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Ethiopia: 

Humanitarian Alert in the Wake Humanitarian Alert in the Wake Humanitarian Alert in the Wake Humanitarian Alert in the Wake 
of UN’s Somali Region Reportof UN’s Somali Region Reportof UN’s Somali Region Reportof UN’s Somali Region Report    

Up to 1.8 million people in the Somali Region of Ethiopia 
could be affected in a major humanitarian crisis in the coming 
months, if recommendations from a recent United Nations 
mission are not implemented, a UN OCHA official says. 

“We will see a major crisis develop in the next month unless 
there is a resumption of livestock trade and export, commer-
cial and humanitarian food distribution,  urgent healthcare, 
and access by government service providers and humanitar-
ian partners”, said Paul Hebert, Head of UN OCHA in Ethiopia, 
who led the UN mission to the Somali Region between 30 
August and 5 September. 

The mission’s report was released on 20th September but the 
estimated magnitude of a possible crisis – up to 1.8 million 
affected – is new. 

The Somali Region is currently the theatre of a Government 
crack-down on opposition fighters from the Ogaden National 
Liberation Front (ONLF). The mission found that the humani -
tarian situation in areas affected by the military operations 
already has deteriorated substantially. 

A summary of the report says that “the food securit y situation 
[in Somali Region] is expected to worsen progressively if con-
ditions related to commercial and livestock trade are not im-
proved.  The mission predicts rapid deterioration in the nutri-
tional status of people within two to three months if commer-
cial food continues to be available only in limited quantities”. 

The report notes that food prices have doubled over the past 
three months and recommends the resumption of livestock 
exportation, the re-establishment of legal cross-border trade 
with Somalia and/or increased internal trade to provide com-
mercial food and distribution of food aid for 600,000 people 
for three months. 

The OCHA-led mission observed communicable diseases in-
cluding scabies in children as well as an acute shortage of 
drugs and medical supplies. In interviews with the civilian 
population the team also encountered a pervasive fear for 
individual safety and securit y. Many respondents expressed 
frustration at being caught between the Ethiopian National 

Defense Forces (ENDF) and the ONLF. 

The Government of Ethiopia said in a 19 September statement 
that it will “ensure that the humanitarian needs of the people 
in the Region, including health services and nutrition require-
ments, are effectively addressed without further delay in col-
laboration with the relevant organs of the United Nations 
System and other partners”. 

Meanwhile, the International  Committee of the Red Cross and 
NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) continue to be denied 
access to the affected population after the Ethiopian govern-
ment told the two humanitarian organizations to leave the  
Somali Region and the country respectively in August. 

An additional report on human rights and protection in the 
Somali Region - still confidential – has been prepared follow-
ing the  UN assessment mission and presented to the govern-
ment in Addis Ababa, said Paul  Hebert. 
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The UN assessment mission to the Somali Region found “a pervasive 
fear for individual safety and security” among civilians.   
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internal displacement, repatriation and return – in the Cen-
tral and East African region (CEA) has been mixed in the first 
half of 2007 and shows both new large-scale displacement 
and high numbers of people returning to their places of ori -
gin, a new “Displaced Populations Report” from OCHA Re-
gional Office in Nairobi found. 

By mid-2007, the IDP population in CEA is estimated to be 
8,891,438 people, compared to 9,982,921 IDPs registered at 
the end of 2006.  Djibouti, Tanzania  and Rwanda  maintain 
the status of officially having no IDPs, save for temporary 
displacements as a result of climatic conditions like flooding.  
In Kenya and Ethiopia there are no official reports on the 
status or statistics of IDPs. New displacements as a result of 
ethnic conflicts were however noted in both countries during 
the first half of 2007, the report says. 

At the same time, an estimated 1,680,214 returnees were 
recorded in several parts of the region by mid-2007. 

Cross-border raids and displacements from Darfur in early 
2007 resulted in new displacements of over 65,000 in Central 
African Republic (CAR) and 59,973 in Chad. Of the current 
2.2 million IDPs in Darfur, 248,414 are new displacements 
since January 2007. 

There has been a slight increase of about  64,472 refugees 
recorded mostly in Sudan,  following influxes from Chad and 
Eritrea. By June 2007,  there were an estimated 2,031,791 
refugees in the region compared to 1,967,319 refugees re-
corded by UNHCR at the end of December 2006. 

In addition to on-going armed conflict, generalized insecurity 
and States’ incapacity to effectively address human rights 
violations, extreme weather conditions such as floods and 
droughts have been responsible for temporary displacements 
in several parts of the CEA region. 

The “Displaced Populations Report” consists largely of statisti-
cal data and maps illustrating and summarizing the displace-
ment trends from January till  June 2007.  

Report link: http://ochaonline2.un.org/LinkClick.aspx?
link=ocha&docid=1071206 

 

UN Day in Uganda: 

UN and NGOs to celebrate UN Day UN and NGOs to celebrate UN Day UN and NGOs to celebrate UN Day UN and NGOs to celebrate UN Day 

‘Standing Up, Speaking Out’‘Standing Up, Speaking Out’‘Standing Up, Speaking Out’‘Standing Up, Speaking Out’     

The United Nations in Uganda will mark UN Day 2007 on 17 
October 2007 (see also calendar) by participating in national 
“Stand Up, Speak Out” events, co-organized by the United 
Nations Millennium Campaign and the Uganda NGO Forum, 
with support from the United Nations Communications 
Group in Uganda. 

“Stand Up and Speak Out ” is a global call to action against 
poverty and for achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG), the eight development goals to be achieved by 
2015 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at 
the 2000 World Summit. 

Around the world, people stand up and speak out,  literally 
and symbolically, to demand that the United Nations Mem-
ber States keep their promises to end extreme poverty and 
improve the lives of hundreds of millions of people around 
the world by 2015. 

In Uganda, the UN’s participation in the “Stand Up, Speak 
Out” events will serve as the climax to a series of events, or-
ganized on the theme of “Halfway to 2015: Uganda’s MDG 

Report Card”. The week-long series of awareness-raising events 
will kick-start on 10 October with the launch of Uganda’s na-
tional report  on progress toward achievement of the MDGs. 

Among events open to media during the week is a visit to the 
Millennium Village at Ruhiira, in southwestern Uganda, as well 
as a visit to a primary school and a maternity clinic.  The school 
and clinic visits represent the MDGs on which national pro-
gress has been greatest and least, respectively: For progress on 
primary education, Uganda has been repeatedly singled out  
for international  recognition. Conversely, Uganda has re-
corded the lowest improvement in maternal health among the 
eight MDGs. 

In 2006, 23 million people participated in the “Stand Up, Speak 
Out” campaign worldwide. It  is expected that in 2007, the 
number will double to 50 million. In Uganda, the goal is to 
mobilize one million in 2007,  compared to 39,000 in 2006. 

 

Northern Uganda: 

First Camp Closures as Internally First Camp Closures as Internally First Camp Closures as Internally First Camp Closures as Internally     

Displaced People Return HomeDisplaced People Return HomeDisplaced People Return HomeDisplaced People Return Home    

The Government of Uganda and the humanitarian community 
celebrated the first official closure and transformation of IDP 
camps in northern Uganda on 11 and 12 September 2007. 

Formerly home to some 13,426 internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), the Otwal railway camp (Oyam district) and Agweng 
camp (Lira district) were respectively closed and transformed 
into a viable community (see box). This process of closure and 
transformation is symbolic of 
the current  dynamic in north-
ern Uganda. Against the back-
drop of continued improve-
ment in the securit y situation 
since the signing of the Cessa-
tion of Hostilities agreement 
between the Government of 
Uganda and the Lord’s Resis-
tance Army (LRA) on 26 Au-
gust 2006, one half of the 
more than 1.7 million people 
displaced throughout  the Acholi,  Lango and Teso sub-regions 
in 2005 have begun the process of returning to their villages 
of origin. The Oyam and Lira camps are thus the first of 40 
now-deserted camps that the Government of Uganda  intends 
to close or transform, with the support of the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), before the end of 
the year. 

In Lango region – which comprises the districts of Lira, Oyam 
and Apac – fully 92 per cent of former IDPs or 431,000 people 
have returned to their homes. Among the 35,000 people re-
maining in camps are the most vulnerable -  older people who 
have lost their families, orphaned children and people suffer-
ing from chronic disease, among others – who require special-
ized assistance to help them, too, to return to their homes. 
Others are original residents of the pre-existing communities at 
the sites where the camps were established. 

Meanwhile, returns in the Acholi sub-region have so far 
lagged behind those in Lango. This has been attributed,  in 
part, to the more severe impact that over two decades of con-
flict have had on the population, as well as the desire of IDPs 
to see a successful conclusion to the Juba peace process be-
fore moving out  of the protected camps and transit sites.  

In the Teso sub-region, on the other hand, returns are lagging 

The transformation of a 
former camp into a viable 
community has been  
defined as the collaborative 
rehabilitation of a camp to 
what it was prior to the  
conflict, i.e. village, trading 
centre, central administra-
tive area etc. 
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behind due to continuing insecurity posed by illegally-armed 
Karimojong,  who frequently conduct cattle raids into the 
frontline sub-counties of Amuria and Katakwi districts.  

In total, nearly 700,000 IDPs (63 per cent of the original dis-
placed population)  remain in camps in Acholi  region, as well 
as 110,000 IDPs (77 per cent of those originally displaced) in 
Karimojong-affected Amuria and Katakwi districts of Teso. In 
each case, the majority of those who have left the camps have 
moved to intermediate transit sites rather than their vil lages of 
origin. 

The experience of many former IDPs in Lango sub-region has 
been of increasing rates of malnutrition and mortality in 2007 
as the population moved home. This deterioration has been 
primarily attributed to lack of access to basic social services, 
including health care, clean drinking water and adequate 
sanitation facilities. 

In order to mitigate the  likelihood of a similar experience in 
the Acholi region, the humanitarian community in Uganda 
has identified priority projects from the 2007 Consolidated 
Appeal Process totalling some USD 33.6 million to strengthen 
health care, education, water and sanitation, protection and 
food production in return areas of the Acholi  sub-region 
ahead of an expected increase in return of IDPs in the last part 
of 2007.  

For more information contact: Kristen Knutson, Public Information 

and Donor Liaison Officer, OCHA-Uganda (+256 772759996, 

knutson@un.org) Lydia Mirembe Ssenyonjo, National Information 

Officer, OCHA-Uganda, (+256 772749857, mirembessen-

yonjo@un.org)  

 

Background on Disaster Risk Reduction: 

Increase in Disasters Emphasize Need  Increase in Disasters Emphasize Need  Increase in Disasters Emphasize Need  Increase in Disasters Emphasize Need  

for Improved Preparednessfor Improved Preparednessfor Improved Preparednessfor Improved Preparedness    

In recent years focus has sharpened on Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (DRR) and Disaster Preparedness as a result of the rising 
number and the greater impact of disasters affecting vulner-
able populations. 

The recorded numbers of disasters, the number of people 
they affect, and the property losses they cause, have risen 
dramatically each decade since reliable records began in 

around 1960, according to a policy briefing commissioned by 
the Department for International Development (DFID) in 
2004. An average year will see disasters kill over 60,000 peo-
ple and affect at least a quarter of a billion. However, numbers 
do fluctuate and in 2003 almost 90,000 disaster deaths were 
recorded. 

More than half of disaster deaths occur in countries with low 
human development and limited capacity to reduce risks, 
even though only 11 per cent of people exposed to hazards 
live in those countries. 

Several initiatives have begun to look at DRR more closely, 
including an Emergency Preparedness and Response work-
shop held 26-28 September in Nairobi that examined DRR 
issues and related collaboration between humanitarian and 
development partners. 

Oyundi Nehondo,  National Coordinator for DRR, Emergencies 
and Conflicts with the NGO Actionaid Kenya, attended the 
workshop and contributed the following article introducing 
the concept of Disaster Preparedness as a state of mind, with 
examples from Kenya. 

 

Disaster preparedness is a state of mindDisaster preparedness is a state of mindDisaster preparedness is a state of mindDisaster preparedness is a state of mind    

Natural and man-made events turn into hazards if they 
threaten society. The interaction between hazards and society 
may lead to disasters only if the society is affected beyond its 
capacity to cope. Such societies are said to be exposed and at 
risk. 

Disaster management is a combination of related measures 
taken together to substantially reduce loss of lives, community 
assets, and livelihoods and 
limit the impact on the envi-
ronment when disaster oc-
curs. These measures are clas-
sified into three categories: 
before, during and after the 
disaster. 

Prevention, mitigation and 
preparedness are measures 
largely taken before the disaster. Preventive measures are 
geared towards outright avoidance of the hazard, for exam-
ple land use policy prohibiting settlement (housing, schools, 
hospitals etc.) in floodplains such as Budalangi in Western 
Kenya. Mitigation measures attempt upfront confrontation of 
the hazard, for example by the construction of dykes along 
river Nzoia to contain floods and double-engineered infra-
structure such as buildings, bridges etc. 

But mitigation measures can fail. Therefore, preparedness 
measures are geared towards response – i.e. activities under-
taken during the disaster - prior to the disaster (with or with-
out mitigation measures) and can include emergency re-
sponse teams serviced with training and facilities. 

Ideally, preventive, mitigation and preparedness measures are 
meant to reinforce one another. Paradoxically, in practice they 
contradict  each other. 

Mitigation measures such as construction and repair  of dykes 
lowers the flood risk perception of the community at risk. This 
in turn undermines their preparedness for response during 
floods. This may explain why, when the dyke collapsed at 
Makunda for the first time, it set off a historical humanitarian 
crisis in Budalangi. Disaster prevention and mitigation meas-
ures tend to lower the disaster risk perception of communities 
at risk. For instance, communities settled on high ground 
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Uganda: IDP return per region

 June 2007 (UNHCR)
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High Commissioner for Human Rights on the human rights 
situation in the Sudan”. Report detailing cases of abduction, 
rape and sexual violence in South Darfur, in which it  says that 
the Government of the Sudan must protect women and chil -
dren from sexual and gender-based violence. The report con-
tains testimonies from victims and eyewitnesses describing 
how women were abducted, kept as sex slaves or subjected to 
other human rights violations in Deribat and surrounding 
towns by the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and affiliated 
groups. These and other violations occurred in late December 
2006 in the wake of air and ground attacks on civilians in the 
area.  

The report, prepared in cooperation with the UN Mission in 
Sudan, says the abuses may also constitute war crimes. 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/press/docs/
Deribat_report_20Aug07.pdf 

 

October 2007 Calendar October 2007 Calendar October 2007 Calendar October 2007 Calendar     

(prevention) in a floodplain tend to be least prepared for re-
sponse in the event of a floods disaster despite spending most 
of their time in the  lowlands. 

The higher the risk perception, the better prepared are the 
communities at risk. Therefore, DRR through for example 
schools ideally aims at reducing disaster risk by increasing risk 
perception as a basis for prevention,  mitigation,  preparedness 
and reconstruction. Disaster preparedness is a state of mind – 
it depends overwhelmingly on risk perception. 

 

Dem. Rep. of the Congo: 

Ebola Contained Ebola Contained Ebola Contained Ebola Contained ---- not  Under Control not  Under Control not  Under Control not  Under Control    

Although largely contained, the Ebola vi rus outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) cannot yet be con-
sidered fully controlled,  the World Health Organization 
(WHO) says. 

On 2 October,  the DRC Ministry of Health confirmed a fresh 
case of Ebola from Kampungu in the Kasai Occidental Prov-
ince, the epicenter of the outbreak.  According to WHO, there 
is now 249 suspected cases and 10 deaths by Ebola con-
firmed. However, exact data on the outbreak is difficult to 
obtain as other haemorrhagic fevers in the region may be 
mistaken for Ebola. 

“Identifying and isolating all suspected cases is still a priority 
for the response teams to ensure that the chains of transmis-
sion are broken” WHO said in a statement. 

“This includes following up any contacts over the incubation 
period in order to isolate them immediately if they become ill. 
Two consecutive incubation periods must elapse, a total of 42 
days, following the identification and isolation of the last con-
firmed case, before the outbreak is considered controlled”, the 
organization added. 

In support of national and local authorities, a number of UN 
agencies and organizations such as Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) and the United States Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) are responding to the outbreak. 

 

Selected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected Reading    

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR):Rights (OHCHR):Rights (OHCHR):Rights (OHCHR): “Making Peace Our Own: Victims Percep-
tions of Accountability, Reconciliation and Transitional justice 
in Northern Uganda.”  

The study looks at the victims’ perceptions of conflict, account-
ability, reconciliation and transitional justice in the light of the 
Juba peace talks between the Government of Uganda and 
the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). The report highlights that 
communities hold both the LRA and the Government respon-
sible for the harm, trauma, neglect and other rights violations 
they have  suffered and believe they should be held account-
able. Perceptions on the virtues of amnesty, domestic prosecu-
tion, the International Criminal Court (ICC) and local or tradi-
tional practices were mixed. The desire to prevent impunity 
was however consistent among affected communities. 

OHCHR conducted the study from January to June 2007, 
with the participation of 1,725 victims of the conflict in Acho-
liland, Lango and Teso sub-regions. 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/docs/
northern_Uganda_august2007.pdf 
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Disclaimer: Disclaimer: Disclaimer: Disclaimer: The information in this document is consolidated from 

reports and field information from a variety of sources including OCHA 

field staff, United Nations agencies, humanitarian partners, NGOs, 

news agencies, and others. The articles provided are subject to avail-

ability of data and do not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. The 

Humanitarian Newsmaker is intended to bring to the attention of 

media and humanitarian partners newsworthy humanitarian develop-

ments in the Central and East African region in order to contribute to 

the fulfillment of OCHA’s mandate. Articles do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the United Nations. 

For further information on any of these articles, please contact: 

Jens Laerke, Public Information Officer, laerke@un.org, 

phone: +254 (20) 762 ext. 2119, mobile: +254 (0)7 22 513 503 

Luluwa Ali, Humanitarian Reporting and Media Relations Officer,  

ali19@un.org, phone: +254-20-7621004 

16 October  World Food Day  

17 October International Day for the Eradication of Pov-
erty. 

Stand Up against Poverty campaign. 

Humanitarian Development Summit for hu-
manitarian relief organisations, Nairobi  (to 
Oct. 19).  

24 October United Nations Day. Anniversary of the com-
ing into force of the Charter of the United 
Nations. The day is part of United Nations 
Week, which runs from 20 October to 26 Oc-
tober.  

10 October International Disaster Reduction Day  


