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Security 
 
There have been further suicide attacks this month. These included the following: 
 

• On 1st February, a suicide bomber blew himself up from the back of a vehicle at 
an army checkpoint in the eastern province of Khost. The driver of the vehicle 
was also killed, together with three Afghan soldiers and a farmer working nearby. 

 
• On 7th February, 13 people were killed and 11 wounded, most of them critically, 

when a suicide bomber on a motorcycle blew himself up, during a police search, 
in the midst of a crowd gathered at the entrance to the police headquarters in 
Kandahar. 12 of those killed or injured were police. The rest were civilians. The 
Taliban claimed responsibility. 

 
There have also been attacks on schools. Among the incidents reported were the 
following: 
 

• On 8th February, two tents used as classrooms near Shiberghan, the administrative 
center of the northern province of Jozjan, were set on fire. Such an attack in the 
north of the country is highly unusual. 

 
• On 14th February, a school was set on fire in Geelan District in the southern 

province of Ghazni.  
 

• On 20th February, a school was set on fire in Nad Ali District of Helmand 
Province. The school was closed towards the end of 2005 after one of the teachers 
had been forcibly taken from a classroom and killed. 

 
On 13th February, the head of the Education Department in Kandahar stated that more 
than 200 schools had been closed in his province due to insecurity and the fear of attacks. 
 
Government officials and police have continued to be targeted. The specific incidents, 
two of which took place in the Nad Ali district referred to above, have included the 
following: 
 

• On 3rd February, a convoy containing the Deputy Governor of Helmand and about 
100 security personnel was attacked by a force of around 200 Taliban in Sangin 
district of Helmand Province. Three of his entourage were reported killed. 

 
• On 4th February, six policemen were killed when a landmine detonated under their 

vehicle in Kandahar Province.  
 



BAAG Afghanistan Monthly Review  February 2006 3

• On the same day, the district chief of Musa Qala in Helmand Province was killed, 
along with one of his security guards, in an attack by insurgents. A policeman was 
also killed in the neighbouring Nawzad district. 

 
• On 15th February, a policeman was killed and four others injured in an attack on a 

police post in Char Burjak district in the south-western province of Nimroz. The 
Taliban claimed responsibility. 

 
• On 19th February, three policemen were killed in an attack on a police checkpoint 

in Nad Ali District of Helmand Province, in southern Afghanistan. 
 

• On 23rd February, the administrative chief of Nad Ali District was gunned down 
on his way to his office. 

 
Also targeted have been troops from the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF): 
 

• On 9th February, a Canadian-led contingent of the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was attacked by a roadside bomb 50 km north of 
Kandahar. Fortunately, there were only light injuries. 

 
• On 22nd February, one civilian was killed and at least 12 injured when a bomb 

planted on a bicycle exploded near three vehicles belonging to a German-led 
contingent of ISAF forces in the northern town of Kunduz. The vehicles were 
parked close to a bazaar. One of those injured was an ISAF soldier. 

 
Similarly targeted have been members of the Afghan National Army: 
 

• On 10th February, eight members of the Afghan National Army were killed by 
two roadside bombs in Kunar Province in eastern Afghanistan. Two soldiers were 
killed by the first blast. The second bomb exploded as other troops rushed to the 
scene. 

 
• On 24th February, four members of the Afghan National Army were killed in an 

ambush in Girishk district of Helmand. 
 
There has been another attack on highway construction workers. On 7th February, four 
construction personnel working for a Turkish company under contract to a US firm were 
killed when a bomb struck their vehicle in the western province of Farah. One of these 
was Afghan. The other three were from India, Turkey and Nepal. Those killed were 
working on the Kandahar to Herat highway. India has announced that it is to send a large 
contingent of paramilitary forces to protect Indian construction personnel working on the 
road between Delaram, on the Kandahar to Herat highway and the Iranian border at 
Zaranj. This follows the murder of an Indian construction worker at the end of last year. 
 
Expatriate security staff have been further victims of terrorist activity. On 11th February, 
two Nepalese nationals employed by a foreign security company were kidnapped in 
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Kabul. One was later released on 28th February. The other was reported to have died, for 
health reasons, during his captivity. 
 
High profile buildings have also been attacked. On 18th February, a rocket was fired at 
the Intercontinental Hotel in Kabul but missed its target. 
 
Members of parliament have continued to be vulnerable to attack. On 13th February, a 
member of parliament for Parwan Province, to the north of Kabul, escaped harm when 
her vehicle was shot at. However, her bodyguard was injured.  
 
A number of reports suggest that the population of the southern provinces are 
increasingly constrained in their mobility by the heightened intensity of terrorist attacks 
in recent months. Thus, for example, the streets of Kandahar now have frequent 
checkpoints on the main thoroughfares where vehicles are checked for suspicious 
packages. This has resulted in a number of protests, including one on 2nd February in 
which more than 1,000 people demonstrated in southern Helmand Province. A key 
demand was that the international community urge Pakistan to stop its alleged support of 
the insurgency orchestrated by the Taliban and other radical elements.  
 
There were further demonstrations in response to the publication, by a Danish newspaper, 
of cartoons which were found insulting to Islam and to the subsequent publication, by a 
number of other European media outlets, of the same cartoons. On 4th February, hundreds 
of people were said to have demonstrated in the northern province of Kunduz. About 800 
people were reported to have taken part in a demonstration on 5th February in Mihtarlam, 
the administrative center of Laghman Province in eastern Afghanistan. Further protests 
took place in the same town on the following day, which resulted in three deaths after 
police opened fire on protestors. Two others died in a protest near the US base at Bagram. 
Other demonstrations took place in Kabul, Kandahar and Mazar-i-Sharif. Between one 
and three protestors died on 7th February when hundreds of protestors tried to storm the 
Norwegian led ISAF base in the northern town of Maymana, the administrative center of 
Faryab Province. It was not clear whether they were killed by police trying to disperse the 
crowd, by shots fired from Dutch fighter jets called in to provide support or by firing 
within the crowd. On the same day, protestors threw stones at the ISAF headquarters in 
Kabul and others tried to break into the US embassy. On 8th February, four more 
protestors were killed when police fired into a crowd of around 400 people during a 
demonstration outside the US military base at Qalat, the administrative centre of Zabul 
Province in southern Afghanistan. At least 20 people were wounded. The protestors then 
set fire to three fuel tankers that were waiting to deliver supplies to the base. The Afghan 
National Assembly passed a resolution on 4th February in which it referred to the 
publication of the cartoons as a “grave crime and an act of treachery.” 
 
Inter-communal tensions have also adversely affected the security situation. At least five 
people were killed on 9th February in the western city of Herat when fighting broke out 
between Shi’a and Sunni Moslems during a Shi’a procession to mark Ashura. A further 
100 were treated in hospital for injuries generated by bullets, knives and grenades. The 
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fighting started after insults were exchanged. The former Governor of Herat, Ismail 
Khan, flew to Herat to assess the situation.  
 
Rioting broke out at Kabul’s Pul-i-Charkhi prison on 26th February over conditions in the 
prison. The BBC reported that, according to a human rights official, at least four inmates 
had died. Fighting resumed on 28th February after an apparent breakthrough in 
negotiations on the preceding day. 
 
ISAF  expansion 
 
On 24th February, Canada officially took over responsibility for the operations of 
international coalition forces in the southern provinces of Kandahar, Helmand, Uruzgan, 
Zabul, Daikundi and Nimroz. These forces will be under the overall command of the US-
led Operation Enduring Freedom until responsibility is transferred to ISAF later in the 
year.  
 
The Dutch Parliament voted on 2nd February to send an additional 1,400 troops to 
Afghanistan to take responsibility for the ISAF operations in the southern province of 
Uruzgan. This decision had been referred to the parliament after one of the parties in the 
ruling coalition, Democrats 66, had expressed its opposition to the deployment. The 
leader of Democrats 66 subsequently resigned but the party remains in the coalition under 
a new leader.   
 
A unit of 150 British Royal Marine Commandoes have arrived in Afghanistan to provide 
security for RAF and Army engineers setting up a base at Lashkar Gah.  
 
Australia has announced that it will send a further 200 troops to Afghanistan in July, to 
support the operations of the Dutch-led ISAF operation in Uruzgan. 
 
Relations with Pakistan 
 
President Karzai made an official visit to Pakistan from 15th-17th February. High on the 
agenda was said to be concern that the terrorist activity which is ongoing within 
Afghanistan is being supported by elements within Pakistan. Following the visit, 
President Karzai stated that President Musharraf had promised cooperation on this issue 
but gave no details of concrete measures that would be taken.  
 
However, the Pakistan daily, Jang, reported on 24th February that the Pakistan 
Government had agreed to withdraw its armed forces from the province of North 
Waziristan, where the Taliban are said to have built a strong power base, and to leave 
responsibility for border security and counter-terrorism with the tribal militia. The 
government has also undertaken to provide additional development assistance to the 
province. It may thus be hoping to defuse the tensions which are leading to the generation 
of growing support to the Taliban. It has, however, warned that, if there is no 
improvement in the security situation, the Pakistan army will renew its operations. 
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Humanitarian developments 
 
News emerged on 1st February of avalanches, in Ragh District in the north-eastern 
province of Badakshan, which destroyed 150 houses in five villages and were reported to 
have killed at least 18 people.  A further 15 people were said to have died as a result of 
the extreme cold. 
 
The Afghan Red Crescent Society has reported that it has been tasked with distributing 
food items and coal to 5,018 highly vulnerable families living in very basic conditions in 
various districts within Kabul. 
 
The World Health Organisation reported on 15th February that 20,000 people die each 
year in Afghanistan from tuberculosis. It estimated that approximately 70,000 new TB 
cases occurred annually. Two thirds of those affected were said to be women. The disease 
was said to be particularly serious in the southern provinces of Kandahar, Zabul, 
Uruzgan, Helmand and Daikundi, due to the weak health infrastructure that exists.   
 
Refugees 
 
Pakistan’s States and Frontier Minister announced on 18th February that the official 
number of Afghan refugees in Pakistan was 2,607,220. This was based on the March 
2005 census figure of 3,049,269 from which had been subtracted the 442,049 who had 
since repatriated. He noted that 53.3% were dependent on daily labouring, 8.1% were 
employed and 19.2% were self-employed. The balance had independent means or were 
dependents. He made no mention, however, of the continuing influx of Afghans into 
Pakistan and the effect that this would have on the population figure. The Minister added 
that the tripartite agreement between Pakistan, Afghanistan and UNHCR would end on 
31st December 2006 and that the government planned to return as many refugees as 
possible during this final year. He noted, in particular, that the government would close 
the Kacha Ghair and Jallozi camps during 2006. These currently house 163,069 refugees. 
UNHCR recently advised that 74 camps remain, accommodating around one million 
refugees. 63 of these are in the North-West Frontier Province, ten in Baluchistan and one 
in Punjab. 
 
Aid and economic developments 
 
From 14th –15th February, energy officials from Afghanistan, Pakistan and India visited 
Turkmenistan to discuss options relating to a possible gas pipeline to transport Turkmen 
gas across Afghanistan to Pakistan and India.  India, which has hitherto been resistant to 
pressures from the other three countries to commit itself to this pipeline route, would 
appear to be shifting its position in favour of full participation. This may, in part, be due 
to US opposition to an alternative pipeline route which India has been actively exploring, 
which would transport gas from Iran, through Pakistan, to India. The other three countries 
have been extremely keen for the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan pipeline to come to 
fruition, in spite of considerable doubts in many quarters arising from a number of key 
concerns, and have been urging India to join them in order to increase the financial 
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viability of the project. However, India has been sceptical because of security concerns 
relating to the transit of the pipeline through Afghanistan and Pakistan and also because 
Turmenistan’s reserves of gas are less than anticipated. However, the trans Afghanistan 
pipeline would have the advantage over the Iran route of not having a block placed upon 
it of participation by US and European financiers and companies. If India does 
participate, this would mean a 624 km extension of the proposed pipeline from Multan, in 
Pakistan, to India. The pipeline would also become known as the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline. 
 
The Indian cabinet has yet to formally approve the proposal of its oil minister, who 
attended the Ashgabat talks as an observer and indicated the willingness of his 
government to participate. It will first be necessary for his ministry to further investigate 
the geopolitical, financial and technical considerations of the project in order to secure 
certain approvals. This has to be done within a 90 day period.  
 
At the meeting in Ashgabat, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed under which 
Turkmenistan undertook to supply 3.2 billion cubic feet of gas per day to Pakistan over a 
30 year period. Ministers of the four governments are to meet again in April to sign a gas 
pricing agreement. However, no timetable has been set for implementation of the 
proposed project nor are the financing arrangements agreed. The US is said to be backing 
the trans-Afghanistan pipeline but the nature of its involvement is not clear. Afghanistan 
would earn substantial transit fees from this pipeline if it is constructed.  
 
The energy ministers of Tajikistan, Iran and Afghanistan met in Dushanbe on 20th 
February to discuss a project to build a high voltage electricity transmission line from 
Tajikistan’s Sangtuda hydro-electric power plant to Kunduz and Herat in Afghanistan 
and  Mashhad in Iran.  This is scheduled for completion within five years.  
 
Based on similar models in the Middle East and elsewhere, an American University of 
Afghanistan is to be established in Kabul on a site adjacent to the Darulaman Palace. 
Construction is scheduled to be completed by 2009 but the university will operate from 
temporary premises, with a limited student body, from autumn 2006. 
 
New UN envoy takes up post 
 
Tom Koenings, the newly appointed Special Representative of the UN Secretary General 
for Afghanistan arrived in Kabul on 16th February to take up his new post as head of the 
UN Assistance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA). In a meeting with the press, he 
stated that his priorities were human rights and capacity building. This reflects the 
primary concerns of the donor community, concerns which were at the core of the 
Afghanistan Compact. 
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This report is published by the British and Irish Agencies Afghanistan Group 
(BAAG) Project, based at the Refugee Council, London. The Project is funded from 
a number of sources, including the UK Government’s Department for International 
Development and individual British and Irish NGOs operating in Afghanistan.  
However, the views expressed are those of the BAAG Project alone and do not 
represent any official view of its funders. In producing this Review, every effort has 
been made to achieve accuracy, drawing on the many information sources available. 
  
For more information, please contact: The Secretariat, BAAG at Refugee Council, 
240-250 Ferndale Road, London SW9 8BB; Telephone: 00 44 20 7346 1152/7346 
6773; Fax: 00 44 20 7346 1140 Email: baag@refugeecouncil.org.uk 
 
 


