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Bi-Monthly update, 13 January 2006 
 
REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Heavy rains continue to fall 
throughout much of southern 
Africa, exacerbating flooding in 
Mozambique and Malawi and 
affecting some 22,042 
households through damage to 
crops, houses or livestock. 
Heavy rains in parts of 
Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and South Africa have 
also caused localized flooding. 
National preparedness and 
response mechanisms are 
adequately attending to the 
needs of those affected, with 
support from UN and NGOs. In 
both Mozambique and Malawi, government officials maintain that the situation for 
now does not warrant declaration of a national emergency or require additional 
international assistance beyond that available in each country. It is clear however 
that the abundant rains and the saturation of soil across much of the region 
increase the likelihood of more serious flooding later in the season.  
 
Cholera outbreaks have been reported in a number of countries. To date, a total of 
1640 cases have been confirmed in Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
of which 23 have been fatal.  
 
WFP’s humanitarian caseload has grown in a number of countries for various 
reasons. In Zimbabwe the organization registered some 37,000 new beneficiaries 
in areas affected by operation Murambatsvina/Restore Order. In Malawi, WFP has 
scaled up its supplementary feeding programme to include some 100,000 
moderately malnourished children, pregnant and lactating women. In Namibia, 
WFP agreed to include 111,000 Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVCs) in its 
Regional Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation. The identification of nine new 
food insecure districts by the Vulnerability Assessment Committee in Zambia may 
further increase the organisation’s caseload.  
 
Repatriation of Angolan refugees from Namibia and Zambia has come to an end 
with the last assisted people leaving Zambia on 19 December.     
 
                                                      
1 RIACSO is a partnership comprising of regional offices of UN Agencies and key NGOs that are part of 
the Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC). RIACSO supports the UN Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, Mr. James Morris, in his mandate to raise awareness 
of the situation in the region and provide recommendations regarding the response.   
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A family trying to cross the flooded river  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Regional: Heavy rains 
caused flooding in several 
countries in the region. The 
situation as for now does 
not warrant additional 
international assistance. 
Cholera outbreaks have 
been reported in several 
countries. WFP’s caseload 
has expanded in several 
countries due to various 
reasons. Repatriation of 
Angolan refugees from 
Namibia and Zambia has 
ended in December.  
  
● Zimbabwe: Cholera 
outbreaks have been 
reported in several parts of 
the country. Heavy rains are 
exposing those still left in 
the open after operation 
Murambatsvina, while WFP 
registered some 37,000 
people displaced by the 
operation. IOM reported 
that it is expecting to open a 
reception centre at the 
Beitbridge border post 
between South Africa and 
Zimbabwe in February to 
assist Zimbabweans 
deported from South Africa.  
 
● Zambia: Zambia 
recorded the highest 
increase in cholera cases, 
almost all around the capital 
Lusaka. WFP announced it 
had to cut rations for 
refugees in Zambia, while 
IOM announced that its 
repatriation of Angolan 
refugees from Zambia had 
ended. WFP further 
announced that its regular 
programme for Zambia is 
also under funded.  
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COUNTRY SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 

  Zimbabwe: A cholera outbreak in Buhera and Chikomba, in south-eastern 
Zimbabwe, as well as in the Harare high density suburb of Glen View has affected 
181 people and claimed the lives of 14. Officials from the Ministry of Health suspect 
that in the south-eastern districts floodwater as a result of heavy rains 
contaminated unprotected drinking water. The outbreak in the city has been 
attributed to unsafe hygiene practices. The outbreaks started just before Christmas 
and are said to have been brought under control. 
 
The heavy rains are exposing some 20,000 people still in need of temporary 
shelter after having been affected by operation Murambatsvina/Restore Order. 
With the ongoing rains, the incidence of malaria is growing, and the population 
staying in the open is particularly at risk.  After HIV/AIDS, malaria is the biggest 
killer of under-five children in Zimbabwe. In some areas plastic sheeting has been 
provided to protect people from the current rains.  
 
The UN Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Jan Egeland, in his 
address to the Security Council on 19 December 2005, described the urban 
eviction campaign as “the worst possible action, at the worst possible time”. The 
UN has offered to construct 2,500 semi-permanent houses during the first phase of 
a more comprehensive shelter programme. A model house erected at Hopely 
Farm, just outside Harare was however criticized by the government as sub-
standard. The UN explained in a public statement that the model very closely 
reflected the technical specifications given by the government and was designed 
jointly by UN and Ministry of Local Government technicians.  
 
Meanwhile, WFP and cooperating partners conducted registration and verification 
exercises in Operation Murambatsvina-affected areas of Harare.  Despite heavy 
rains and heightened political sensitivity in the areas, they managed to register 
more than 37,000 urban residents and will provide more than 1,000 tons of food to 
them in January. In Victoria Falls, church groups reported that an estimated 15,000 
people affected by the clean up campaign require assistance, as compared to the 
earlier estimates of 1,500.   
 
Despite the good rains, prospects for a good harvest remain unfavourable due to 
limited availability of agricultural inputs and loss of livestock for draft power. WFP 
reported that in several parts of the country (Nyanga, Chipinge and Buhera in the 
east and Binga and Tsholotsho in the south-west) cattle have starved to death due 
to lack of adequate grazing pastures as a result of the earlier drought conditions. 
 
Finally, a total of 3 067 Zimbabweans were deported from South Africa during the 
festive season. In an effort to assist the growing number of deportees, IOM expects 
to open a Reception and Support Centre near the Beitbridge border post in 
February to provide the most vulnerable deportees, many of whom arrive in a poor 
condition and without means to reach their homes, with some initial humanitarian 
assistance, including food rations provided by WFP.  In 2005, almost 100,000 
Zimbabweans were deported from South Africa according to media quoting the SA 
Department of Home Affairs.  IOM is appealing to donors for more funding to 
support the new centre and its activities.  
 

 Zambia: A sharp increase in cholera cases has been reported in the last week 
of 2005 and the beginning of 2006 as a result of the heavy rains. Of the 1,144 
cases reported, at least six have been fatal. The outbreak has so far been 
concentrated in the high density areas around Lusaka and has been the result of 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Malawi: Malawi also 
recorded a cholera 
outbreak. The country 
further experienced 
extensive flooding and other 
weather related damage. A 
comprehensive nutritional 
survey shows alarming 
levels of malnutrition in 
some districts. The results 
of the tests on dead 
migratory birds (Swallows) 
from Malawi are negative 
for avian flu.     
  
● Mozambique: 
Mozambique also 
experienced flooding and a 
subsequent cholera 
outbreak. The situation has 
been brought under control 
but the country remains on 
high flood alert.  
 
● Madagascar: Assistance 
has reached those affected 
by the nutritional crisis in 
Vangaindrano district.  
 
● Swaziland: Swaziland 
received rainfall over the 
past week after an 
extensive dry spell. This is 
helping beans but it is 
uncertain if the maize crop 
in the Lowveld can be 
revived.  
 
● Comoros: The EU has 
announced a contribution to 
help clean up polluted water 
sources as a result of the 
volcano outbreak in 
December.  
 
● Namibia: Namibia has 
been experiencing floods 
around the capital 
Windhoek. The country is 
also on high flood alert for 
the vulnerable Caprivi strip. 
Formal repatriation of 
Angolan refugees has come 
to an end in December.  
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poor water and sanitation facilities. The government and UN partners are 
responding to the situation but the outbreak, so far, proves to be difficult to control.  
 
Faced with severe shortages of food and 
funding, WFP has been forced to reduce 
rations for refugees by 50% as of 1 
January 2006 to avoid a complete 
breakdown of the pipeline in March and 
April. The ration cuts have affected some 
82,000 people. Communities have been 
advised of the need for management of 
their food rations to avoid severe 
malnutrition, especially in children under 
five.  
 
IOM announced the end of their 
repatriation efforts for Angolan refugees, 
carried out under UNHCR’s lead, as at 19 December 2005.  This year’s operation 
assisted some 18,000 refugees. This was below the initial target of 30,000, mainly 
because beneficiaries did not sign up.  Currently some 24,000 Angolan refugees 
remain in camps in Zambia, but it is unlikely that there will be any large-scale 
organized repatriation in 2006.  Agencies remain prepared to assist repatriations at 
an ad-hoc basis for as long as funding allows. 
 
The WFP relief programme for Zambian vulnerable households affected by the 
drought also has a shortfall of some US$8.8 million. The Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (VAC) has now declared nine new districts as food insecure, taking the 
total number of drought affected districts to 36. Many Zambian households in food 
insecure districts are relying heavily on wild food in order to supplement their food 
needs.  In a bid to avert the worst, the Libyan government has given Zambia 
500,000 US dollars worth of maize. 
 
Meanwhile, WFP continues to experience slow arrival of food due to transport 
delays and congestion of transport routes. The organization is using all possible 
means of getting food into Zambia through alternative routes such as Beira, 
Durban and Dar es Salaam. WFP is also looking into using a fourth corridor 
through the port of Walvis Bay in Namibia.  
 

 Malawi: In the last week of December, a total of 115 suspected cholera cases 
have been reported, 85 in Blantyre alone. Since October 2005 the total number of 
suspected cases amounts to 418. Three people have died from the disease while a 
further seven cases are being investigated. The District Health Office in Blantyre is 
currently undertaking control activities.  
 
Parts of Malawi have experienced heavy rains and strong winds causing damage 
to houses, crops and livestock. The two districts of Chikwawa and Nsanje in the 
southern region are the worst affected, as the Lower Shire and Ruo River flooded. 
Families were forced to evacuate, but had time to take their belongings with them - 
including the WFP food rations which GOAL and other NGOs had distributed. Initial 
assessment figures from GOAL and WFP state that in Chikwawa district 551 
houses have been destroyed and a total of 13,778 households have been affected 
through damage to crops, livestock and property. Early estimates from Nsanje 
district speak of 25 houses destroyed and a total of 6,148 households affected. 
Some areas are still inaccessible. Government has begun distribution of plastic 
sheeting and other non-food relief items to affected households. UNICEF will be 
assisting with the provision of non food relief items through government and NGO's 

Angolan refugees in Zambia boarding 
the last repatriation flight on 10 
December 2005 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Angola: The UN 
Resident Coordinator states 
that the transition from relief 
to development is 
progressing well in Angola. 
He does warn that some 
areas require monitoring in 
2006.    
 
● IFRC: IFRC announced 
that it has put its regional 
disaster response teams on 
high alert in light of the flood 
warnings in the region.  
 
● Action Aid: Action Aid 
advocates for an 
addressing of the 
underlying causes in the 
region to avoid perpetual 
use of emergency 
mechanisms.  
 
● Care: CARE emphasizes 
a comprehensive response 
to the crisis in the region to 
tackle the triple threat. The 
organisation is involved in 
food assistance, agricultural 
input assistance, nutritional 
support and water and 
sanitation projects.     
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on the ground. WFP reported that around 80% of the affected people are already 
registered under their programmes.  Additional beneficiaries due to the floods will 
be registered shortly. There are also plans to preposition February rations (pipeline 
allowing) to avoid accessibility problems next month. USAID and EU have 
announced support to the flood affected households. 
 
Other weather related damage since mid-December includes the displacement of 
702 people in Nkhata Bay where strong winds and heavy rainfall caused damage 
to houses. The 116 affected households are presently staying with relatives or in 
churches and school buildings.  
 
Preliminary findings of a comprehensive nutritional survey, conducted in all districts 
in December, suggest Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) of above 10% in five 
districts (Phalombe, Machinga, Rumphi, Lilongwe, and Chikwawa) and eight 
districts with levels of acute malnutrition warranting alert (GAM between 5-9%). 
These are Dedza, Nsanje, Nkhotakota, Balaka, Ntcheu, Mulanje, Salima, and 
Karonga. The survey was carried out by the Ministry of Health (MoH) with technical 
and financial support from UNICEF, The National Statistical Office (NSO), 
University of Malawi and Action Against Hunger (AAH). Anticipating a worsening 
nutrition situation, WFP and UNICEF have scaled up their supplementary feeding 
programme to include some 100,000 moderately malnourished children and 
pregnant and lactating women.  
 
The multiple deaths of migratory birds in Ntchisi in mid-December have now been 
investigated. The results of the laboratory tests showed that their deaths were not 
associated with avian flu. The government of Malawi with technical and financial 
support from WHO is presently preparing an Avian Influenza Emergency 
Preparedness Plan, which deals with animal health, wild life, and human health. It 
includes activities such as risk assessment, disease surveillance and investigation, 
public awareness campaigns, procurement of pharmaceuticals and equipment, and 
strengthening of local technical capacity. 
 
The Malawi Flash appeal, running until March 2006, has so far received US$ 41 
million out of the US$ 73 million requested (56%).  
  

 Mozambique: Floods in the northeastern province of Nampula, the central 
province of Sofala and Inhambane province in the south killed at least 22 people 
and affected a further 2,000 people through damage to crops, livestock and 
property. Floodwater further contaminated potable water sources, causing a 
cholera outbreak in its wake. Officials reported some 200 confirmed cases across 
the country. In Beira alone, more than 100 cases were reported in the last two 
months. The government activated a five-month US $24 million contingency plan to 
deal with the after-effects of the flood and related health issues.  
 
River levels in Zambezia province, particularly on the Chiri River which also draws 
water from Malawi, are considerably above levels that are regarded as safe. While 
no significant flooding has occurred to date in this part of the country, authorities 
and NGOs are on high alert for a possible breach of rivers in the next few days and 
weeks, threatening to displace a significant population if flooding occurs. Save the 
Children (UK), in anticipation of this possible emergency, has pre-positioned some 
300 emergency kits, (consisting of blankets, cooking utensils, water storage 
containers, water purification tablets and other items each able to assist a family of 
5 people), in key locations in affected districts in Zambezia for rapid deployment if 
water levels continue to threaten. The organization is also assisting with transport 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
● Regional: Acute 
malnutrition is on the rise in 
a number of countries in the 
region. Without 
comprehensive multi-
sectoral programming the 
situation is likely to worsen. 
Meanwhile, DfID has 
substantially increased its 
assistance to the region. 
Agricultural preparations 
are in full swing and good 
rains have been received in 
most parts of the region. 
WFP announced substantial 
procurement figures in 
South Africa. Their main 
worry is currently on the 
logistical front. Measures 
have been put in place to 
address the situation.   
  
● Zimbabwe: The Under 
Secretary General for 
Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. 
Jan Egeland visited 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
from 3 to 7 December. In 
Zimbabwe he held 
discussions with the 
President of Zimbabwe, 
Ministers, civil society and 
UN representatives in 
country. He managed to 
agree on a number of 
issues with the President 
that should help to bring the 
humanitarian agenda 
forward. In South Africa Mr 
Egeland met with the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and discussed the 
humanitarian reform 
agenda.  
  
● Zambia: Reports on the 
humanitarian situation in 
Zambia are getting more 
worrisome. Assistance has 
been requested but any 
response now will inevitably 
be late. Nutrition surveys 
indicate an increase in 
acute malnutrition.   
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to ensure that information on the situation is current and timely, and to assist 
authorities in informing communities as to the impending danger. 
 
In the mean time, WFP reported the arrival of three vessels carrying rice from 
Algeria (7,500 tons) and Japan (5,250 tons) on 21 and 28 December 2005 
respectively. With this donation, WFP will be able to distribute food to the most 
vulnerable, including the elderly, pregnant women and HIV/AIDS affected people 
who have no other means of support.   
 

 Madagascar: In response to the nutritional crisis in the southern Vangaindrano 
district, WFP and other UN agencies, Government Ministries, and cooperating 
partners have mobilized relief activities in all 12 municipalities. Targeted 
distributions as of the end of December 2005 have reached over 7,000 households 
and 17,000 individuals. In the adjacent Manantenina District, WFP and cooperating 
partners distributed food to over 2,500 severely malnourished children, 1,000 
vulnerable beneficiaries and 7,000 participants in Food-for-Work activities.  
 
The EU announced a contribution to the relief operations in Vangaindrano district 
to the sum of Euro 500,000 (US$ 600,000) to assist some 150,000 people. The aid 
will include food, water and sanitation facilities, agricultural inputs and logistical 
support. 
 

 Swaziland: Contrary to surrounding countries, Swaziland’s lack of rainfall in the 
second half of December and early January affected farming activities, crop growth 
and livestock development, particularly in the Lowveld.  Rains started again 
nationwide in the second week of January. This has benefited beans. However, 
whether it has been sufficient to revive the withering maize crops in these areas is 
still uncertain. Sustained rainfall in the next two weeks will be absolutely critical in 
saving the crop. The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives will be doing rapid 
assessments by month end to ascertain the situation.  
 

 Comoros: The EU announced a contribution of Euro 600,000 (US$711,000) to 
help restore access to safe drinking water for the 175,000 people affected by 
debris from the volcanic eruptions. The emergency grant will be used for the 
cleaning and rehabilitation of village water tanks.  
 

 Namibia: Heavy rains flooded homes around Windhoek on 7 January, 
damaging property and displacing nearly 300 people. Assisted by the Namibia 
Defense Force, the fire brigade began sand-bagging houses in anticipation of more 
flooding. Affected people were evacuated and provided with temporary shelter. The 
Emergency Management Unit and the Namibian Red Cross have joined Windhoek 
Municipality in assisting the affected households with basic needs such as food, 
mattresses, blankets and toiletries. The Caprivi Strip was also affected by heavy 
rains which damaged houses in Choto informal settlement. Some 22 households 
have been temporally relocated by the local authorities.  
 
As in Zambia, repatriation of Angolan refugees was concluded on 13 December 
with the last air-lift of 25 refugees by IOM. In 2006, repatriation will be assisted 
individually through the respective embassies in Namibia. In accordance with the 
global MoU, UNHCR and WFP will continue assisting approximately 5750 
remaining refugees and asylum seekers residing in the camp. 
 
On 3 January 2006 WFP increased the budget for the regional PRRO to include 
111,000 Orphans and Vulnerable Children as of 1 January 2006 until 31 December 
2007. The Government of Namibia will also provide adequate management staff to 
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oversee the implementation of this intervention. The first three months of the 
operation (January-March 2006) will be used as a preparatory phase with physical 
food distributions taking place from April onwards. While PRRO 10310.0 ends on 
31 December, 2007, it is expected that the WFP intervention in Namibia will 
continue until end of March 2008, at which time the Government is expected to 
assume full financial responsibility. 
 
In anticipation of flooding in the Caprivi Strip, the Emergency Management Unit has 
activated its emergency preparedness plan. The government is further working 
closely together with UN agencies and the Red Cross to improve the inter-agency 
preparedness plan for floods.   
 

 Angola: In a humanitarian review of 2005, the Office of the Resident 
Coordinator in Angola concluded that despite some setbacks, transition from 
emergency to development has progressed very well. “In 2005, as the Government 
dramatically scaled up its reconstruction efforts and launched multiple investments 
it became clear that the transition to development was well under way”, the report 
concluded. “As the Government has assumed full responsibility for the delivery of 
social services nationwide, the UN system has concentrated its support in 
strengthening the Government’s capacity to deliver those services. By both 
accelerating and increasing the delivery of social services throughout the country, 
the Government will be able to further reduce lingering vulnerability and food 
insecurity. Although the task is arduous, the Government is showing continued 
commitment, as reflected in the fresh proposal for a substantial increase in the 
budgetary allocations to health and education for next year. This is a necessary 
step to address the challenges in these two sectors. In any country emerging from 
armed conflict, in Angola’s case 30 years of civil war which followed a decade-long 
struggle for independence, restoring social sectors is an utmost priority and 
instrumental to reconstruction, reintegration, and human development.”  
 
Despite enormous progress made in most areas of humanitarian concern, the 
report pointed out a number of areas that required monitoring in 2006. The first 
area of concern is the increased prevalence of HIV/AIDS, as indicated by 
preliminary findings from sentinel surveys (final figures are expected to be released 
later in 2006). The second area of concern is the state of the health system and its 
level of preparedness for situations such as the Marburg hemorrhagic fever and 
more recently of Polio. The third area of concern is continued food insecurity of 
close to a million people. The fourth area of concern remains the difficulty in 
accessing remote areas due to landmines. The fifth area of concern is protection 
and care of remaining IDPs, and the strategy for their full reintegration regardless 
of where they may have settled. In November 2005, the government of Angola 
revised the final number of remaining IDPs downward to 61,659 (from around 
90,000). Finally, the return of remaining refugees from neighbouring countries and 
their integration remains an area of humanitarian concern for 2006. Approximately 
360,000 refugees have returned to Angola since 2002, primarily from DRC, Zambia 
and Namibia.  
 
IASC PARTNERS SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 
IFRC puts regional disaster response teams on alert  
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent society in southern 
Africa has put its regional disaster response teams on alert following incessant 
rains in the region. “As a regional office of the Red Cross societies in southern 
Africa, we have put all disaster management teams in different countries on 
standby in preparation for an eventuality,” said Tamuka Chitemere, the 
Federation’s disaster management technical manager.  
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ActionAid advocates for appropriate and effective policies  
ActionAid charges that whilst the final trigger for the hunger facing the region has 
been lack of rain, the underlying causes are political and economic. This has led to 
extreme poverty and a consequent failure to cope with what has been a relatively 
"unexceptional" drought. ActionAid's Emergencies and Human Security Advisor for 
Southern Africa, Zvidzai Maburutse said: "The problem of food insecurity in 
Southern Africa is both transitory and chronic. It is attributable to extreme poverty, 
the massive impact of HIV/Aids, infertile soils and the high cost of seeds and 
fertilizers”. Yet despite increasing analysis and recognition of the underlying factors 
for hunger, a general perception persists that the current food crisis is caused by 
drought. "The prevailing situation is the result of a range of entangling crises. Risk 
has been driven upwards by silent but intensifying conditions of political, socio-
economic and environmental vulnerability underpinned by the HIV/Aids epidemic. 
Therefore, a modest external threat, such as an unexceptional drought, results in 
widespread suffering," said Zvidzai Maburutse.  
 
ActionAid's Head of Emergencies, Roger Yates, wants governments to 
acknowledge that the key to overcoming the food crisis lies in appropriate and 
effective policies. "Environmental shocks like drought bring collapse only to 
systems that are already weak owing to policies which fail to protect the poor, 
government level corruption, mismanagement and a total lack of accountability. 
There is nothing natural about this latest disaster to hit Southern Africa."  
 
CARE emphasizes comprehensive responses to tackle triple threat  
A new report by CARE has determined that the severe food crisis already 
threatening up to 12 million people in Southern Africa is very likely to get worse in 
years to come unless new urgent interventions are implemented. The underlying 
causes can best be described as a "Triple Threat" -- repeated poor harvests due to 
erratic rainfall; the growing impacts of the HIV/AIDS epidemic on the abilities of 
people to farm or engage in other productive activities; and, finally, the weakening 
capacity of governments in the region to respond. Food aid is needed, but food aid 
alone is insufficient. CARE emphasizes comprehensive responses, including short-
term food needs, as well as supporting the ability to grow food or earn money. 
CARE also addresses long-term causes of food insecurity and poverty.  
  
In Malawi CARE is providing food to about 300,000 people and is distributing 
seeds and fertilizer to 20,000 farmers. In Zimbabwe, the organization is distributing 
food to over a million people. Also, a model for community savings and loans that 
was pioneered by CARE has been extended throughout Zimbabwe to cover 50,000 
participants. In Zambia, CARE is delivering food to more than 300,000. In 
partnership with WFP, CARE is also reaching approximately 20,000 vulnerable 
children through a school feeding program. CARE is leading a consortium to 
support diversified agricultural production in drought-affected districts. This 
includes water harvesting and micro-irrigation, seed stock for drought-tolerant 
crops such as sorghum and cassava, and livestock. In Mozambique, CARE has 
various programs to improve water and sanitation. CARE is also implementing an 
integrated HIV/AIDS program in close collaboration with Provincial and district 
health authorities in five districts. Finally, in Lesotho, CARE is distributing about 
3,750 tones of food to 4,800 people in food-for-work activities in the Sequa River 
Valley. Over 8,000 people are benefiting from CARE projects to support 
homestead nutrition gardens that use water, soil and labour conserving practices 
that enable production of fruit and vegetables. Nutrition gardening also has been 
introduced in 21 primary and secondary schools to grow food for consumption by 
students and child-headed households.  

 
Contributions for the next 

RIACSO Bulletin: 
 

Inputs for the next Bulletin 
are due by  

Monday 23 January 2006 
 

Contributions can be sent 
to: 

waaijman@un.org 
tonglet@un.org 

 


