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Issue No. 64, covering the period 1- 30 September 2010 Kathmandu, 13 October 2010 

I. KEY HIGHLIGHTS  
• Emergency Relief Coordinator allocates $2 million for Nepal from CERF  
• Floods and landslides affected 46 districts across the country 
• Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium (NRRC) gaining momentum 
• Get Airport Ready for Disaster (GARD) training completed 

HUMANITARIAN UPDATE 

Late monsoon rain and its Impacts 

Heavy monsoon rains caused floods and landslides throughout Nepal that temporarily 
posed moderate to high threats of significant flooding. More than 46 districts were 
affected across the country by floods and landslides since the start of monsoon in June 
2010. As of 12 September, according to the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS), floods 
and landslides claimed 149 lives, while fire and lightening claimed seven lives over the 
past four months. Eleven people remain missing. The floods and landslides displaced 
more than 1,600 families throughout the country and 1,720 houses were completely 
destroyed and 2,467 houses partially damaged.  

On 19 September, more than 100 families were temporarily displaced due to the swollen 
Mahakali River in Kanchanpur District which inundated 350 houses according to Save 
the Children. The Chief District Officer (CDO) in Kanchanpur reported 152 displaced 
individuals and 36 families were rescued from Bhujela and Badaipur. On 20 September, 
with the decrease in water level in the Mahakali River water levels receded and people 
returned home.  

The entire country received normal to above normal rainfall in August, except a few 
isolated areas in Mid West Region and Western Region. According to the Department of 
Hydrology and Meteorology (DoHM), the accumulated rainfall from June to August 

exceeded the normal monsoon 
season (June – September) 
accumulated rainfall (100 %) in 
Nepalgunj. The high precipitation 
(more than 300mm) was observed in 
Dadeldhura, Dhangadhi, Bhairawaha 
districts in August and September 
(the graph below indicates data 
available for September only). The 
OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit 
(HSU) of the Resident Coordinator / 
Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 
(RCHCO) issued two Situation 
Reports on 25 August and 6 
September on Floods and landslides, 
which are available on the Nepal 
Information Platform: www.un.org.np 

Broken point of embankment of Mahakali River (Photo: 
Save the Children) 
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Source: Department of Hydrology and Meteorology, Kathmandu 

Cluster Updates 

Food Security and Agriculture 

Following the Inter-Custer Support Mission to Nepal in late July, the Food Security 
Cluster (FSC) has reviewed its Terms of Reference (ToR) and held discussions on 
contingency plans during cluster meetings on 7th of September and October. Key 
streams of activities for an Action Plan have been developed and working groups have 
been established for food security information management in both emergency and non-
emergency contexts, as well as on the role of the Cluster at the district and regional level. 
Ongoing discussion continues on the role of the FSC within the overall disaster-
reduction framework. 

Food security in Mid and Far Western Hills and Mountains districts remains a major 
concern. Winter crop production of wheat and barley were severely affected by localized 
natural disasters, with seven districts reporting 50 percent production loss. Six Village 
Development Committees (VDCs) in upper Dolpa became highly food insecure but Doti 
and Darchula reported improved food security.  

WFP’s Food Security Monitoring and Analysis Unit is collaborating with the Government 
of Nepal’s Central Bureau of Statistics on the Nepal Living Standard Survey III (NLSS III). 
NLSS III is funded by the World Bank and WFP is contributing both technically and 
financially to the survey to improve synergy and validity of methods and ensure wider 
dissemination of results. The 2011 survey will include a new food security module and 
the findings are expected to serve as a baseline for Comprehensive Food Security & 
Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA) at WFP. Data collection is underway and is expected to 
be completed by February 2011.  

WFP is in the process of finalizing a new cycle of agreements with partners for the 
implementation of food and cash for assets activities as part of PRRO 106760 
Assistance for Populations Affected by Conflict and High Food Prices in Nepal. Due to 
limited resources available, WFP is only able to assist some 400,000 food insecure 
beneficiaries, approximately one third of the planned beneficiaries for 2010/2011.  

A recent contribution to WFP’s Country Programme from the Republic of Korea (KOICA) 
enables the continuation of the school meal programme, whereby 194,000 primary 
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school children from the most isolated and food insecure districts in the Mid-West and 
Far West Regions receive nutritious mid-day meals at school. In addition, some 58,000 
girls going to schools also get take-home rations of cooking oil that incentivise families to 
enrol and keep their daughters at school.  

A review workshop of the WFP supported Mother Child Health Care (MCHC) 
programme was held with the Ministry of Health and district counterparts in September. 
The programme assists 20,500 children and 8,000 pregnant and lactating mothers in 12 
food insecure districts in Central and Mid-Far West Regions of Nepal.  

Initial contribution of the FAO - EU Food Facility 
Program (EUFF) in combating food and nutrition 
insecurity of the vulnerable families has started 
to have a positive impact, 103,111 households in 
ten districts that received improved seeds of 
maize, vegetable and rice in the 2010 summer 
have started to harvest maize and vegetables.  
Some beneficiaries reported that young maize 
and vegetables have been consumed in their 
daily diet. Others reported that they could earn a 
cash income from selling some of the vegetables 
to the local market. Meanwhile, the rice is 
showing a good performance and will be 
harvested in late September or early October.  

For the upcoming winter season, FAO continues 
to support those families through the distribution 
of 844 MT wheat, 51 MT lentil and 13 MT 
vegetable seed. However, it remains a challenge 
to get the quality seed which is about 1,226 MT 
of wheat and 75 MT of lentil seed in particular 
the seed variety for the mid hill and mountainous 

agro-ecological zones.  Likewise, 4,850 farmers were provided on-farm training on 
different aspects of vegetable and cereal crops during August-September.  

FAO has initiated the procurement and distribution of more than 12,500 goats along with 
veterinary kits and shed materials to 3,043 landless farming families in four District. FAO 
intends to extend the goat distribution in Kalikot District because of high number of 
vulnerable landless population and availability of natural resources to support livestock 
based livelihood. Similarly, 31 technicians were trained on livestock management, which 
will be used to train farmers in the field.  

Nutrition 

The Nutrition Cluster completed all planned training programmes, including district level 
Training of Trainers, Health Workers training, Training of Village Health Workers (VHWs) 
and Maternal and Child Health Workers (MCHWs) and rolled out Community 
management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) programme in Jajarkot and Kanchanpur 
districts. Three members from Child Health Division of MOHP, Maternity Hospital and 
UNICEF participated in regional meeting on Infant Feeding in Emergency. 

Similarly, 55 OTPs (Out-patient Therapeutic Programme) centers located at health 
facilities provide therapeutic feeding to Severe Acute Malnourished children in five 

Farmers’ family drying the harvest in Jumla, 
Photo: FAO 
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CMAM districts.  Six Stabilization centers are providing treatment for Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM) with medical complications in all five districts. 

The Nutrition Cluster meeting on 16 September agreed to form working groups on: (1) 
Contingency plan and preparedness plan revision (ii) Cluster policy, strategies, work 
plan revision (iii) Nutrition cluster information management system, and (iv) Revision of 
nutrition assessment tools. In three CMAM districts, district review meeting were 
organized and a regional review meeting was organized in Nepalgunj. 

Health 

The Emergency Health Cluster meeting was held on 2 September and endorsed the 
health sector plan for major earthquake scenario for Kathmandu valley and Health 
Cluster ToR prepared by the sub-group on health cluster preparedness. The Health 
Cluster plan and ToR will be circulated among Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) 
members and government line ministries.  

Health sector contingency planning training has been completed in 20 districts and there 
will be additional training in three more districts. Epidemiology and Diseases Control 
Division (EDCD) Ministry of Health and Population (MOHP) will organize contingency 
planning training in two additional districts with funds from WHO. WHO also supported 
Tribhuvan University (TU) Teaching Hospital to conduct Hospital Preparedness for 
Emergencies (HOPE) training course in Kathmandu, which aimed to prepare the hospital 
mass casualties plans in emergencies. Nepal Ambulance Services is conducting the 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Training with support Patan Academy of Health 
Science (PAHS), Stanford University and WHO to enhance the ambulance services in 
Nepal. 

WHO is planning to conduct a rapid assessment of health sector emergency 
preparedness and disaster response from September – December 2010. Nepal Health 
Research Council (NHRC) agreed to conduct the assessment for WHO and will share 
the recommendations at different level of MoHP for future planning and implementation. 
The overall objective of the assessment is to identify the level of health sector 
preparedness in responding to disasters.  

Dengue Updates  

An increased number of acute febrile illnesses were reported in Chitwan district since 
mid August 2010. A team from EDCD and WHO investigated the cases. A number of 
samples were collected that indicated the infection was due to multiple etiologies. The 
National Public Health Laboratory confirmed a presence of Influenza A H1N1 2009, 
Dengue Fever, Leptospirosis and Falciparum Malaria. Chitwan District Public Health 
Office and hospitals treated the cases. A similar outbreak occurred last year during the 
same period, however, an increased number of Dengue cases were detected in 2010. 
Based on this increasing number of cases, an entomological team was sent to Chitwan 
and confirmed the presence of vector of Dengue fever. EDCD and local health authority 
has been managing the increased number of cases of acute febrile illnesses in Chitwan 
and surrounding districts. 

Education 

The Education Cluster held a one day meeting on 28 September to review the Education 
Cluster Contingency Plan based on the IASC global guidance documents and the 
experiences of Cluster members, OCHA, District Disaster Relief Committee (DRRC) and 
National Centre for Earthquake Technology, Nepal.  The meeting discussed the 
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strengths and gaps in the contingency plan and determined how to address the gaps. A 
total of 21 participants actively took part in discussions.  

Three school buildings in Kailali district have been damaged by the monsoon floods.  
The communities purchased land to initiate safe classes. UNICEF Nepalgunj Office 
provided tents, tube wells, and three toilets including fences to protect the schools so 
regular classes could restart.  Save the Children (SC) is providing school construction 
technical support in 11 districts. 

Protection 

As a result of a major strategic review of the Protection Cluster in late July, which was 
complemented by discussions with the UN led Inter-Cluster Mission; the Protection 
Cluster produced a new strategy for the next 12 months, along with revised terms of 
reference and a complementary work plan. The new protection strategy will encompass 
a wider view of humanitarian protection in Nepal to give more prominence to the 
problems which Internally Displaced Populations (IDPs) face in the country, as well as 
assessing the protection issues affecting those populations in the Terai who face 
constant insecurity and seeking redress. This could include new efforts to introduce 
community protection mechanisms in the most vulnerable districts. The Protection 
Cluster will also endeavour to strengthen relations with other Clusters and longer term 
protection structures. The new strategy was a result of the deliberations of Government 
ministries, the National Human Rights Commission, UN agencies, international and local 
NGOs and the Red Cross Movement.  

Disaster Preparedness and Response 

The Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium (NRRC) including ADB, IFRC, UNDP, UNOCHA, 
World Bank and UNISDR was formed in May 2009 to support the Government of Nepal 
in developing a long-term Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan building on the 
anticipated new National Strategy for Disaster Risk Management (NSDRM). In addition, 
the Consortium initiated a multi-stakeholder participatory process with the Government 
of Nepal and civil society organizations to identify short to medium term disaster risk 
reduction priorities that are both urgent and viable over the coming three years. 

Based on Government priorities and discussions with stakeholder, NRRC members and 
Government identified five flagship areas for immediate disaster risk management 
interventions in Nepal: 

1. School and hospital safety  
2. Emergency preparedness and response capacity 
3. Flood management in the Koshi river basin 
4. Integrated community based disaster risk reduction/management 
5. Policy/Institutional support for disaster risk management 

OCHA-HSU is responsible to lead and coordinate Flagship # 2 on Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Capacity. A support mission for the first week of 
September met with key I/NGOs, Red Cross Movements and UN agencies to map out 
ongoing and planned activities in disaster preparedness at country level. An additional 
half day workshop was held with all potential stakeholders on 6 October to gain a 
common understanding of Flagship #2 targets and envisioned projects. 

A regional level workshop on disaster preparedness was organized by Regional 
Administration Office, Hetaunda and Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA) in collaboration 
with UN agencies and Association of International NGOs (AIN) for financial and technical 
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supports and Action Aid for its technical support on 25 and 26 September in Kathmandu. 
A total of 84 officials from 20 districts, key ministries participated in the workshop. The 
main objective of the workshop was to make aware of disaster preparedness, and 
encourage DRR mainstreaming into the development projects and to develop SOP for 
the regional authorities. The participants were mainly Government officials from 20 
districts, 12 Regional Offices, Ministry of Local Development (MoLD), National Planning 
Commission (NPC) and Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA).  

Get Airport Ready for Disaster (GARD) training was organized from 20-27 September by 
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal and Ministry of Home Affairs, 
with support from UNDP and DHL. The main objective of the training was to train the 
officials of Civil Aviation Authority and other relevant government agencies on Logistic 
Management during the large scale disaster and Assess the Surge Capacity of the 5 
(four regional and TIA) Airports with existing facilities. In addition to the government 
agencies important humanitarian agencies were also involved in the training to ensure 
understanding the humanitarian prospective and logistics management at the airport 
during the emergencies. The training was arranged in close coordination with UNCT 
specially the logistic cluster. The government is fully supportive to the outcome and 
suggestion of the assessment. This intervention should be integrated in the logistic 
cluster plan of action.  

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

The WASH Cluster organized met on 30 September and discussed the Inter Cluster 
Mission report and recommendations. Cluster members, UNICEF, OXFAM, IRD, Save 
the Children, NRCS and OCHA Emergency Response Fund (ERF) supported projects 
are working in approximately 225 VDCs of 18 districts on emergency WASH 
preventative campaign.  

Most of the agencies working in WASH sector completed district and VDC level 
orientation of key stakeholders and frontline workers and completed the baseline survey 
and findings were prepared. The (Central Emergency Response Fund) CERF proposal 
for WASH life saving interventions has been approved and UNICEF received 
US$ 330,000 and UN HABITAT received US$ 137,000. Discussions with five WASH 
implementing partners (Oxfam, Internal Relief and Development (IRD), Save the 
Children, NRCS, Luthren World Federation (LWF)) are underway on the implementation 
of the CERF projects. 

As part of hygiene promotion intervention, distribution and demonstration of soap, 
chlorine and Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS) is ongoing along with education on how to 
use the hygiene products correctly. Currently, approximately 4,320 volunteers are 
trained in emergency WASH practices. 

Emergency Shelter 

The second phase of Koshi Early Recovery Project supported by UNDP and UN 
HABITAT to construct 131 shelter units is ongoing, with upto 44 units completed by the 
end of September (total 148/235 houses) in Sunsari district. To date, 97 land titles were 
issued, with 84 families resettled at the site. This number will increase after the rains 
cease and following the Dashain holiday season. The project is now expected to be 
completed in early December. 

Complementary WASH activities are occurring with water supply and sanitation 
divisional office (WSSDO) coordinating the process, with 16 of the planned 47 hand-
pumps installed and 23 of the planned 235 latrine constructed. 
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OPERATIONAL SPACE 
Cadres of Samyukta Jatiya Mukti Morcha (SJMM) torched Bishnupaduka and 
Panchkanya VDC offices of Sunsari district on 20 September. The sub-health post and 
Bishnupaduka VDC office were located in the same building. The official documents, 
furniture, and medicines of Bishnupaduka VDC and Sub-health post worth NPR 5 million 
($684,983) were destroyed in the fire, according to Area Police Office, Dharan. There 
was no physical damage in Panchakanya VDC as locals doused the fire immediately. 
Earlier, SJMM had issued a death threat demanding the resignation of VDC secretary. 
The Sunsari in-charge of SJMM informed the local media that they torched the VDC 
offices demanding ethnicity-based state restructuring. The SJMM cadres had also left 
behind a pamphlet at the incident site threatening the VDC secretaries to resign from the 
post. Kirant Janawadi Workers’ Party (KJWP) had also issued a letter to Bishnupaduka 
VDC demanding NPR 300,000 ($4,109) as donation a couple of months ago. KJWP 
recently announced its working alliance with SJMM to carry out the party activities.   

On 27 September, some locals of local indigenous and ethnic groups in Dayaniya VDC 
of Morang padlocked the VDC office alleging that the VDC Secretary is involved in 
financial irregularities. They have demanded the transfer of the secretary.  

COORDINATION 
The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, allocated $2,000,031 to United Nations agencies in 
Nepal from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). The fund will be used for 
seven life-saving humanitarian projects throughout the country. Nepal has received 
US$ 21.6 million in allocations over the last four years since CERF was established in 
2006. 

The CERF allocation will support work in WASH in 11 flood prone districts and promote 
improved hygiene, to protect water sources and to undertake minor maintenance work to 
ensure communities have potable water. The fund will also be used to continue 
community based management of acute malnutrition for over 26,000 children in five 
remote western districts. In addition, the CERF grants will provide life saving 
reproductive health services through mobile outreach camps in four of the most remote 
districts of Nepal, and will support health services in seven Bhutanese refugee camps in 
eastern Nepal. The fund will also help providing essential medicine, response equipment, 
emergency health kits, diarrhoeal disease kits and other essential supplies in 10 districts 
and will equip rapid response teams to respond and provide basic health care.  

There were two operational level HCT meeting and several Cluster meetings to discuss 
on inter cluster mission report were held in Kathmandu in September. Field level 
coordination meetings were organized in Biratnagar and Nepalgunj through the UN Field 
Coordination Offices. Contact Group Meeting (CGM) for ER and CT, Thematic meeting, 
and BOGs group meetings organized by UNFCO, Biratnagar. New UN Field 
Coordination Offices were established in Dadeldhura and Bharatpur and staff 
recruitments and orientation are ongoing. 

UPCOMING EVENTS/ MEETINGS 

05-10-2010: Contact Group Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00 pm, UN Conference Room 

06-10-2010: ILO 169 Orientation Workshop, Nepalgunj 

08-10-2010: HCT Operational Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00pm, OCHA Conference Room 

11-10-2010: Do No Harm Orientation Workshop, 9:00am – 10:30am, Nepalgunj 
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12-10-2010: Central Terai Contact Group Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00pm, Rautahat  

13-10-2010: Donor Briefing on NRRC, 2:30pm – 4:00pm, UN Conference Room 

22-10-2010: United Nations Day celebration 

25-10-2010: Operational HCT, 10-30-12:00, OCHA Conference Room 

26-10-2010: Eastern Region Contact Group Meeting, 11:00am – 12:30pm, UNFCO 
Office, Biratnagar 

29-10-2010: HCT Principle Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00pm, OCHA Conference Room 

For more details, please visit Meeting schedules at UN Nepal Information Platform (NIP). 
http://www.un.org.np/WebCalendar/month.php 

INFORMATION PRODUCTS  

Recent Maps Available: 
RCHCO IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below 
and also available on the UN Nepal Information Platform (UN NIP-http://www.un.org.np) 

Nepal: Report of Security Incidents, 1-30, September, 2010  
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=725  

Nepal: Reports of Bandhs / Blockades - 1 -30, September, 2010 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=726  

Nepal: Flood and Landslide affected Area (22 June- 25 August, 2010)  
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=721  

Recent Reports Available: 

Some of the recent reports available on NIP are listed below. 
Investigating Allegations of Extra-Judicial Killings in the Terai (Summary of Concern)    
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=585  

Report on Blanket Tube Well Testing  
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=586  

Study on Seismic Vulnerability of Drinking Water Supply System in Kathmandu Valley  
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=587  

UNDAF Annual Report 2009 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=584  

Minimum Standards for Education in Emergencies, Chronic Crises and Early 
Reconstruction (A Nepali version)  
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=582  

 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO, and other partners, subject 
to availability of data. Although HSU RCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, occasional factual 
inaccuracies can occur. 

For inputs, questions or comments please contact: Rita Dhakal Jayasawal, National 
Coordination Officer, OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit (HSU), RCHCO, on ph. 9851072938, 
dhakal@un.org 

Office of the Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, UN House, Nepal  
Tel. +977 (1) 5523200 Ext. 1544 

Visit the Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np 


