
Humanitarian Access 
Humanitarian access in Somalia has rarely 
been so restricted. OCHA estimates that 
access for aid organisations in southern 
Somalia is at its lowest point since 
2006. In September, three international 
organisations were expelled from southern 
Somalia by Al Shabaab on the basis of 
having ties with US Government. The 
organisations had ongoing activities in 
agriculture and livelihoods, health, nutrition, 

 Humanitarian access in Somalia reached its lowest point since 2006. In September, 
three international organisations were expelled from southern Somalia by Al Shabaab,  
accused of having ties with the US government. With these latest forced suspensions, 
eight international organisations have been expelled from south central Somalia in 2010.

 The fi ghting in Mogadishu continued throughout September although at a lower 
intensity compared to August. During the month, an estimated 19,000 people were 
displaced, more than 80 people were killed and at least 340 wounded in the fi ghting.

 For the fi rst time this year, humanitarian organisations based in Mogadishu were able to 
conduct an interagency rapid needs assessment.  The assessment covered main locations 
hosting large numbers of displaced populations except for Balcad area, the coastal area 
of north Mogadishu and Daynile due to security and access constraints. The preliminary 
fi ndings indicate that the newly displaced are in need of food assistance, shelter, water, 
sanitation and health/nutrition assistance. 

 The total number of estimated internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Somalia has been 
revised upwards from 1.41 million people to 1.46 million. The slight revision is mainly due 
to an increase in the number of IDPs along the Afgooye Corridor – from 366,000 to nearly 
410,000.

 While displacement within Somalia remains high, the number of Somalis fl eeing the 
country continues to decrease. According to UNHCR, the number of Somalis fl eeing to 
Kenya and Yemen in the fi rst seven months of the year decreased by 20 percent and 55 
percent respectively compared to the same period last year. The neighbouring countries 
of Kenya, Yemen, Ethiopia, Djibouti Eritrea, Uganda and Tanzania currently host more 
than 600,000 Somali refugees.

 In September, the National Immunisation Days (NIDs) campaign was launched in all 16 
districts of Mogadishu. The NIDs is part of a global campaign to eliminate polio. Despite 
major challenges, including widespread confl ict and large population movements, 
transmission of the polio virus throughout Somalia has been successfully stopped since 
March 2007.

 As violence fl ared in the country, several high-level international meetings on Somalia 
took place. On 25 September, a UN Somalia Mini-Summit was held in New York. The 
summit reaffi  rmed that the Djibouti Peace Agreement is the basis for a resolution of the 
confl ict in Somalia. On 27-28 September, the International Contact Group on Somalia 
met in Madrid. The Group noted the marked decline in humanitarian operating space 
and funding and called for increased funding to address critical life-saving gaps.
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Somalia
OverviewUNITED NATIONS

NATION UNIES

water, sanitation and hygiene in the Jubas, 
Middle Shabelle, Bay, Bakool and Hiraan. 
These latest forced suspensions bring the 
total number of organisations expelled from 
south central Somalia in 2010 to eight (seven 
international NGOs and one UN agency). 
In August, Al Shabaab banned three 
other international NGOs from operating 
in southern Somalia accusing them of 
propagating Christianity. Approximately 
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1.2 million people were aff ected by the 
suspension of activities. In July, one INGO 
was forced to close its offi  ce in Hiraan and 
Bakool regions due to unacceptable working 
conditions. This aff ected thousands of 
women and children who were accessing the 
Mother and Child Health Centres run by the 
NGO. In January, WFP was forced to suspend 
its work in much of southern Somalia due 
to escalating threats and attacks against its 
staff , and unacceptable demands by armed 
groups controlling the area. 

Since 2008, a total of 20 organisations have 
been forced to leave parts of south central 
Somalia. 

The aid organisations that are still able to 
continue their work in south central Somalia 
are doing so with increasing diffi  culties. In 
September, several international NGOs were 
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forced to temporarily suspend activities 
following pressure on them to pay 20 percent 
of their project budget to Al Shabaab in 
addition to the US$10,000 registration fee. 

Local Somali NGOs have so far been able 
to continue their work without major 
interruption. Nevertheless, they are also 
working under extremely diffi  cult conditions. 

Confl ict & Displacement 
In Mogadishu, the intensity as well as the 
number of clashes were lower in September 
compared to August. Four suicide attacks 
occurred in the city during the reporting 
period. On 9 September, two suicide bombers 
attacked the Mogadishu airport with one 
vehicle exploding at the entrance killing two 
African Union soldiers and wounding three 
others. Two other attempted suicide attacks 
were foiled at the Mogadishu seaport and in 
a mosque in Wadajir on 10 and 11 September. 

After nearly two weeks of relative calm, fi erce 
fi ghting erupted in the city on 23 September 
and continued into early October. A majority 
of the casualties were in or around the 
Bakara Market where intense bombardment 
occurred. According to WHO, between 1-24 
September 2010, the two main hospitals 
in Mogadishu reported 339 weapon-
related casualties, of which 17 percent 
(58) were children under fi ve years of age. 
Since January 2010, 2,989 weapon-related 
casualties, including 591 under fi ve years 
of age have been reported from these two 
hospitals. 

From January to 24 September, a third 
hospital in Mogadishu reported 2,496 

weapon-related injuries. The total number 
of trauma casualties reported from the three 
main hospitals in 2010 is 5,296 cases as of 24 
September.

It remains a challenge to classify victims as 
combatants or noncombatants (civilians).

UNHCR estimates that at least 18,700 
displacements from Mogadishu were 
reported in September with Hodan, 
Boondheere and Hawl Wadaag districts 

being the most aff ected. Of those displaced, 
7,200 have left Mogadishu with 9,100 having 
gone to join more than 400,000 people living 
along the Afgooye Corridor. 

Information about the humanitarian crisis 
and needs in and around Mogadishu has 
been scarce due to the security situation 
in the city. Monitoring of the situation has 
mainly been via telephone. 

For the fi rst time in 2010, OCHA was able 
to organise an interagency rapid needs 
assessment following the military off ensive 
from mid-August until early September. 
The assessment took place from 15-28 
September and covered all locations hosting 
major IDP populations including Afgooye 
Corridor, Kaxshiiqaal and nine districts 
within Mogadishu (Dharkenley, Boondheere, 
Shangaani, Wardhiigleey, Xamar Weyne, 
Hodan, Hawl Wadaag, Xamar Jaabjab  and 
Waaberi).  The assessment teams were not 
able to cover Balcad area, the coastal area of 
north Mogadishu and Daynile due to security 
and access constraints. As the Somalia 
Humanitarian Overview went to press, the 
assessment report was not fi nalized but 
preliminary fi ndings indicate that the IDPs 
are in need of food assistance, shelter, water 
and sanitation and health/nutrition support. 

Elsewhere in south central Somalia, the 
situation has been relatively calm with no 
major clashes or displacement. In early 
September, an unconfi rmed number of 
people fl ed Rab Dhuure district in Bakool 

 

Movement out of Mogadishu - August 2010  - Credit: SOYDE

Of Note: 

 Following a reassessment of the security situation in Somaliland, the UN Secretary-General 
(UNSG) approved a change in the UN security phase from four (Emergency Programme 
Only) to three (Relocation Phase). However, the areas in Sool and Sanaag regions remain 
in phase four. The rest of Somalia also remains in phase four except for Mogadishu and 
Kismayo which are phase fi ve (Evacuation – UNSG approved missions only).

 On 23 September, more than 100 IDP households were evicted from their shelters in 
Lafoole settlement along the Afgooye Corridor. The Hisbul Islam administration, which 
is conducting the evictions, is said to be subdividing the land and reselling it. In August, 
an estimated 20,000 people were also evicted by private land owners in the Afgooye 
Corridor. Many of the IDPs have moved further away from the main road to set-up new 
settlements while others were forced to return to other regions including Bay, Bakool and 
Lower Shabelle.

 WFP fi nalized its allocation plan for the next six months from October 2010 to March 2011. 
The allocation plan is based on the recently completed country-wide food security and 
nutrition post-Gu 2010 assessment. WFP intends to assist 1.2 million vulnerable Somalis 
in its operational areas taking into account a combination of needs, access and capacities. 
Interventions will include relief food assistance for areas in Humanitarian Emergencies, 
continuation and expansion of nutrition, education and livelihoods based activities. 

 With rumours of a possible military off ensive in south central Somalia, the humanitarian 
community has updated the contingency plan for a possible increase in related 
humanitarian needs. 
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region to surrounding villages following 
rumours of anticipated fi ghting between 
pro-government forces and Islamist groups. 

New Afgooye Displacement Figures 
Following a new assessment completed in 
September, UNHCR revised upwards the 
estimated number of people in Afgooye 
Corridor to 410,000 from 366,000.  The 
new assessment is the result of a complex, 
three-month-long exercise led by UNHCR 
on behalf of the humanitarian community 
in Somalia. Due to the diffi  cult security 
situation and lack of access, it was based 
on high-resolution satellite imagery from 
which the refugee agency extrapolated the 
population size.

The satellite images indicate that there 
has been very signifi cant construction of  
both permanent and temporary structures. 
Overall, there are 91,397 temporary shelters 
and 15,495 permanent ones in the area. In 
addition to some 410,000 IDPs in Afgooye, 
UNHCR estimates there are 55,000 people in 
Daynile to the north of Mogadishu, 15,200 
in the Balcad Corridor on the northern edge 
of the capital and 7,260 in Kaxshiiqaal to 
the west. Precise numbers on Mogadishu 
displaced populations are diffi  cult to 
determine: UNHCR  estimates that there are 
372,000 IDPs in the capital. This brings the 
total estimated number of IDPs in Somalia 
to 1.46 million.

Cross-Border Movements 
While displacement within Somalia remains 
high, the number of Somalis fl eeing the 
country continues to decrease. According 
to UNHCR data, the number of Somalis 
crossing the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea 
has more than halved during the fi rst seven 
months of the year (January-August) in 
comparison with the same period in 2009. 
From January to August 2010, some 8,156 
Somalis (monthly average of 1,165) reached 
the shores of Yemen in contrast to 18,040 
(monthly average of 2,577) in 2009.  The 
main reason for the decline is the fact that 
it has become more diffi  cult for southern 
Somalis to reach Bossaso town due to 
increased security control along the way by 
Puntland authorities.

The number of Somalis leaving for Kenya has 
not reduced as drastically as Yemen. During 
the fi rst seven months of the year 36,094 
(monthly average of 5,146) Somalis arrived 
in Dadaab refugee camps in northern Kenya 
compared to 45,000 (monthly average of 
6,423) during the same period in 2009.

Early Warning – La Niña phenomenon 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWSNET) issued an alert that the two 
main rivers in Somalia – the Juba and the 

conditions will aff ect western Ethiopia 
where both the Juba and the Shabelle rivers 
originate.  

In September, the Juba and Shabelle Rivers 
were unusually high in the Jubas, Hiraan and 
Middle Shabelle regions. Several villages 

Before: Afgooye corridor – satellite images of the Ceelasha area in October 2007 - Source: UNHCR

After: Afgooye corridor – satellite images of the Ceelasha area in July 2010 - Source: UNHCR

Shabelle could experience localised fl oods 
during the Deyr rainy season from October 
to December. This will result from increased 
rains in the Ethiopian highlands. The La 
Niña phenomenon associated with drier-
than-normal conditions which will mostly 
aff ect Somalia while wetter-than-normal 



Somalia Humanitarian 
Overview
September 2010

in Jamaame, Jowhar, Belet Weyne and 
Jalalaqsi districts were aff ected by fl ood.

Funding Update 
As of early October 2010, funding received 
for the Somalia Consolidated Appeal 
(CAP) has now reached $355 million, or 60 
percent out of the required $596 million. 
However, this high funding level obscures 
two persistent problems. First, funding 
is unbalanced. While 80 percent of the 
Food Assistance Cluster requirements are 
covered, the non-food part of the CAP 
is funded at only 35 percent. Less than 
one third (31%) of all available funding is 
for clusters other than Food Assistance, 
although the fi nancial needs for the food 
and non-food part of the CAP are roughly 
equal at around $300 million each. Second, 
half of the available funding – $174 million 
of the $355 million or 49 percent – is a carry-
over from 2009. As of early September, $181 
million in new funding had been received, 
compared to $270 million in new funding at 
the same time in 2009.

  Key Humanitarian Deliveries - September 2010 

 Nutrition: WFP reached an agreement with Save the Children Alliance to resume the 
targeted supplementary feeding programme in Bossaso and Garowe in Puntland. This 
intervention was suspended due to the withdrawal of Relief International from the Bossaso 
area in late July. Some 2,200 acutely malnourished children and women will be targeted 
every month. The benefi ciaries are primarily among the IDP communities in Bossaso, which 
currently experience the highest Global Acute Malnutrition rates of more than 26 percent. 

  Health:  Between 1-22 September 2010, about 654 people visited the out-patients unit at 
the Kulmiye Hospital in Afgooye Corridor and where treated for various reproductive health 
conditions. WHO, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, continues to provide the 
much needed support for the hospital.  In September, one junior doctor and nine medical 
students from the Banadir University were trained in Obstetric and Gynaecology. Training of 
Somali health workers in this fi eld is crucial to reduce  the high rates of maternal mortality.

  Health:  In September, the National Immunisation Days (NIDs) campaign was launched in all 
16 districts of Mogadishu. The NIDs is part of a global campaign to eliminate polio. Despite 
major challenges – widespread confl ict, large population movements and a dearth of 
functioning government infrastructure, transmission of the polio virus throughout Somalia 
has been successfully stopped since March 2007. 

  Logistics: The UN Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) will now be able to land at a newly 
constructed airstrip in Garowe, Puntland, which is only 11km from the town compared to 
the old one which was 40km away. UNHAS is presently funded until mid-December 2010, 
but urgently requires additional support to be able to operate in 2011.

CAP Funding Status as of 7 October - Source: http://fts.unocha.org/
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