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Situation Report 1600 hrs 17 February 2010 
 

Headlines: 
 

• As of 15 February, the national Civil Protection Agency estimates that 217,366 
people died from the 12 January earthquake, an increase of 5,000 people since 
the last estimates were released on 6 February  

• The number of people who have left Port-au-Prince for outlying departments has 
increased to 511,405 people from the previous figure of 467,701. 

• The Health Cluster, the Ministry of Public Health and Population has confirmed 
that medicines and medical products will be provided free of charge to all public 
health facilities nationwide until 12 April. 

• The WASH Cluster is considering a planning figure of about 1.1m people who 
are in need of immediate/emergency WASH needs.  

• The Logistics Cluster is concerned that a large withdrawal of assets provided 
through bilateral military aid might seriously hamper humanitarian response 
operations, especially at the sea port. Some continued support would be 
required, especially in terms of equipment and handling materials, as well as port 
management and coordination.  

• The GoH is frustrated at the level of information being received on the rate of 
shelter material being distributed.  There is a need to pressure partners to 
accurately report distributions as well as manage GoH expectations.  Some 
NGOs are over-reliant on in-kind pipelines and slow in setting up their own 
operations.  

• The distribution mechanism for food (in Port-au-Prince) is now clearer with the 
city being divided into geographical zones for which each major INGO is 
responsible.  It is possible this mechanism may be introduced for the shelter 
cluster 

 
Sectors: 
 

Shelter: Phase one emergency shelter distribution appears to be on course.  The 
shelter cluster has surveyed all partners’ distributions and pipelines and confirms 
that shelter materials sufficient for up to 500,000 people have been distributed 
(based on one sheet or tent per HH).  There are a further 95,000 plastic sheets in 
stock and 276,000 in the pipeline.  This total plus the stock already distributed 
indicates that plastic sheets (458,000) sufficient for 1,145,000 individuals, based on 
distribution of two sheets per HH are either in-country or en route 
 
CCCM: According to the CCCM Cluster, 332 spontaneous sites have been 
identified hosting 104,794 families (543,000 individuals). There are also 19 sites 
hosting more than 5,000 persons each being prioritized for decongestion (with a 
total estimated population of 180,000 people) and 9 organized sites hosting 9,615 
families (48,074 individuals). 
 
Food:  WFP and partners have reached over 3.4 million people with food 
assistance since the start of the response. 
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WASH: An average of 850,000 people are being provided with safe drinking water 
(on the basis of 5 litres/person/day) through water tankering and/or water treatment 
plant in more than 300 sites across Port-au-Prince, Leogane, and Jacmel by WASH 
Cluster partners from 9 to 16 February. 
 
Protection: The Protection Cluster reports increasing concerns over the depletion 
of water reserves and food supplies in regions where the influx of displaced from 
Port-au-Prince has been significant. The rise in the price of commodities in these 
regions could lead to possible tensions between host communities and those 
coming from Port-au-Prince, especially with those that have no family links in the 
region. 

 
 

UK Response: 
• DFID’s £20m humanitarian response commitment has been largely allocated. 
• Largs Bay is expected to arrive in PaP on the evening of the 18 Feb and be 

offloaded the following day.  
• A Press Officer arrived yesterday to oversee the unloading of Largs Bay with 

another logistician due to arrive today.  
 

DFID Committed Funding 
Organisation Sector Funding 

Committed
Merlin  Assessment and surgical team deployment £398,998 
ACTED  Sanitation and shelter £400,000 
Action Against Hunger  Multi-sector shelter £1,000,000 
Handicap International Shelter and health interventions £500,000 
Oxfam Sanitation and shelter £1,000,000 
OCHA Co-ordination project from Flash Appeal £1,000,000 
WFP Logistics' special operation' from Flash Appeal £2,000,000 
PAHO Disease surveillance from Flash Appeal £300,000 
IOM Co-ordination, shelter and settlements £1,120,000 
IFRC  Emergency appeal and flights £1,000,000 
Total  £8,719,998 

 
International and Local Response: 

• The Flash Appeal is 107% funded. The revised Flash Appeal will be launched on 
Thursday 18 February covering a 12 month period. Over $2 billion in total has 
been pledged to the Haiti response.  

• The Emergency Relief Response Fund for Haiti has over $76 million in pledges, 
of which $63 million has been received. Close to 80 percent has been allocated 
strategically by cluster to UN and NGO organizations, addressing critical gaps 
and acute needs 

• £77 million has been raised so far through the DEC.  
 

 


