
S ome 500,000 people are currently food 
insecure in the areas of West Pokot, sout h-
ern Turkana, Baringo and the agro-

pastoral Marakwet        Districts says a report on 
short rains assessment carried out in the area in 
February. 

The teams comprising of Government 
of Kenya, United Nations and NGO officials, 
said though these areas are highly food insecure 
at the moment, favorable long-rains should miti-
gate losses by improving access to pasture, 
browse and water.  

To ease the situation, the teams recom-
mended immediate targeted food distributions 
through Food for Work projects for the worst 
affected households, selected through the Com-
munity Based Targeting Distribution system. 
Distribution started on March 31. The Baringo 
District Commissioner said the district had re-
ceived 7,000 bags of maize and 1,500 bags of 
beans, and that 50% of the consignment will be 
distributed freely without tying it to the food for 
work condition.  

 In addition, the teams recommended 
seeds for maize, beans, sorghum and millet, 
should be availed to the affected districts when 
the long-rains season begins. Also re-seeding of 
pastures will be necessary in East Baringo.  Pro-
vision of non-food interventions should be con-
sidered to mitigate the impacts of food insecurity 

in the affected areas. Construction of dams and 
water storage tanks especially in Baringo district 
and Soy division in Keiyo district was recom-
mended to facilitate irrigation. Parts of Baringo 
East were also reported to be in need of water 
tankering facilities.  

The teams recommended completion of 
reconstruction of damaged traditional furrows de-
stroyed by floods in Marakwet district. The recon-
struction will cost approximately Sh8 million (US
$100,000). Another strategy to stem food insecu-
rity, the team advised, was to restock of livestock 
as a long-term cushion against food insecurity as 
well as removal of livestock movement restriction 
and promotion of peace building activities.  

The situation in the affected areas needs 
to be closely monitored as a poor long-rains season 
may further compound the food security situation. 
In southern Turkana, West Pokot and eastern/
lowland areas of Baringo, there is a need for nutri-
tional surveys. If the long rains are erratic in these 
areas, the worst-case scenario is that all the af-
fected population will require substantial food as-
sistance. If this arises, there will be a need for a 
major scaling up of the current GoK/WFP food for 
work activities under the “Fund for Disaster Pre-
paredness” project or a fresh emergency operation. 

 In the worst-case scenario of drought 
during the next Long Rains, it will be necessary to 
establish an EMOP, for perhaps 500,000 people. 

K enya destroyed 1,000 small 
arms on March 17 to mark 

the first anniversary of the March 
2000 Nairobi Declaration on the 
Problem of the Proliferation of 
Illicit Small Arms and Light 
Weapons. Another 9,000 arms 
will be smelted before this May,. 

Though the country 
has some of the most stringent 
arms control laws that prohibit 
authorized civilian gun owner-
ship, proliferation of small arms 
continues to pose a serious secu-
rity threat. The guns mostly 
originate from the war-ravaged 
countries around Kenya.  Lax 
enforcement of laws and regula-
tions has contributed to the esca-
lation of violence due to unlim-
ited availability of small arms.   

Last November the 
Government disarmed home 

guards in Northern Kenya who 
had been allowed to carry weap-
ons to protect local communities. 
Though the arms are available in 
urban and rural areas, the pastoral 
communities in Northern Kenya 
have been more adversely af-
fected. AK-47, G-3, M-16, Uzis, 
and other similar semiautomatic 
rifles are easily available here. 

Most of these weapons 
come from war-torn Somalia,  
Sudan, Uganda, and Ethiopia.  In 
North-western Kenya, small arms 
acquisition by the Pokot, Karamo-
jong, Turkana and Sabiny 
(Pokatusa) has stoked ethnic vio-
lence, banditry, and destroyed 
property and livelihoods.   

Similarly, in Northeast-
ern Kenya, the plethora of light 
weapons has increasingly milita-
rised conflicts over livestock and 

pasture, adding a new layer of 
strife on clan and ethnic fis-
sures.  Inundated by these weap-
ons, these communities have 
experienced the decay of social 
cohesion, rural banditry, and 
criminality in socio-economic 
environments. already facing 
severe resource scarcity. 

Kenya destroys illicit Arms 
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Half a million Kenyans lack adequate food  



The Kenya Medical Research Institute (Kemri) has 
raised an alarm over the increasing prevalence of flu in 
the country. Kemri's Centre for Respiratory Disease 
Research Director said between 10% and 20% of pa-
tients visiting hospitals in Kenya suffer from flu (short 
form of influenza) with the most affected age group 
being between 26 and 35 years. 
                However, there is no national epidemiologi-
cal data available in the country over the flu situation. 

The rising rates of flu in the country could be 
attributed to cold weather, indoor life, crowded public 
transport and the speed of modern travel. The disease is 
usually confused with Malaria because the two have 
some common symptoms. The researcher called upon 
the Ministry of Health to urgently commission a na-
tional study on the same with a view to formulating 
control and prevention strategies. 

There are 70,000 new cases of Tuberculosis  
in Kenya every year. This was highlighted during the 
marking of the World Tuberculosis Day. The Director 
of Medical Services said the number was of concern. 
At least 6% of people diagnosed with TB infection die 
of the disease every year in Taita Taveta District. The 
death toll was high because most residents are not diag-
nosed early. 

Elsewhere, TB claimed 24 lives in Turkana 
District between March 2002 and this March, local 
MoH said. Turkana is ranked among the top 10 dis-
tricts with an infection rate of 19.4% . Reported cases 
of the disease were on the rise, a trend that was blamed 
on ignorance and illiteracy among area residents.  

And the number of TB cases in Nyanza Prov-
ince has been projected to rise to 18, 000 this year, up 
from 16,000 last year. Nyanza Provincial Medical Offi-
cer of Health said the province has the second highest 
rates of infection in the country after Nairobi 

In Central, over 60% of TB patients have 
tested positive for HIV/Aids. The Provincial TB and 
Leprosy Co-ordinator said at least 7,065 new TB cases 

were registered in the province last year. 
The Sh 13.5 billion from the Global 

Fund against Tuberculosis, Aids and Malaria 
(GFTAM) will be released to Kenya in a month's 
time. The Head of the National Aids Control 
Programme (Nascop) said.  

Anti-Aids campaign will receive the 
bulk of the money totalling Sh 9.594 billion 
while Sh 3.9 billion will be used in fighting ma-
laria and tuberculosis, two of the most prevalent 
diseases in the country. 
                The prevalence rate of Aids currently 
stands at about 10% while malaria is over 30% 
and TB 25%. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health, 
with support from World Health Organisation 
(WHO), conducted a workshop on feedback to 
districts on early warning system for malaria 
epidemics based on epidemiological data col-
lected from Nandi and Kisii districts between the 
10th and 13th March 2003. The output was that 
the epidemic thresholds were established using 
the data.  

This was timely since the Meteorologi-
cal department under the Ministry of Informa-
tion, Transport and Communication had about 
the same time given a weather forecast indicat-
ing that malaria was among the diseases likely to 
be exacerbated in the provinces of Nyanza and 
Western. These provinces are expected to re-
ceive normal to above normal rains. 

WHO has procured computers to sup-
port and strengthen the Ministry of Health Man-
agement Information Systems (HMIS). This will 
contribute to the timely data collection, analysis 
and reporting for disease surveillance including 
the early detection of emergencies thus ensuring 
prompt response. (Contact for more information  
Wanyanaj@whokenya.org)  

ment Project.  Subject to funding, 
the project will include the expan-
sion of the early warning system 
into 10 semi arid districts, bringing 
to 20 the number of districts cov-

A  Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation and World Bank 

team visited Nairobi for prepara-
tion of the likely continuation of 
the Arid Lands Resource Manage-

ered by the drought management 
system.  The project will last for 6 
years and will include World Bank 
(IDA) and Government of Kenya 
resources. 

Alarm over increase in reported Flu cases  

management of severe malnutri-
tion as well as promotion of 
CARE practices in emergency 
prone areas. 

Other aspects will in-
clude feedback consultations on 
CARE training; conducting of 
health and nutrition surveys; or-
ganization of child action days; 
and promotion of integrated man-
agement of childhood illnesses.  
                 Meanwhile a basic tool 
for surveys, designed with part-

ners, was used for the Mandera 
and Turkana surveys. Some bare 
minimum package for indicators 
was agreed on with partners and 
therefore not all questions in the 
lengthy tool were administered. 
Some of the questions touching on 
child caring practices that had 
been asked in the previous surveys 
were not repeated because the 
situation to had not changed over a 
period of six months since the last 
survey. 

U nited Nations Fund for Chil-
dren (UNICEF), the Govern-

ment and other partners have final-
ized an Emergency Nutrition 
Work plan for this year, a Health 
and Nutrition Coordination Meet-
ing was told. 
                The plan will be imple-
mented after the Government 
gives its consent on the compo-
nents. Activities will focus on co-
ordination of emergency nutri-
tional preparedness and response; 

Emergency nutrition workplan ready  

Fate of ALRMP to be decided  
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T he government has dispelled 
fears of a looming famine. 

Agriculture Minister said there 
was enough reserved food for any 
eventuality. More than three mil-
lion bags of maize were in strate-
gic reserves.  

As a result of high yields 
of grains in most parts of the coun-
try last year, there was enough 
food for most households, the min-
ister said, adding that isolated 
cases of hunger in Baringo and 
Samburu areas had been arrested.  

National food produc-
tion indicates a 50% fall in bean 
production and an almost normal 
maize production for the 
2002/2003 long and short rains 
seasons. Total maize supply is 
2.84 million MT weighed against 
an annual consumption require-
ment of 2.8 million MT while 
bean output is 117,000MT which 
is only 50% of the normal.  The 
national maize supply for this pro-
duction year is made up of carry 
over stocks of 450,000 MT, annual 
national output of 2.3 million MT 
and cross border inflows of 
90,000MT.   

Aggregate output of the 
2002/3 season maize crop is just 
over 12%  lower than the national 
average annual output of 2.63 mil-
lion MT.  In addition, the national 
supply is expected to last only up 
to the beginning of the 2003 long 
rains harvest.  A favourable sea-
son, and/or increased imports, will 
be necessary in order to avert un-
usual price increases as we move 
close to June. The National Cere-
als and Produce Board (NCPB) 
has in its stock 270,000 MT of 
maize, most of which is destined 
for the GoK’s strategic grain re-
serve and famine relief distribu-
tion. 

Planting has been de-
layed due to late onset of the long 
rains in the south-western areas of 
Nyanza, Western, and South Rift 
provinces The long rains season 
typically begins in early February 
came late.  Land preparation has 
also begun in parts of the North 
Rift and Coast provinces, and in 
parts of Central and Eastern Prov-
inces.  

Concurrently, the short 
rains maize harvest is nearly com-

plete in Central and Eastern Prov-
inces. Even though the short rains 
season was delayed in these areas, 
farmers have been able to make up 
time with the harvest because high 
daily temperatures have acceler-
ated the drying process considera-
bly, enabling timely land prepara-
tion and planting. 

MoALD’s preliminary 
long rains projections suggest a 
2003 harvest of 2.16 million MT 
from 1.2 million hectares and 
225,000 MT of beans from 
440,000 hectares.  These projec-
tions have factored in the long 
rains forecast, improved producer 
prices, increased input purchases 
by farmers, generally good land 
preparation as well as the potential 
yield losses that may arise from 
the delayed start of the season in 
the south-western districts.  Ex-
pected maize output is closely 
consistent with the long-term aver-
age of 2.18 million MT, while 
expected bean output is close to 
15%  lower than normal. (For 
more information email nmu-
tunga@fews.net)  

Govt moves to reassure Kenyans on food 

tral and north-eastern Sudan as 
well as northern Uganda. 

Some parts of the coun-
try are also likely to experience 
drought due to inadequate rainfall 
during March to May this year.  

The countries that form 
the Greater Horn of Africa sub-
region were warned to brace for 
drought at the conclusion of the 
Eleventh Greater Horn of Africa 
Climate Outlook Forum.  

Drought Monitoring 
Centre-Nairobi (DMCN) Project 
Co-ordinator asked governments 
in the sub-region to take measures 
to safeguard their populations 
against adverse effects of the 
drought.  

The announcement was 
made at the conclusion of a four-
day Greater Horn of African Cli-
mate Outlook Forum held in En-

tebbe, Uganda, which was called 
to formulate consensus guidance 
for the March to May rainfall sea-
son. 

The situation was attrib-
uted to the effects of the "decaying 
El Niño," weather phenomenon. 
Mid-last year, climate scientists 
during the tenth Climate Outlook 
Forum announced that the region 
would experience the effects of a 
"weak to moderate El Niño."  

                 Cooling of temperatures 
over the Indian Ocean coupled 
with the formation of conditions 
favourable for the development of 
tropical cyclones in southern part 
of the Indian Ocean could deny the 
region the much-needed moisture 
which falls in form of rain. 

Cyclones developing in 
the south, off the coast of Mozam-
b i q u e ,  s u c k  u p  m o i s t                   
that could be deposited in the sub-
region and instead falls as rain in 
the southern parts of Africa. 

M uch of Kenya falls within 
an area expected to receive 

near to below normal rainfall in 
the March to May long rains sea-
son this year, Drought Monitoring 
Centre-Nairobi has indicated. 
                Other areas expected to 
share Kenya’s prediction are cen-
tral and southern Eritrea, north-
western and southern Ethiopia, 
and northern and southwestern 
Somalia, much of Uganda, north-
eastern and extreme northwestern 
Tanzania and eastern Rwanda. 

Warmer than average 
maximum temperatures were pre-
dominant over the sub-region in 
February and March. Much of the 
sub-region experienced maximum 
temperatures that surpassed the 
average by at most 2°C. Maximum 
temperatures, which exceeded the 
average by 2°C occurred over 
much of Ethiopia, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, western Tanzania and local-
ized areas over southern and east-
ern Tanzania, central Kenya, cen-

No respite for ASAL areas, weather experts say  

Page 3 March 2003 

 

FOOD  
SECURITY 

warmer  

drought 

horn 

deny 

Warmer than aver-
age maximum tem-

peratures were pre-
dominant over the 

sub-region in Febru-
ary and March 

WEATHER 



L ivestock raids and cumulative 
effects of multiple poor sea-

sons have adversely affected food 
security for the arid and semi-arid 
areas of the country. 

Pastoralists have lost 
significant numbers of cattle dur-
ing the past few months and are, at 
the same time, less able to access 
dry season grazing areas and mar-
kets for the remaining livestock 
due to prevailing insecurity.  A 
significant proportion of agro-
pastoral households in Marakwet 
District abandoned their farms 
after raids intensified toward the 
last quarter of 2002 and are now 
faced with empty granaries cou-
pled with limited purchasing ca-
pacities, having lost their livestock 
to raids. 

In West Pokot, the 
northern, and central divisions, 
which are predominantly pastoral, 
make up 45% of the district:  the 
southwest which comprises 30%  
of the district, is a cropping zone; 
and the south east, an agro-
pastoral zone, makes up the re-
maining 25% of the district. Poor 
rains plagued the northern and 
central pastoral areas throughout 
2002, and as a result, pasture, 
browse and water were all severely 

depleted.  Although the majority 
of the livestock had reportedly 
migrated to Uganda, the assess-
ment team classified the food se-
curity status of sedentary house-
hold members, particularly in 
Alale, Sigor and Kasei Divisions, 
as “Alarm”. The main concern for 
these remaining pastoralists is that 
their purchasing capacities have 
been severely eroded by the re-
duced value of livestock, while 
food prices are increasing.  

A similar situation was 
reported in the eastern and sout h-
ern pastoral areas of Baringo, 
which borders West Pokot.  A pas-
toral livelihood zone, situated to 
the east and south makes up 70% 
of Baringo District while the re-
maining 20% is an agro-pastoral 
area situated to the west.   10% of 
the district, mainly in the high-
lands, constitutes a smallholder 
mixed farming zone.  

Throughout 2002, rain-
fall was poor in Baringo, and the 
adverse impacts of the drought 
were worsened significantly by 
persistent livestock losses to raid-
ing.  In addition, a significant 
number of pastoralists in Baringo 
lost their livestock during the 
drought that extended from 1999 

to present.  The food security 
status in the east and south is pres-
ently classified as Alarm. 

Lokori, the predomi-
nantly pastoral southern division 
of Turkana, is similar to Marakwet 
District in that livestock raiding 
has been rife through the second 
half of 2002.  Although rainfall as 
been fair, livestock production has 
been limited substantially by live-
stock raids.  

In particular, pasture, 
water resources and markets have 
been rendered inaccessible during 
most of the latter part  of 2002.   In 
addition to livestock losses 
through raids, pastoralists lost ac-
cess to some of their livestock 
during the extended drought in 
West Pokot, when livestock were 
taken to Uganda, due to the cooler 
climate. 
                The assessment teams 
concluded that, although the pas-
toral areas of West Pokot, southern 
Turkana, Baringo and the agro-
pastoral Marakwet districts were 
highly food insecure, favourable 
long-rains should mitigate losses 
by improving access to pasture, 
browse and water.   

maize and 700 bags of beans each 
month which does deserve all their 
food needs. 

This conflict between 
wildlife and people has affected 
learning raising fears that some 
primary schools may close early.
                The civic leaders say the 
animals came from Tsavo East Na-
tional Park in search of food and 
waterThey  destroyed crops in 

T he food security for more than 
10,000 people is threatened in 

Kilifi District (Coast Province) af-
ter the destruction of their food 
crops by elephants and buffaloes. 
                The crops were destroyed 
in Bamba, Ndigiria and Mitangani 
locations in Bamba Division and 
Matsangona and Roka locations in 
Bahari Division.  
                The area is semi-arid and 
has been receiving food assistance 
since July 2002. The Government 
has been proving 2,000 bags of 

more than 20 farms.  
The Kenya Wildlife Ser-

vice has been requested to drive 
away the animals.  

Newspaper reports had 
indicated that about 20,000 people 
could face starvation but the pro-
vincial administration revised the 
figure to 10,000 saying the earlier 
figure represented the entire pop u-
lation yet the elephants had only 
attacked a part of the district. (DN: 
March 31 and Kilifi DO1) 

Cattle rustling a bane for pastoralists 

M arsabit, Garissa and Ijara dis-
tricts, and discussions are under-
way in Wajir.  

In Turkana and Mandera, 
budgets have been finalized and 
food commitments to the districts 
have been made.   

The training of food 
monitors in the two districts was 
carried out at the end of February 

and community mobilization, 
identification of projects and proc-
essing, of the project proposals is 
underway.   

These proposals are ex-
pected by mid-March.  In Mar-
sabit, Garissa and Ijara budgets are 
being prepared and proposals from 
the districts are expected early this 
month. 

F ood for Work and Food for 
Assets activities under the 

World Food programme/ GoK Dis-
aster Preparedness Fund have begun 
in Isiolo District.  Eighteen projects, 
mainly focus on irrigation, have 
been approved, twelve of which are 
currently active. 

Activities have also been 
launched in Turkana, Mandera, 

Food for work programmes kick off smoothly 

Food insecurity after wildlife destroy crops 

HUMAN/ANIMAL 
CONFLICT 
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A ll arid and semi arid lands
(ASAL) districts in Kenya 

will benefit from a project in 
which all water resources will be 
mapped to provide a reliable data-
base.   
                So far four districts 
Moyale, Mandera, Wajir, Marsabit 
and one division of Isiolo have 
been mapped. This year, Oxfam 
Quebec will be mapping Garissa 
with funding from the United Na-
tions Fund for Children (UNICEF) 
Kenya Country Office. 

Under the second phase 
of the Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) mapping project, 
which is funded by ECHO, dis-
tricts affected by subsequent 
droughts will be selected to par-
ticipate in a capacity-building 
component.  

The main objective of 
the mapping is to establish data-
bases of water sources and related 
socio-economic data to be based 
in the districts for development of 
sustainable livelihoods. Reliable 
and up to date information on 
water resources is key to planning 
water resource development ac-
tivities.  

This is particularly im-
portant in Kenya because of con-
siderable climatic and geographic 
diversity. In addition, government 
resources are stretched and cross 
border migration of humans and 
livestock is frequent.  
                 The mapping exercise 
started in 2001, with funding 

from ECHO, Oxfam-Quebec 
teamed up with Rural Focus Lim-
ited to undertake a survey and 
mapping of water sources in Man-
dera district using GIS technology   

A subsequent phase of 
the exercise will be to train the 
District stakeholders to use the 
GIS to develop strategic plans and 

to establish the GIS as part of a 
district based national Water, En-
vironment and Sanitation (WES) 
data information system. 

 In addition to providing 
an up-to-date database on water 
sources, the GIS allows users to 
produce maps that can overlay 
relevant information such as water 
sources, water demand throughout 
the seasons and state of pasture. 

 These maps provide a 
simple but powerful tool to inter-
pret data and make informed deci-
sions. For example, past experi-
ence has shown that political pres-
sures can influence the selection of 
locations for water development 
projects. GIS maps now provide 
an objective tool around which it 
is possible to build an informed 
consensus among the various 
stakeholders involved in decision-
making.  

Meanwhile a UN Hu-
man Settlements Programme said 
Nairobi loses about 50% of treated 
and piped water daily through 
leakages and illegal connections. 

 The current production 
capacity is 524,700 cubic metres 
per day and nearly 200,000 cubic 
metres of this is lost daily. The 
wastage meant there was insuffi-
cient water for the nearly 2.5 mil-
lion city residents.  

The Minister for Water 
Resources warned that most Ken-
yan river water is poisonous be-
cause hazardous chemicals by hor-
ticultural farmers and industries 
are being drained directly into it. 

                Most of the water was 
unsafe for consumption and was to 
blame for the upsurge of water-
borne and skin diseases that are 
rampant in the country, the Minis-
ter said.  
                She singled out coffee 

factories and horticultural firms of 
poisoning the water by directly emit-
ting hazardous waste into the rivers.
                 The Minister for Water has 
commenced implementation of Wa-
ter Act 2002. The Minister has ga-
zetted: (a) the Water Services Regu-
latory Board, (b) the Nairobi Water 
Services Board, and, (c) the Water 
Services Trust Fund (The Kenya 
Gazette of 21st March, 2003). The 
Minister has also appointed private 
and public sector board members to 
serve on these institutions: 

    The implementation of the 
Act will result in  an overhaul of the 
entire water sector. It guarantees 
access to portable water to all citi-
zens at all times in all corners of the 
country and apportions responsibili-
ties to various organs who are ex-
pected to oversee achievement of the 
set out goals.  The new law is the 
culmination of water sector reforms 
that have been in the pipeline for 
some time. 

In the new law, the manage-
ment of water resources providers is 
separated from that of the water sup-
ply and sewerage services.  

This is to be achieved 
through the Water Resources Au-
thority with Catchments Offices on 
one hand and the establishment of 
the Water Services Regulatory 
Board with Water Services Boards 
based on the catchments boundaries. 

The establishment of Catch-
ments Offices and the Water Ser-
vices Boards for the issuance of Wa-
ter Permits and licences will decen-
tralise decision-making and reduce 
the long periods the applicants have 
to wait under the old set-up. 

The Water Service Boards, 
with delineated areas of supply, will 
facilitate supply of water to all parts 
of the country through the newly 
created Water Service providers.  

were degazetted by the commis-
sioner of Police  following the 
NARC government's decision to 
open the Nyayo House basement 
cells to the public and turn them 
into a national monument of shame. 

The Nyati House cells 
may not be opened to the public as 
the offices are still used by the Na-
tional Security Intelligence Service 

T he Government has de-
gazetted cells in Nyayo 

House and Nyati House as po-
lice stations therefore making it 
illegal to hold suspects in those 
two buildings.  
                 The two were used by 
the previous administration to 
harass people considered to op-
pose the Government. They 

[NSIS]. The NSIS HQ shifted to Ru-
araka but some of the officers remain 
at Nyati House in central Nairobi.  

The closure of the Nyati 
House police station lends credence 
to the claims that some political de-
tainees were tortured in chambers 
within the building. Both police sta-
tions have been in disuse since the 
early 1990s. 

Water resources mapping for ASAL districts 

Two police stations degazetted 
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F ive people were killed in an ambush by bandits 
in Isiolo District. Those killed were in a Land 

Rover belonging to a former Isiolo North MP. His 
son and  two policemen were among those killed.  

Witnesses said the vehicle, which was 
travelling from Merti Division, was ambushed on 
the Archers Post-Isiolo Town Road. The matter was 
reported some 12 hours after the incident. 

On March 2,   six  armed  bandits  at-
tacked a vehicle belonging to a religious organiza-
tion nearly six kilometres from Lokichoggio Town. 
The vehicle with ten passengers on board, was 
heading to the town from Nadapal. During the at-
tack, a Sudanese national belonging to a militia  
escorting the vehicle was shot dead by the bandits 
and his firearm taken away. Two Italian nationals, 
both priests  belonging  to the organization, sus-
tained fractures of the arm and leg  respectively. All 
the victims were treated at the local ICRC medical 
facility.  

In an unrelated incident, two people were 
killed by bandits in Marsabit District. Area MP 
asked the Government to investigate the killing of a 
businessman and a farmer on March 6, saying such 
incidents were evidence of the prevailing insecurity 
in the area. 

The Mungiki security menace seems to 
have been brought under control after the arrest of 
its spiritual leader a Mr Kimunya who is also the 
father of Mungiki chairman Mr Njenga Maina. The 
Government is still maintaining the hunt for the 
outlawed sect's coordinator Ndura Waruinge.  

New figures released by the Government 
show that more than 700 Mungiki followers made 
use of an amnesty offered by the Government and 
surrendered. Internal Security Minister said those 
who gave themselves up to the police had been 
bonded to keep the peace and were linked with so-
cial welfare organisations, and NGOs to assist in 
their rehabilitation and subsequent reintegration into 
the community. The Minister said the strategy 
worked very well and Mungiki activities had been 
largely suppressed. 

Last month, the sect killed two policemen 
in the sprawling Dandora Estate in Nairobi, in an 
alleged retaliation after three members of the out-
lawed sect had earlier died in battle with the police.  

The fighting was triggered by what 
Mungiki thought was police support for a rival mili-
tia attempting to take over the Dandora route, which 
is one of the most lucrative commuter taxi (matatu) 
routes in the city.  

Mungiki, the minister said, came about 
during the infamous tribal clashes in 1992.  

It was a kind of community militia where the Kiku-
yus were trying to protect themselves from perceived 
persecution by other communities. 

Competition for scarce pasture and water 
resources is causing conflict between Pokot herdsmen 
and residents of Baringo where they have moved 
their livestock due to the biting drought. This has led 
Marakwet leaders to ask the Government to remove 
the hundreds of armed Pokot herdsmen from Baringo 
district. Marakwet County Council chairman said the 
herdsmen, carrying dangerous illegal weapons as they 
crossed into Marakwet, were a threat to security in 
the area.  The Marakwets said they never allowed the 
Pokots to graze on their lands. The civic leader called 
for the Pokots to be disarmed in order for peace to 
prevail.  

In order to improve security in the country, 
the Government has embarked on reforms that will 
see 7,600 police officers recruited and the creation of 
metropolitan police departments in Nairobi and 
Mombasa. The reforms will also affect the regular 
police, General Service Unit, Criminal Investigations 
Department and Administration Police. 

The recommendations are contained in a 
report for the Public Safety Law and order (SWG) 
sector on Medium Term Expenditure Framework 
2003/2004-2005/2006. The Government is also to 
recruit 1,750 prison officers and 1,500 street youths 
to the National Youth Service.  In addition, 37 para-
legal staff will be hired to strengthen the operations 
of the Judiciary and 12 legal officers will also be re-
cruited for the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs.  

It is estimated that the reforms will cost 
Sh2.1 billion. Anti-terrorism measures will cost a 
further Sh450 million, security equipment and vehi-
cles Sh3 billion, police training and re-training, 
Sh627 million, according to recurrent and develop-
ment estimates in the Office of the President.  

Training and retraining in the Provincial 
Administration needs Sh18 million, the Anti-
Corruption Police Unit (Sh287 million) and the tour-
ist police unit, Sh246 million. 

Across the border in Uganda, seventeen 
Karamajong and Kenyan Pokot cattle raiders have 
been killed in a series of battles with home guards in 
Kapchorwa District [northern Uganda]. 

Deputy district internal security officer 
Kapchorwa said 50 heads of cattle were recovered 
during the weeklong clashes. He attributed the suc-
cessful operation to the recent arming of the home 
guards following rampant cattle raids by the warriors. 

A  meeting between international NGOs and the Kenya Revenue Authority commissioner General will 
take place on 3rd April at 10.00 office. The purpose is to come up with a tax policy and also lobby the 

Government to drop back dated tax claims. 

Insecurity persists in marginal lands  

INGOs lobby for a tax policy 
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F ree education has attracted 
1.5 million new pupils 

stretching facilities and personnel 
in most government managed pri-
mary schools. It is estimated that 
the education will cost  Sh7.9 bil-
lion this financial year. A further 
Sh10.5 billion will be needed in 
the next financial year that starts in 
July. 

A report launched by the 
Education Minister said a total of 
Sh5.5 billion is to be spent on cur-
riculum development by June. 
Another Sh413 million will go to 
the curriculum for children with 
special needs.   

More teachers will be 
employed to ensure the pro-
gramme took off smoothly.  
The Kenya National Union of 
Teachers estimates there are 
60,000 less teachers in govern-
ment schools all over the country. 

According to the report, 
disadvantaged children will re-
quire Sh1.2 billion by June, rising 
to Sh1.5 billion in the next finan-
cial year.  Some schools have 
adopted multi-shift to cater for the 
additional students. To cope with 
demand, classes should be in-
creased from 40 to 50 pupils. The 
textbook to pupil ratio is proposed 

at 1:3 in lower primary and 1:2 in 
upper primary school. 

Fundraising has been initi-
ated locally and through international 
organisations. The government has 
already released Sh519 million to 
schools as a stopgap measure for the 
programme started in January.  

Meanwhile, the UK will 
provide an additional 1.2bn shillings 
(about 16m dollars) for education 
sector in Kenya. The extra support 
was meant to assist the free universal 
primary education policy. The fund-
ing will go towards the purchase of 
textbooks and other basic learning 
materials for all 18,000 state primary 
schools.  

Some 53 primary schools 
operating in gazetted forests in 
Marakwet District are to be closed 
down in the on-going crusade against 
forest destruction. The schools have 
also been ordered to stop any further 
encroachment, cultivation or clearing 
of vegetation around the institutions. 

A number of dispensaries, 
shopping centres and churches ille-
gally constructed in the forests with-
out following the procedure on For-
est Act shall be pulled down too 

The United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) has pledged 
US$ 106,500 in support of non-

formal education for street chil-
dren and adolescents in Nairobi. 
The UNICEF Country Director 
said part of the money, approxi-
mately Sh8.3 million, will go into 
the establishment of broad-based 
working groups of stakeholders 
and assisting street children and 
children with disabilities in free 
primary education. Another US$ 
7,500 will go towards community 
surveillance and advocacy groups 
in Nairobi.  

The Fund came to the 
Government’s rescue because 
since the policy of free education 
was announced by the Govern-
ment, the country has been wit-
nessing unprecedented demand for 
enrolment due to large eligible 
population of children and adoles-
cents previously excluded. 

UNICEF has provided 
materials and training in setting up 
cost-effective stimulating class-
rooms and teaching methods. 

However, the country 
lacks an explicit and coherent pol-
icy on non-formal education for 
out of school children, resulting in 
capacity gaps, ambiguity in objec-
tives and absence of regulatory 
roles, UNICEF boss observed. 

Ugandan Authorities in 
Nakaloke-Mbale received the re-
turnees who departed Nairobi  last 
Sunday. Those present to witness 
their arrival included officers 
from: office of the Chairman of 
the Local Council, the Resident 
District Commissioner, Religious 

leaders, Regional Police Com-
mander, District Police Com-
mander, “GIVE ME A 
CHANCE” (Local NGO) and 
Uganda Amnesty Commission. 
                The Chief of Mission 
IOM Uganda Mr. John Walburn 
was also present. From Kenya, the 
returnees were accompanied by 
officers from IOM  Nairobi, UN 
Disaster Prevention and Manage-
ment Coordination Unit, Uganda 
High Commission  and OP / Immi-

T he first batch of Ugandan 
ex-combatants living in 

Kenya were repratriated on March 
30th. The exercise was carried out 
by the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) in collabora-
tion with Kenyan and Ugandan 
government authorities and in co-
ordination with the UN Resi-
dent Coordinator’s Office.  

The first group had  
47 individuals,  36 adults with  
11 dependants. Four  dependants 
did not show up at the Uhuru Park 
for travel; whilst a mother lost  her 
3-year-old child three days to the 
departing day, thus bringing a total 
of those who left on Sunday to 47  
instead of the expected  52.  

During the screening 
exercise, a total of 930 people 
turned up. Of these, only 236 plus 
129 dependants qualified as genu-
ine ex LRA combatants. The rest 
were mostly economic migrants. 

gration Department.  
A local NGO, Give Me a 

Chance (GMAC), working with 
and on behalf of the Uganda Am-
nesty Commission, will counsel 
the  returnees and their dependants 
as well as assist in their rehabilita-
tion and resettlement.  

   The returnees who 
need training in some economic 
activity are also to be helped by 
the Amnesty Commission and 

GMAC to undertake such skills 
training in efforts to make them 
useful to the society. The returnees 
also received an Amnesty certifi-
cate and other economic/domestic 
items to facilitate their reintegra-
tion process.  

The date of return for 
the next batch is to be established 
shortly by IOM in coordination 
with relevant implementing part-
ners and government authorities.  

 

Kenya outlines free education budget 

First batch of ex-LRA return to Uganda 

Page 7 March 2003 

 
The returnees who 

need training in 
some economic 

activity are also to 
be helped by the 

Amnesty 
Commission and 

Give Me a Chance  
to undertake such 
skills training in 

efforts to make 
them useful to the 

society.  

Ex-COMBATANTS 

EDUCATION 

During the screening exercise, a total of 
930 people turned up.  



The purpose of the UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-ordination Unit  (DPMCU) is to enhance, support, and service a 
coordinated and coherent response amongst all partners to any kind of emergency situation, natural or man made (disasters or 

conflicts) in Kenya; improve the early warning mechanisms and information management systems; participate in regular monitor-
ing of vulnerability and strengthen preparedness and response capacities amongst all partners. It also facilitates mobilisation of 

national and international resources.  

CONTRIBUTORS: UNICEF (K), KFSM, KFSSG, Health and Nutrition Coordination Committee, WESCOORD, 
WFP (K), DMC, FEWSNET, UNHCR, ALRMP, FAO, IRIN, RC (Kenya), AAH-K, WV, OXFAM-Q, OXFAM-GB ,

Merlin,  IOM, UNHCR,UN Security Update, Daily Nation and East African Standard newspapers  

The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. To subscribe and con-
tribute to this report please contact UNDPMCU  
email: lilian.nduta@undp.org or Tel: 624397 

To access this publication on the internet,  just key in www.reliefweb.com, choose by country button. It will lead you to Kenya, 
click on the Kenya button to access  your copy of the Kenya Humanitarian Update. 

How to access the Kenya Humanitarian Update on the web 

UN Days 
07 April : World Health Day; 25 April : Africa Malaria Day; 
26 April :  World Intellectual Property Day 03 May  :    World 
Press Freedom Day; 22 May  : International Day for Biological 
Diversity 29 May :  International Day of  the UN Peacekeepers 
Health and Nutrition: April 14, UNICEF KCO 
KFSSG: April 16,  at KICC 
KFSM: April 18, at KICC 
WESCOORD: Annual work planning workshop  on 9th April. 
Mapping and database planning session on 27th April, 2003 by 
Oxfam-Q 
SANITATION: April 8th to 11th, Wajir Town  
Disaster Management/Capacity Building training: Nyeri  April 
22-24 

Upcoming Events 

F ollowing recent donations from the United States, Japan and 
Germany, food requirements for the refugees operation in 

Kenya are expected to be covered until 30 September 2003, 
when the current PRRO (Protracted Relief and Rehabilitation 
Operation) expires. 
                Given the prevailing political and military circum-
stances in the countries of origin of most refugees - Sudan and 
Somalia - it is expected that most refugees will remain in Kenya 
well beyond that date. Furthermore, no changes are expected in 
the current living conditions of the refugees, who are confined to 
camps in rather remote and infertile areas of the country. Conse-
quently, the 200,000 refugees currently in Kenya will continue to 
depend on food assistance for their survival.  

A new PRRO is expected to be put in place to allow 
WFP to continue providing life saving food aid to the refugees 
from October 2003 onwards. To avoid a funding crisis similar to 
the one experienced in recent months and which forced WFP to 
reduce significantly the amount of food provided to refugees, the 
agency is appealing to the donor community to maintain their 
assistance to the  programme and cover food requirements from 
October 2003 onwards. 
                WFP has received the following donations:  United 
States: Bureau for Populations, Refugees and Migrations -US$ 
 3.3 million ; USAid - 4,800 tonnes of food; Government of 
Japan - US$1.4 million and Germany - US$1.1 million  

R efugees the Kakuma camp in Kenya have been issued 
with identity cards (Alien certificate). This is the first 

time that such an exercise has been done. The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the issuance 
of IDs is used as part of validation of refugee population in a 
country. The ID is important in facilitating access to assistance 
and services in implementing a range of civil rights for the 
refugees. 

A team of UNHCR and GoK (National Registration 
Bureau, Immigration Department, Ministry of Home Affairs/
National Refugee Secretariat, Office of the President) officials 
issued the cards at the Kakuma Refugee camp. At the end of 
the exercise, 21,256 refugee identity cards had been distrib-
uted. Out of the remaining cards, around 12,000 belonged to 
persons who were deceased, repatriated, or resettled.   Around 
6,000 belonged to persons who were not present at the camp 
(although they are registered at the camp). The government had 
printed 40,226 cards in December 2002 in readiness for the 
exercise.  

Only those aged above 18 and who were registered in 
the camps between 2000 and 2002 were considered.  People 
identified as recyclers and those found to have a Kenya identity 
card were not issued the new documents. Plans are underway 
to conduct a similar exercise in Dadaab Refugee Camp later. 

The information gathered during the exercise could 
also be used for planning and implementing refugee program 
to manage camps and to target protection and assistance activi-
ties as well as in establish a credible and accurate population 
data for operational partners in order to allocate resources and 
monitor delivery. The information also serves an important 
role in identification, planning, and implementation of durable 
solutions. 

The registration of the refugee population also allows 
the issuance of documentation to refugees, which is a major 
protection tool. 

In Kenya, only recognized refugees received an ID.  
After the influx of the Somali and Sudanese due to the out-
break of the war in their respective countries, the Kenya Gov-
ernment (GOK) did not issue documentation to refugees recog-
nized by UNHCR (Mandate refugees). 

In 2002, the GOK and UNHCR finalized the registra-
tion of 83,000 refugees in Kakuma refugee camp, based in Tur-
kana district, Northern Kenya.(For more information please 

Refugees issued IDs US resuscitates Kenya  
refugee food pipeline 


