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HIGHLIGHTS 

TRANSITIONAL AREAS, THE EAST AND DARFUR  

Abyei: Meeting with Chief Administration (CA): RCSO-RRR and UNDP facilitated a meeting with the CA to discuss 
the proposed agencies workshop with Abyei authorities and to brief the CA on key programmatic and operational issues
(p 1) 
Blue Nile: Elections-related tensions in Blue Nile lightened (p 2) 
South Kordofan: Water projects for  Muglad (p 2) 
Kassala And  Gedaref  State: Mine incident in Hamesh-Koreib Locality (p 2) 
Darfur: The North Darfur WFP “Food for Work Programme” accepted 32 proposals for hafirs(p 3) 

 

ABYEI 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
Instability in the South Eastern Sector: Though the security situation was reported to be generally calm during the 
week, communities along the South Eastern Sector were vulnerable to threat of armed attacks by Misseriya, particularly 
in Marial Achar. Reinforced policing was recommended in the area, in addition to intensified field patrols by both the 
police and Joint Monitoring Team.   
Water Shortages: Communities are concerned about water shortages as the river Kirr starts to dry up.  Misseriya are 
concentrated around Domboloya, Tajalei, Umkheer and around the outskirts of Rumammier, where water shortages are 
of particular concern. Unless there is rain to replenish the water sources for the animals, the issue of water still poses
major safety and security challenges for the area.  
Returns-process: The SSRRC/HAC representatives from Abyei are still in Khartoum to follow up on the 
funding/budget for the Abyei returns. It is still not confirmed whether the funds have been released. This week the Chief 
Administrator (CA) in a meeting with RCSO-RRR and UNDP stated that a budget of 5.6 million SDG was prepared by 
SSRRC/HAC Director and submitted to SSRRC/HAC Federal commission in Khartoum for the return of 20,000 IDPs to 
Abyei. The CA confirmed that the budget has not yet been approved, but that he plans to follow up. In the meantime, he 
advised RCSO-RRR to continue the contingency planning exercise underway for returns. 
Reception Center Preparations: The construction of the fence by the Zambian TCC Engineers is almost 60% 
completed. Additionally, a subsidiary budget of 12,210 SDG was prepared by RCSO-RRR and submitted to UNDP for 
the construction of the cooking and ablution areas at the site.  The budget is being reviewed by UNDP. 

COORDINATION ISSUES  

Meeting with Chief Administration (CA): RCSO-RRR and UNDP facilitated a meeting with the CA to discuss the 
proposed agencies workshop with Abyei authorities and to brief the CA on key programmatic and operational issues. 
The CA was very supportive of the planned UN agency workshop and promised to give his full cooperation towards 
ensuring that all key members of his administration participate in the workshop. He recommended Director Generals to 
attend the workshop and stated that they will be valuable partners for UN agency programmes.  
2010 Workplans presented to the Abyei Authorities: On 22 April, RCSO-RRR and UNDP facilitated a workshop with 
UN agencies and Abyei area authorities to present their 2010 work plans. The workshop was attended by the Chief 
Administrator, Deputy Chief Administrator, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and the newly appointed Cabinet 
Ministers including the Director Generals of the line ministries. The CA opened the workshop and thanked the UN 
agencies for their cooperation. RCSO-RRR highlighted the major issues regarding UN-government coordination and 
provided a briefing on the core principles of humanitarian operations. Participants agreed to the following principles in 
order to guide programme implementation:  (1) Financial Accountability: Timely submission of reports by the 
government to the UN agencies on the status of approved funds (donor reporting), (2) Good Governance: accountability 
and transparency should be maintained by all to the highest standards in order to ensure that donor funds are spent 
properly, (3) Designation of Responsibility: Regular coordination meetings of the UN agencies with the respective line 
ministries/departments with SSRRC/HAC to coordinate all humanitarian issues and line ministries to coordinate 
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development issues, (4) State Priorities: the government will set out and communicate clear priorities, (5) Water 
Resource Management: government to identify communities for water programmes based on needs, scale down 
borehole construction and increase water yard construction to communities in need, (6) Access: UN agencies to 
advocate for major infrastructure funding in Abyei area, (7) Capacity building: should be fully mainstreamed into all UN 
agency programming in Abyei area, (8) Education: Government to phase out the double curricula (English & Arabic) 
and gradually phase in the English curriculum, (9) Need assessments: need for progressive assessments to involve all 
partners to take into account the needs of the returnees and vulnerable host communities, (10) Livelihoods: awareness 
regarding livestock, particularly among the Dinka communities, and establishment of a database, (11) Migration and 
peaceful co-existence: need for both the UN and the authorities to adequately manage the seasonal migration in order 
to promote peace, safety and security in Abyei area, and (12) INGO Compound: Administration to effectively look into 
the land issue for the INGOs and ensure that land is allocated for the INGO compound in Abyei Town. 

 

BLUE NILE STATE 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
Elections-related tensions in Blue Nile lightened: After intense disputes over the elections, including allegations of 
fraud from both sides, the situation became calm after the SPLM candidate was declared winner on 22 April.  
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
Food Security and Livelihood (FSL):  On 22 April, FSL convened to discuss the food security situation and 
preparedness for the upcoming rainy season. FAO will begin seeds and tools distribution to their beneficiaries in May. 
The Ministry of Agriculture developed a training package and encouraged NGOs to identify training needs for 
beneficiaries. The meeting also discussed the ongoing reintegration activities of the DDR process for the ex-
combatants who signed up for the re-stocking package.  The Humanitarian AID Department (HAD) completed training 
of 67% out of the 100 ex-combatants who received the re-stocking package, Mubadroon (national NGO) completed 
50% of the 140 ex-combatants, and ADRA (INGO) will start training a caseload 97 ex-combatants next week.  
UPCOMING EVENTS 
OCHA Mission to BNS 
CRMA Mission to BNS 
April NGO coordination meeting 

 

SOUTHERN KORDOFAN  (KADUGLI AND MUGLAD) 
 RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
Water projects in Muglad: As a follow-up to DSRSG Lidder’s discussion with Muglad community leaders over water 
resources, RCSO-HERR/Muglad had a meeting with community leaders and selected 13 villages to be prioritized for 
UNICEF water interventions. The Locality Commissioner’s Office reviewed and agreed on the list. Meanwhile, 
UNICEF’s planned trip to Muglad was postponed due to UN security restrictions. 

 

Misseriya youth request additional water projects: The Misseriya youth of Debab (north of Nyama) requested 
RCSO-HERR/Muglad to facilitate water projects in the area, which would help them settle in Debab. RCSO-HERR will 
liaise with Muglad-based NGOs, such as SOS Sahel and AECOM. (Note: Location not to be confused with Debab in 
Abyei Area.)  
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS  
 

IDPs in Rihaid Himaidan - Muglad area: As a follow up to WFP’s FFW project to construct huts for IDPs in Muglad 
area, its implementing partner, SC-Sweden, was unable to launch the project as scheduled due to staff shortages. 
Staff recruitment is currently underway from the SC- Sweden Kadugli office. 
 

Multi Sector Assessment on Water Shortages in Abu Jubeiha: The report of the assessment conducted by a team 
led by FAO and State Ministry of Animal Wealth on 11 March is yet to be released.  FAO is following up to determine 
whether they can pursue any activities in response to the water needs in Abu Jubeiha.   

 

KASSALA AND GEDAREF STATE 
 RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT  
Workshop on new Law for the Care of the Disabled: On 21-23 April, the Kassala Committee for the Coordination of 
Work of Persons with Disabilities, with support from the UNDP-Rule of Law Project, organized a workshop on the newly 
passed Law for the Care of the Disabled. The workshop served as an education platform for around 30 disabled 
individuals on the law, which was recently passed by the Kassala Legislative Council.  The Committee intends to 
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organize similar workshops for voluntary organizations, communities and government agencies to widen awareness on 
the Law and advocate on behalf of the disabled in Kassala.   
CMAM project activities resume:  UNICEF and the Department of Nutrition of SMoH resumed the implementation of 
the Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) project which was stopped by State authorities late 
last year following allegations that the Plumpy Nut meals provided to communities were expired.  The CMAM project 
aims to reduce child malnutrition by providing the meals at the community level under the supervision of local health 
authorities.  The meals serve as the main treatment for acute malnourishment in children. 
 
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS   
Fire damages 72 households in Faw: On 19 April, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) in Gedaref reported that 
72 houses with a total population of 400 people in Faw town (150 Km west of Gedaref town) were on fire. A team 
composed of the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) Gedaref, Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), 
Organization of Care of Young Children and the Social Welfare Directorate of Faw Locality, carried out an assessment 
to the affected area. A total of 72 households were damaged, including essential livelihoods assets. The 
Kassala/Gedaref UNST convened a meeting on 21 April and concluded that the damage does not constitute a 
humanitarian situation, but that FAO will provide a seed and tool distribution to the affected communities prior to the 
coming rainy season. 
Mine incident in Hamesh-Koreib Locality: UNMAO Kassala circulated a memo regarding an investigation over a 
suspected mine incident that occurred on 6 April in Hamesh-Koreib Locality. Hamash-Koreib is an isolated village which 
experienced heavy fighting in the past, and is also the site of SPLA-planted mines dating back to 2002. The resulting 
impact is inaccessibility to pasture land in mined areas. The incident occurred 7 Km North West of Hamesh-Koreib town 
and 30 meters from the gravel/soil loading area. From information gathered at the scene no one was injured in the 
incident and the driver of the truck had been sent to Kassala for medical check up. The locals are also aware of the
suspected-hazard area and normally move around it with caution. 

 

THREE DARFUR AREAS 
EARLY RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
UNDP Livelihoods Programme: The UNDP value chain analysis consultant visited Darfur to identify priority 
commodities and high-value sectors as part of the first phase of the value chain analysis.  On 18 April in North Darfur, 
the consultant met with Food Security and Livelihoods members and (I) NGOs. More than 25 people attended the 
meeting, which provided explanations on the value chain approach, process and purpose of the analysis, and selection 
criteria.  A questionnaire was distributed to each participant to select the best 3 crops and 3 livestock commodities for 
the state based on their experiences and group discussions were held to clarify the selection process. On 19 April the 
value chain consultant met with farmers and the pastoralist union, followed by a one day workshop in Nyala on 22 April.
Around 36 participants representing UN agencies, NGOs, the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Animal Resources, 
farmers associations, and nomadic groups attended the workshop.  
CRMA Programme: Over the past three months, CRMA has supported the FAO by conducting three participatory 
mapping workshops with representatives of the nomadic communities in North, South and West Darfur. The workshops 
served to highlight conflict flash points and identify gaps and needs.  On 22 April, FSL members, representatives from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources, as well Waha locality, met to discuss the main CRMA findings of the 
draft report entitled “Socio-Economic Mapping of Nomadic and Pastoralist Livelihoods” and present the maps.      
WFP accepts hafir proposals:  The North Darfur WFP “Food for Work Program” accepted 32 proposals for hafirs. 
More proposals for recovery are under WFP consideration for 15 hafirs in Umm Keddada, Malha, and Kekabiya areas.  
Deforestation in South Darfur:  On 15 April, a task force met in Nyala to discuss the deforestation of Hamada forest in 
South Darfur following the WVI presentation that highlighted the main concerns to the Environmental Working Group. 
The task force was led by the Forestry National Corporation in coordination with FAO , WVI and other actors and 
recommended the following actions: activating the role of protection and monitoring by the government, introducing 
alternative livelihoods such as income-generating activities, introducing water harvesting techniques for planting trees, 
establishing tree nurseries and intensive tree planting during the next rainy season, training community leaders on 
forest regulations, mass media messages focusing on Hamada deforestation, and activating the partnerships between 
humanitarian actors, the government and local communities. 
North Darfur /Return & Reintegration Working Group: On 19 April, the North Darfur Return & Reintegration Working 
Group met to discuss needs assessments and return areas. The group recommended OCHA coordinate assistance to 
return areas following initial assessments by IOM. In case of an emergency situation, OCHA will refer information to the 
sector leads for an ad hoc assessment to the area.  OCHA recommended an inter-agency assessment for coordinated 
assistance to return areas. IOM identified 4 localities in North Darfur, namely Misri, Tangara (100 HHs), Kuma 
Garadayat (5000HHs) and Um Kedeldel (76 HHs). UNHCR requested OCHA to call for a meeting to arrange 
assessment for the three selected areas, except Misri, where an assessment was conducted last year.  
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HUMANITARIAN UPDATE  
North Darfur Sector Update:  

Droughts lead to increase in local food prices:  WFP reported an increase in food prices as a result of droughts. The 
WFP pipeline has cereal stocks for two months for May and June only. In July-August, pipeline shortages are expected. 
2010 Sudan Humanitarian Plan mid term review:  OCHA informed the sectors that the deadline for the 2010 Sudan 
Humanitarian Plan mid term review is 14 June. The OCHA Head of Office reported that donor money for Darfur is 
shifting more towards Early Recovery activities. Reportedly, USAID has cut humanitarian funding for Darfur by 40%, 
partially due to humanitarian needs in Haiti. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
John Holmes is expected to visit Darfur 26-30 May 
Tripartite Joint Committee (OCHA, HAC, INGO) visit to North Darfur on 27-29 April  
 
For further HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS in Darfur please refer to OCHA bulletins: www.unsudanig.org 

 

SOUTH SUDAN OVERVIEW  
Coordination: The state integrated teams (RCSO and RRR) conducted state UNCTs in their various states in 
cooperation with UN agencies and partners, and with overall coordination from UN OCHA, to prepare emergency 
response plans in case of any problems during the elections period, such as large scale population displacement.  This 
discussion included the UNMIS plan for protection of civilians, and support for the plan by UN agencies and NGOs.  So 
far none of the plans have been utilized, but they will serve as a basis for further development of emergency response/
contingency planning.  

 

CENTRAL EQUATORIA STATE (CES) 
Mission: On 23 April, the DRHC and team conducted a visit to Terakeka county.  The purpose was to conduct a 
general assessment of the related security, political, and humanitarian/ IDP situation. The mission findings were that 
though security had improved, raids from neighbouring states' Dinka on Terakeka ethnic Mundari remains a concern. 
Although the Mundari have been disarmed their neighbours have not.  Additional police need to be deployed. 
There remain a number of IDPs from payam Tombek displaced to isolated villages including Muni, who will be assessed 
for numbers and needs by SSRRC and CES integrated team next week.  In addition there is a need for follow-up from 
UNICEF on improving town water system, and for the cold-chain for the health system and EPI programmes. 
Intera ethnic Concerns: There are concerns regarding possible raids from the neighbouring states of Jonglei and 
Lakes from the population of ethnic Dinka who have not yet been disarmed.  The CES population of ethnic Mundari are 
disarmed.  It should be noted that there are insufficient police to deploy in CES to remedy this concern. 
Displacement: Dinka attacks in early March led to a large displacement from the payam of Tombek to the isolated 
village of Muni.  The state integrated team (SIT) plans to assess this situation and follow up with provision of assistance.
Health: There is a high prevalence of guinea worm reported in CES, affecting approximately 40% of the population. The 
water treatment system in town requires repair and UNICEF has agreed to follow up.  There are two temporary water 
treatment systems next to the river, funded by UNICEF with NGO MedAir, but these are not sufficient for the needs in 
the area.  Public workers have not been paid and some health care workers are on strike.  Some of the cold storage 
facilities in the clinics which keep vaccines for the EPI programme are reportedly malfunctioning and UNICEF agreed to 
follow up this issue. 
Returns: In April, spontaneous returns to the state numbered 419 households.  The case load is being followed up by 
the SSRRC and SIT.  

 

EASTERN EQUATORIA STATE (EES) 
Election Contingency Plans: According to EES commissioner of police, the state has a contingency plan for any 
election related problems. On 23 April, the SIT chaired a meeting attended by agencies and NGOs to discuss 
humanitarian contingency plans for the elections period and will continue to follow up this issue after the elections 
period is over.  
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JONGLEI STATE (JS) 
Tribal Clashes: On 21 April, attacks by ethnic Murlei on the county of Twic East resulted in three persons being 
injured.  During the week there were four attacks on vehicles on the Bor- Gadiang road, which resulted in one person 
killed. 
Disarmament: The disarmament process continues in the state, with 7000 weapons collected in the county of Pibor
(populated by ethnic Murle) and 2000 weapons collected in the county of Akobo (populated by ethnic Nuer). In the 
county of Akobo, one hundred officers from the south Sudanese police force (SSPS) have been deployed.  Disarmed 
youth are being given training.  Also, the road has been opened from Akobo to Pibor, and is increasing trade. 
Nutrition: There continues to be a concern about high malnutrition rates, especially among children, in the county of 
Akobo.  This is being dealt with by partners in the area as a priority. 
WASH: On 21 April in Bor, a WASH sector meeting was chaired by the state Ministry of Infrastructure and attended by 
the Jonglei Integrated Team (TIJ).  UNICEF provided water repair equipment, and some funds for the transport of this 
equipment around the state, and JIT agreed to work with the State Ministry to coordinate the matter.  
Food Security and Livelihood:  On 21 April, the FSL sector was chaired by state government and FAO informed that 
they have pre-positioned tools and seeds across the state.  

 

LAKES STATE (LS) 
Tribal Clashes: On 22 April, ethnic Nuer from Unity State attacked the county of Yirol East (populated by ethnic Dinka), 
resulting in 13 fatalities, 7 wounded and 5173 cattle taken.  As a result of this incident SSRRC reported a large 
displacement of households, which is being confirmed.  On 21 April, Unity Nuer attacked the county of Yirol, resulting in 
one fatality, 5 wounded and 1170 cattle taken.  On 20 April, Warrab State ethnic Dinka attacked the county of Cueibet, 
which is also populated by Dinka, resulting in 6 fatalities and 500 cattle taken.  The latter incident resulted in a total of 
52 households being displaced.  On 17 April, Unity Nuer attacked the county Rumbek North, resulting in one fatality 
and 400 cattle taken. 
Food Security and Livelihood: On 22 April, UNICEF released 170 NFIs kits for the county of Yirol East, but UNICEF 
has problems reaching the site.  NFIs are being provided to the population affected by the February fighting between 
Yirol East and West. On 20 April, WFP conducted a planning meeting for 2010, attended by the State Integrated Team 
(SIT), and discussed plans to provide school feeding to 75 schools.  
Returns:  On 20 April, the Return and Reintegration Working Group (RRWG) was co-chaired by the SIT and SSRRC, 
and attended by agencies and NGOs.  The RRWG agreed on the return numbers from January to March 2010, of 1729 
households. Spontaneous returns from 2009 not already verified will not be considered for assistance.  FAO informed 
that they plan to distribute tools and seeds kits to 8000 households, half of which would be returnees.  

 

NORTHERN BAHR EL GHAZAL STATE (NBEGS) 
Contingency Plan: On 19 April, a state UNCT was held chaired by the SIT leader and the UNMIS Team Site Leader/ 
state coordinator to discuss the UNMIS contingency plan for protection of civilians, potential locations of violence during 
the elections, and updates from agencies about their humanitarian preparations. 

 

UNITY STATE (US) 
Health:   On 23 April, WHO delivered 4300 kg of emergency drugs to the state MOH. Some of these drugs will be 
distributed to population affected by cross border cattle clashes.    

 

UPPER NILE STATE (UNS) 
Reduction of Food Ration:  WFP reported a shortage of food in their pipeline and the need to reduce the ration 
provided from 1 month to 15 days.  FAO plans in 2010 to distribute tools and seeds to 16,000 households, and is 
currently signing LAOs with partners for this.  The priorities are IDP families and returnees to Maban. 
Training: UNOCHA with the SIT plans to conduct emergency preparedness and response training for all counties from 
26- 27 May. 
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WARRAP STATE (WS) 
Tribal Clashes: From 15-19 April, attacks by Unity Nuer on the county of Twic, populated by Dinka, resulted in 22 
fatalities, 8 wounded, and 452 households displaced.  The caretaker governor subsequently dismissed the County 
Commissioner for failing to provide sufficient security.  In response, 33 SSPS officers have been deployed to the 
county.  The SIT is following-up support for the above displaced households.  

 
 
 

WESTERN BAHR ELGHAZAL STATE (WBEGS) 
Food Security and Livelihood:  On 21 April, a FSL sector meeting was held and attended by the SIT.  In the meeting, 
FAO informed they are ready to distribute tools and seeds kits in all of the state’s three counties. 
 

 
The RCSO Weekly Report is a consolidation of weekly field reports produced by RCSO field offices, based on information from 
state level United Nations, NGO and government partners. For further information or state contact details, please contact 
jamala@un.org (HERR/RCSO Khartoum) or  Sandra Kugonsa Isingoma: isingomas@un.org  (RCSO Juba). For previous 
reports, please refer to: http://rco.unsudanig.org/ . 
 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
ARDA: Adventist Relief and Development Agency   
ANLA :Annual Needs & livelihoods Assessment 
AWD: Acute Water Diarrhoea 
CSAC: Community Security and Arms Control Programme 
CHF: Common Humanitarian Fund 
DG: Director-General 
EC: European Commission 
GBV: gender based violence 
HAC: Humanitarian Aid Commission 
JIT: Joint Integrated Team (formerly RCSO & RRR) 
RRR: Return, Reintegration and Recovery 

SAC: Sudan AIDS Commission 
SMOA: State Ministry of Agriculture 
SMOH: State Ministry of Health 
SRRC: Sudan Recovery and Relief Commission 
SSPS: South  Sudan Policy Services 
WAD: World AIDS Day 
WG: Working Group 
WES: Water , Environment and Sanitation 
UNST: UN State Team 
USG: Undersecretary General 


