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More contributors support  CERF 

New Member State and non-state contributors emerged in 
March 2009 in support of the CERF.   
 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Namibia made the 
CERF supporters list for the first time with contributions of 
$3,000 and $1,000, respectively becoming the Fund’s 93rd  and 
104th  largest donors.  
 
They join Afghanistan ($1,440 pledge), Benin ($1,500), Kenya 
($10,000 pledge), Mozambique ($2,000 pledge), Oman 
($30,000), Samoa ($2,000 pledge), Timor-Leste ($1,200), 
Tuvalu ($1,000) and Viet Nam ($10,000 pledge) in 2009 as 
first-time contributors to the Fund. 
 
Meanwhile, the non-governmental organization Red Crescent 
of the United Arab Emirates joined the growing list of non-
state contributors to the Fund with a $9,981.50 contribution.  
 
Contributions to CERF in 2009 have exceeded $383 million. 
 

Country allocations and highlights for 
March 2009 

In March, CERF allocated over $9.3 million for relief activities 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Namibia, Niger, the occupied Palestinian 
territories, and the Republic of Guinea. 

Afghanistan 

Frequent drought and subsequent food shortages are among 
the root causes of acute and chronic malnutrition in 
Afghanistan.   
 
Agricultural reports show that the cereal production will be the 
lowest experienced since 2002.  The provision of improved 
seed is crucial to ensuring crop production in the areas worst 
hit by drought and safeguarding the food security of affected 
communities.  

  

 
To address the immediate humanitarian needs related to food 
insecurity, CERF has allocated nearly $1.5 million to the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) to 
distribute wheat seed for the 2009 spring and autumn planting 
seasons in drought-affected areas of Afghanistan.  
 
In February, CERF allocated almost $2.7 million in response to 
the severe winter in the country. 

 Angola 

In Angola, heavy rains have devastated a growing number of 
regions, particularly the south and central regions, affecting 
some 200,000 people. In addition, a significant cholera 
epidemic has struck the country, with 421 cases already 
reported so far this year.   
 
In response, CERF has allocated over $2.3 million to 
humanitarian relief partners in Angola.  The majority of the 
funding will go to UNICEF projects to provide health supplies 
and ensure access to safe water.   
 
CERF allocated $700,000 to WHO to provide access to 
emergency health for displaced communities, and another 
$445,000 to IOM to help to 10,000 displaced persons. 

Woman receives cooking oil ration © UN Photo/Jawad Jalal 



 

 
 

Iraq 

In Iraq, the total number of reported measles cases between 
January 2008 and January 2009 reached 10,306 and is 
continuing to spread.  The security situation has severely 
affected distribution of vaccines, supervisory and training 
activities and access for children and women to immunization 
institutions, and has led to a significant increase in the number 
of infants vulnerable to measles.  
 
In response, CERF allocated funds totaling over $1 million for 
the World Health Organization (WHO) to conduct an 
immunization campaign for over 850,000 children to prevent 
the spread of measles.    

Nambia 

Since the beginning of 2009, severe flooding has overtaken the 
north-central and north-eastern regions of Namibia. To date, 
92 people have lost their lives in the floods and up to 350,000 
people may have been affected.  Currently, an estimated total 
of 13,000 people are displaced, including 9,180 who are 
currently residing in temporary relocation camps.   
 
The flooding has damaged public infrastructure, including 
roads and bridges that were still being repaired from the 2008 

floods, thereby significantly 
reducing access of the 
affected population to health 
facilities, schools and market 
places.  In addition, the 
impact of the floods has 
seriously exacerbated the 
vulnerability of a large 
proportion of the population 
who are affected by HIV and 
AIDS in a country with one of 
the highest HIV rates in the 
world.  
 
In response, CERF has 
allocated some $534,000 to 

UNICEF in order to provide 
health assistance together with water and sanitation supplies 
for 344,000 people, including up to 13,000 displaced people in 
relocation camps. To strengthen national health emergency 
response for displaced and vulnerable populations, CERF has 
provided $37,450 to UNFPA and $566,000 to WHO to reduce 
avoidable illnesses and deaths through the prevention of 
communicable disease outbreaks.  
 
CERF’s allocation of $155,150 to UN Habitat supports the 
provision of emergency shelter for displaced persons and helps 
reinforce existing shelter facilities of affected communities. 

 WFP received over $15,000 from CERF to strengthen the 
capacity of the Government of Namibia for the 
implementation of a food distribution scheme to an estimated 
63 percent of flood victims in six affected regions in the north 
and northeast. 

Niger 

Several localities in Niger have not benefited from mass 
immunization against meningitis as the last mass outbreak 
occurred in 2000, leaving the country at risk for a large scale 
epidemic in 2009. To cover a shortfall in the number of 
vaccinations, CERF has allocated funds totaling over $1.5 
million for WHO to purchase the necessary inputs to 
immunize 725,000 people and treat 8,500 new cases.   

occupied Palestinian territories 

While months have passed since the end of hostilities in Gaza, 
logistical and health challenges remain for the Gazan 
population. Urgent needs have been identified in several health 
programs to reduce excess mortality and morbidity in the 
region, so CERF has provided $1,455,200 to WHO for 
immediate health assistance programmes.  Tens of thousands 
of beneficiaries, including the chronically sick, elderly patients, 
pregnant and new mothers, and children, will be supported 
through this CERF funding.  

Republic of Guinea 

The rising cost of fuel and the lack of donor funds caused the 
United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) to 
suspend some flights in West Africa.  UNHAS regional 
operation provides passenger and cargo air transportation to 
the entire humanitarian community engaged in supporting 
vulnerable people, refugees, internally displaced people and 
returning refugees in Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone.  
 
In order to allow UNHAS to continue providing air service, 
CERF has allocated an additional $450,000 to the operation in 
March 2009.  Over 100 United Nations agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and government counterparts will 
benefit from the services.  © David Gough/IRIN 

CERF allocations since 1 January 2009* 

 Amount Countries 

Rapid Response $   44.5million 
13 

countries  
plus oPt 

Underfunded 
Emergencies   (First 
Round Allocation) 

$   75   million 14 

 TOTAL $ 119.5 million  
*As at 9 April 2009 2 
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To subscribe to the newsletter, email 

cerf@un.org  

 

CERF training schedule 

Training and support for the relief partners that receive CERF 
funding to implement their life-saving programmes are vital in 
order to improve the speed and effectiveness of the Fund.  
 
Seven training sessions are scheduled for the remainder of the 
year. 
 

 

 

 

 

Vital funds for flood-affected  
Angola and Namibia 

JOHANNESBURG, 1 April 2009 (IRIN) - With more rain 
predicted for much of Southern Africa the United Nations has 
released urgent emergency funding to accelerate assistance to 
thousands affected by the worst floods in over 40 years in 
Angola and Namibia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), aid agencies in Namibia have 
appealed for $2.7 million to respond to the plight of some 
350,000 people affected throughout the country.  

 
The “Flash Appeal”, jointly launched by six UN Agencies, has 
already received $1.3 million via the rapid response window of 
the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which is 
reserved for time-critical, life-saving activities. Germany has 
contributed $317,000.  
 
A further $2.3 million from the CERF has been assigned to 
efforts in Angola, where an estimated 220,000 people have 
been affected.  
 
"With flood and river levels the highest since 1963, and heavy 
rains still expected in the coming weeks, it is imperative that 
shelter assistance reaches people as quickly as possible," said 
Katharina Schnöring, Chief of Mission in Angola for the 
International Organization for Migration.  
 
The funds will be used mainly for food distribution, health, 
shelter, access to clean water and sanitation. The excessive 
rainfall has also caused flood damage in Malawi, Botswana, 
Madagascar and Mozambique.  
 
For the latest information on humanitarian appeals and 
funding, visit OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS). 

Meeting in Brazil on enhancing 
humanitarian partnerships to discuss 

CERF 

The Second Regional Meeting on Enhancing International 
Humanitarian Partnerships will take place in Florianópolis, 
Brazil from 18 to 20 May 2009. 
 
The meeting will serve as a forum to share information, 
experiences, and best practices in natural disaster management 
and risk reduction in the Latin America and Caribbean region. 
It will build on the success of the first regional meeting held in 
Mexico City in September 2008, attended by disaster 
management officials of governments, international 
humanitarian partners, the private sector and donors.  
 
Among the many topics to be covered will be a panel on 
humanitarian reform, joining UN agencies, NGOs and 
government counterparts in a discussion on its implications, 
including the use and effectiveness of the CERF. 

Rome 21 and 22 May 

Panama June (1st  or 2nd week) 
Nairobi 9 and 10 June 
Johannesburg 18 and 19 June 
Cairo 22 and 23 September 
Bangkok 21 and 22 October 
Geneva November 
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