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HIGHLIGHTS:   
• CENTRAL AMERICA: Heavy rains caused damages and destruction in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Panama.   
• SOUTH AMERICA: Deaths and increased number of respiratory infections due to extreme cold weather. 
• PERU:  Bubonic plague is a matter of concern in the country.  
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RAINS – FLOODING 
The passage of a tropical wave over the weekend 

caused heavy rains in several countries of Central 

America as El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 

Panama leaving streets flooded and many houses and 

infrastructures damaged. National authorities in those 

countries have been mobilizing resources to carry out 

assessments and support affected population. 

 
HONDURAS: The overflow of the Paisnal and Aguilares Rivers damaged 15 

houses. Imagine: La Prensa Grafica – Victor Peña© 
 

GUATEMALA

Source: Government of Guatemala. 

: Torrential rains triggered flooding and 

landslide in the Department of Sacatepequez (Central 

area of the country). As preventive measures 132 

people were evacuated and place in shelters. The 

National Coordination for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED) is doing an assessment to evaluate houses 

that are at high risk to be flooded.  

 

HONDURAS

Source: EFE. 

: Four people have been killed and more 

than 60 families have been affected by of heavy rains. 

The most affected areas are the valley of Zamorano 

(Tegucigalpa), with reported damages in 12 per cent 

of their agricultural crops and an increase in the 

proliferation of mosquitoes. There was also reported 

several damages to infrastructures and roads. Local 

authorities remain a Yellow Alert (monitoring).  

 

PANAMA

Source: Panama National Civil Protection. 

: Floods caused by heavy rains killed at least 

one person and forced 183 others to flee their homes. 

Local authorities reported 47 houses damaged. The 

most affected areas include the province of Chiriqui 

(west), Los Santos (center), Colon (Caribbean coast) 

and the province of Panama.  

 

BRAZIL: A more in-depth assessment was conducted 

by Oxfam GB focusing on humanitarian advocacy 

issues and on public health risks for people displaced 

by recent floods in the state of Pernambuco to 
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develop immediate and appropriate response to those 

most vulnerable.  One-day visits were carried out in 

three of the most affected cities: Palmares, Barreiros 

and Água Preta.  Oxfam GB staff visited three shelters 

in three of the most affected districts, a camp site 

with tents to house people and one rural area. People 

have started to leave shelters and many families have 

the intention to return to their house, no matter if 

they are located in at-risk areas. Livelihood conditions 

have worsened considerably due to damaged stores 

and sugarcane mills.  Poorer districts, such as 

Pedreiras have been marginalized as they have 

received less attention. Oxfam GB will prepare a 

proposal to intervene in the most affected 

communities in the coming days.  

Source: Oxfam. 

 

COLD FRONT 
BOLIVIA

Sources: EFE. 

: At least 23 people have died due to the 

intense cold wave sweeping through the country. The 

cold wave extends from southern Argentina, Chile, 

Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru and Brazil.  

 

PERU

Source: EFE. 

: An extreme cold weather has caused severe 

respiratory diseases to residents living in the province 

of Huancavelica. More than 500 families have lost 

tens of hectares of potatoes, root vegetables, goose 

and pastures. From January to July, approximately 

250 children under 5 years have died due to 

respiratory infections, mostly in the southern region 

of Puno.  

 

SEISMIC EVENTS  
ECUADOR:

Source: National Secretariat for Risk Management 

 An earthquake measuring 7.2 on the 

Richter scale shook on 12 August, the south region of 

Quito. Minor damage to infrastructure was reported. 

 

CHILE:

Source: Oxfam 

 Oxfam intervention project is officially ending 

this week. However, maintenance activities in sanitary 

units are still going on in order to make them work 

perfectly. The overall result of Oxfam intervention is 

positive with 10,000 families supported during 6 

months with water provision, distribution of non food 

items (NFIs) and health promotion. 

 

HAITI:

WFP continues to engage in contingency planning and 

is in the process of confirming NGO partnerships to 

provide coverage across the country for emergency 

distributions in case of a major weather event. 

 On 13th August, a press conference was held 

at the US embassy to announce the recent US$35 

million grant to the World Food Programme (WFP) for 

Cash-for-Work projects. A total of 11 new Cash/Food 

for Work projects began this week in the sub-offices 

of Jacmel and Les Cayes (combined), in addition to 2 

new nutrition projects, which commenced in Jacmel.  

Source: World Food Programme 

 

EPIDEMIC 
PANDEMIC INFLUENZA A H1N1

Source:  WHO. 

: On August 10, the 

World Health Organization (WHO) declared an end to 

the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic. Globally, the 

H1N1 left some 18,500 dead in over 200 countries. 

PERU BUBONIC PLAGUE

According to WHO,  the infection is the most common 

form of plague, caused by infected flea bites or direct 

contact with infected animals like rodents and is 

treated by antibiotics if discovered early enough. 

World Health Organization has been working with 

Peruvian health authorities implementing insect 

control measures in high-risk areas. 

: An outbreak of bubonic 

plague has led to three deaths and at least 30 people 

infected. The last outbreak of bubonic plague in 

northern Peru was in 1994 where 35 people died and 

more than a thousand were infected. 

Source: Ministry of Health. 


