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This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period from 
10 to 16 March 2010.  The next report will be issued within the next two weeks. 
 

 

 
Consistent with the SARCOF seasonal forecast, rainfall over 
the first quarter of 2010 was above average over the 
northern areas of southern Africa.  

Heavy rainfall in Lusaka Province in Zambia prompted the 
temporary relocation of affected households and preceded a 
cholera outbreak. Rainfall across the Zambezi Basin 
catchment area, specifically in northern Zambia and 
northern Mozambique, led to rising water levels and forced 
authorities to increase the discharge of water from the 
Kariba dam in Zambia and the Cahora Bassa dam in 
Mozambique, which has been decreased since. However, 
the initial increase, in addition to localized rainfall, caused 
localized flooding in some areas of Mozambique. Flooding 
has also been reported in parts of Angola and in northern 
Zimbabwe. Moderate Tropical Storm “Hubert” has led to 
flooding in seven districts on the east coast of Madagascar.  
 

According to the Provincial Civil Protection Commission, the eastern province of Moxico has since November 
2009 recorded above average rainfall, causing the destruction of infrastructure such as roads, bridges, 
schools and houses. Flooded rivers throughout the province have submerged agricultural farmland, impeding 
economic and social activity in the province. The affected houses were constructed with poor material, 
exacerbating the damage caused by the floods. 

Flooding in the Angolan Province of Moxico 
Injured Deaths Affected Houses 

destroyed 
Houses 

damaged
Medical 
facilities 

damaged

Schools 
damaged

Bridges 
destroyed 

Farms 
submerged

Churches 
damaged 

11 7 11,505 1,366 574 2 17 24 351 14 
Source: Moxico Province Civil Protection Commission 

Furthermore, in the southern province of Cunene, the number of flood-affected people has risen to 12,000, 
against the previously announced figure of 10,879. An estimated 5,805 children are also at risk of missing the 
school year as a result of the floods, and it has also been reported that an estimated 400 farming fields have 
been destroyed. The Commission added that those affected were receiving food, medicines, blankets, 
mosquito nets, tents and other relief items from local officials. This is the third consecutive year of flooding in 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Both the Kariba dam in Zambia and the Cahora Bassa dam in Mozambique have significantly 
decreased their water discharge, which should lessen the flooding of the Lower Zambezi River and 
its tributaries downstream; 

• Angola has reported flooding in a number of areas, with an estimated 24,000 people affected; 
• Northern Zimbabwe experienced flash floods that destroyed the livelihoods of around 1,775 people.  

 

II. Regional Situation Overview 

III. Angola 
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Tropical Storm “Hubert”, 11 March 2010 

Source: NASA

Cunene Province and the situation now is most precarious in Cuvelai district. 

There have also been reports that around 150 homes were destroyed on 14 March by heavy rains and strong 
winds in Caimbambo in Benguela province. 
 

Between 10 and 12 March, Moderate Tropical Storm 
“Hubert” moved across the eastern coast of 
Madagascar. Seven districts were affected by floods: 
Mananajary, Manakara, Ikongo, Farafangàna, Nosy 
Varija Vohipeno and Ambatondrazaka, of which six 
are located on the south-eastern coast of 
Madagascar and currently unreachable due to the 
destruction of roads and bridges. Heavy rains have 
also caused the flooding of important rivers and of the 
Pangalanes Channel, which is used for transportation 
and fishing. Telecommunication systems were not 
damaged and all airports remain functional.  

Initially, the Malagasy Red Cross reported that a total 
of 11,000 people were displaced, but many have 
since returned to their homes. For example, in the 
district of Mananjary a total of 4,000 people were 
displaced the day after Hubert hit, but according to 
UNICEF, that figure has decreased to 75 people. 
However, according to the Malagasy Red Cross, a total of 28,317 people (6,000 households) across the 
country are expected to experience some hardship in the coming month, especially crop losses, due to the 
effects of “Hubert”. Assessments are currently underway to verify all figures. 

Priority actions have already been undertaken by National Partners and the Humanitarian Country Team. 
Pre-positioned stockpiles, which include shelter materials, food, mosquito nets, medicines and water and 
sanitation kits, have been mobilized. The evacuation of people in certain isolated areas has also been 
undertaken. At a meeting of the National Humanitarian Platform on 13 March it was decided to conduct an 
aerial assessment using Civil Protection Corps aircraft, in addition to the detailed aerial assessment 
conducted by CARE International on 15 March. At the next National Humanitarian Platform meeting on 17 
March the results of these two assessments will be considered. 

 

A preliminary assessment identified 13,000 people who were potentially affected by the localized floods. 
According to the latest briefing from the National Emergency Operations Center (CENOE), a cumulative total 
of about 6,300 people have been relocated to existing “bairros” (villages) in Chemba, Mopeia, Chinde, 
Mutarara, Nhamatanda and Buzi.  The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) is continuing to 
evacuate people from at-risk areas in the isolated islands of the lower Zambezi Basin, especially in Mutarara, 
Mopeia and Marromeu. The Government strategy is not to establish accommodation centres (either transit or 
resettlement) as most of the people being evacuated had been given plots as part of the emergency recovery 
programme in 2007 and 2008.  Multi-sectoral monitoring of the “bairros” is being carried out. 

Impassable roads include those between Tambara-Chimoio, Mutarara-Tete and Luabo-Mopeia, while those 
between Sena-Caia and Tica-Búzi are now passable. Tambara district in Manica Province is still isolated. 
Both access roads have been interrupted, but water levels have been receding. In the districts of 
Nhamatanda and Buzi in Sofala Province, the passage of vehicles is still hampered by floods.  

FEWSNET is reporting that the situation is gradually improving. According to the latest report from the 
National Directorate of Water Affairs (DNA), between 13 and 15 March water levels in Zumbo, Tete, Mutarara 
and Caia in the Zambezi Basin have been decreasing, although they are still above alert level. Exceptions 
include Marromeu at the mouth of Zambezi River, where water levels have been increasing due to the flood 
wave now reaching the area. In the Púnguè basin, water levels are also gradually decreasing, but are still 

IV. Madagascar 

V. Mozambique 
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Zambezi River Water Levels as of 12 March 2010 

Source: Hydrological Services Namibia  

above alert level. The Cahora Bassa dam has decreased its discharge from 4,500m3/s to 3,500m3/s. This will 
improve the flooding situation in the lower Zambezi area. Current level of Cahora Bassa dam is 324.54m, 
against the maximum storage capacity level of 329m. The Kariba Dam in Zambia has also decreased 
discharges from 4,000 m3/s to 2,000 m3/s. 

Since the issuance of an institutional Red Alert on 9 March 2010, daily meetings have been held at CENOE 
with focal points from line ministries, Government institutions and the Humanitarian Clusters, in order to 
provide updates on the situation and response in areas affected by the localized flooding. Coordination 
meetings are also taking place across various clusters to ensure the continued ability of partners to assess 
priority requirements of the Government and provide timely support to areas in need. Humanitarian Country 
Team Working Group meetings are taking place on a weekly basis to update humanitarian partners on the 
current flood situation and to take stock of additional requirements based on the initial rapid assessments and 
information being gathered by the INGC and humanitarian partners in the field. The meetings also continue to 
place focus on the follow-up actions for the 460,000 people affected by drought in southern Mozambique. 

For a more detailed report on the cluster response to the flooding in Mozambique please see the 
Mozambique Flood Preparedness and Response Situation Report No. 2 (dated 13 March), which is available 
on Reliefweb.   
 

 
The high water level in the Zambezi River at 
Chavuma near the Angola-Zambia border is 
subsiding, and has over the past week dropped 
from 9.09m to 7.55m.  Further downstream at 
Katima Mulilo in Namibia, the Zambezi River 
stands at 7.16m, up 7cm since the previous 
day. As the flood wave in the Zambezi River is 
leveling off, it is expected that river levels will 
reach a peak of 7.25m to 7.30m at Katima 
Mulilo in the coming days. For comparison, the 
peaks at Katima in preceding years were 7.26m 
in 2007, 6.11m in 2008, and 7.85 in 2009. New 
rains were reported in the Katima Mulilo area on 
15 March, but these were fairly localized and 
not primarily in the upstream catchment area.  

There are reports of flooding of some villages in the Caprivi region. WHO reports that four clinics can currently 
only be reached by boat or by crossing through Botswana or Zambia. However, these clinics continue to be 
functional. If water levels continue to rise, there may be a need to establish more relocation camps in addition 
to those established in the region during the 2009 floods. The situation is being closely monitored.    

The flows in the Cuvelai Oshanas in northern Namibia are subsiding slightly. Satellite monitoring indicates 
that upstream flows were still rising in Ondjiva over the last few days, but this is not a cause for major concern 
at the moment. The Kavango River is rising again at Rundu, and the situation is being monitored.  
 

The period between 11 February and 10 March saw an increase in rainfall activity over the country, mainly in 
Southern Province (Sinazongwe, Livingstone and Gwembe districts). This led to a faster than expected 
increase in the water levels of the Kariba Dam. On 7 March, the water levels in Lake Kariba were 75 percent 
full. This has compelled the Zambia River Authority to open the flood gates on 9 March. Since then, the 
discharge from the Kariba dam has been decreased from 4,000 m3/s to 2,000 m3/s.  

According to the rainfall forecast from Zambia Meteorological Department, rainfall activities will gradually start 
decreasing in Southern Province over the next few days, followed by a likelihood of increased rainfall 
activities in most parts of the country, with heavy falls expected in Western Province and some parts of 
Central and Eastern Province. More rain could force Authorities to open flood gates for longer periods of time 
so as to reduce water levels in Kariba Dam and safeguard the dam wall. 

VI. Namibia 

VII. Zambia 
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Despite the widespread heavy falls experienced in most parts of the country, most crops have continued to 
perform well, with much of the early planted crops maturing. There has been some crop damage for those 
planted along streams and rivers. However, this damage is considered minimal. Some damage to 
infrastructure has also been reported, specifically damage to bridges, culverts and houses in parts of Northern 
and Eastern Provinces. Nevertheless, damage is not as serious as has been the case in previous years. 

As of 8 March, an estimated 1,474 cholera cases and 28 deaths have been reported across the country, the 
majority occurring in Lusaka Province. 

Cholera in Zambia, as of 8 March 2010 
Province Cases Deaths 
Lusaka 1,111 21 
Southern 176 2 
Copperbelt 173 5 
Northern 1 0 
Luapula 13 0 
Total 1,474 28 
Source: Zambia Resident Coordinator’s Office, Zambia Ministry of Health 
 
The Government has sought the assistance of partners in country for the provision of chlorine to flood-
affected households in Lusaka, and of mobile toilets for those households who have been relocated due to 
flooding. The Government has established a well managed camp, currently housing approximately 600 
people, and has provided mobile toilets to these households. Additional mobile toilets are currently being 
purchased from South Africa to replenish stocks. The Disaster Management Team (DMT) has also been 
requested to assist the District Commissioner in the provision of a vehicle to carry out assessments, which will 
help improve household targeting for chlorine provision.  

The National Epidemics Preparedness Prevention Control and Management Committee meet weekly to 
assess the cholera situation in Zambia. The Committee is co-chaired by the Minister of Health and the 
Minister of Local Government and Housing, and is attended by the Ministry of Education.  
 

 
On 4 March, flash floods swept across the area of Kanyemba in Mbire district, Mashonaland Central Province. 
It is estimated that 355 households (1,775 people) lost their livelihoods in the flood, and now require 
immediate assistance in the form of food and non-food items like blankets, clothing and kitchen utensils. 
Between 80 and 100 temporary shelters were destroyed, as well as 16 permanent homes. A cropping area 
measuring about 100 hectares was washed away.  

Government authorities were able to rescue those caught in the floods and move them to safe areas. The 
District Civil Protection Committee distributed tents to 17 households, as well as water containers. The 
Government’s Civil Protection Unit (CPU) confirmed the availability of 60 tons of food aid, and has requested 
transportation assistance from WFP and the Zimbabwean army. Save the Children Norway has offered the 
CPU the use of their 14-ton truck to transport food, and have noted the availability of emergency funds to 
purchase food and relief supplies. The CPU also confirmed the availability of 150 tents, previously donated by 
IOM, which also confirmed that they could provide cooking utensils and more tents if needed. Oxfam is 
carrying out health assessments in the area, the preliminary results of which highlight the need for public 
health and food interventions. Oxfam has already provided hygiene kits to 100 households in Mbire district. 
Zimbabwe Red Cross has distributed 300 blankets, and if required could dispatch more, as well as other relief 
supplies. Although WFP does not have regular food distribution programmes in the Kenyemba area, it noted 
that it can consider immediate food assistance if the need is established.  

The flooding situation has normalized, although it is uncertain what the effect would be if the floodgates of the 
Kariba dam were to be opened further. In the worst case scenario, if rain continued upstream in Zambia and 
the Kariba dam surpassed its maximum storage capacity, there may be a need to open further the Kariba’s 
floodgates. Also, if water levels rise in the Cahorra Bassa dam, back-flow may occur. Either case could lead 
to flash floods in the some parts of Mbire and Muzarabani districts. A contingency plan for such a scenario is 

VIII. Zimbabwe 
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required, and OCHA will be coordinating with Government and partners to develop such a plan. Partners on 
the ground are requested to share all available demographic information on the area. 

However, it should be noted that the worst case scenario is unlikely, as the discharge from the Kariba dam 
has recently been decreased from 4,000 m3/s to 2,000 m3/s. The CPU is in constant contact with counterparts 
in Zambia and Mozambique, and communities downstream are kept informed.  

 

 
Governments, through National Disaster Management Authorities are coordinating the response in Zambia, 
Mozambique and Angola with assistance from international partners. Monitoring of the river levels, by the 
government is being done in conjunction with national hydrological agencies. 
 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27829081338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27823283038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 
 
 
 

IX.  Coordination 

XII. Contact 



Southern Africa: Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2010
16 March 2010

Country Affected Displaced Deaths
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola          24,255  NK                  7  1516*  NK 

Houses damaged: 574; medical 
facilities damaged: 2; schools 

damaged: 17; bridges destroyed: 
24; farms submerged: 751; 

churches damaged: 14.* 
Madagascar          28,317  11,000** NK NK  NK NK 

Mozambique          13,000 6300***  0  NK 

 Food insecurity in the south, 
which is currently experiencing 
drought, is expected to affect 

460,000 people between March 
2010 and March 2011.  

Many roads have been 
interrupted.

Some roads flooded in the

Namibia  0  0  0  0  0 

Some roads flooded in the 
Caprivi Region. Four health 

facilities only accessible by boat 
or by crossing through Botswana 

or Zambia.  

Zambia               600  600***  0  NK  NK 

 Some houses submerged; some 
roads interrupted, damage to 

bridges and culverts. 

Zimbabwe            1,775 NK NK

80-100 
temporary; 

16 
permanent  Food assistance in required. 

100 hectares of crops were 
washed away; livestock and 

property destroyed.

Total          67,947       17,900                  7           1,622 
*No information available for the affected province of Cunene

**Many have since returned to their homes

***This figure is for relocation, not displacement

Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 16 March 2010. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known.
Sources: Angola  Civil Protection Commission; Madagascar BNGRC; Madagascar RCO; Madagascar Red Cross; Mozambique HCT; FEWSNET; Namibia Hydrological Services; Zambia RCO; OCHA 
Zimbabwe Zimbabwe CPU
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Heavy rainfall in Lusaka Province in Zambia prompted the temporary relocation of affected households and preceded
a cholera outbreak. Rainfall across the Zambezi Basin catchment area, led to rising water levels and forced
authorities to increase the discharge of water from the Kariba dam in Zambia and the Cahora Bassa dam in
Mozambique, which has been decreased since. The initial increase, in addition to localized rainfall, caused localized
flooding in some parts of Mozambique. Flooding has also been reported in parts of Angola and in northern Zimbabwe.
Tropical Strom Hubert has led to flooding in 7 districts on the east coast of Madagascar.

Rivers
Lakes
Affected Area

as of 16 March 2010

Discharge levels at Kariba and Cahora
Bassa dams have been significantly
reduced, lessening the likelihood of
more flooding downstream.

13,000 people are potentially at risk of
being affected by flooding. 6,300
people have been relocated to safer
areas. The Government is continuing to
evacuate people from at risk areas in
isolated islands of the lower Zambezi

Above average rains in Moxico Province has
caused the destruction of infrastructure.
Flooded rivers have submerged agricultural
farmland throughout the provinice. About
11,500 people have been affected.

12,000 people in  Cunene Province have been
affected by floods. 5,805 children are at risk of losing
the school year as a result of the floods. An
estimated 400 farming fields have been destroyed.
Local Government authorities are responding to the
floods.

Flash floods swept across Kanyemba in
Mbire district on 4 March. 1,775 people
lost their livelihood and are in need of
immediate assistance. About 100
temporary shelters were destroyed as well
as 16 permanent homes. Cropping area of
about 100 hectares was washed away.

Moderate Tropical Storm Hubert hit the eastern coast of
Madagascar between 10 and 12 March, affecting 7
districts, 6 of which are currently unreachable due to the
destruction of roads and bridges. Telecommunication
systems have not been damaged. All airports remain
operational.  According to Malagasy Red Cross, about
28,300 people have been affected and about 11,000
people have been displaced. Assessments are currently
underway to verify all figures.

The water level of the Zambezi River at
Chavuma is subsiding and has dropped
1,54m over the past week.

1,474 cholera cases and 28 cholera related
deaths have been reported in Zambia, most
of them were reported in Lusaka, which had
1,111 cases and 21 deaths.

Namibia
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