
 

 

KENYA: FLOODS UPDATE NO.7 9 December 2006 

This Information Bulletin (no. 7/2006) reflects the information available at this time. For further 
information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
• Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Email: gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org.  
• Dr. Asha Mohamed, Deputy Secretary General, Email:  mohamed.asha@kenyaredcross.org   
• Abdi Shakur, Acting Head of Disaster Preparedness and Response, Email: 

abdi.shakur@kenyaredcross.org  
• Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Email:  info@kenyaredcross.org  
 
The Situation  
Torrential rainfall continues to pour countrywide, leaving a trail of destruction to the country’s already 
battered infrastructure. Thousands of people in the areas affected by the floods have lost their sources of 
livelihood and a sense of bleakness seems to hang over them as they look into the future. There are 
renewed fears of outbreak of diseases such as cholera, diarrhoea and malaria even as the water levels 
subside in a number of areas. According to the media three people have died while 35 others are 
admitted following an outbreak of cholera in Moyale. According to statistics collected by the Kenya Red 
Cross Society through a compilation from media reports, 114 people have died due to the floods between 
22nd October and 9th December 2006.  
 
While the rains have subsided in some others, other areas such as Budalang’i in Western Kenya, and in 
Garsen in the Coastal region, have seen a steady increase in the number of those affected. Water levels 
are high near both Lake Victoria and Tana Basins. According to FEWSNET, river basins continue to 
receive additional precipitation despite the rivers already above flood stage along various portions of 
their course. While the Kenya Meteorological Department has indicated that the rains will progress into 
December 2006, other global weather forecasts have indicated that the rains could continue into March 
2007.  
 
In Garissa, the roads are still impassable. An EMOP Distribution was conducted in Skansa. Airdrops 
were conducted to aid communities marooned by floods. This was parallel to the Emergency Operation 
(EMOP) in Skansa, Ilan and Garsen targeting 600,000 people.  
 
In Elwak, Mandera District, 2,000 families were displaced and forced to camp in schools. There are 
fears of diarrhoeal diseases and malaria outbreak. Three major locations were affected in Mandera 
District, including Elwak town, Elhache and Elagarsu. In Elwak town, over 5,000 people have been 
displaced, while over 2,000 people were displaced in Engolicha and Elkala. Since the wells and toilets 
are all in the same level because of the water table, all sources of water are contaminated thus there are 
grave fears of diarrhoeal diseases.  
 
In the nearby Mandera, the heavy rainfall that poured on 4th December 2006, made an already bad 
situation worse. The whole town is now under water. Those who are displaced make up 70% of the 
population. People are being mobilised to safer areas at five primary schools in Elwak town. The 
immediate needs are food, non-food items, medicine and shelter, which can only be airlifted.  
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In Banisa division, 150 families were displaced after the Banisa town dam broke and spread water 
towards some settlements. Roads in the area have been destroyed and are completely impassable. The 
people moved to higher ground.  
 
In Garissa, the number of children with diarrhoea diseases has increased from 64 to 86. Malaria cases 
have also been reported. In Wajir, following heavy rainfall during the first week of December 2006, 
Ewaso Nyiro River made areas such as Dilmanyale, Abakore, Meri, Biyamathow, Sarif, Sabule Diif and 
Dadajabula completely inaccessible. In other areas some water pans broke their banks and flooded 
villages. Many shallow wells have been contaminated with human waste through seepage. Other flooded 
areas include Gogof, Minor W/S, and Medina estate. The main roads from Garissa, Isiolo and Mandera 
have been cut-off and only 4X4 wheel vehicles can pass. No lorry or bus has reached Wajir for a month 
and therefore there is serious shortage of food, fuel and other commodities in all the centres including 
Wajir town. Food prices have escalated where a bag of 50kg sugar is going for Ksh 4,500 from Ksh 
2,300. In addition, 20 health centres are inaccessible to health workers and there are therefore fears of 
shortage of medication.  
 
Western Province 
In Budalang'i, Busia District, one person died when one more dyke - the southern dyke - broke down on 
31st November 2006. Approximately 12,500 people are displaced in Budalang’i. There are a few more 
isolated people still camped on top of dykes and the National Society is trying to reach them and 
evacuate them using community boats. A few people are still marooned. Some families are still staying 
in their homes in Rukala, Maduwa, Bulwani, Iyanga and Osieko. The road from Rwambwa to Maumau 
has been cut off at a place called Makunda Secondary School. Musoma and Lugale camps can only be 
accessed by boat. Those affected are camped at Muhobola Health Centre, Lugare Primary School and 
Musoma Primary School.  
 
Coast Province 
In Bura and Kwale, people are still camped at primary schools though water levels are subsiding. In 
Kwale, two diarrhoeal cases have been reported, while in Bura there are several reported cases of 
malaria and cholera. In Tana River, the main affected areas are Kalole and Wenje. In Garsen, over 
3,000 families were displaced and out of these the Red Cross has not been able to reach 1,542 as they are 
marooned. There is one confirmed case of cholera and a number of suspected cases. There is an increase 
in diarrhoeal diseases in both Kilifi and Mombasa.  
 
Eastern Province 
In Mwingi and in many other areas in the province, water levels have subsided, but bridges have broken 
down and are washed away. Many areas are inaccessible due to the destruction of infrastructure. More 
than 200 households are now displaced in Mwingi in around three divisions i.e. Central, Kyuso and 
Nguni Divisions and parts of Migwani. River Enziu and Thunguthu broke its bank and flooded the lower 
parts of Mwingi leaving 210 households affected. The residents are spending nights in the cold and 
others have been housed by their neighbours.  
 
Nyanza Province 
In Migori, the downpour has reduced, but 380 families have been displaced. Out of this, 320 families 
have not been reached. The most affected areas are Migori-Nyatike, West and East Karachuonyo and 
Sangaro in Nyakach. Also in Migori, 38 people have been rescued from the floods. Unconfirmed reports 
indicate that 9 bodies are still unaccounted for, while the bodies of two children and one woman were 
recovered on 7th December 2006. 72 families are camping along the river waiting for the bodies to float.  
 
In Nyatike, about 3,000 people were affected with about 750 of them displaced by flooding caused by 
incessant heavy rainfall. Nyatike is in a lowland and covers four sub-locations, that is, Kakelo, lower 
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west Kalyuor, lower south Kandem. Malaria is on the increase, as well as waterborne diseases due to 
major sanitation problems.  
 
Red Cross Action 
Since the onset of the floods countrywide, the National Society has distributed relief items such as 
blankets, kitchen sets, tarpaulins, bars of soap, chlorine tablets, water, mosquito nets, cooking oil, rice, 
canned beans, Unimix and used clothes worth Ksh 31.2 million.  
 
In Bura, a WFP donation of high-energy biscuits was distributed by the National Society in Male, 20 
kms from Bura town, targeting 408 households, and a further distribution of 500 mosquito nets to about 
300 families. The Red Cross Action Team (RCAT) members had earlier introduced a distribution card to 
all registered Internally Displaced People (IDP). 124 households were registered in Morokani, 6 kms 
from Bale town.  
 
In Budalang’i, Busia District, a truck with relief items was sent to the area, but was stuck for a while and 
later arrived in the designated area and distribution, through the National Society’s Busia Branch, of 
relief items was conducted. The Branch has distributed blankets, mosquito nets, kitchen sets, tarpaulins, 
bar soap, aqua tabs and jerricans to 1,054 families. Further distribution was carried out also for 125 
families and later again on 8th December 2006 for more of the affected people. The National Society, 
together with the Provincial Administration, is trying to convince the residents to move to safe grounds. 
The National Society also gave food and non-food items through the Kakamega Branch. An additional 
IDP camp was created at Igingo Primary School for 65 families. The National Society is currently 
conducting further assessments on the ground.  
 
The National Society’s Migori Branch has donated non-food items to those camped along the lake and 
doubled the number of relief non food items for 20 families. The National Society’s Mwingi Branch 
responded to the affected people in Mwingi by donating 30 packets of unimix mostly to assist children. 
The National Society is happy to report that after 45 days cut-off from the external access due to 
impassable roads caused by severe flooding, Red Cross trucks finally rolled into Masalani in Ijara 
District with tonnes of relief supplies. More than 315,000 people are cut off as a result of destroyed road 
links and bridges countrywide.  
 
Items distributed to people affected by floods (as at 8th December 2006) 

  Blanket 
Kitchen 

Set Jerrican Tarpaulin Soap 
Chlorine 
Tablets 

Bladder 
Tanks 

Water
(ltr) M.Net Oil Rice

Canned 
Beans 

Unimix 
(MT) 

Used 
Clothes
(Bales) Value 

Kwale 2,740 936 1,400 850 2,700  -  -  -   -  -  - 50  - 4,291,000. 
Kilifi  - 250 250 250 1,000  - 3  -   -  -  -  -  - 707,500 
Lodwar 600 500 1,000 300 2,000 14,000  -  - 600  -  -  -  -  150 1,288,000 
Nyeri 174 87    -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  - 180,580 
Elwak 400 200 400 200 800 84,000  -  - 400  -  -  -  -  -  
Kisumu 3,700 1,931 2,503 2,770  9,677 60,000  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 8,165,135 
Garissa 5,060 2,680 4,560 2,180 9,998 252,000  - 1,200 800 1 5 5  - 330 8,033,970 
Meru 200 100 200 100 400 14,000  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 330,000 
Thika 30 15   15 60  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 50 32,100 
Mwingi 40 20 40 20 80  -  -  - 600  -  -  -  - 20 220,000 
Garsen 3,325 1,400 3,196 2,300 8,625 70,000  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  4,993,205 
Isiolo 1,325 1,000 2,000 780 4,000  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 20  - 3,006,250. 

Total 17,594 9,119 15,549 9,852 39,528 94,000 3 1,200 2,400 1 5 5  70 550 31,247,740 
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On 7th December 2006, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies revised the 
Floods Emergency Appeal upwards to Ksh 1.6 billion (US$ 21.9 million, 26.3 million Swiss Francs) to 
support the Kenya Red Cross Society in its response to the current flooding affecting most parts of the 
country, especially the North-East and the Coastal regions. It aims to assist 563,000 people over the next 
four months. The main goal of the appeal is to contribute towards the mitigation of the effects of floods 
and increasing the resilience of affected people in Kenya. They are requesting the public to support them 
to assist those affected in these areas. Details of the appeal can be found on the International Federations 
Website: http://www.ifrc.org or Kenya Red Cross Society Website: http://www.kenyaredcross.org  

 
 
Coordination 
In Budalang’i, the National Society is monitoring the possibility of disease outbreaks together with the 
MoH and MSF. MSF are building toilets for the IDPs. World Visions is also distributing non-food items. 
Currently, the military helicopters are air lifting relief food items from Malaba to families that are 
marooned in Budalang’i. Other NGOs and agencies assisting in different parts of the country include 
CARE, WFP, UNHCR, as well as the Government through the Community Development Fund (CDF), 
MoH and the Provincial Administration. They are offering medical, relief and water and sanitation 
support. They are also mobilising people to safe areas.  
 
In Migori, Italian and Kenyan Scouts donated a boat and divers to search for 9 reported missing persons. 
The Migori DC donated 400 litres fuel, food, gloves, masks, antiseptics and five tarpaulins to be used as 
body bags. The community volunteered five people to search for the bodies and 10 community boats.  
 
According to the Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) in Wajir, the MoH together with 
UNICEF, have managed to distribute mosquito nets to some areas. Merlin that was handling nutrition 
could not access over 20 health facilities for the last 7 weeks in Wajir. Similarly the MoH and other 
departments could not reach various health centres and are likely to have shortage of medicine. The 
District Steering Group (DSG) has forwarded an appeal to the Kenya Food Security Steering Group 
(KFSSG). The government and the military have started repairing bridges and culverts that have been 
washed away or destroyed. The National Society is currently discussing with the Ministry of Health on 
the possibility of sending medical kits to the affected areas in Kilifi and Mombasa.  

A man 
carrying 
relief 
supplies to 
assist people 
affected by 
floods.  By Paul Rogers 
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While funding support to the floods emergency is still low, support continues to stream in. Through the 
International Federation, specialised Emergency Response Units have already been dispatched to Kenya 
from Britain, Japan, Australia, Germany, Spain and Finland. Further support is expected from within the 
Red Cross Movement. The Ababu Namwabu Foundation donated, through the National Society’s Busia 
Branch, 200kgs of salt, 150kgs sugar, 100 packets of match boxes and 25kgs of maize to those affected. 
The National Society also received Ksh 206,422 donation from the SOS Children’s village.  
 
Communication – Advocacy and Public Information 
Two Journalists from The Times Newspaper in London visited Garissa Districts and surrounding areas to 
capture the floods information and report in the UK newspaper. Two journalists from the Finnish Media 
are currently in Kenya and will similarly report about the floods. The Kenya Red Cross Society 
continues to receive high media coverage on the floods intervention.  
 


