
I ssues surrounding a draft constitution  
released by the Constitution of Kenya  
Review Commission on September 18 

dominated most public discussions in the 
country this month. The attention was because 
of its bold proposals that included creation of 
new office of a prime minister with executive 
powers and the setting up of a two-chamber  
parliament. 
                The judiciary was   unhappy with a 
proposal that all high court judges be retired 
and new ones appointed to replace them so 
they acquired court orders stopping Kenyans 
from  discussing the intended constitution. 
Prior to the release of the draft, two lawyers 
had obtained orders stopping the Commission 
from discussing intended judiciary  reforms.  
                Some of the outstanding proposals 
are creation of two posts of deputy prime min-
ister, the president shall have no executive 
powers instead he is to carry out special      
responsibilities including that of national unity 
and safeguarding the constitution. The cabinet 
is to be appointed from outside parliament to 
allow MPs time to do constituency work.   
                The draft constitution proposes 
scrapping of the current local authorities     
replacing them with provincial, district and 
village councils whose members will be elected 
directly by the people. 
                The National Alliance Party of 
Kenya, that pools 13 political parties is to sup-
port Opposition leader and Democratic Party 
Chairman Mr Mwai Kibaki  for Presidency, 
FORD-Kenya Chairman Kijana Wamalwa as 
his running mate and NPK Chairperson Ms 
Charity Ngilu for the yet to be created Prime 
Minister. Kenya National Union, KANU, is yet 
to nominate its presidential candidate. 
                On food security, close to 80 per 
cent of maize has been harvested and the local 
market is expected to have surplus maize into 
the first quarter of 2003. Owing to improved 
yield, as a result of resumption of rainfall in 

July and August, the Ministry of Agriculture forecast 
of 1.89 million metric tons of maize is likely to be real-
ised at the completion of harvesting of the crops 
planted during the 2002 long rains season. The World 
Food Programme emergency operation (EMOP) and 
Food For Work programmes were    concluded in 
September and there is no more food distribution go-
ing on at present. 

    Pastoralists too are enjoying better food 
security as a result of improved vegetation after the 
2002 long rains good season. Arid Lands Resource 
Management Project (ALRMP) said livestock body 
condition remained good though most pastolarists 
have moved to the dry grazing zones where forage is 
available. The distance between water sources and 
areas with plenty of forage have increased forcing the 
animals to walk long distances. However, some rains 
were reported this month in Turkana, Samburu, Man-
dera and Tana River districts, but the rest of the arid 
lands remained dry. 
                           Elsewhere, the Kenya Government is 
to overhaul the entire water sector through implement a-
tion of the just enacted Water Act (2002). It guarantees 
access to portable water to all citizens at all times in all 
corners of the country and apportions responsibilities to 
various organs who are expected to oversee achievement 
of the set out goals.  The new law is the culmination of 
water sector reforms that have been in the pipeline for 
some time. 
                 On security, a total of 17 people died     
following a spate of fighting between two communities 
in Isiolo Central District (Central Kenya). The fighting 
broke out in the first week of September 2002 and 
forced close to 500 households to abandon their 
homesteads and 12 schools to close down. Calm has 
been restored in the area and residents who fled after 
the bandit attacks earlier in the month have started 
returning home.        However, not all the displaced 
were willing to go back because they say the security is 
inadequate. Security teams of regular and administra-
tion police officers had been deployed and would stay 
in the area until the end of the year 

The Kenya Food Security Meeting has developed a Disaster Management Capacity Building 
course that is to be implemented in three phases for one year. The project aims at creating a 
coordinated and efficient response to disaster of any kind in the country as well as an efficient  
prevention, response and mitigation system to disasters. The training will start with a national 
workshop scheduled for October, followed by Geo-livelihoods zones workshop at the provin-
cial level and a third phase where district action plans will be formulated and technical work-
shops held between January and September 2003. 
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K enyans have the least access to 
safe water in East Africa, a uni-

versity chief has said. Egerton Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor said while a Tan-
zanian had access to 3,000 cubic me-
tres of water a year and a Ugandan 
2,700 metres, Kenya provided 647 
cubic metres for each citizen. This 
was far below the international stan-
dard of 1,000 cubic metres per person 
per year.  

He warned of a looming 
water shortfall adding that a majority 
of Kenyans were increasingly vulner-
able to acute water shortages. The 
trend was likely to worsen following 
relentless environmental destruction 
of the country's water catchments 
basins in recent years. The water 
shortage should be seen as a serious 
national problem and urgent steps 
must be taken to stem the declining 
water resources and save the country 
from a catastrophe. The country 
should redouble its environmental 
conservation initiatives to replenish its 
water supply sources. 

Due to the destruction of the 
Mau Catchments Basin in Rift Valley, 
Egerton University and its neighbour-
hood were experiencing a water 
shortage and had started a rationing 
programme. 

Establishment of a 100-acre 
botanical garden at Tatton Farm, 
Njoro, where the university plants 
rare medicinal plant species was part 

of an effort to conserve the environ-
ment. The garden would be used as a 
research centre besides being a recrea-
tional facility for the University    
community and the public.  

The Kenya Government is 
to overhaul the entire water sector 
through implementation of the just 
enacted Water Act. It guarantees  
access to portable water to all citizens 
at all times in all corners of the    
country and apportions responsibili-
ties to various organs who are      
expected to oversee achievement of 
the set out goals.  The new law is the 
culmination of water sector reforms 
that have been in the pipeline for 
some time. 

The law separates manage-
ment of water resources from that of 
the water supply and sewerage     
services. This is to be achieved 
through the establishment of Water 
Resources Authority with Catchments 
Offices on one hand and the estab-
lishment of the Water Services Regu-
latory Board with Water Services 
Boards. 

The establishment of Catch-
ments Offices and the Water Services 
Boards for the issuance of permits 
and licences will decentralise the deci-
sion-making and reduce the long  
periods the applicants have to wait 
under the current set up. 
                The Water Service 
Boards, with delineated areas of 

supply, will facilitate supply of 
water to all parts of the country 
through the newly created   
Water Service providers.  

The Water Act 2002 also 
provides for deterrent penalties for 
offenders, especially water polluters. 
Thus introduces polluters’ pays prin-
ciple to protect the water resources. 
The Minister for water retains plan-
ning and supervisory powers over the 
water sector and can be sued if con-
sumers are not satisfied with the qual-
ity or quantity of water received. 
                Elsewhere, two water 
dams have been de-silted easing   
access to water for a section of Maasai 
community living in south-western 
Kenya's Narok District. The Church 
World Service and the National 
Council of Churches of Kenya 
(NCCK) carried out the rehabilita-
tion. The district experiences erratic 
rainfall and periods of drought  
                The dams in Kormoto 
and Enoombarbali were de-silted 
providing reliable water sources for 
families and animals. Three addi-
tional dams in Tikalo, Oloika, and 
Nturumenti will be de-silted and 
will serve 2,700 people and 21,500 
head of livestock. The closeness of 
the additional water sources also 
means that women and girls won't 
have to walk long distances to fetch 
water for home use and livestock. 

same period.  
This will result in low or 

reduced soil moisture conditions in 
the affected areas .of the sub-region. 
These include much of Kenya and 
Tanzania, southern Ethiopia, south-
ern and northern Somalia and parts of 
southern Sudan. These conditions are 
likely to cause severe water shortages 
for both humans and animals thereby 
adversely affecting several socio-
economic sectors especially agricul-
ture and food security.  

Some of these areas have 
experienced drought conditions for 
the past several seasons. The     
impacts of the accumulated rainfall 
deficits may therefore be further 
exacerbated by the low or reduced 
soil moisture conditions. 

Meanwhile huge cracks 
have appeared on River Nzoia's 
northern and southern dykes,    
raising fears that they could collapse 
when El Niño rains set in. The        

W eather experts have expressed 
fears of continued drought 

conditions in parts of the country 
despite occurrence of El Niño type of 
rainfall in some parts of the country. 
Weather forecast model indicate a 
high likelihood of a weak to moderate 
El Niño to persist in that period. It 
was also noted that Sea Surface   
Temperature Anomalies (SSTAs) 
over most of the tropical Atlantic and 
Indian oceans were weak. Their   
influence on rainfall over the sub 
region may therefore be rather weak. 
However, warmer than normal 
SSTAs had been observed over   
equatorial eastern Indian Ocean.  

The experts say much of 
Kenya, Tanzania, southern Ethiopia, 
southern and northern Somalia and 
parts of southern Sudan will receive 
normal to below average rainfall.  
Only south-western Kenya and parts 
of the coastal areas are expected to 
receive above normal rainfall in the 

residents are yet to recover from 
the effects of flooding caused by 
the long rains season four months 
ago. River Nzoia, which traverses 
the constituency, frequently bursts 
its banks during heavy rains. The 
floods swamp homes, destroy crops 
and displace thousands of families.
                Residents routinely leave 
their homes and seek refuge in 
camps. About 60 displaced families 
are still camped at the Budalangi 
divisional headquarters. Busia water 
engineer says about Sh79 million 
was needed for a "comprehensive 
repair" of the dykes. He said the  
32-km dyke, was built in 1961.  

Early this month, parts of 
Tana River were cut off after the 
Hola/Garsen Road became impass-
able following a deluge that lasted 
two days. However, the National 
Disaster Operations Centre con-
firmed the incident but said the 
road was usable after two days. 

Kenya joins “water stressed” countries 

Weather experts forecast continued drought  

The country should redouble 

its environmental 

conservation initiatives to 

replenish its water supply 

sources.  
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S urplus maize is expected to 
flood the local market into the 
first quarter of 2003, the    

September issue of the FEWS Net 
Kenya Vulnerability Update says. 
                Owing to improved yield, 
as a result of resumption of rainfall in 
July and August, the Ministry of Agri-
culture forecast of 1.89 million metric 
tons of maize is likely to be realised at 
the completion of harvesting of the 
crops planted during the 2002 long 
rains season. The effect of the surplus 
maize is expected to be felt when 
harvesting in the main maize growing 
areas ends between November and 
December and short rains crop    
harvest in February next year. This 
year’s projected yield is close to 0.9 
million metric tons less than the last 
decade’s average of 2.18 million    
metric tons annually. 

Farmers in Nyanza, Coast, 

Southern Rift Valley and in the low-
land areas of Eastern and Central 
provinces have completed harvesting 
their maize crop. The highlands areas 
of Central, Eastern, and most of 
Western provinces are also expected 
to have completed harvesting. At the 
moment, harvesting is going on in 
Kericho, Nandi, Trans Nzoia and 
Uasin Gichu- these are key growing 
areas of central Rift Valley- as well as 
Bungoma District until November. 
These five districts are expected to 
contribute close to 40 per cent of the 
2002 long-rains maize crop yields in 
Kenya. 

The number of destitute 
pastoralists has grown significantly as 
a result of the three-year drought that 
affected most of the arid and semi -
arid areas of the country. The        
recovery of herds is also expected to 
take longer because by the time the 

just ended drought struck, most   
pastoralists were just recovering from 
the successive poor seasons that    
begun in 1996. FEWS Net says in    
several pastoral districts, current herd 
sizes are unable to support the    
household food security.  
                 Dry grazing areas are said 
to be accommodating pastoralists 
who have moved their livestock 
since August in response to       
diminished water, pasture and 
browse in the wet season grazing 
areas. Vegetation and water      
availability is generally favourable in 
most of the dry season areas with 
the exception of Tana River      
hinterland, West Pokot and parts of 
Baringo and Mandera districts. The 
movement has reduced milk     
availability in the pastoral districts.  

Management Project. 
MSF-Spain is still operating a therapeutic 

feeding program in Mandera town the number of 
admissions has fallen to between 50 and 60 from a 
high of 190 to 200 in June. It has a long term plan of 
continuing to focus on health and nutrition issues 
while Oxfam Quebec current feeding activities are 
planned to end in September 2002.  The organiza-
tion plans to undertake nutrition and health educa-
tion in North Eastern Mandera. 

Meanwhile, World Vision has proposed 
to continue a supplementary feeding program in 
two divisions of Kerio and Kalokol in Turkana 
District. It will also include surveillance in addi-
tion to supplementary feeding and micro-
nutrients supplementation. Oxfam GB is winding 
up the last general food distribution in Turkana.   

 
The cash for work program has been 

extended until December 2002 due to implemen-
tation delays rather than additional funding. 

S urveillance and monitoring of nutrition status and 
food security in districts which have been receiving 

food aid in the just concluded EMOP should be stepped 
up to ensure that children continue to enjoy good     
nutrition status. West Pokot, Tana River, Ijara, Turkana, 
Marsabit and Mandera were hardest hit by a three years 
long drought and should be watched carefully as far as 
health and nutrition issues are concerned. 

The surveillance would allow for quick inter-
vention in case of emergency. At present, Action Against 
Hunger (AAH) has set up nutrition surveillance in Man-
dera and is seeking out other partners who are working 
in Mandera to establish a network that will cover the 
whole district.  

Their approach is to work with local commu-
nities using the Bamako Initiative, Community health 
workers, traditional birth attendants with the support of 
the Ministry of Health and Arid Lands Resource      

Good maize yields guarantee food security 

under EMOP took place in       
Turkana, Mandera, West Pokot, 
Ijara, Marsabit and Tana River.  
                A total of 499,921 benefi-
ciaries in the six districts received 
6,992 MT of food during the final 
EMOP general distribution. 

                Food for Work initiative 

under the Kenya EMOP has also 
wound up in all the seven districts. 
                A total of 4,861 MT of 
food was allocated for distribution 
to these districts in September. 
                Implementing partners 
and NGO’s are also expected to 
phase out their activities on the 
EMOP F ood For  Work           
programme this month.  

W orld Food Programme 
(Kenya )Emergency Opera-

tion (EMOP) ended this month 
after distributing 675,000 metric 
tones of food worth about US$300 
million.  
                The Kenya drought 
EMOP, which began in March 
2000, at its peak had a beneficiary 
level of some 3.4 million people. A 
final general food   distribution  

World Food Programme Emergency Operation winds up 

Measures to ensure good nutrition status 
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T he relocation of Somali 
Bantu from Dadaab refugee 
camp near the Somali    

border, to Kakuma refugee camp in 
north-western Kenya ended this 
m o n t h .  T h e  l a s t  c o n v o y            
transporting 302 Somali Bantus 
arrived on Sunday September 29 in 
Kakuma and were met by a cheer-
ing crowd. Over a three-month 
period International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) organised 23 
road convoys to assist a total of 
11,755 refugees on a three day, 
1,500-km journey across Kenya. 
                Some 499 particularly 
vulnerable population, including 
pregnant women, infants, elderly 
and those too sick to travel by road, 
were flown on an IOM chartered 
flight, which completed 10 rotations 
between Dadaab and Kakuma. The 
exercise was started on 27 June. 
Medical examination will start in 
October and cultural orientation 
courses thereafter.  Topics will in-
clude US laws, employment,      
cultural adjustment, as well as    
additional classroom time for    

parenting issues, youth topics and 
survival literacy. 
                 In Kakuma, IOM and the 
World Vision have built 2,500 mud 
brick shelters.  An additional 200 
shelters are being constructed for 
the final arrivals, who will spend the 
first few nights in UNHCR-issued 
tents.  Approximately 500 Somali 
Bantus referred to the US Refugee 
Program remain in Dadaab. IOM 
will move these residual cases once 
UNHCR conducts interviews and 
confirms their identities.  
                 The Somali Bantu are 
living reminders of the once     
widespread and lucrative Indian 
Ocean slave trade. Their history as a 
distinct group began around the 
turn of the 18th century when the 
sultan of Zanzibar and other slave 
lords captured their forefathers in 
Malawi, Tanzania and Mozambique 
and sold them into slavery in     
Somalia.  
                 A f t e r  s l a v e r y  w a s       
abolished in the 19th and early 20th 
century, they settled in Somalia's 
fertile southern region along the 

Juba River and maintained their    
farming tradition.  
                In 1991, as Somalia       
descended into chaos and civil war, 
host i le milit ias raided Bantu          
settlements. Isolated, without any 
means of protection, they suffered 
widespread massacres and rape. 
Thousands fled on foot to Kenya. 
The most vulnerable, the elderly, the 
young and the sick died en route of 
hunger, thirst and disease. In 1999, 
the United States designated these 
exiled Somali Bantu a priority group 
for resettlement  
                Meanwhile, IOM is work-
ing on modalities of sending to 
Uganda some of its nationals who 
have expressed a desire to make use 
of an amnesty granted by their      
government in 2000. 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The money was given 
to Public Health Minister by the UNFPA country repre-
sentative. The concert is targeting the youth and the mid-
dle-aged. Renowned American music group Kool and the 
Gang and several local musicians are expected to perform 
during the 8 October concert at Nairobi's Jamhuri Park 

S weden has donated 150m euros for envi-
ronmental conservation of Lake Victoria. 

The money is to be shared between the three 
East African countries to ensure proper man-
agement of Lake Victoria basin. It will be used 
by Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania to cleanse 
and protect the lake against pollution. 
                AIDS awareness music concert re-
ceived 20,000-dollar boost from the United 

Relocation of Somali Bantu completed 

ment between the government and 
the teachers.  
T h e  n o t i c e  s t a t e s :  " T S C  
(Remuneration of Teachers) order, 
1997 is revoked. Provided that this 
order shall not apply to any action 
previously taken pursuant to the pro-
visions of the order now revoked." 
                  The striking teachers have 
however vowed not to return to work 
until their demands are met. They 
obtained a  court order that said the 
salary deal between the teachers and 
the government was still valid block-
ing an attempt by Education Minister 
to revoke it until the case was deter-
mined.  
                  The Government imple-
mented part of the 1997 deal and says 

it has no money to complete the  
promised 200 per cent pay increment. 
                  Almost all state run 
schools have closed down despite the 
forthcoming annual national examina-
tions that start in October.  Most 
schools were deserted as teachers 
remained in their homes following 
instructions from the Kenya National 
Union of Teachers (KNUT).  
                   The Central Organisa-
tion of Trade Unions (COTU), 
Kenya's umbrella trade union body, 
has expressed support for the teachers 
and threatened to call a nationwide 
strike within 14 days unless the gov-
ernment honours its pledge to      
increase salaries  

K enya's education sector is in 
crisis following a nationwide 

teachers strike that started on       
September 23. An estimated 600,000 
teachers walked out of classrooms in 
a salary dispute that dates back five 
years ago.  
                 The teachers accuse the 
Government of reneging on its 
promise to increase their pay. But the 
Government insists that the pay hike 
is unsustainable.  

In a move to break the 
strike, the Government revoked the 
contentious 1997 pay agreement after 
declaring the strike illegal and adver-
tising as vacant the positions held by 
the striking teachers. The revocation 
means that there is now no agree-

Education sector in crisis  

Donations for conservation and AIDS awareness 

Donor Contribution 

.  
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Refugees Mark Peace Day 
Refugees from 11 countries living in 
Kenya observed the International Day 
of Peace with song and dance at the 
Refugee Consortium of Kenya in a 
all-night vigil on September 21. 

Refugees 

Their history as a distinct 
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of the 18th century when the 

sultan of Zanzibar and 
other slave lords captured 

their forefathers in Malawi, 
Tanzania and 

Mozambique and sold them 
into slavery in  

Somalia.  

Education 



K isii, Gucha and 
Nyamira districts 
where more than 300 

people died in a recent Malaria 
outbreak will benefit from a new 
approach of eradicating       
mosquitoes. It includes eradicat-
ing the mosquito larvae using 
plant -based products that are 
harmless to people and animals, 
and environmental management 
in mosquito breeding sites.  

It will also involve ma-
laria control with new pesticides, 
use of baits and insect traps as 
well as educating local people to 
become involved in the fight 
against the disease.   

It is funded by the Finnish Gov-
ernment and will be imple-
mented by the International 
Centre for Insect Physiology 
and Ecology (ICIPE), the Min-
istry of Health, the Kenya Medi-
cal Research Institute and other 
organisations.  

 
Brick making sites have 

been cited as the main mosquito 
breeding areas because the many 
pits collect and hold water that 
is necessary for mosquito breed-
ing. The method involves use of 
pesticides derived from bacteria 
and the Neem tree and        
mosquitoes natural enemies 

such as tilapia.  
The researchers will 

also look for attractants (from 
natural sources) that can lure the 
insects into traps where they can 
be killed or removed physically 

from the environment.  
 

                 The high death toll dur-
ing disease outbreaks was blamed 
on lack of information flow spe-
cially between rural areas and the 
urban areas and lack of clarity on 
who should  take what responsibil-
ity. All the districts are preparing 
contingency plans for possible out-
breaks in the event of el Niño  

Fight against killer Malaria 

 S o  f a r ,  g roups          
operating within districts have 
been allocated 1.2m shillings to 
facilitate their campaigns, while 
those based at provincial levels 
are receiving 1.9m shillings from 
NACC. 

At least 200 groups had 
received funds for the HIV/
AIDS operations since the   
inception of the programme. 
Proposals are processed through 
the Constituency AIDS Control 
Committees, District AIDS 
Control Committees and     
Provincial AIDS Control Com-
mittees for approval.. 

Last month Kenyans 
were allowed to import generic 
anti-retroviral drugs for HIV/
AIDS following parliament’s 
reversal of an amendment to the 
Industrial Property Act restrict-
ing such imports. The             

re-amendment- requiring im-
porters to seek permission of 
the original patent holders   
before importation was tagged 
to a Trade Marks Amendment 
Bill on 8 August, which is now 
awaiting presidential assent, 
without the knowledge of other 

stakeholders.   
                 Part of the Govern-
ment’s strategy in curbing the 
spread of AIDS involves giving 
free Nevirparine to all HIV 
positive pregnant women giving 
birth in Government hospitals 
to block mother to child trans-
mission of the HIV virus. It is 
estimated that the drug will stop 
the transmission in about 60 per 
cent of the cases. By giving the 
mother a dose just before birth 
and the newborn its syrup soon 
after birth, some 50,000 Kenyan 
babies should be saved each 
year.  

M eanwhile the World Bank 
gave Kenya a US$50m to 

fight HIV/AIDS. The project will 
be implemented by the govern-
ment for five-years.  

The money was signed 
for by the government in October 
2000 to facilitate the programme 
scheduled to end in the year 2005.  

 

Thirty per cent of the 
money will be channelled to com-
munity-based initiatives, while 
another 21 per cent has been allo-
cated to co-ordinating structures 
established by the National AIDS 
Control Council (NACC).  

About 19 per cent of the 
fund was allocated to AIDS Con-
trol Units (ACUS) in the various 
government ministries to fight the 
spread of the disease among civil 
servants.  

The community-based 
organizations operating in con-
stituencies approved by NACC for 
funding are entitled to 350,000 
shillings from the programme. 

World Bank loan to stem spread of HIV/AIDS 
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A  total of 17 people died following a spate 
of fighting between the Borana and     

Turkana communities in Isiolo Central District. 
The fighting broke out in the first week of Sep-
tember 2002 (September 4 and 5, 2002) and left 
nine Turkanas and eight Boranas dead. The flare 
up forced close to 500 households to abandon 
their homesteads and 12 schools to close down. 

All the 1,213 cows stolen were recov-
ered as well as some donkeys and camels. Some 
200 goats were never recovered. In Ngambella 
village, 14 houses and one store were burnt to 
ashes and 116 houses stripped of household 
items.  

Reports indicate that the houses were 
torched by Turkana youths trekking their recov-
ered animals. About 200 people were displaced 
from Kisima, while another between 600-700 
households were displaced from Arimet and 
Shambani and are now camped at Nomads Pri-
mary School 
                Calm has been restored in the area 
and residents who fled after the bandit attacks 
earlier in the month have started returning home. 
However, not all the displaced were willing to go 
back because they say the security is inadequate. 
Security teams of regular and administration 
police officers had been deployed and would stay 
in the area until the end of the year.   

As of Saturday 14 September 2002, the 
following relief items had been distributed by 
various agencies. Office of the President 460 
bags of maize, 80 bags of beans, 50 cartons of 
cooking oil and 539 boxes of high-energy bis-
cuits, Red Cross gave out 300 tarpaulins and 300 
kitchen sets. The Catholic Church has been pro-
viding shelter and foodstuff. Action Aid gave 
Sh400,000 to the office of the president to buy 
supplies. 

A field assessment carried out by the 
UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-
ordination Unit (UNDPMCU) on September 11 
to 13 found though the displaced people were 
receiving assistance, they required additional 
food assistance in terms of cereals, pulses, vege-
tables and cooking oil. They also required more 
plastic sheeting for setting up temporary accom-
modation and blankets. In kitchenware, they 
require cooking pots, plates and cups as many of 
the household goods were reported looted after 
the owners fled the mayhem.  

The farming community in Ngambela 
will need maize and bean seeds in readiness for 
the planting season that usually starts in October.
( Pictures available) 

Tension has remained high on the Gu-
cha-Transmara-Migori border following the 
murder of five villagers as they pursued cattle 
rustlers on Sept 11. Later 10 houses and two 
sugarcane plantations were torched. The houses 
burnt were near the Migori-Gucha districts' bor-
der. Gucha is home to the Kisii community, 
Transmara to the Maasai and Migori to the Luo. 
The stolen cows were never recovered.   

Two days later a gang of about 100 peo-

Bonchari constituency in Kisii killing two people. The 
gang was armed with all sorts of crude weapons in-
cluding arrows, simis and machetes, invaded the 
church and attacked indiscriminately. The National 
Council of the Churches of Kenya (NCCK) and the 
Peace and Development Network have sent assess-
ment teams to Gucha, Transmara and Migori districts 
of western Kenya, to investigate the killings.  

A humanitarian source based in Gucha told 
IRIN on September 24 that the current ethnic ten-
sions in the region were not just a normal problem 
resulting from cattle rustling - a common phenome-
non in the area - but were due to political problems 
that typically occurred during election periods.  

The DC said at the expiry of the ultimatum, 
the government will conduct a major security opera-
tion to recover any arms not surrendered.  

In Marakwet, which is also of security con-
cern, residents in possession of illegally acquired fire-
arms in the Kerio Valley were given a one-month 
ultimatum to surrender them to the government. The 
ultimatum was issued on September 8. Marakwet 
District Commissioner said the government would 
use force to retrieve all illegal arms that have found 
their way into the Kerio Valley if the residents will not 
have surrendered them by 3 October, this year. 
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Insecurity hits Northern and Central Kenya 

A field assessment carried 
out by the UN Disaster 
Prevention, Management 
and Coordination Unit 

(UNDPMCU) on 
September 11 to 13 found 
though the displaced people 

were receiving assistance, 
they required additional 

food assistance in terms of 
cereals, pulses, vegetables 

and cooking oil.  
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Displaced children learn under a tree 

An elderly man prepares food for his family.  

Security 
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                The DC was addressing the public at     
Sangachi trading centre during a meeting convened to 
sensitise the people on the need to obey the arms or-
der before the expiry of the ultimatum. He announced 
that the Government had launched a manhunt for 
criminals upsetting the peace initiatives by elders,   
provincial administration and police to improve     
security. 

Meanwhile the death toll as a result of  ban-
ditry attacks against the Turkana in Kenya by Merrile 
from Ethiopia rose to 22 after three police reservists 
and a civilian were killed. The other 18 people were 
killed in two separate incidents in   September. In the 
first incident, 10 people died when the Merrile cattle 
raiders from Ethiopia    attacked a Manyatta some 150 
km from Lodwar a few hours after the two            
communities entered a peace agreement.  

The raiders surrounded the Manyatta (cluster 
of houses) at 11 pm and sprayed it with bullets at close 
range. The two communities had entered an agreement that stipulated compensation for any deaths and injuries. 

The Kenyan government has stepped up security along the country's common border with Ethiopia. 
Kenya police spokesman confirmed that there had been a number of attacks on Turkana associated with cattle 
rustling by raiders from the Merrile pastoralist community in Ethiopia. He said the raids were common among 
both the Turkana on the Kenyan side and the Merrile community across the border. He said the raids were spo-
radic and had been there for many years.  

The Turkana too sometimes carry out cattle raids on communities across the border.  The security per-
sonnel deployed in the area would prevent further bandit attacks from taking place. He urged travellers to that part 
of the country to liase with the police before doing so, as a safety measure. The spate of violence shows the urgent 
need to revive the National Steering Committee on Conflict Management.  

T he Busia District veteri-
nary officers have im-
posed quarantine in two 

divisions following an outbreak 
of foot -and-mouth disease after 
animals tested positive in 
Matayos and Butula divisions. 
No deaths have been reported 
yet. 

The situation will be 
reviewed after the vaccination 
exercise is completed with a 
view of opening the markets in 
the affected divisions. Livestock 
in Matayos Division was vacci-
nated before a similar exercise 
was started in Butula.. 

Livestock movement 
from the affected areas and 
outside the divisions was 
stopped to control the spread of 
the disease. (Source East African 

Standard, September 10)  
The Arid Lands Resource 

Management Project (ALRMP) said 
most of the pans and other surface 
water sources have dried up except 
for Ijara district where some pans and 
dams still have some water. The main 
source of water for both domestic and 
livestock remained boreholes, shallow 
wells, river wells and the permanent 
rivers. 

Forage is available in dry 
pastures with the exception of      
Baringo district, where most of the 
animals have moved into Samburu 
district.  

The distance between water 
sources and areas with plenty of for-
age have increased forcing the animals 
to walk long distances. However, 
some rains were reported in Turkana, 
Samburu, Mandera and Tana River 

districts, but the rest of the arid lands 
remained dry. 

The condition of livestock 
remained good in all the districts, but 
the prices of small stock have depreci-
ated compared to last month; this is 
attributed to the fact that many pas-
toralists are selling small stock for the 
purchase of cereals after the closure of 
EMOP. The prices of cereals on the 
other hand, have increased due to 
increased demand. 

Household milk availability 
decreased due to the movement of 
most of the livestock to dry season 
grazing areas. In the last one month, 
there were no major outbreaks of 
livestock diseases reported in any 
district but there were sporadic cases 
of Foot and Mouth Disease and 
Lumpy Skin Diseases reported in 
some districts. 

Quarantine after foot and mouth outbreak 
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The main 
source of water for 
both domestic and 
livestock remained 
boreholes, shallow 

wells, river wells and 
the permanent rivers. 

Livestock 

review  

distance 

milk 

Red cross officials assist the displaced  
Photos by Thomas Nyambane 



The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. To 
subscribe and contribute to this report please contact UNDPMCU  

email: lilian.nduta@undp.org or Tel: 624397 

CONTRIBUTORS: UNICEF (K), KFSG, KFSSG, Health and Nutrition 
Coordination Committee, WESCOORD, WFP (K), DMC, FEWSNET, UNHCR, 
ALRMP, FAO, IRIN, RC (Kenya), AAH-K, WV, Church World Service, Refugee 
Consortium of Kenya, IOM, UNHCR,GTZ,UN Security Update,, Daily Nation and 

East African Standard newspapers  

The purpose of the UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-ordination Unit  (DPMCU) is to enhance, support, 
and service a coordinated and coherent response amongst all partners to any kind of emergency situation, natural or man 

made (disasters or conflicts) in Kenya; improve the early warning mechanisms and information management systems; 
participate in regular monitoring of vulnerability and strengthen preparedness and response capacities amongst all 

partners. It also facilitates mobilisation of national and international resources.  

HelpAge International Africa Regional Development Centre workshop on Ageing in Africa: October 
14th to 18th. One of the topics to be covered during the course is "Older people and emergencies".  
KFSM: October 24, KICC 28th Floor 
KFSSG October 15, KICC 28th Floor 
WESCOORD  October 9,  KICC 13th Floor 
Health and Nutrition: October 14 
Oxfam (GB) is to hold a workshop to review its arid lands projects this month. (Date and Venue to be 
confirmed) 
Oxfam (GB) Inter-district Peace Workshop (Moyale, Marsabit and Wajir) in Wajir this month (Dates to be 
confirmed) 
IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority on Development) workshop on Developing Indicators for Pastoral 
Conflicts -October 11-12 at Inter-continental Hotel, Nairobi. 
Care : Disaster Management workshop on October 7-9 in Nairobi. 

Upcoming events 

You can now access this publication and our past issues on the internet. Just  key in www.reliefweb.
com, choose by country button. It will lead you to Kenya click on the country to access Kenya 
Humanitarian Update.  

Breaking News 


