
7, July, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

Needs Assessment Report  
by 

UN and NGOs/INGOs  
for  

Flood Affectees of NWFP, Northern Areas 
and Punjab  



 1

Summary: 
 
In response to the heavy floods that hit country in June 2005, the UN Disaster 
Management Team, in its meeting held on 29 June, 2005, agreed to form sub-groups to 
assess the specific needs and issues of immediate concern in Food, Water and Sanitation, 
Health, Shelter and Livestock & Agriculture. The Sub-Groups presented their reports and 
findings in their respective sectors in the meeting of the UNDMT held on 7 July, 2005. It 
was agreed to consolidate all the assessments in a single report for sharing with the Donor 
Community and other relevant stakeholders. The assessments for affected areas of NWFP, 
i.e., Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera were undertaken by the UN Agencies in 
cooperation with interested NGOs. The assessment for Chitral and Northern Areas is based 
on reports from FOCUS Humanitarian, AKRSP, media and District Administrations 
concerned. The assessment of Layyah District is based on the findings of a mission fielded 
by OXFAM-GB. 
 
The main findings of the Sub-Groups are as follows: 
 
Food: 
 
According to the assessment undertaken jointly by WFP, Islamic Relief-UK, CRS and 
IRC, there is a need for immediate food support for one-month for a total of 39,360 
persons in NWFP. Food support would also be needed for a similar period for the 5,000 
affectees in the Northern Areas. Detailed report of the Sub-Group is attached at Annex-A. 
 
Water and Sanitation: 
 
The Sub-Group on Water and Sanitation was led by UNICEF with WHO, OXFAM and 
CMDO as members. In its meeting held on 30 June 2005, the Sub-Group explored the 
options for actions to be undertaken to ensure safe drinking water and sanitation for the 
displaced people and to identify the supplies needed in the affected areas and the 
logistical arrangements for their distribution. Minutes of the Meeting of the Sub-Group 
held on 30 June are attached at Annex-B. 
 
Health: 
 
The Ministry of Health in cooperation with WHO, has drafted a Plan of Action for 
response to increased health risk in the flood prone districts of the country. The Plan of 
Action aims towards; provision of timely emergency medical and surgical care; early 
procurement of emergency health kits and supplies; mass awareness campaigns to 
promote use of safe drinking water, food preparation and storage, hygienic habits, use of 
bed nets and early treatment of referral cases; early detection and investigation of 
communicable disease outbreaks using epidemiological methods and laboratory 
confirmation; timely public health measures to control epidemics; and, appropriate and 
timely case management of the patients. A copy of WHO’s Report is attached at Annex-
C. Scanned copy of the Plan of Action is attached as PDF File. 
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Shelter: 
 
A total of 1,805 houses have been damaged by the floodwaters while 468 have been 
destroyed in the three most affected districts of NWFP. UNDP assessed the needs for 
shelter in the affected areas of NWFP, Northern Areas and Punjab. This was done by 
analyzing the available information on houses damaged and destroyed as well as support 
provided by the Federal and Provincial Governments, Donors, UN Agencies and National 
and International NGOs. A district-wise assessment was undertaken to identify shelter 
needs of the affectees. On the basis of thorough analysis and discussions with the 
stakeholders concerned, it was agreed that there wasn’t much need for tents in the 
affected areas of Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera due to cultural and social norms. 
Based on the information received from various sources in Chitral and the affected 
regions of Northern Areas, a total of 250 families are still in need of tents and blankets. 
Additionally, FOCUS Humanitarian had expressed the need for replenishment of 250 
tents distributed to the affectees in Chitral and the Northern Areas. UNHCR has agreed to 
meet this requirement from its stockpiles in Bajaur and Peshawar.   
 
Agriculture and Livestock: 
 
In the districts of Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera, 79 villages (24 in Peshawar, 25 in 
Charsadda and 30 in Nowshera) in more than 25 Union Councils have been seriously 
affected by the floodwaters. Standing crops on almost 26,943 acres have been destroyed. 
Crops mainly include maize, sorghum, fodder, vegetables and sugarcane as well as 
orchards and fuel wood trees. A large number of fruit trees have been uprooted and 
washed away increasing vulnerability of small landholders and livestock owners. The 
floods have also damaged water infrastructure and drinking water sources in the most 
affected areas.  
 
There is a need for feeding and de-worming of 289,671 animal heads affected by the 
floods in the three most affected districts of NWFP. The cost of feed is estimated at Rs. 
65 per animal per day and de-worming at Rs. 160 per animal. The feed support would 
vary from 15 days to a month depending upon the situation of recovery from flood in 
different areas. A copy of the Assessment Report undertaken by FAO containing findings 
and recommendations of the Agriculture and Livestock Sectors is attached at Annex-D.  
 
Afghan Refugee Camps: 
 
Seven refugee camps with a population of 9,858 families have been affected by the 
floods in NWFP. UNHCR has undertaken an assessment of the situation of these camps 
and has recommended one time food assistance to the most affected refugees and 
fumigation of the camps to avert the threat of malaria. According to UNHCR, 
approximately 750 houses have been damaged completely and 1,164 partially. The 
estimated cost of construction of each house is about Rs.10,000 while the reconstruction 
of a fully damaged house would cost Rs.30,000 to 40,000. Detailed UNHCR Report is 
attached at Annex-E.  
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Layyah District: 
 
OXFAM-GB has undertaken a rapid needs assessment of the flood-affected areas of 
Layyah District. Major recommendations of the assessment include provision of cooked 
and non-cooked food support, construction of latrines, provision of clean drinking and 
water purification tablets to the worse affected populations. Detailed report is attached at 
Annex-F.  
 
Conclusions: 
 
• Immediate food support for one-month for a total of 39,360 persons (including 

affected Afghan Refugees) in NWFP. Food support would also be needed for a 
similar period for the 5,000 affectees in the Northern Areas. 

 
• Feeding and de-worming of 289,671 animal heads affected by the floods. The cost of 

feed is estimated at Rs. 65 per animal per day and de-worming at Rs. 160 per animal. 
The feed support would vary from 15 days to a month depending upon the situation 
of recovery from flood in different areas. 

 
• Vaccination for routine immunization and against Cholera and Typhoid to be 

undertaken. According to WHO, anti-snake venom and enough stock of these vaccines 
and disposable syringes are available with EDO’s Health in Charsadda, Peshawar and 
Nowshera. Additionally, WHO has handed over three new Emergency Health Kits to 
the NWFP Health Department on 7th July 2005 for provision of medicines needed for 
emergency health cover. Each kit is sufficient for emergency health needs of 10,000 
population for three months. 

 
• Unmet shelter needs of 250 families in the affected regions of Northern Areas and 

Chitral. 
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Annex-A 

 
 

Assessment Report of Sub-Group on Food 
 

 
Team Members: Mr. M. Ajmal Farooq - World Food Program (WFP) 
   Mr. Shafeeq ur Rehman- Islamic Relief (UK) 
   Mr. Sebastian Justin- Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
   Mr. Suleman Khan, International Rescue Committee (IRC)  
 
Dates:   July 2-5, 2005 
 
Contact #:  NWFP –Provincial Flood Relief Cell 
   Mr. Ghulam Farooq Khan Relief Commissioner NWFP 
   Tel:     9210338 
   Fax: 9210975  
 
Background:  
In the wake of recent flood situation in NWFP, International non governmental 
organizations Islamic Relief, CRS, Concern and Oxfam representing Pak 
Humanitarian forum conducted a rapid assessment of the flood affected areas of 
three districts of NWFP ( Peshawar, Charsada & Nowshera). IRS and Inter 
Agency group had also undertaken a similar exercise at the end of June 2005. 
The assessment report(s) was presented to the UN DMT and the participants 
referring to some different figures from other sources proposed to conduct a joint 
reassessment for food need situation with the participation of WFP as convener, 
Islamic Relief, CRS, Pak Red Crescent and OXFAM. The first meeting of the 
sub-group on 01 July 2005 consisted of WFP, Islamic Relief, CRS and IRC and, 
therefore, was agreed to keep this group in the team for assessment. 
 
Objective: 
 

• Reassessment of the affected areas with special focus on the food needs 
of the people.  

 
WFP will be the lead agency for this joint exercise with a team mentioned                    
above.  

  
 
 
July 2, 2004   
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Team left for Peshawar and had meetings with Provincial Relief Commissioner.  
Team visited the relief office and met with Mr. Arshad Abbasi, spokesperson of 
relief centre and explained the purpose of their visit. An update of the information 
is attached as annex A.   
 
 

1. Team met with the Provincial Relief Commissioner on June 3, 2004.      
 

2. Team shared the pledges being made by the INGOs.  
 

3. Mr. Arshad shared the findings and asked that INGOs should inform the 
Provincial Relief Cell about the support being planned/provided to the 
districts.   

 
4. Team shared that INGOs are interested and willing for capacity building of 

the relief cell through provision of human resources and equipment 
(computer), if so required.     

 
5. Team also visited the district office to get district level information, 

however the cell was found to be manned by junior level staff of the district 
administration without any information.   

 
 
July 3, 2004   
 
Team visited the following three villages: 
 

1. Haji Zai Refugee Camp 
• 30 families repatriated to Afghanistan 
• 200 families living with relatives in same camp and nearby villages  
• Sand bags provided by relief commissioner  
• Medical Camp by Al-Khidmat Committee 
• Daily wage laborers  
• Immediate expressed need-food  
• Nearly 40 houses are reported fully damaged  
• River bank being strengthened through stones 
• River flow was at its peak 
• Agricultural land and crops under water  

 
     2. Jala Bela, UC Landi Daud Zai, Dist. Peshawar 
 

• Junction of river Kabul & Swat  
• Affected families 250-300 
• 1,500 acres of cultivated land under water  
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• Jala Bela road towards Peshawar Ring Road is under water at 2 
Places 

• 2 Flood camps established and 30 families shifted into the camps 
 

3. Zarif Korona & Sardar Tapu   
 

• Wheat Flour provided, reportedly of inferior quality  
• Major crops damaged (sugarcane, Maize, Barley, Tomatoes, 

vegetables) 
• Transportation need for shifting the affectees was expressed as private 

trucks demanding exorbitant rates  
• Water level 6-8 feet in houses  
• While talking to a group of affected  people, they expressed the need 

of food and tents  
• No camp established in the village   

 
Distribution: 

• 25 tents provided by government   
• 2 Days medical camp by Al Khidmat Committee 
•  300 food packs delivered-20 kg wheat flour, ½ kg ghee and sugar 

each (unfair food distribution with political motives was reported)  
 
 
Meeting with Mr. Laique-ur-Rehman, DCO-Charsadda 
 

• 3 affected union councils (Nasata, Agra, Dulatpura). 
• 24 villages affected  
• Medicine needed (list is provided)  
• 500 families affected  
• 153 mud houses fallen 
• 2,700 person affected  
• Damaged Houses 232  
 
• DCO while commenting on the immediate needs of the affected people 

mentioned food is the prime need.  He also commented that provision of 
tents is not encouraged. He further informed the team that the tents 
provided by the DCOs in emergencies are to be recollected from people 
and stored at district stores, however was difficult to get these tents 
collected. It was further stated that people do not use tents immediately 
and keep them to use while reconstructing their homes.  

 
• District government has also started the procurement process for the 

purchase of the medicine of Rs. 1,225,100/- for the emergency centers.  
  

• That   for the affected families, tents are discouraged for provision. 
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• Team also visited the market and checked the price of edible items in the 

area. The prices are normal as compared to the other areas.   
 
 
Team visited twice the DCO, Peshawar office but no officials were available to 
provide the information. However a district flood information cell is established 
where 2 clerks are always present to respond the phone calls and keep officials 
informed.     
 
Steps Taken:  
 

• 4 Relief camps established ( MBBS doctor, Vet. Doctor, Govt officials)  
• food distribution through relief committees consisting of (MNA, MPA, 

District Revenue Officer and area Patwaris)   
• Immediate need food, DCO recommended that food should be given 

preference rather than tents.  
 

 
July 4, 2004   
 
 
1. Provincial Relief Commissioner, Mr. Ghulam Farooq Khan 
 
The funds provided by the provincial Government have been received by the 
district authorities. The DCOs are authorized to utilize the relief funds for the 
immediate needs in the area.  The distribution of edible items is done by a team 
consisting of (MPA, MNA,  Patwaris, local community member) The supply of 
tents as per the  directives of the CM are not to be distributed among the 
affectees.  
 
While asked what it meant by “affected” Relief Commissioner sated that Govt. 
terms ‘affectees’ for those who are directly hit by the flood water, either their 
houses are damaged or they are being evacuated.   
 
 
Prioritized/Immediate Needs= Fodder and food packages.   
 
 
2. District Commissioner Revenue (DCR), Khalid Saleem Marwat 
 
Prioritized/Immediate Needs =Food Packs  
 
Distribution: 
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• 2,128 food packets have been distributed (Wheat Flour 20kg, Sugar 3 Kg, 
Pulses 1 Kg, Oil 1 tin 2.5 kg, Tea 250 grams, Milk Powder 200 Grams,  
Match box 1 dozen, candles 1 dozen)   

• 100,000 sand bags provided  
• 293 Tents   
• 6 Relief Camps / operation teams formed   
• Funds provided to EDO-health for the purchase of medicine 
• Funds provided to livestock department for the purchase of medicine 

 
 
 
DCO, Nowshera, Mr. Musa Wazir  
DPO, Mr. Zaibullah Khan  
 

• 6 Relief Camps established. The term relief camp means that a building 
(school/hospital) has been designated as camp and officials from six 
departments deputed to serve them (even if they are empty)  

• 8 Boats operational  for evacuation by army 
• Provincial and district government has provided by 500,000/- each for 

relief to flood affected  
• 3500 Sand bags  
• 100 tents  
• 200 blankets  
• 7 cartons of medicine  
• Food packs 

200 by Prime minister (contents not verifiable) 
100 bags wheat flour Minister Amir Moquem 
 

The DCO and DPO informed the team that these referred figures of district 
Nosherwa are those directly hit by flood but if we consider all those whom single 
livelihood source or cash crops are lost then figures would be much higher.   
 
Team visited one of the worst affected areas of district Nowshera, Nowshera 
kalan. This area is badly affected and all the area is under flood water. The road 
to Charsada/Kshekai passed through this area and is heavily under flood water.      
    
Distribution: 
 
200 food packs (wheat flour, oil and sugar) by, Federal Minister, Mr. Jatoi  
Commitment by Federal Minister, Ijaz-ul-Haq 
Federal Minister Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao, Distributed food packs   
 
The communities (Haji Zai, Jala Bela) while responding expressed the need for 
food package.  While responding to inquiry that where are the ‘affectees’, it was 
mentioned that they are all scattered and living with their relatives at different 
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places. Fodder was also mentioned as important need. The prices of livestock 
have come down as much as 20% due to non availability of fodder.    
 
 
 
UNHCR- Surendra B. Panday,  Senior Program Officer  
 
UNHCR is concerned for the welfare of the residents of the old refugee camps- 
population listed below; 
 

Refugees Camps  
Sr. No Camp Population (Families)  

1 Azakhel 3870
2 Khazana 1055
3 Hajizai  755
4 Nagman  786
5 Michini 145
6 Kheshki 400
  Total  7011
      
  Affected approx 35%  2454 
      
  Average Family Size  5 
      
  Total No affected Persons 12270 

 
 
UNHCR would like to assist these refugees with limited number of NFIs at their 
disposal and desired for food assistance through WFP. According to their 
estimates a total number 12,270 persons which is approximately 35% of the total 
population are directly affected and may require humanitarian assistance 
including food.  Immediate needs of the targeted families (including pitching of 
about 30 tents have been met by Al-Rasheed Trust by provision of 280 food 
packs (Atta 20 Kg, tea 500 grams, pulses 2 kg, Oil 2.5 kg, sugar 2 kg) and 70 
tents. The team found these tents on the roadside empty of any human beings. 
UNHCR strongly feels that, one time food distribution to the seriously 
affected/vulnerable refugees should be considered. UNHCR will provide the 
number of seriously affected/vulnerable ASAP.  
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Assessment Team’s observation/recommendations 
 

1. The data from different sources is not very reliable and the definitions of 
affectees as mentioned above are different. The government data also 
does not represent the Refugees camps situation. 

 
2. The strengthening of the relief commissionaire office is vital issue for the 

better coordination and reporting. 
 
3. The situation is also very fluid and evolving quickly and the numbers of 

person/area affected is difficult to obtain. The team had to rely on the 
available data compiled by Relief Commissionarate office and own 
observations. 

 
4. It was observed in Nowshera that some trucks of the Pak army loaded 

with food stuff were parked in the premises of the district government, of 
which the DCO has no information. It is recommended (also by the staff of 
the provincial relief commissioner) that all the donations, if not channeled 
through his office, should at least be notified/communicated to that office. 

 
5. The provincial government has its disposal including Rs. 14.1 million 

already disbursed to the district governments other pledge of 20 million 
rupees from the Federal, Punjab and Sindh governments. The main part 
of these funds are most likely to be spent on the administrative costs, 
payment to Army for rescue operations, payment to the affectees for 
house repairs, crop and livestock losses as well as the purchase of food 
packets and medicine.  
 

6. The floods as explained above have washed away fertile land near the 
river bed fertile land, especially many tributaries of Kabul river. The land is 
mainly used for cash crops, particularly vegetables for the nearby urban 
centres. Water has destroyed the standing crops particularly tomatoes. 
Since many of the affected area people were working in these fields, 
therefore, their livelihood for unforeseeable future has ended and they will 
not be able to buy food for their families. 

 
The team considers the affected people extremely vulnerable due to the  
following; 

 
 

• Affected cultivated areas provided income opportunity for both the 
land owners and the daily wage laborers working on these farms. 

 
• The affected families movement to the other relative families has 

resulted in burden on the host families.  
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• People have started selling their animals on the reduced prices.  
 

• The affected land will not be able to produce any cash crop till next 
5-6 months.    

 
• The damaged or wiped away houses add to the miseries of these 

people.   
 

• The reserved fodder for livestock in fields is lost therefore the 
families will have difficulties in arranging fodder.  

 
7. There is no apparent shortage of food in the nearby shops or markets and 

prices of basic food items have not changed so far. However due lack of 
work and money, they will not be able to provide for their families. 
 

8. Since most of the displaced have moved to their ‘relatives’ (unknown) 
places ,therefore, impact on malnutrition and feeding practices is difficult 
to determine. 

 
9. After the water recedes and the people start coming back to their homes 

for repair/reconstruction and thereafter reclaim submerged agricultural 
land, the impact on the availability of food/desirability of further food needs 
can only be determined then. 
 

10. The affectees have moved out of their homes and the exact number and 
location cannot be determined due to lack/non availability of information. 
 

11. Food packets (different mix but mainly consisting of wheat flour, oil, sugar 
and pulses) have been or being distributed by the government, Pak army 
and NGO’s. Some other INGO’s are also planning to intervene for food 
pac distribution but their level of commitment is not yet clear. It is 
estimated that all planned contributions put together will suffice for at least 
one month’s food supplies to the most needy. 

 
12. There is consensus amongst the team that although the provincial 

government financial allocations along with other commitments apparently 
seem sufficient to meet the urgent needs of the affectees including food, 
but at the end there may not be enough government resources left for the 
urgent needs.  Therefore, based on the team observation and assessment 
and due to the lack of reliable data from the provincial government, the 
team feels that the present urgent needs of the most affected will hopefully 
be addressed.  

 
• Total number of villages affected                    86 
• Average HH number in a village                    150 
• Average number of affected HH in each village approx. 35% =    52.5 
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• Average family size 6                                                   
• Total estimated persons affected (4,515 HH/families)            = 27,090 
 

 
13. Out of the estimated 12,270 total affected refugee camp population, the 

number of most/seriously affected will be provided by UNHCR. 
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Annex-B 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Sub-Group on WES on 30 June 2005. 
 
Members of the Sub-Committee are UNICEF, WHO, UNHCR, OXFAM and CMDO. 
 
Present: 
UNICEF (chair), WHO, UNHCR and CMDO. OXFAM made telephonic contact after the 
meeting and was fully briefed. 
 
Note on the meeting: 
The question that the meeting had to address was threefold: 
1     Which actions should be taken immediately to ensure safe drinking water and 
sanitation for the displaced people in the three districts where the rapid assessment took 
place? 
2     What WES supplies would be required? 
3     How would these supplies be applied and distributed to the end-users in order to 
achieve points mentioned in #1? 
 
WHO advised to take into consideration: boiling of water; raising awareness on the need 
for safe drinking water; provide health education; address the sanitation problem; supply 
aquatabs; and supply chlorine. These issues were agreed by all present. 
 
The following actions were decided: 
 
1     UNICEF to provide the following supplies and transport them to Peshawar for 
temporary storage in the WFP Rub Hall tent warehouse. 
 
Aquatab            30,000 
Jerry Cans 10L       1,000 
Plastic Bucket 10L 1,000 
Plastic Bucket 70L 1,000 
Toilet Soap              3,000 
Washing Soap        3,000 
Tarpaulin for latrine 1,500Meter 
 
2     CMDO, coordinating with OXFAM, will submit a plan to UNICEF Peshawar 
covering the logistics for distributing the supplies from Peshawar RubHall warehouse to 
the IDP's in affected districts including the Refugees in the camps in the districts of 
Peshawar and Charsadda. UNHCR will coordinate with OXFAM and CDMO for 
distribution of supplies to affected Afghan refugees. 
 
3     CMDO, coordinating with OXFAM, will implement awareness raising and health 
education ensuring the proper use of the supplies by the end user 
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4     CMDO, while in the field, will do a rapid assessment of the sanitation situation and 
come with recommendation about number of latrines that are needed. 
 
5     UNICEF, will provide tarpaulin enough for 300 latrines and will transport these 
supplies to Peshawar for temporary storage awaiting the result of the rapid assessment by 
CMDO and OXFAM. 
 
6     UNHCR and WHO will monitor the utilization of supplies by end-users and 
effectiveness of this emergency response 
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Annex-C 
 

Report of the Sub-Group on Health 
 

ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
IN CONNECTION WITH 

THE CURRENT FLOOD SITUATION IN NWFP 
 

1. WHO has prepared a Plan of Action for 15 Districts at risk of floods in 
Monsoon Season 2005. The POA has been submitted to the Ministry 
of Health. The objectives of the plan are: 

 
• Timely and appropriate emergency medical and surgical care 

supported by emergency health kits and supplies; 
• Mass awareness campaigns to promote use of safe drinking water, 

safe food preparation and storage, hygienic habits, use of bed nets, 
and early treatment or referral of cases; 

• Early detection and investigation of communicable disease 
outbreaks using epidemiological methods and laboratory 
confirmation; 

• Timely public health measures to control epidemics; 
• Appropriate and timely case management of patients. 

 
2. A UN Inter-Agency Coordination Team carried out rapid assessment in 

flood affected districts of Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera. The 
report is in sufficient details and provides analysis of the situation on 
the ground. A copy of the report is attached herewith. 

 
3. Dr. Khalif Bile Mohamud, WHO Representative visited the flood 

affected areas on 7th July 2005. He was in Peshawar to meet Mr. 
Inayatullah Khan, Minister of Health, Government of NWFP, Secretary 
Health Department and the Director General, Health Services, NWFP. 
On his way back he went to the flood hit areas of Nowshera and met 
the Executive District Officer Health, Nowshera. 

 
4. The WHO Representative handed over three New Emergency Health 

Kits to the Minister of Health of NWFP in Peshawar on 7th July 2005. 
Each kit is good for 10,000 populations for three months. 

 
5. WHO Emergency Medical Officer, NWFP/FATA and the coordinator of 

UN Inter-Agency Coordination Committee has informed that the 
vaccine for routine immunization, vaccine for Cholera and Typhoid, 
anti-snake venom and the stock of disposable syringes are available in 
the required quantities at the offices of EDO’s Health of Charsadda, 
Peshawar and Nowshera for immediate immunization. However the 
process of vaccination has been jeopardize due to the fact that the 
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flood affected displaced persons have moved out from the camps to 
the places of their friends/relatives. 

 
6. WHO is a member of water and sanitation committee and is working 

closely with UNICEF in Peshawar and Islamabad. 
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RAPID ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY INTER AGENCY COORDINATION 

COMMITTEE (IACC) IN FLOOD AFFECTED DSITRICTS OF PESHAWAR, 
CHARSADDA AND NOWSHERA 

 
Background 
Heavy rains, unprecedented snow fall, landslides and avalanches struck Pakistan since 
the early week of February 2005. To deal with this situation an Inter-Agency 
Coordination Committee was formed from UN agencies (UNICEF, WHO, WFP and 
UNFPA) and NGOs.  
This Committee conducted a Rapid Assessment Survey in the most affected districts 
and based on the outcome of that survey made crucial interventions in well coordinated 
manner. It was during this time that the Committee predicted floods in the low lying 
areas of NWFP during summer season. 
Now that the floods have hit the districts of Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera, the 
Committee and its members once again joined hands to save the people of this province 
from deaths and miseries. 
In its last meeting of 27th June 2005 it decided to carry out a Rapid Assessment survey 
in the three districts and based on this assessment carry out coordinated interventions in 
critical areas that could alleviate or atleast reduce the miseries of people that have been 
stranded in the floods. 
 
Planning  
Three inter agency teams were created to carry out the survey. Each team was to leave 
Peshawar early in the morning and then reach back for debriefing to the Committee 
members. A modified format was developed by Dr Quaid Saeed based on the 
assessment format that was used in recent Tsunami hit areas.   
 
 
 

Team 
No 

District visited Agency 

1 Peshawar SRSP 
2 Charsadda WHO 
3 Nowshera UNICEF/WHO 

 
It was decided that each team would first visit the office of the DCO and Zilla Nazim and 
then EDO Health and later the community in the affected areas. 
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Analysis 
 

DISTRICTS OF PESHAWAR, CHARSADDA AND NOWSHERA 
 

Total Population of the affected districts 
 

 4.7million 

Total Union Councils 
 

198 
 

Union councils affected 25 
Areas or villages affected by floods PESHAWAR 

UC Jogani-Zoormandi, Bela, tapoo korrona 
UC Khoshgi- Neelawai, Shahadat garhi, 
tapoo, Biarai 
UC Garhi sherdad- Derai, Kalay, tapoo 
UC Gulbela 
NOWSHERA 
Nowshera-Kalan, Kheshgi, Ganderi,Saees 
mandi, Misalabad, Sheikhabad, Pir Sabak 
and snoober Kali 
CHARSADDA 
Parang safarkhel, Parang Sadokhel, Chakli 
Nisata, Nisata, Jangal, Saribala, Ganabela, 
Dheri Shahbara, Jamay, Sarwani, Sukar, 
Dherizardad, Turlandi, Manderi, Shahi 
Kalay, Dagi Faizullah, Chatt, Ghurabak, 
Hajizai, Dalazak, Hassankhel, Waris 
koorona 
 

Total no. of population displaced 15,700 
Mortality  Nil 
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DISTRICTS OF PESHAWAR, CHARSADDA AND NOWSHERA 
 

Programme area Strengths Key issues/gaps Needs/inputs required 
Health infrastructure 
-health centers 
-status 
-staff position 
-ability to cope with 
emergencies 

(Nowshera + Charsadda) 
Total no of health facilities are 
112  
Total health staff is 123 
Medical officers 104, nurses 
52, LHV 123,   

But their condition and status 
to respond to emergencies is 
poor  
Some of them are without 
electricity 
Medicine stocks will last for 
another 8 weeks 

Capacity  building in Disease 
Early Warning and 
Surveillance and medicines to 
cope with disease outbreaks 

 Shelter 
-access to shelters 
-type of shelters 
-general condition (e.g., 
crowding) 

Most of the families displaced 
have taken shelter with 
relatives and neighbors. 
Tents have been distributed 
but no body is living in tents 
Relief centers created but 
people are not living in camps 

Overcrowding and lack of 
sanitation would cause disease 
spreads, malnutrition.    

Health education disease 
control and strong National 
program for FP and PHC 

Access 
-road condition 
-accessibility 

100% access by road to areas 
where the displaced population 
is residing.  
Army has evacuated most of 
the population to safer places 

But access to villages 
inundated by flood water is not 
possible  

Water drainage from the 
villages under water as soon as 
the condition permits 

Interventions that the officials and the community wants 
Ranked by order of priority 

1. Adequate supply of medicines 
2. Logistic support in the form of fuel, boats, trucks etc 
3. Food such as flour, pulses, rice, oil, tea and milk 
4. Clean drinking water 
5. Fodder and medicines for the livestocks 
 

Electricity 
 

Most of the areas flooded and 
areas where people have 
sought refuge has electricity  

In most of the areas it is 
intermittent and poorly 
functional 
Children and those working 
outside are prone to heat or 
sun stroke 

Regularity in the supply of 
electricity should be ensured 
because of very harsh 
summers 
Health education for 
prevention 

Water supply 
-source 
-availability 
-condition 

Most of the population  get 
water for drinking from a well 
either in the house or 
communal 
10% get water from streams 

Most of the well are not deep 
and drain soil water and would 
be infected with flood water 
There is increased likelihood 
of water borne diseases 
Need health education and 
water purification tablets to 
avoid water borne diseases 

Coordination with the agencies 
responsible for water supply 
and distribution 

Sanitary facilities 
-types of toilets 
-accessibility  

None There are no toilets in the 
homes except rudimentary 
arrangements for women 
People go out in the fields to 
defecate 
With flooding sewerage and 
human excreta will get mixed 
with drinking water  

Coordination with the agencies 
responsible for sanitation and 
waste disposal 
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Health 
-prevalent diseases 
-medicine stocks 

There is health infrastructure 
in place and some basic 
medicine to deal with 
epidemics  

Disease like diarrhea, 
vomiting, ARI and malaria are 
already prevalent 

Well coordinated response in 
surveillance and epidemic 
control  

Demographic and livelihood information 

Displacement 
-relief camps 
-expected length of stay 
-household size 

All displaced families have 
settled with relatives and 
acquaintances. This is a strong 
coping capacity in Pathan 
culture 

Overcrowding could lead to 
diseases and malnutrition 
Typical household size is 8 
persons/family 

Strong PHC programs and 
need for family support 
programs 

 
 Food 
-availability 
-distribution system 
-safety 
-impact on household 

Food is available in the village 
shops in sufficient quantities 
People usually store grains for 
use which they took while 
evacuating 
Normal diet is rice, flour, 
vegetables, ghee, milk, sugar, 
tea 

Food items are provided, but 
the storage facilities are 
limited in the crowded shelters 
and difficult to maintain food 
Farmers are highly affected by 
loss of crops 

 
Coordination with the agencies 
responsible for food 
distribution 

Livelihood 
-land per family 
-damage to standing 
crops 
-type of crop 
-how long will it take to 
recover 

Most the people are farmers 
but land holdings are small 1 
kanal/family to 20 
acres/family  
Crops that they had sown are 
watermelons, Jawar, 
sugarcane, maize and 
vegetables 
75% of population live on 
farming but 25% casual labors  
Recovery depends upon the 
water. The moment it recedes 
they would return to their 
homes and fields for work.   

Damage to the crops because 
of flood can cause 
vulnerability of the population 
because they are poor and land 
holdings are small 
Most of them would be pushed 
below poverty line 
Need for drainage of water 
Need for better and scientific 
approach to farming 
Income sources are expected 
to be restored in 6 months to 
one year 
Need support in construction 
of water courses, culvets 

Coordination among agencies 
responsible for agriculture. 
Exemption from Abiana 
Micro financing schemes 

Availability of Basic 
items 
-food items 
-food for young and sick 
-water 
-cooking utensils and 
stoves  

Basic food items both for 
adults and health available but 
the stocks are limited.  
  

Short of food for young and 
sick and pregnant ladies 
Food support would be 
required if the crisis prolongs 
more than a month when 
stocks would expire 
Acute shortage of clean 
drinking water 
Lack of fuel or wood for 
cooking 
Lack of cooking utensils 

Program focused for young, 
sick, and pregnant ladies 
Feeding programs 
Fuel for cooking  

Coping capacity of 
community 
-traditional support 
-community orgs 

Very strong culture of support 
to relatives and friends 
 

Strengthening of community 
based organizations 
NGOs 
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Livestocks 
-Cows and sheep 
-whether sick 
-fodder 

This rural society is basically 
dependant on their animals for 
milk and dairy products and 
livelihood. 

Because of floods in their 
fields and migration to other 
areas there is increased 
likelihood of disease spreads 
among animals and there is 
acute shortage of animal 
fodder 

Coordination among vet 
departments and other 
agencies for animal health and 
provision of fodder 

Constraints 
-logistics 
-institutional 
-administrative 

Local governments are quite 
active 
Administration is practically in 
the field 
Elections are near so political 
activists tend to perform to 
their capacities to gain 
sympathies  

Political polarization leads to 
wrong distribution of relief 
Supplies going to areas of 
Nazims 
Political interference in 
administration 

Use of local NGOs in relief 
work 
Involvement of government 
machinery 
Involvement of community 
members in relief work  
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ASSESSMENT OF STATUS OF AFGHAN REFUGEES LIVING IN FLOOD 
AFFECTED DISTRICTS OF PESHAWAR, CHARSADDA, NOWSHERA 

 
   

Total camps affected by floods 5 
Names of camps Khazana, Hajizai, Azakhel, Kheshki, 

Michini 
Total Population 
 

7025 Families 
 

Total families affected 
 

1170 
920 families have taken refuge with their 
relatives but 250 families are homeless 
and living on roadside without proper 
shelter 

Help given by UNHCR Provision of sandbags 
Contingency plan for assistance to 1000 
families 

Mortality  Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzed and prepared by: 
Dr Quaid Saeed 
Wednesday, June 29, 2005 
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ACRONYMS 

 
BQ Black Quarter 

FAO Food And Agriculture Organization 

FMD Foot and Mouth Disease 

HS Hemorrhagic Septicemia 

MINFAL Ministry Of Food, Agriculture And Livestock 

NWFP North West Frontier Province 

PARC Pakistan Agricultural Research Council 

UMB Urea Molasses Block 

UN  United Nation 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. The NWFP crop-livestock damage assessment mission worked in three flood 
affected districts from 2-5 July, 2005. The work was carried out in close 
collaboration with UN agencies and line departments.  

2. A checklist was used to collect information on flood damages to both crop and 
livestock production systems. Data on damages was gathered through contacting 
resource persons and interviewing village communities in groups from different 
flood affected locations. The flood damages information collected by district 
government authorities were also gathered and incorporated in this report. 

3. Mission covered damages in 3 severely affected districts (Nowshera, Peshawar 
and Charsadda) of NWFP. In these calamity hit districts partly and fully damaged 
houses were 2273. The rehabilitation cost of these residential housing was 
estimated Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 100,000 per household. People were shifted to high 
lands or with relative in the same village or at distant safe places. Many roads 
were closed due to flood damages and loss of few bridges towards Warsak dam 
area. 

4. The evacuation of village communities and their household belongings was 
accomplished satisfactorily. Peoples were provided shelter and boats as well as 
tractors trollies are arranged to fulfill emergency evacuations. 

5. In flood affected villages crops are submerged under 4 to 8 ft deep water. Crop 
sector damages include sugarcane (10% to 90%), maize/sorghum (20-60%), 
vegetables (13-75%) and fruit crops (5-15%) in 75 flood effected villages of the 3 
districts of NWFP. Crop land areas are waterlogged over 20 days and there is less 
likelihood that crops will recover from this situation. The initial estimates on crop 
damages would increase further after re-assessing the damages caused to standing 
crops under waterlogged conditions. Majority (50-80%) of the farmers has lost 
their whole crops and will not receive any income from the summer crops. In 
many low lying areas, even next winter crop sowing possibilities are remote under 
severe waterlogged conditions.  

6. The land erosion and silting is also happened and varies in relation to the location 
of land from the river and low lying features. The irrigation infrastructure is badly 
damaged due to silting in wells and damages to lift pumps. The sugarcane 
crushing machines are also under deep water in sugarcane growing areas.  

7. The livestock grazing areas are under water and standing fodder crops are also 
fully damaged. The stored wheat Bhusa (40-75%) resources are also flooded and 
not available to feed animals. In many flood affected areas farmers either rely on 
weeds cutting from sugarcane and vegetable fields and not growing any 
specialized fodder crops.  

8. The livestock is underfed and it is projected that the available feed stuff would be 
fully exhausted within 15 days, even in partially damaged villages. In fully crop 
damaged villages (about 40) the fodder and feed resources availability is minimal 
to non-existent. Fodder prices (Rs 10,000 per acre to Rs. 15,000 per acre) and 
forage prices are increasing sharply (Bhusa from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200 per 40 kg).  

9. The milk surpluses production has reduced due to underfeeding and farmers are 
losing their ability to buy feed supplements for sustaining livestock production. 
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There is immense pressure on affected communities to sell their animals. The 
affected farmers told that they would start selling animals to feed others and to 
meet family needs. At two places farmers reported animal selling (100-220 
animals) under stress. 

10. The milk yield and body weight of the animals reduced (25 to 50% milk and 5-
10% body weight) drastically as a result of under feeding. The value of animals 
reduced from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 35,000 for a buffalo and Rs. 35, 000 to Rs. 25,000 
a cow. Similar trends are for buffalo and cow young stock as well as small 
ruminants. 

11. In many villages farmers reported that 40% of the family members have already 
shifted to big towns to find work as laborers and this will reach to 100% during 
coming days in worse hit areas. 

12. It is estimated that it will take further two months to be able to plough field for 
sowing next winter crops. This projection is based on the assumption that there 
would be no further floods and water will recede in a week time. The 
rehabilitation of land through leveling and irrigation infrastructure re-buildings 
are gigantic and costly tasks (Rs. 10,000 per acre land leveling cost). Farmers 
need help to accomplish rehabilitation of production resources in order to timely 
initiating future production activities.  

13. For livestock rehabilitation feed packs are suggested that includes 10 kg wheat 
bhusa and 2 kg of choker which will cost Rs 65 per animal per day.  

14. To reduce stress on animals one kg pack (Rs. 50 per pack) of mineral mix is 
suggested for improving the vigor of animals against diseases and save these from 
possible abortions due to weaknesses.  

15. The deworming (would cost Rs. 160 per animal) is suggested to save animals 
from liver fluke and other endo-parasite, whose presence is eminent from feeding 
on silted grasses during grazing and drinking contaminated flood water. 

16. Construction of flood safety walls or bunds around the week river banks was 
demanded by all communities. 

17. It is concluded that farming communities of the calamity hit areas of the NWFP 
province were worse hit with heavy floods. The immediate relief measure 
suggested includes feed packs, deworming of animals, reconstruction of irrigation 
infrastructure, compensations to rebuild human and animal housing and input 
supplies through soft loan to plant next crops. 
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A. CROP-LIVESTOCK DAMAGE ASSESSMENT  

1. BACKGROUND 
The FAO Emergency Operations Service (TCEO) fielded a need assessment mission to 
identify the urgent and immediate needs for the recovery of  the agricultural sector and 
elaborate FAO’s response to the emergency due to heavy floods. In Pakistan, the 
National Expert joined the UN Country Team in carrying out an assessment of the crop-
livestock sector needs in the North West Frontier Province. Crop-livestock damage 
assessment work was accomplished in close collaboration with UN agencies and line 
departments. 
Based on the reports of district governments, the government of NWFP declared 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, Swat and Chitral as severely affected districts from 
floods caused by snow rapid melting of glaciers at hills. The period of damages covered 
in this report ranges from June 18 to July 5 2005. The submergence of cropped land and 
water in villages caused heavy damages to productive lands and production infrastructure 
in valleys as well as at high hills. The mission covered Peshawar, Charsadda and 
Nowshera districts to make an assessment of the damages caused by the persistent flow 
of water in between the flood affected villages. 

2. DAMAGES REPORTED BY DISTRICT GOVERNMENTS 
The Revenue Departments of district governments, of NWFP started compiling the 
reported information regarding damages caused by the calamity during June and July. 
These reports which mainly included information on loss of human life, injured persons, 
damages to houses, cropped area damages and perished livestock were daily sent to the 
office of Relief Commissioner NWFP. Based on these reports, the government of NWFP 
declared 5 districts of the province as severely affected districts. The information 
pertaining to damages in three initially damage assessed districts, as reported by district 
governments, is summarized in Table 1. 
Table 1. Damage estimates reported in different districts of NWFP 

District Total 
Villages 
Affected 
(no) 

Cropped 
Area 
Damaged 
(ac) 

Houses 
fully 
collapsed 

Houses 
partially 
damaged 

Nowshera 26 8575 114 1323 
Peshawar 24 1693 200 250 
Charsadda 25 18736 154 232 
All 75 29004 468 1805 

 
Based on the discussions of the FAO mission with residents, district government 
representatives, officials of district departments of agriculture and livestock and NGOs, 
certain parts of these districts were more severely affected. In Noshera district, Noshera 
Kalan, Novakli Kheshki, Kheshki Bala, Aman Garh, Pirpai, Pashtoon gari, Choki Durb, 
Deri Ishaq, Mohib Banda, Banda Sheikh Ismail, Gharo Moman, Jangal, Campkorn and 
Noshera Choki town are the worse affected villages. In District Peshwar Kandar, Mian 
Gujar, Jogani, Shaghali Bala, Shaghai Bala, Shaghi Pian, Nelavi, Takhat Abad, Kandar 
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Landi Daud Zai, Kharaka and Domg Lakhta are the worse affected villages. In Charsadda 
the worse affected villages are Prand Saafar, Parang Sado Kheil, Manzoori, Mizah 
Nisatta, Check Nisatta, Muza Jungle, Dheeri Zardad and Shahi Kulali.  

3. CROP-LIVESTOCK DAMAGE ASSESSMENT BY THE MISSION 

3.1 Damage Assessment Methodology 
The damages caused to crops by heavy floods in the severely affected districts were 
assessed through a using a checklist or semi-structured questionnaires. The mission 
studied the effects of the calamity on crop and livestock production in the affected areas. 
Upon arrival in an affected district, the mission arranged briefing sessions with the 
district government representatives and officials of district departments of agriculture and 
livestock in order to know the overall situation resulting from the calamity in that district 
and specific parts of the district that were more severely affected. Depending upon 
accessibility by road, three locations (villages) were randomly selected in each district. 
The list of locations surveyed by the mission in order to carry out damage assessment is 
given in Table 2. 
Table 2. List of Locations Visited by the Mission in the Affected Districts 
Name of the District Name of the Location 
Nowshera Pirsbaq, Misalabad, Mian Keli, Sheheed Abad, Shaikh Abad, Hassan Abad 

and Monin Ghari 
Peshwar Batian, Laj Barkala, Mian Gujar, Nelavi and Takahat Abad 
Charsada Jango Korna, Jangal Korna, Awan Abad,Shabra and Sarwani 
At each location, general information about the nature of the calamity, total human 
population, total number of households, livelihood status of households, total cultivated 
land, contribution of different agriculture production activities and off-farm income in 
livelihood was gathered. Residents of the village, representatives of the local government 
(DCOs, Tehsildar) and District Officers of the agricultural and livestock departments 
were interviewed to complete the damage assessment checklist. The specific areas of 
crops damages assessment includes: (a) loss of agriculture machinery; (b) family food 
resources scarcity; (c) loss or degradation of land resources; (d) nature and value of losses 
to crops and fruit orchards; (e) priority areas of rehabilitation; (f) losses to irrigation 
resource base; (g) erosion of crop and rangelands; and (f) renewal of production 
processes and development of productive infrastructure.  
Damages to livestock and livestock feed resources was assessed through collecting a 
systematic information on (a) total livestock population at location (buffalo, cattle, sheep, 
goats, equine, other animals); (b) livestock mortality if any; (c) causes of animals 
mortality; (d) future threats of disease epidemics; (e) monetary value of  livestock losses; 
(f) veterinary facilities available at the location during the calamity period; (g) 
quantitative loss of feed resources at location; (h) value of lost/damaged feed resources at 
location; (i) damages to animal housing facilities; (j) effect on daily milk yield of 
lactating animals; (k) effect on growth rate/weight gain of meat animals and (l) 
suggestions for rehabilitation of livestock production at location. 
The information collected at the location(s) was aggregated for the whole village in 
proportion with the total human population, cultivated area, area allocation to different 
crops and orchards and total species wise and age wise estimated population of livestock 
maintained in the district.  
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3.2 Crops Sector Damages 

3.2.1 Estimated Damages in Nowshera District 
Area of sugarcane, maize/sorghum, vegetables, melon fruit, orchards and agro-forestry 
crops damaged in Nowshera district by flood water are given in Table 3.  Severe damages 
are estimated for all standing crops as these were submerged under water or water is 
standing in root zones for more than two weeks. Total cropped area damaged per affected 
villages ranges between 20% to 100% at three surveyed locations. The crops damaged 
comprises sugarcane 10% at all three locations and  maize/sorghum as fodder or grain 
crops 20-65% at two locations. Vegetable and fruit crops sowing varies at different 
locations. High value crops are sown more in the eastern and western parts of the district 
and the middle part is confine to fodder crops. The Nowshera Kalan area is heavily 
flooded and damages to fodder crops are colossal, leaving severe hardships for animal 
production. Value of damages in terms of rupees is in millions and varies in relation to 
area affected and types of crops sown in the area. Damages per household estimated for 
Pirsabaq area is higher than other two locations due to difference in size of holding and 
value of damages. The damage to area is underestimated to ana extent of 7-8 time at 
locations. The reason perhaps is that water is still standing in the field and according to 
farmers perceptions there is less likelihood that crops would survive under severe 
waterlogged conditions.    
Table 3. Crop Sector Damage Assessment in Noshera District 
Particular Pirsabaq Shalakhel Ghari Momin 
Total Households 3000 300 500 
Total cropped area (ac) 10000 625 800 
% area damaged 20 100 81 
Sugarcane (%) 10 10 10 
Maize/Sorghum(%) 20 65 0 
Vegetables/fruits(%) 70 25 75 
Orchards(%) 0 0 15 
Damage value (million) 117 24 51 
Damage per household 195000 79687.5 101088 
Difference in damage area 
estimates 

7 0 8 

3.2.2 Estimated Damages in Peshawar  District 
Crops area and value of damages in Peshawar district are given in Table 4.  Total cropped 
area damaged per affected villages ranges between 62% to 100% at three surveyed 
locations. Peshawar is predominantly sugarcane growing area with a smaller proportion 
of maize or sorghum planted as fodder crops. Majority of the farmers does not grow 
specialized fodder crops. Mostly fodder is intercropped in sugarcane crop and weeds are 
picked from sugarcane and fed to the animals. The crops damaged comprises sugarcane 
85-100% at all three locations and  maize/sorghum as fodder or grain crops 1%-5% at 
two locations. Vegetable and fruit crops sowing found only at one location which is 
situated near Peshawar city. Damages per household estimated for Pirsabaq area is higher 
than other two locations due to difference in size of holding and value of damages. Again 
damages are either under-reported or not reported in the district.  
Table 4. Crop Sector Damage Assessment in Peshawar District 
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Particular Nelavi Batian Mian Gujar 
Total Households 400 500 1500 
Total cropped area (ac) 1500 400 2000 
% area damaged 100% 62% 80% 
Sugarcane (%) 99 100 85 
Maize/Sorghum(%) 1 0 5 
Vegetables/fruits(%) 0 0 10 
Orchards(%) 0 0 0 
Damage value (million) 67 11 74 
Damage per household 168000 22320 49600 
Difference (times more) Not reported 8 7 

3.2.3 Estimated Damages in Charsadda District 
Crops area and value of damages in Charsadda district are given in Table 5.  Total 
cropped area damaged per affected villages ranges between 62% to 100% at two 
surveyed locations. The second locations represent about 75% damages happened in the 
flood affected villages of Charsadda district.  
The crops combination grown in upper part of Charsadda district includes sugarcane, 
maize and forest plantations. The maize/sorghum fodder crop was planted in the river 
beds and fully damaged in the affected villages. However, the uplands of these villages 
are less affected and provide a breathing space uder severe flood situation. However, the 
fodder resources of these villages are depleted badly and farmers would not be able 
sustain more than a month top adequately feed their livestock.  
The Jangi Korna area represent the middle and lower part of Charsada dostrict connected 
to the Peshawar and Nowshera districts. The damages in these villages are colossal and 
both cash and fodder crops are badly damaged. In these areas 50% additional damages 
are estimated because of the persistent waterlogged situations prevailing in the area. The 
total damages to crop sector are in millions and  Jaqngi Korna area farmers suffered more 
due to complete area damages and relatively larger size of holdings. Tenant farming is a 
predominant feature of these villages as size of holding is very small and vast area is 
owned by few large farmers. 
Table 5. Crop Sector Damage Assessment in Charsadda 

Particular Sarwan Jangi Korna and 
Shabra 

Total Households 350 590 
Total cropped area (ac) 500 2000 
% area damaged 60% 100% 
Sugarcane (%) 60 90 
Maize/Sorghum(%) 20 5 
Vegetables/fruits(%) 10 0 
Forest (%) 10 5 
Damage value (million) 16 98 
Damage per household 45429 165254 
Difference (times more) 50% 50% 
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3.2.4 Hardships in Initiating Further Production Activities 
Apart from the above-quantified damages it is expected that the farmers will loose further 
in relation to expected difficulties in the timely planting of next season crops. In the low 
lying areas where severe waterlogged situation is prevailing, there is less likelihood that 
farmers would be able to plant winter season crops. The submerged uplands of the 
affected villages will recover after water receding, but would require rehabilitation of 
irrigation infrastructure. The water channels and wells are silted with the flood water. At 
the same time the peter engines installed in wells for water lifting are also damaged in the 
central part of Noshera district specifically. The flash floods at certain locations of the 
flood affected villages also eroded lands and fertile surface is replaced with the sand and 
stones, particularly beside river banks.This situation demand special measure to rescue 
affected communities through supporting them to take measures for the rehabilitation of 
productive land resources and in rebuilding irrigation infrastructure. Farmers could also 
be supported to initiate production processes on lands recovering from flood damages in 
terms of land preparation, supply of seeds and other vital inputs.        

3.3 Livestock Sector Damages 

3.3.1 Livestock Mortality 
Livestock population is 4 time more in Peshawar than other two districts. About 25 
percent livestock is affected due to pressure on fodder and forage resources. The 
maximum number of livestock is affected in villages situated right on the river banks.  
Mortality of livestock is reported at few locations and animals deaths reported by 
livestock department are 30 in number. These animals mainly washed away due to flash 
floods.   

3.3.2 Fodder and Feed Resources Damages 
Village communities were able to shift their belongings with the help of rescue efforts of 
districts government departments and army. The stored feed resources were not moved 
effectively from the flood affected areas. Only forage resources stored at high land are 
safe and rest is submerged in water (Table 6). These feed reserves are either difficult to 
get a hold of or completely wasted because of continuous soaking under flood conditions. 
Table 6. Damages to livestock sector in flood affected districts of NWFP 
Particular Nowshera Peshawar Charsadda 
Total Livestock (no) 4,22,077 11,58,309 3,50,762 
Livestock Affected 63,311 1,73,746 52,614 
Milk loss 30-50% 20-50% 10-50% 
Body weight loss 5-10% 10-15% 5-10% 
Bhusa Losses (Bhusara) 75% 65% 40% 
Estimated production loss (Rs. 
Millions) 

23 73 19 

Animal selling Started Started Not yet 
Increase in Bhusa price Rs.100-200/40kg 
Range lands Damaged Damaged Damaged 
Maize/Sorghum fodder Increase price (Rs 10,000 to 15,000 per ac & 

not available) 
Beside damage to regular fodder crops and stored forages, the rangelands are also badly 
affected and are no more available for grazing. The weeds picked from sugarcane crop 
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are also not available due to waterlogged situations. Even in the adjoining villages less or 
not affected with floods the feed resources are either not available or available at 
exorbitantly higher prices. The wheat bhusa price prevailing at assessment time was Rs. 
200 per kg than Rs. 100 before floods. Similarly, maize and sorghum fodder crops prices 
increased from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 15,000 per acre during calamity period.    

3.3.3 Animal productivity Losses and Forced selling 
The major losses in livestock are in terms of productivity loss, weight loss, animal sheds 
loss and loss of fodder crops and stored wheat bhusa. Milk losses reported are 10-50% 
depending on the stress on feed resources availabilities. Similarly body weight loss is 
estimated 5-15% (Table 6).  
The stress on animals is enormous and as a result animal selling has already been started 
in flood affected area. Due to weight loss and reduction in milk yield animal value 
drastically reduced and value of a buffalo worth Rs. 50,000 reduced to Rs. 35,000. 
Similarly a the value of a lactating cow reduced from Rs. 35,000 to Rs. 25,000. Farmers 
can not afford to buy costly feed as milk surpluses are reduced. As the capacity of the 
farmers have reduced to buy feeds, as a result farmers would be continuously selling 
animals one by one to cope with the family food and animal feed requirements.  

3.3.4 Damages to Animal Housing 
Animal sheds are situated beside living houses and are also damaged due flooding of 
about 75 villages in four districts. Beside the rehabilitation of human houses, animal 
housing also require repairs and reconstruction in case of complete demolition. The cost 
to animal sheds reconstruction is estimated in the range of Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 30,000 for 
semi ‘pucca’  animal housings.  

4. MAIN FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
The mountainous areas were worse hit by snow and rain during winter and plains of 
NWFP during summer. Heavy snow fall at hills during winter followed by sudden rise in 
temperature during June caused high floods in NWFP. About 75 villages by now are 
partly or fully affected with flood waters. The rescue efforts of the district governments 
and army helped people to evacuate timely along with stored food grains and other assets. 
However, irrigation infrastructure and land resources are either silted or eroded due to 
flash floods. The stored forage reserves, stacked in low lying areas particularly, are also 
badly damaged due to persistent flooding. The standing sugarcane, vegetables, melons, 
orchards and forest trees were also damaged due to the prolonged (15-22 days so far) 
presence of water  in the fields. The chances of harvesting summer crops are already 
remote and prospects to grow next winter crops would still be rare. The livestock as main 
sources of family subsistence are under great stress due to feed and forage shortages. 
Non-affordability to buy costly inputs is another factor behind animal underfeeding.  
Animals are becoming weaker and farmers are also compelled to sell these precious 
resources at lower prices. The rehabilitation efforts are suggested to be geared up for the 
sustenance of the affected communities with different short-term and long-term coping 
strategies.  
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4.1 Immediate Relief Measures Required  
The village communities have different access to food grains. Wheat is planted in 
different cropping systems to secure food security. About 40% household are deficit in 
food grains in varying degree and majority of them earning their livelihood through 
seasonal or casual employments of farm and off-farm nature. Beside food grains, 
majority of the flood affected household has low to no purchasing power in the wake of 
damages to the sources of livelihood including crops and livestock sectors. This segment 
of the flood affected communities requires immediate help for providing food packs of 
essentials.   
Fodder and forage resources availabilities are scarce and costly. Animal feed packs 
comprising 10 kg Bhusa, 2kg choker/animal per day that would cost Rs. 64 is 
recommended to be provided to the very poor and worse hit strata of affected 
communities. Number of such communities worse hit with floods with no access to 
fodder and feed resources is less than thirty villages in three districts. Planned efforts to 
protect these vulnerable communities are suggested to be taken on priority basis.  
Vaccination against Hemorrhagic Septicemia in progress in the flood affected areas. The 
More resources required to be channelized for broader coverage of the animals against 
infectious diseases like HS. The livestock department does not have the required financial 
resources to perform deworming (cost Rs. 120/animal) against  liver fluke and  
Enterotoxaemia. The attack of these diseases is inevitable due to grazing on silted 
plantation and drinking contaminated flood water by animals.  Mineral mix use is 
suggested (1kg cost Rs. 50 per animal) to improve vigour ofanimals and reduce chances 
of abortions among pregnant animals. 
Fodder crops re-sowing on available uplands or land recovering after water receding is 
suggested to build capacity among farmers to get self-reliance in fodder production as 
early as possible. 

4.2 Actions Required for Long- term Rehabilitation 
Reconstruction of Irrigation infrastructure silted with floods is required immediately. 
Provision of technical back-up and material support is suggested to be provided to repair 
damaged production infrastructure. The compensation in the form of grants could be 
decided with the affected communities on participatory principals. 
The damages to the human and animal housing was assessed for full and partial damages 
and finances involved in the repair of such housing. The repair cost of human housing 
ranges between Rs.50,000 to Rs. 100,000. For animal housing these costs are in the range 
of Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 30,000. In severely affected areas, appropriate relief measures are 
suggested to rehabilitate the damage housing through deciding compensation on the basis 
of severity of damage and economic conditions of the affected communities.  
Damages to summer crops including sugarcane, maize, fruits orchards and agro-forestry 
would hamper future production activities during winter 2005-06. The financial resources 
required to purchases seeds and fertilizer are badly needed by the affected farming 
communities. The supply of these vital inputs should be ensured to help farmers to 
accomplish future production activities.  
The following  measure would provide foundations to rehabilitate the crops, orchards and 
livestock based production systems of the flood hit areas of NWFP. 

1. Construction of protection walls/bunds beside river banks was frequently asked 
during damage assessment exercise. Farming communities well aware with the 
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week points at the riverbanks and asked for technical and financial support to 
build retention walls of various sizes.  

2. Improvement in drainage from villages and lands would be needed in the short-
term and long-term as well. After floodwater receding, it would be possible to 
earmark localities that need support to drain water either from villages or 
agricultural lands. The rangelands would also be targeted to achieve animal feed 
requirements goals.  

3. Compensation for the re-construction of human and animal housing is already 
recommended before the start of coming winter season. 

4. Rehabilitation of eroded and silted lands in worse hit areas is further suggested to 
help poor communities start production processes. 

5. Rehabilitation of irrigation channels, wells and lift pumps is suggested which 
would cost betweeh Rs. 5000 to Rs. 30,000 depending upon the extent of 
damages. 

6. Provision of essential inputs and soft loans for next crop production season is 
another important measure to bring back normalcy in life of the village 
inhabitants directly or indirectly involved in farming. 

7. The livestock in flood affected areas had suffered a lot due to severe shortages in 
feed and forage resources. The supply situation of wheat straw in the area would 
remain scarce during the whole coming season due to damages of stored forages. 
The production and sustained year-around supply of multi-nutrient Urea 
Molasses Blocks (UMBs) and mineral mixes to the affected areas is suggested at 
cheaper rates. Special arrangements should be made to augment supply of wheat 
straw in local markets of affected districts at no profit no loss basis. 

8. Livestock resources in the affected districts are at a high risk of infectious 
diseases. Establishment of mobile veterinary teams at the union council level is 
urgently required to provide maximum vaccination and deworming cover to 
livestock against FMD, HS, BQ and  Entertoxaemia. Provision of good quality 
deworming drugs is further suggested to livestock farmers of the affected areas at 
cheaper prices. 

9. Distribution of genetically superior rams and bucks to small ruminant farmers of 
the area would be an initial step to achieve long-term breed improvement goals. 

 
FAO is looking forward to have further advice from the partners from government, 
donors and development agencies to proceed further to initiate rehabilitation processes in 
flood affected areas of NWFP. 
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Annex-E 
 

Up-date on Flood Affected Refugee Villages in NWFP 
 
Background: 
 
This information has been prepared subsequent to UNDMT meeting on July 7, 
2005 at UNDP in Islamabad to provide the up-dated information on flood affected 
refugee villages in Peshawar Province based upon the field visits and 
assessment carried-out on the ground by UNHCR field staff members in 
coordination with refugee and local government representatives.  
   

Population Figure and Shelter Status 
 
Camp Location 

Number of 
Families 

Estimated 
Number of 
Affected 
Families 

Estimated 
Number of 
Damaged 
Houses 
(Fully) 

Estimated 
Number of 
Damaged 
Houses 
(Partially) 

Khazana 1,855 776 534 242
Hajizai 755 336 216 120
Naguman 786 0 0 0
Khurasan 2,047 0 0 0
Michini  145 2 2 0
Azakhel  3,870 N/A0 N/A0 N/A
Kheski 400 0 0 0

Total: 9,858 1,112 750 1,164
  
 
The refugee houses in the camps are basically the mud houses with small 
compound walls. In an average each refugee house contains three rooms.  The 
estimated cost for the construction of each room is about Pak. Rs.10, 000.  The 
estimated cost for the reconstruction of each fully damaged house will be around 
Pak.Rs.30, 000 to Pak.Rs.40, 000.  The reconstruction cost for partially damaged 
house may vary from Pak.Rs.5, 000 to Pak.Rs.20, 000 depending upon the scale 
of damage of each house.  The refugee houses in general are very basic in 
comparison to the houses of the local population.  Therefore, the same theory 
would not apply while making the comparison to measure cost estimate for the 
scale of damage or reconstruction of the houses of refugee and locals.  
  
Khazana Camp    
 
General Flood situation: The water level in adjoining river stream has started 
declining.  Refugees are using wooden bridge to go inside the camp but most 
parts of the camp had become inaccessible few days ago. No death and/or 
casualties have been reported so far.  In some accessible areas in the camp, 
refugees have started bringing their luggage and house holds.  They have also 
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started construction of partially damaged houses.  However, houses in some of 
the areas of the camp are still inaccessible due to water deposits.  
 
Displaced Refugees: Around 280 families who had been assisted by Al Rashid 
Charity sheltered in 70 tents in Charsadda road on the river bank (land owned by 
02 local Pakistani residents still continue to be there as of July 9, 2005. These 
temporarily accommodated refugees have settled their women and minor children 
in the nearby other villages through their community network to observe Purdah 
and the male and other male children are sharing the tents. In an average, one 
tent is shared by four families. 
 
These displaced refugees have an access to potable water/ shallow well /hand 
pump and had received one- time food assistance from AL Rashid Trust as 
follows:  
Wheat flour 20 Kg per family 
Sugar    2 Kg  -do-  
Edible oil 2.5 Kg  -do- 
Pulses  2.o Kg  -do- 
Tea  0.5 Kg  -do- 
 
Water/Sanitation:  Due to high floods, the chances of contamination of potable 
water sources/shallow wells is quite high. There is a need for water quality 
testing. UNHCR implementing partners, DACAAR and BEST, will be requested to 
visit the site for taking necessary action on this matter and report back. 
  
Health:  The Union Aid for Afghan Refugees (UAAR) / Health IP has temporarily 
shifted to a private place/ a portion of a refugee’s house after UAAR’s own BHU 
as the building in the camp became inaccessible due to floods. The BHU is 
operational but faces shortage of space and proper shelter for the refugee 
patients/staff. Tents will be provided for temporary arrangement if needed in 
consultation with UAAR management. 
 
The Medical Officer reported an increase by about 20% in waterborne diseases 
like diarrhoea/dysentery since the flood affected the camp.  
 
Livestock Health Centre:  The centre is operational and works under the 
supervision of live stock department, Govt of NWFP for looking after the livestock 
health care needs. It is located next to the Refugee Village Administrator’s 
(RVA's) office. 
 
Community Services:  The District Coordinator and the Social Animators has 
mobilized the local community for collection of joint fund /contribution in kind for 
protecting the camp from ongoing floods. A total of 10,000 sand bags were 
arranged through this fund by Khazana Islahi/ welfare Committee. An additional 
2000 bags were provided by UNHCR to the DA/CAR for protecting the camp from 
flood water. 
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Naguman Camp  
 
General Flood situation:   The camp is under threat if the flood water would 
increase from nearby river. No camp residents have been displaced so far.  
 
Community Services:   The community has worked on putting sand/mud bags 
on the river bank to strengthen the river bank against the on-going flood.  A total 
of 20,000 bags were used on the river bank in an emergency situation through the 
community’s self initiatives. The camp did not receive any support from UNHCR 
so far. 
 
Water/Sanitation:  The existing potable water sources are intact and operational. 
Since the camp is situated on a swampy area the sewerage system is very poor 
and could easily contaminate the drinking water. 
 
Health: The UAAR /Health IP have a mobile health centre in the camp. It 
provides mobile services from Peshawar three days a week. It was observed from 
the OPD records that skin problems, dysentery and diarrhoea have increased 
since few weeks ago.  
 
Hajizai Camp 
 
General Flood Situation: The camp has been under threat from the adjacent 
Kabul River. Most of the houses affected by floods were evacuated by refugees 
and had been taking temporary shelter with other families else where.  No 
casualties and/or death were reported.  
 
Social Services:  The camp community has fortified the river bank with the help 
of 35,000 sand/mud bags. It included a total of 10,000 bags provided by Irrigation 
department, GONWFP and another 2,000 bags from UNHCR. The irrigation 
Department, Govt of NWFP has also started building the river bank with rocks 
protection walls against the floods.  The boundary walls and three classrooms of 
primary school building managed by BEFARe under UNHCR financial support 
have been collapsed due to flood.  
 
Water/Sanitation:  The existing potable water sources seem to be contaminated 
in areas severely affected.  DA/CAR and BEST will be requested to take 
necessary action. 
 
Health: The UAAR /Health IP have a mobile health centre in the camp. It 
provides mobile services from Peshawar three days a week. It has been noted 
from the OPD records that skin problems, dysentery and diarrhoea have 
increased since few weeks ago. 
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Khurasan Camp 
 
General Situation:  This camp is not affected by floods. The affected refugees at 
Khazana were given an option to relocate to an identified school in Khurasan 
having 16 classrooms and a large compound. The displaced refugee families did 
not consider their temporary relocation to this camp and preferred to stay where 
they were and wait for decreasing of flood water level.  
 
Michni Camp 
 
General Flood Situation:  The camp is accessible from Warsak road. On 6th 
July, the old bridge between Peshawar and Mohmand Agency near Michni check 
post was totally collapsed and washed away causing more water towards 
refugees’ camp.  The UNHCR provided 700 sand bags were used by refugees to 
protect floods to some extent and had been useful.  The camp is on the right side 
of the main river. Two families affected by the flood are taking temporary 
accommodation in an abandoned school in the camp where they also access to 
potable water and electricity.  No significant assistance interventions required. 
 
Kheshki Camp 
 
General Situation:  The water level in river is decreasing in the area but one 
portion of the camp is still surrounded by water.  The refugees have made 
protection walls with mud and pieces of trees that has protected the flood water to 
enter. No houses are damaged or collapsed so far.   
 
Water/Sanitation:  DA/CAR and BEST will be requested to take necessary action 
to examine the status of existing potable water sources. 
 
Health:  In the local village of Kheshki, BHU is providing health services along 
with vaccination.  Refugees can go to that BHU once water level will fully be 
reduced otherwise it is very difficult to go in water and muddy road. 
 
Azakhel Camp 
 
General Situation:  Water level is decreasing but in some portion of the camp 
some 2 feet of water could still be seen causing difficulties to find-out how many 
houses are completely or partially damaged.  No casualties have been reported 
so far.  The refugees of this camp are comparatively well off and can manage 
themselves if anything happened. 
 
Water/Sanitation:  DA/CAR and BEST will be requested to take necessary action 
to examine the status of existing potable water sources. 
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Health:  The building of UAAR’s BHU is flooded with water but UAAR is providing 
health services through another BHU in the end of Azakhel camp.  
 
  
Recommendations for possible intervention/support: 
 
 
Health:  The general health situation seems to be under control.  At any rate 
intervention with respect to fumigation of the area to have control over malaria 
seems to be very pertinent.  Therefore, it is requested to UNDMT to take note and 
include this need in flood affected refugee areas as well.  
 
Water and Sanitation:  Considering possible after flood implications with respect 
to water and sanitation, UNDMT is requested to include flood affected refugee 
areas as well in the plan for after flood initiatives for prevention of water born 
diseases.  
 
Food: Taking the note of damaged refugee houses and the amount the refugee 
families have to borne for the reconstruction of their houses (a large majority of 
the refugees are meeting their hand to mouth from daily labour work and they 
would not be able to go to work while constructing their houses), it is highly 
recommended that one time food assistance to needy of the neediest refugee 
families is provided by WFP to support the reconstruction of shelters.   
 
 
Prepared: UNHCR 

Sub-Office Peshawar 
10/07/2005 
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Annex-F 
 

EMERGENCY ASSESSMENT/SITUATIONAL REPORT FOR LAYYAH 
OXFAM GB, PAKISTAN PROGRAMME 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Oxfam GB with the assistance of Doaba Foundation (Partner Organization in PKN509) 
undertook a joint assessment from July 4 to 6, 2005 in district Layyah, South Punjab, 
Pakistan after high floods in Indus River. District Layyah lies between 30-45 to 31-24 
north latitudes and 70-44 to 71-50 east longitude. It consists of a semi rectangular block 
of sandy land between the Indus and Chenab rivers in Sindh sagar Doaba. Total area of 
the district is 6291 square kilometres divided into three-sub division of Layyah, Karor Lal 
Esan and Chaubarar with 722 revenue estates. 
 
District Layyah has a population of 1,120,951 (1998 census reports) and has a 51% male 
population and 49 % women.     
 
The team consisted of Iqbal Bano (Intern Social Organizer, Doaba), Iftikhar A. Khalid (Deputy 
Country Representative, Oxfam GB, Pakistan Programme) and Umair Hasan (Programme 
Coordinator Humanitarian, Oxfam GB, Pakistan Programme). 
 
The team visited the riverbank near Basti Dalo Nashaib and Sumra Nashaib, Flood relief 
camp near the Layyah city in a Government building and met with Government and 
military officials.  
 
Based on field visit and discussions with displaced families, people in relief camps, relief 
workers and Government officials the team has suggested: (1) distribution of food items 
to worst affected families still stranded in their houses in flooded area for one month (the 
number may increase as we could not verify them due to limited access because of flood 
water), (2) distribution of hygiene material to worst affected families still stranded in 
their households, (3) Construction of latrines in relief camps along with latrine 
maintenance and soap distribution, (4) Provision of drinking water to worst affected 
families stranded in their houses in flooded area, and (5) providing Musafa (water 
purifier) for drinking water purification. Additionally after the re assessment of the 
flooded area livestock fodder will also be considered. 
 
PART 1 - SITUATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Type of Disaster: 
 
Heavy snowfall in the mountain areas and glacier movements resulted in heavy floods in 
river Indus which caused destruction of houses, agriculture fields and other infrastructure 
besides killing women, children and men. Some local people also mentioned that 
unplanned release from Tarbala Dam also caused heavy water flow in Indus.  
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Before floods, erosion of agriculture lands due to Indus water was wide spread and 
government had paid no attention. When water levels increased in the river, the eroded 
banks contributed in increasing its impact. Moreover, no one had paid attention to the 
embankments for the last 12 years. At some places, people also started cultivating at the 
embankments. As a result, embankment was weak at number of places. At the time of our 
visit, embankment had just washed away and army men were making effort to fill the 
gap. The press also gave coverage to the breach. For more details, please visit: 
 
http://pakistantimes.net/2005/07/06/top3.htm 
 
The disaster seems to be part of “abnormal” climate changes in Pakistan during the recent 
years. 
 
Date and time: 
The water in Indus started raising on Saturday, July 2, 2005 at Layyah and at the time of 
our visit, people were anticipating more water in the river. 
 
Affected areas: 
 
The Indus is a large, complex and backbone river of Pakistan. In fact, Pakistani society traces its 
relationship with South Asian land through Indus Valley civilization. Post September scenario has 
also faced the official media and government to look for cultural roots in Indus Valley civilization 
(instead of seeing Pakistan in “Pan Islamic” mode of thinking!). Indus is the identity, main 
economic engine and a landmark that connects diversified cultures in Pakistani identity.  
The source of the Indus River is Singikabab (5165 m altitude), near the Mansarover Lake in Tibet.  
This lake is also the source for the other major tributary of the Indus, the River Sutlej.  It is 2900 
km. long and flows through the Himalayas and the Punjab before entering Pakistan.  
The Indus is prone to flooding in the summer. This can be dangerous to human settlement. These 
floods are unpredictable as they do not strike everywhere at the same time or even the same 
year. The banks of the river are unstable due to erosion and during floods they can collapse 
leading to the destruction of settlements located on the banks. The silt left after the floods have 
receded is extraordinarily fertile.  The soft rich earth is used for agriculture with a high productivity 
yield. The river is navigable only in certain parts of its course and only during the low water 
period. 

In Punjab it enters in Mianwali and then to Layyah. It has affected people living with in 
the riverbanks of District Layyah. According to the 1998 census reports the total 
Population of the Affected area is nearly 225,000 and average population of the each 
union council is 20-25 thousands. Names of Union Councils Affected by the flood is as 
following: 
 

1. Varha Seerha 
2. Baseera 
3. Sahwala 
4. Shadookhan 
5. Kotla Haji Shah 
6. Lohanch Nasheb 
7. Jhakhar 
8. Bhakri Ahmad Khan 
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9. Jamman Shah 
10. Dhaith Dasanwan Shamali 

 
Number of dead (approximate): 
 
There were not reports of any human or livestock deaths. People were warned well before 
the flood by the Government machinery and water came in very slowly.  
 
PART 2 – SEARCH AND RESCUE 
 
Search and rescue operation is going on in the Layyah at this moment. Pak Army with its 
boats and men power are rescuing people from the area to the safer places. Some strong 
and influential families are also assisting their tenants to be rescued along with their 
families and belongings.  
 
Government was proactive in warning the communities however response was very late 
from the communities. According to the rescued people there are approximately 50% to 
70% families more in the area stranded in their homes. 
 
PART 3 – EVACUATION/DISPLACEMENT OF PEOPLE 
 
The displaced communities are living in three different places. Some families are living 
with their relatives in the Layyah city this also include people who are working as tenants 
on big land owners, these families were able to get their belongings and animals to the 
safer places. Secondly some families are sitting at the riverbank waiting for water to 
recede, however number of these families will kept on changing as people waiting to 
make a decision either to go to city or go back to home. Thirdly the poor people have 
taken shelter in the flood relief camps in Government buildings, which are mostly 
schools.   
 
Lastly people who are most vulnerable are still sitting in their homes, as they have 
nowhere to go. They feel safe at their houses and waiting for water to receded which will 
take at least 45 to 60 days to recede. 
 
 
 
PART 4 – PROTECTION/HARASSMENT OF PEOPLE 
 
People living in relief camps may face protection or harassment issues. People living with 
their relatives now will move either to their homes depending on flood situation or will 
come to the relief camps. This may worsen the protection situation in the camps. 
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PART 5 – HEALTH AND MEDICAL 
 
Currently there were no health issues however with stranded water and people living 
together may cause any disease outbreak such as diarrhoea, cholera and others. The 
women and children will be most vulnerable to these diseases. 
 
Government has set up medical camps on the riverbanks and in relief camps however 
they don’t have sufficient medicines. People still living in the their houses in the flooded 
area does not have access to any medical facilities at this moment.  
 
One of the women the team met was having skin allergy and facing difficulty in eating 
any thing.   
     
PART 6 – SHELTER AND CLOTHING 
 
Twenty eight (28) villages have been flooded and most of the houses are kacha houses. Though 
people use to construct their houses on raised platform however water was expected to raise in 
the affected area, which may cause damages to houses. The women and men were more 
concerned about other needs such as shelter in the city, food for human beings and fodder for 
livestock and other non-food items.  
 
One of the families elder said that women have only one suit, which they were wearing at that 
time. The cloths were wet while crossing the water. 
 
 
PART 7 – FOOD 
 

Access and food availability in the local markets 
 
Layyah has a big food market and it has strong trade ties with Multan (approx. 120 Km) 
and Faisalabad (approx. 160 Km). Chowk Azam (20 Km) is the main connection point 
between Layyah and other cities and it also acts as the market hub for the District. Food 
is easily available in the market.  
 
The people living in the affected are were able to harvest their wheat crops before the 
floods therefore they have grains, however currently they were facing difficulty in 
grinding the grains. People keep their grains for long time and grind them on need basis.   
 
Economic mainstay in this area is livestock and agriculture. According to the reports 
people of the affected sell 150,000 litres of milk to the package dealers (mainly Nestle), 
which shows their economic strength. The affected families, which have moved to their 
relatives or left for Thal (the desert area) have purchasing power to last emergency period 
however people living in camps or stranded in their homes are the most vulnerable and 
would need support in terms of food assistance.  
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The assessment team did not see any food (cooked or non cooked) food however some 
people informed that philanthropists and other individuals are coming from the city for 
distribution of cooked and non cooked food. The Government also advised to distribute 
cooked food to the people sitting on the riverbanks.  
 

Livestock Fodder 
 
Livestock is the mainstay of the people of this area. Almost all of the people have small 
and big livestock. The people who were able to move their livestock also brought some of 
the fodder for their livestock. Tenants of the landlords in the affected area moved to the 
Thal area where their landlords have land. This will assist them in getting fodder for their 
livestock.   
 
PART 8 – WATER 
 
In the riverbed area water is available at very short distance and it is sweat. People use 
hand pumps for getting water, which is used for drinking and washing. Due to flood, 
there is a risk of water contamination in the affected area, as people still living in the area 
will be forced to drink the contaminated water. 
 
Water is easily available in the relief camps however there were hardly any people in the 
camps as this moment. With more people coming in the camps there might be a need of 
provision of clean drinking water. 
 
PART 9 – SANITATION 
 
The women and men generally use open spaces for defecation. Though some relatively 
rich families in the area have constructed latrines but their use is limited. In the relief 
camps almost all of the buildings have one latrine or two. With more people coming in 
the camps there would be a critical need of separate latrines for men and women and in 
appropriate number.  
 
There would be a need for providing soap complementing the construction of latrines. 
Regular and short hygiene messages will be important to reinforce the importance of 
clean and safe sanitation environment.  
 
PART 10 – RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
We suggest the following interventions: 
 

(1) Distribution of food items to worst affected families still stranded in their houses 
for one month. The food pack will have rice, lentils, suger, salt and curry powder.  

(2) Provision of cooked food to the families in five relief camps for one week. 
(3) Distribution of hygiene material to worst affected families still stranded in their 

households. The hygiene kit will include soap, Soap dish, nail cutter, sanitary 
clothe, ORS and Lota.   
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(4) Construction of latrines in relief camps along with latrine maintenance and 
hygiene awareness messages.  

(5) Provision of drinking water to worst affected families stranded in their houses and 
in the relief camps if the need be.  

(6) Providing Musafa for drinking water purification to the most affected families 
stranded in their homes and families living in the relief camps. 

(7) Additionally after the re assessment of the flooded area livestock fodder will also 
be considered. 

 
Reported by: 
 
1. Iqbal Bano, Intern Social Organizer, Doaba Foundation 
2. Iftikhar A. Khalid, Deputy Country Representative, Oxfam GB, Pakistan Programme 
3. Umair Hasan, Programme Coordinator Humanitarian, Oxfam GB, Pakistan Programme 
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Appendix 

DATA ON DISTRICT LAYYAH 
 
 

Table 1.Basic Facts 
 

Administrative  
Unit 

Area 
(sq.km) 

Both  
Sexes 

Male Female Sex 
Ratio

Population  
Density 

Urban  
Proportion

Average  
Household 
size 

Layyah Tehsil 1,712 591,042 306,162 284,880 107.5 345 17.9 7.3 
Choubara 
Tehsil 

2,755 161,010 83,664 77,345 108.2 58.4 * 7.6 

Karor Lal Esan 
Tehsil 

1,824 368,899 189,183 179,716 105.3 202.2 10.4 7.3 

Total 6,291 1,120,951 579,009 541,942 106.8 178.2 12.9 7.3 
         

 
 
Table 2. Percentage of households having Access to Safe Drinking Water i.e. Piped 
Water inside/outside the Housing units. 
 

Source  All Areas Rural Urban 
Inside house 90.0 88.7 98.7 
Pipe 5.2 3.7 15.3 
Hand Pump 84.7 84.9 83.2 
Well 0.1 0.1 0.2 
Outside House 10.0 11.3 1.3 
Pipe 0.3 0.3 0.3 
Hand pump 9.1 10.3 0.7 
Well * 0.1 * 
Pond * * * 
Other 0.6 0.6 0.3 

 
 

TABLE 3. PERCENTAGE AVAILABILITY OF LATRINE 
 

Latrine All Areas Rural Urban 
Separate 16.3 9.1 66.1 
Shared 6.2 4.3 19.0 
None 77.5 86.6 14.9 
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Table 3. Occupational Distribution 
 

S.No Occupation All Areas Rural Urban 
1 Lagislators 0.1 0.1 0.3 
2 Professional 4.6 3.3 10.9 
3 Technicians and 

Associate 
Professionals 

2.4 1.9 5.0 

4 Clerks 1.2 0.7 3.7 
5 Service Workers and 

Shop and Market Sales 
Workers 

8.3 6.1 19.8 

6 Skilled Agricultural and 
Fishery Workers 

45.2 52.1 9.2 

7 Craft and Related Trades 
Workers 

4.3 4.0 6.1 

8 Plant and Machine 
Operators and 
Assemblers 

2.7 2.6 3.1 

9 Elementary Occupation 31 29.0 41.8 
10 Armed Forces 0.2 0.2 0.1 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 


