacity within the existing camps has been of growing concern to humanitarian 
partners while the potential health risks posed by overcrowding and insufficient water and sanitation 
facilities are dire.  
 
Difficulties continue in securing an extra piece of land for camp expansion. According to UNHCR, 
application for the tentatively allocated land in Fafi district is currently undergoing vetting by local 
councillors, who have indicated support with many conditions including the request that the entire 
compound of 1,000 ha be fenced off. UNHCR informs that ‘other conditions’ remain ambiguous.  
Meanwhile, relocation plans were revised to move 10 000 instead of 50,000 refugees to Kakuma camp 
located in the north-west of Kenya due to funding constraints. The refugee population in Kakuma has 
been declining as a result of returns to South Sudan, and although space is more readily available, the 
cost of relocation is prohibitive and cultural integration for Somali refugees is challenging.  
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
The number of resettled IDPs to pre-displacement or transit sites remains at 347, 418 as reported by the 
Ministry of State for Special Programmes (MoSSP). MoSSP reports that there are 2,582 IDPs remaining 
in 2 camps across the Rift Valley. There are some 12 Self Help groups consisting of 6,986 households 
(total population of 28,979 people) who have voluntarily pooled resources to purchase land and set up 
camp-like settings. So far, 19,000 households have received resettlement grants of Ksh25, 000 while 
40,000 households have received government start-up funds of Ksh10, 000. However, there has been 
some resistance from IDPs with small businesses who claim that the start-up funds are insufficient to 
support their livelihoods recovery.  
 
Many of the transit sites continue to lack basic services such as adequate sanitation and hygiene 
facilities, and access to schools and health facilities. Food assistance is currently being provided on a 
monthly basis by WFP and the KRCS through established food distribution points. Following the Short 
Rains Assessment recommendations, this exercise is expected to be completed by April 2009. The 
continuous movement of IDPs, however, as well as the dispersed nature of the transit sites, presents 
obstacles to adequate service provision. The humanitarian community has supported this process and 
will continue to facilitate the delivery of services to the new sites.  However, humanitarian partners have 
also encouraged the local authorities to monitor and support relocation processes to ensure that they 
are in line with peace building and reconciliation goals.  
 
As of 10 February, 5103 house units (Transitional Shelter kits, Low Cost houses and other models) had 
been either distributed or constructed, with another 910 houses rehabilitated. The Government has 
expressed gratitude to the international community for their support to the shelter project, which has 
allowed for more than 75% of houses to be rebuilt or slotted for construction this year. 
 
Nutrition 
An urban nutrition assessment conducted by UNICEF and Concern Worldwide indicate that one of 
every two children in Kibera slum are chronically malnourished or stunted while the national average is 
one in three. This is quite alarming because this is an area that receives little support despite underlying 
and long term issues such as poverty. The assessment calls for strategic focus for urban nutrition 
response through improved coverage by ensuring that the needs of urban populations are prioritized in 
planning, capacity development and service strengthening. Improved needs in quality control standards 
and strengthened coordination mechanisms with cross-sectoral linkages are also needed.  Stronger 
information systems and analysis will facilitate the mobilisation of resources. .  
 
UNICEF and WFP will support supplementary feeding activities in Eastern province; a selection of most 
affected districts is ongoing.  UNICEF is supporting MOH with additional technical assistance – trained 
nutritionists will do a quick orientation of staff on ground while MOH and WHO are planning for training 
on management of acute malnutrition. In addition, World vision is scaling up nutrition interventions in 
Marsabit, Samburu, Baringo, Kinango and Taita. 
 
The nutrition information group has finalized its preparations of tools that will be used for rapid 
assessments and surveillance in 30 districts. Meanwhile, the Nutrition cluster is finalizing the 
Preparedness Plans and Who Does What Where matrix. Once completed, new partners who have 
expressed interest in providing additional support will have a better idea where the gaps are and require 
immediate interventions.  
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The second phase of ACF sentinel nutrition survey will be undertaken in Garissa and Mandera districts 
before the end of March. 
 
Health 
Synchronized sub-polio campaigns have begun in the greater Turkana district of Kenya, Northern 
Uganda and Southern Sudan following the outbreak of poliomyelitis two weeks ago along the frontiers of 
the three countries. Apart from one case reported in 2006 at Dadaab camp, Kenya had been polio free 
for more than 15 years. Breakdown in service provision especially in the immunization campaigns in the 
ASALs with a low coverage of below 50% in some areas is seen as a major contributing factor to the 
spread of polio.   
 
The Ministry of health and partners have developed a Cholera Response Plan focusing on Nyanza 
Province and other affected areas. The total cost required for implementation is 40 million Kenyan 
Shillings. A plan of action to respond to cholera outbreak in Dagahaley and Ifo camps in Dadaab was 
reviewed on 4 March during the Refugee Health stakeholders meeting. It was reported that the camps 
were also battling with 6 confirmed cases of Multi Drug Resistant Tuberculosis which require urgent 
attention.  
 
According to the latest weekly disease surveillance report issued by the Ministry of Medical Services on 
5 March, the total number of reported Cholera cases in the country now stands at 530 with about 30 
deaths. Nine districts have so far reported Cholera outbreak. 
 
Fire tragedy  
On 4 March at about 6.00pm, there was a gas explosion in Kitale town at the Agro-vet stores. The store 
was completely burned down and four people seriously injured; the four were admitted at Moi Teaching 
and Referral Hospital in Eldoret. The DC, Police, MoH and KRC arrived at the scene of the fire accident 
immediately. Buildings next to the burnt one were not affected. 
 
Thirty more nurses have been recruited with the assistance of Medecins Sans Frontiers (MSF) to help 
care for the 32 survivors of the Sachang’wan tanker tragedy at the Rift Valley General Hospital. A 
surgeon deployed by MSF is also assisting with the operations. The survivors continue to require 
constant care as some are undergoing complex treatment and surgery.  
 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
OCHA facilitated consultative workshops in Nakuru and Eldoret to review the draft National Disaster 
Management Policy. Participants from the civil society, NGOs and the private sector made 
recommendations to be incorporated into the final policy document. The two workshops culminated in a 
two day workshop in Nairobi on 5 and 6 March. MoSSP with support from OXFAM and OCHA Kenya 
organised the platform to validate the draft National Disaster Management Policy. The workshop was 
officiated by the Permanent Secretary (PS), MoSSP who informed participants that the cabinet had 
already accepted the adoption of the proposed National Disaster Response Plan (NDRP) and that the 
next step was its dissemination to the provinces, districts and the rest of the stakeholders. Provincial 
and district GoK officials, the UN, NGOs and Civil Society participated. Among issues raised were 
accountability/lack of and institutional arrangements at district level. The final draft will be circulated 
before submission to the cabinet in mid-March. The policy is expected to be ratified by parliament by 
mid-year. 
Water and Sanitation 
CRS, Action Against Hunger and CARE are working together in Garissa and Tana River districts on a 3 
year privately funded consortium project aimed at total water and sanitation transformation. The Global 
Water Initiative – Running Dry- focuses on good governance, sustainable multiple use of water and risk 
management.  
 
The Self Help group at the Pipeline area of Nakuru now have access to piped water supply.  The camp 
was connected to the town mains supply by the district Water Officer using UNICEF supplied pipes and 
fittings.  Storage tanks at the camp are those salvaged from the Nakuru Showground.  
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Protection 
Discussions on the transition of the Protection Cluster into a National Protection Working Group 
continue to dominate the sectors activities. In February, a Legal Aid Working Group was established 
and a sub working group proposed. The terms of reference have been circulated and work plan 
expected to be elaborated by end of March.  
 
IDPs at Kalaha transit site in Trans Nzoia cited continued mistrust between the communities in spite of 
extensive reconciliation efforts by the Government, World Vision, the Catholic Church, Free Pentecostal 
Church and Handicap International. It was noted that attendance to peace meetings is limited to the 
displaced community, while the host community (also referred to as non community) is left out. As a 
result, newly constructed shelters by the Kitale Catholic Dioceses are left unoccupied for fear of attack. 
“Survival sex” at the site was reported by single women citing lack of alternative livelihoods. Elsewhere, 
returnees from Upper Mbagara in Lugari district are still suspicious and fearful of their neighbours who 
continue to threaten and discriminate against them in accessing education bursary funds and livelihood 
opportunities. While no violence has been reported, mistrust among returnees and host communities 
remain prevalent. Danish Refugee Council has reported cases of malicious grazing in south rift and has 
thus planned to support peace initiatives amongst youth, through sports.  

A Gender Based Violence sensitization exercise was conducted by UNHCR at the Ampiva farm in 
Nakuru North district on 13 February. There is a general lack of awareness among the women on 
options and procedures for reporting gender based violence incidents. 74 households in Ampiva farm 
reported land disputes over the 600 acres piece of land on which they have lived for over 20 years. A 
meeting with the DC has been planned to resolve the dispute. 

UNHCR and Ion are continuing with the participatory assessment at Kalaha and Teldet transit sites in 
Saboti division of Trans Nzoia West district.  
 
Shelter and Non Food Items 
The Shelter Working Group meeting noted that with the exception of IOM, who had received funding 
from the Japanese Government to construct 8,000 houses, no other partner had received additional 
funding in 2009. However, construction or rehabilitation of an estimated 17,000 houses continues with 
funds received in 2008. Through training, partners are able to utilize communities for labour during 
constructions. Mabati Rolling Mills is also continuing with the construction of the prototype metal frame 
houses in Mahi Mahiu in Naivasha district.  
 
Turi Self-Help settlement in Molo comprising of 177 households have managed to purchase a 6 acre 
plot of land and are already leasing an extra 12 acres for farming purposes. DRC has provided the 
group with construction materials for toilet and bathrooms. They have completed the payment of 6 acres 
of land through money received from the government grant of Ksh10, 000 and hope to purchase 
additional land. The Self-Help group seeks assistance in seeds and fertilizer.  
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office, OCHA-Kenya, +254 (20)7625155, jeanine.cooper@undp.org. 
 
Alfred Nabeta, Desk Officer, Africa I Section, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 2649,  nabeta@un.org.
 
Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, OCHA-New York,  
+1 917 367 5126, +1 917 892 1679 (mobile), bunker@un.org. 
 
Elisabeth Byrs, Public Information Officer, OCHA-Geneva, +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org.  
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ANNEX I: Sector/Cluster Response Activity Matrixes 
 
NFI and Shelter  
 

 
Health 
 
Who What Where 
WHO Training conducted on 

diagnosis and management 
of Kala-azar 

Districts in Eastern and North-eastern 
Province 

 
WASH 
 
Who What Where 
UNICEF Rehabilitation of 184 

shallow wells (out of a 
planned 200) – Eldoret 80, 
Nakuru/Molo 80, Kisumu 24 

Eldoret, Nakuru/Molo, Kisumu  

DRC Hygiene and sanitation 
training reaching 209 
participants

Kibunja, Mitoni, Kamwaura, Githima 
farms  

 20 latrines constructed (12 
in Mitoni, 8 in Kinunja) 

Mitoni, Kinunja  

104 latrines rehabilitated Temuyota, Mlima, Kamuri, Karirikania 
13 wells cleaned and 
protected 

Rironi, Murinduko, Mwahe,  

Constructed bathrooms Mitoni IDP site  
Protection 
 
Who What Where
UNDP/UNV’s UNVs, in collaboration 

with religious leaders 
are conducting Peace 
Building initiatives in 
Trans Nzoia. The UNVs 
had earlier received 
training in Nakuru 

Trans Nzoia  

 

Who What Where 
KRC Constructed 356 houses Burnt Forest/near Molo 
Royal Media Group Donated 3500 pieces of iron 

sheets to returnees 
Madharu , Uasin Gishu district 

Catholic Church Provided shelter materials to 
rebuild homes of 89 displaced 
families and 19 community 
households 

Kalaha return site, Trans Nzoia 
West district 

UNHCR 194 pieces of soap, 194 
blankets, 134 sanitary pads  

Lelmolok transit site,  Kesses 
division, Uashin Gishu District 

DRC 95 unit/houses constructed Gosemia area 
shelter material distributed to 
80 heads of families 

Mlima 

provided materials for toilet and 
bathroom construction to 177 
heads of families  of Turi self-
help settlement site 

Molo 


